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Abstract

The ChadCameroon petroleum development and pipeline project was received with great
expectations. Though the project presented negative effects to the environment, with the pr
posed mitigation strategies, many people saasia path to help improve their livelihoods
through proposed compensations, provision of health facilities, school, drinkable water, and
an opaing for job opportunities. The Bakola on their part where promised better housing,
improvement in their healtsituation,possbilities to encourage them to be more farmers than
hunterand gatheers recognition of their civil status and also encourage the Bakolaue lea

the forest and iegrate intothe wider society.

With the completion of the pipeline projeat 2004, this thesis tries to assess the ingoafct

the project to the people of the Ocean Divissimce its completionWith the project being
officially publicizedas beneficial to the people of Cameroon, the affected communities are
claiming a myriadof negative impacts and if any, some few positive impacts to these co
munities.While the vllagers are claiming lost of livelihood sources and unfair compensation,
some Bakola are praising the project for having provided them with houses and sosne item
while most of the Bakola are attributing their lost of livelihood sources (hunting and-gathe

ing) partly to the Hects of the pipeline project in opening up the forest.
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Glossary

Assegai: A hunting tool that is no longer in use

Baton de Manioc  Boiled cassava paste tied with leaves
Bengies Cameronian in the Diaspor@rrancophongs
Bush faller Cameroonian in the Diaspora (Anglophones)

Buyam sellamWomen who buy foodstuff and vegetables in bulk and retail at higher prices

Carabot: Wood house

Case: | ocal name of a villagerds house
Crevettes: Lobsters

Gare de Moto: A park or station for motor cycle taxi

Harki: Locally brewed whisky

Kuassio: Local language spoken by the Mabea and the Ngumba Bantu groups

La chute de Lobhe The waterfall at Lobe
Les grosses poissongnges les petityhosewho are at the top have dominate those who
are at the bottom

Ma nyoodo Ga dreda mb e :

Nkola: Singular form for a Bakola

Odontol: Locally brewed alcoholic drink
Potopoto: Bamboo house thatched with mud
Prefecture: Senior Divisional Officer

Titre Foncier. Landtitle

Villageois: French word for a peasant or a villager
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background Introduction

Large amount of oil deposit was discovered in the Doba region of Southern Chad in the late
1980s,but since Chd is a landockedcountry, there was need for a coastal terminal for the
final export of petrol. The Southern coast of Cameroon offered the best possible option for
the pipeline terminal. In contrast @had Cameroon is a country of striking diversityn

geography, climate, peopleligion, language and economic structure.

According to the PID (Project Information Document) of 1997, Chad with a population of
about 8million is one of the poorest (US$ 180 GNP per capita) and amongst the ledst deve
opead countries in the world. Before petroleum exploitation, agricultespecially cotton
generated 40% of theDP and provided livelihood for over 80% of the population. It was
therefore believed that the develiofherDoibat and
region could significantly improve its development prospects. Cameroon on its part has a
population of about 18 millioQCNSI: 2006)and a GDP per capita of about US$ 610. After
averaging a growth rate of about 7% a year from 1B8€b, econona growth turned nesy

tive with per capita income falling 50% by 1993 owing to negative declining oil production, a
collapse in terms of trade, unprative public spendingcorruptionandsharp appreciation of
exchange rate. (PID: 1997).

With the difficult situation of the two countries, the development of the oil fieldsdeased
necessary. The 1070km pipeline from the Doba regfddhadto the offshore loading facil

ties onthe Cameroon Atlantic coast was estimateddst US$2 billion. The project cdd

result in US$2 billion in revenue for Chad, averaging US$ 80 million peraretJS$ 500

million for Cameroon, averaging US$ 2dlllion per year over a 2gears period. The olge

tive of the petroleum and pipelingroject therefore was to promote ecomnorgrowth for

Chad and Cameroon through the private sdcterd devel opment (2 Chad
serves and their export through Cameroon. The project is expected to substantially increase
public revenue for Chad, would provide additional resources taiatkepoverty throughcs

cial sector and infrastructure developmeérie project will also provide needediditional
government revenue to Cameroon (as a transit country) to support-ecacramic stability

and service gov ebligations ratl éxpenditures @Mortdi Bank, 1997:1,
1999:10Q



Map 1.1 Overview of the Pipeline Transportation System
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1.2 Description of the Pipeline Project

The pipelineprojectinvolves the development of the Doba oil fieidsChad; the constuo4

tion of a 1070km buried pipeline from DobaChadt o Kr i b i i n

Ca@oad,r oo n 6 S

and related pumping stationgressure reduction statioancillary facilities and infrastia
tures; and the installation in Cameroon of an offshoegime export terminal facilitya
moored Floating Stage and Offloading vessel (FS@nd assoetedmarine pipeline and

related facilities.

Of the 1070km of pipeline, 890kiwf a760mm diameter pips buried in Cameroonian soill
(Esso 2003:2)lt traverses 4 provizes, 11divisions, and 238 villages, affecting a population
of about 1 million peopleAn estimated 3.500ha of land is needed with about 125ha for the

installation of permanent facilitte 30m wide of Land Easementnseded for pipeline o

struction and on ffiicult terrain with steep slopes, roads and railway crossings, the width of

Land Easement may be expanded to 50m and at river crossing, Lagioh&idgsnay be 60m.

2



The pipes aréuried at a depth of 1.0 to 1.5m and on rocky areas; its depth may bed3.5m.
the three pump stations, two arenstructed in Cameroon at Dompla and Belabwr € is

alsoa Pressure Reducing Station (PRS) close to the marine terminal at Kribi. It also involves
the construction of a subsea pipeline of about 11km lamg§SO vessel off the shore of iKr

bi. The project will also include the upgrading of variousasfructure facilities, permanent

and temporary stage areas, roads and railway system, and ditateised communication
system [BRD 2001:34, World Bank 2000:2).

The pipelire construction woulthvolve the temporary clearing of a strip of land betwa6é

and 60 meters wide along the pipeline route; digging a ditch to accommodate the pipes;
transporting and stringing the pipes along the length of the route; welding the pipes; installing
the pipes in the trench; backfilling the trench; and reclaimiegcthared area along the eip

line route.

Construction work will take place over 3.5years and will involve a peak work force ie-Cam
roon of between 2.000 to 2.600workers. During the 30yearsnabifife of the project, it is
estimated that approximately 3@peration personnel will be required, and about 200 of
these positions could be available to Cameroonians. Cameroonians will be hired and trained

to replace expatriate persoal as the operation progresses (Esso, October 1997)

1.2.1 Project Alternatives

Before the finadecision on the pipeline roytdifferent alternatives to transpahte crude oil

to the world marketvere also cosidered. Firstly, alternative to pipeline transport of-pr
duced crude oivere considered where a combination of truckinggil, road, river and small
diameter pipeline transportation of crude oil. But it was decided that for the project to-be ec
nomically viable, the only feasible alternative to transport the huge volume of crude oil is the

pipeline canstruction.

Secondly, Hernative pipeline route and sitting facilitiedere, two marine terminal locations
were identified (Limbe and Kribi), and three possible pipeline corriddsB, and C. The
selected locations and routes were assessed to come out with the most eabrieofinical

and environmentally acceptable alternatives. In this regard, preliminary environmental and
sociceconomiccriteria to be avoided were considered basedamas of high priority for

protection; parks, reserves, and intact areas of primasgstoterrainwith high agricultural



land use potdtials for development; steep sloping terrains and erosive soils; zones with dense

and relatively undisturbed vegetation.

Map 1.2 Pipeline Corridors and Terminal Alternatives.
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Each of the corridors possesses advantages and disadvantages in view of their physical, env
ronmental and sociecanomic considerations. See md®. Corridors A and C both inte

sects greater number of sensitive features which includes: evergreen forest (corridor A), oil
palm plantatios (corridor A), Mountainous/rocky terrain and mount Cameroon (corridor A),
wetland andswamps associated with the upper Nyong river (corridor C). Corridor B encou
ters the largest areas of urban land use, including traditional small villages such as the Bakola
Pygmies but this affect a relatively short length of the pipeline (3.8km). Itlvedigved that

this situation could be avoided Hyefinal routingof related activities or mitigated by ajpr

priate design and cetruction techniques. @tridor B did offer greater proximity to existing
transportatn routes which will reducéhe potentl for environmental disturbances due to
vegetationclearing which can potentially create easy access for people into the Tdrest
corridor B was chosen with a marine terminal at Kribi. But it is also argued amongst Cam

roonians that corridor B was aben for political reasonsecause of the marginalization of



English Cameroon by French Camer@imceLimbe is in the English Cameroodespite the
fact that corridor A offered favorable conditiongtwa natural sea port at Limbe and thesexi

tence of amil refinery at Limbe.

Thirdly, no project alternativé in this aspect, the benefits of the project was compared with
the adverse impacts of the project and it was concluded that the project will raisenocal e

ployment, increase government revenues, aw@rinfrastructures and enhance busingss o

portunities for Cameroonians. Thus, the no project alternative was dismissed because it will

result in a lost pportunity for Cameroon.

1.2.2 Impact Assessment Made before the Projeist Takeoff.

For the project t@o operationalthe World Bank actings the major lending partneeeded

a comprehensivémpact assessment of the project before funds will be allocated. Irethis r
gard, an international consulting fiimDames and Moore, was consulted to carry outrthe i

pact assessment of the project which was completed and publisbédteiant volumesn

1999 indoaumens commonlyknown as Environmental Assessment (Al Environmental
Management Plan (EMPThe EA identified physical, biological, human asaticecaomic

and environmetal issues pertainingt@a mer oono6s p or tanddhe EMPfputt h e

forward mitigation measures to redress the adverse effects of the project

The EA identified the projectds i mpabyt on
drology, hydrography and water quality, geology, soil seismicity, meteorology and air qual
ty, public health and safety, and waste management. On the humamerent, the impacts

of the project included: short term changes in land use, mainly, thessement will result

in disloation of some agricultural and economic activities; long term changes in land used
within the easement system will allow only the cultivation of annual crops that do et inte

fere with the functioning and maintenance of piygeline. Long term changes in land used for

construction and operation of permanent facilities such as the pump stations and the pressure

reduction stations; labor and the potentials for unequal distribution of jobs; potential boom
bust syndrome as workemare recruited and released from construction, potential gievelo

ment of unplanned settlements in the vicinity of the project camps and facilities; inflationary

effects on the residents of the area from the purchase of local goods and services for the

project; potentiaboombust syndrome for local suppliers as the purchasing requirements for
the project decline at the end of construction; dust generated by project activities resulting in

unsafe traffic conditions and nuisance to local pan; disturbace to ancestral remains
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and sacred places and objects; interference with transhumance migration patterns nausing e
croachment on neighboring land holdings or increase competition for food and water; pote

tial disturbance of yymy settlements amabpulationduring castruction (Esso 1999)

On the biological resources, impact will be felt on movement, mixing and compaction of
soils, by heavy equipment resulting in loss of topsoil and essential nutrients and other soil
components; removal of vegetative coved ahade canopy, increasing soil surface teayper
ture, decreasing moisture content, killing soil organisms and increasing potentials for erosion
along the pipeline and roadways/river crossings; deposition of dust on the vegetation adjacent
to project facilites and roadways, which could contribute to the locabffi®f the veged-

tion, the possible spread of the invasive weed chromolaena (Eupatorium) odorata into the
Mbere Rift Valley; removal of commercially valuable timber where the pipeline passes
throughpatches of unlogged semi deciduous forest north of the Lom River and betecen B
labo and Nanga Eboko area; potential increase in mortality of wildlife from the increfase tra
fic on the main and secondary roads; the disturbance or the clearance of tHevegtha

tion along rivers and streams, which are important in providing cover to slow movieg or s
dentary wildlife species; facilitation of access taorently remote and relatively inaccessible
areas including patches of relatively undisturbed semutdeuas forest or patches of matured

or well developed secondary forest in thral evergreen zonajegradation of the natural
habitat in the core area of the Mbere Rift Valley from construction activities; direct displac
ment of local wildlife or depletio of wildlife resources due to hting or on increase demand

for bush meat by construction work force in the wooded savanna, semi deciduous forest, and
Atlantic evergreen forest; increase turbidity and reduced visibility due to erosion and sed
mentation; ptential disturbances to aquatic resources from minor spiliexfeti gasoline,
hydraulic, brakes, transmission, and other equipment fluids or chemicals, damage ito botan
cal, wildlife and other aquatic resources and contamination of both groundwaterrtaue s
water bodies restihg from oil gills (Esso 1999).

On the public health and safety, impacts will be felt on the following domains: increase inc
dence of respiratory diseasaxreased incidence of vectmlated diseases, such as malaria,
schistosmiasis, filariasis, and onchocerciasis; increased incidence of sexually transmitted
diseases; increased incidence of water and food related illnesses; increase in accigents, inj

ries, and increase in chemical exposure and environmental diseases.

1.3 Putting the Problem into Context



According to Barrow (1997:6), impact assessment should be more concerned with-the co
tinued welfare of the people and the preservation of naamait shouldalsobe a promising

tool for sustainable development. He goes frtto argue that many development attempts

have been to sacrifice losigrm welbeingfor shortterm gains which are often achieved at

the expense of damage to the environment or
This thereforemplies to adieve a development which is sustainable and at the same time
maintain the stewardship of nature, there is a need for impact assessment ograthqr
plans,projects, policies, and actions.

The purpose of th&€ChadCameroon pipeline projed to trarsport and sell oil from theilo
fields in the Doba basin ofoBthern Chad to the world markets via marine terminal facilities
off the Atlantic coast of Cameroon in a manner which is compatible with the balanged env
ronmental angociceconomicneeds of thgpeople of Chad and Camerodrhe World Bank
approved the projeatith the hopethat from the EA and EMP (which outlined the adverse
effects and mitigation stragies of the projectjhe peopleof Chad and Cameroonill bene-
fit from t heesapdresjitsMogt sf the @eaple invthe Odean Divisidapend

on the natural envirenent(farming, fishing, hunting and gathering) for their liviagd it is
likely that the activities of theggeople will be directly or indirectly affected by the prajeg s
activities. Therefore to overcome the adverse effects of the pipeline prajeetas accepted
that the affected commities will be compensated and the compé&onsashouldbe equal to

or more tlan their actual living conditiongdow fair has the comgnsation been caed out
and how do these communities perceive of the compensattmpresent study will take a

look at this situation.

About 70% of Cameroonians depend on agriculture for ikeig and unenployment rate is
more than 30%: 2001 estinates (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/theorld-

factbook/geos/cm.htipnl Most people aremployed in the informal ecomy. The pipeline

project was seen as adster to the economy from the construction phase and throughout the
operationphaseas it is going to open opportunities for job creatiath skilled and unskilled
labor and it will also favor the growth of auxiliary services that are directly or inljinect
volved with the projectDespite the negative effects of the project, it is believed that tie be
efits of the project dprevail overthese negative effect$he project washereforeapproved

in order to fater the socieecanomic development of thevb countriesby increasing fiscal
revenue from petroleum exportation, creation of employment oppoesihar the local

people creation of social amenities such as hospitals, scha@dsand provision of drik-
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ing water,which will help them improve #ir living conditions,the protection of thenw-
ronment on which thesgeople depend and which aso of vital importance at the global
scale.But ratheron September™2008 instead of acclaiming the success of the pipeline
project, the World Bank anrounced that it was unable to continue supportimg Chad
Cameroon pipeline project because arrangements tugrpinned its involvement in and
support for the project were not working/hat went wrong™How has the project been able
to address its objeotes of poverty alleviation or is it more focus on profit maRifdis
study will try to look at the effects of th@peline project on the livehoodsof the affected

communities.

Thepipeline project traverses the@hWestern part of Cameroon whichas area inhabited

by theBakolaPygmies According to theNorld Bank the Pygmiesare considered &$ | in d
genous Peopl e o0,vulnerhbdity ® being disadvanthged as sofial groups in
the developmerp r o ¢ éModdoBank policy on indigenous pple, Approach Paper for
Revision of OD 4.20. (July 14, 1998).o0 be consi dered teWadild ndi ge
Bank looked atertain characteristics which must be applicable to the githip.include:a
close attachment to ancestral territories anthéonatural resources in these ar@a®e Balo-

la Pygmiesare closely attached to their ancestral territories and surrounding naural r
sourcesthe self-identification and identification by others as members of andistultural
group. The Bakol®ygmiesview themselves, and are recognized by igthaes a distinct du

tural group;they should have an indigenous language often different from the national la
guage. The Bakola language is close toKhessio" languagethere should be the presence
of customay social and political institutions. Some customary social and political institutions
do exist amogst the BakolaPygmies and also,the presence of primarily subsistence
orierted production. The Bakol®ygmiesare primarily a subsistenagiented lifestie

people, though agriculture is gaining some importance.

Because of the presence of tyggmiesin the vicinity of the project route, and their vulaer
bility to the projects activities, a stuayas carried out on theygmiesknown as the Indige
ous People Plan (IPP)The purpose of the IPP is to mitigate any potemiiklerse impacts to
the Bakola jgmy populations and to provide assistance to these commuiiitiestudies
found out that within 2km or less from the Cameroon Transportation SY§I&R) ease-
ment, are the location of32Bakola Brgmy settlementsAnd also, there are some 20 sttl

! Kuassio is the language of the Mabea and Ngumba Bantu group.



ments whose priary access or egress iset Kribi-Bipindi-Lolodorf road. It was etimated

that about 1000 Bakolgygmieslive in these 43 camps and all will haveltenefit from the

IPP (Esso, May 1999)According to théNorld Banld secommendation, specific actiorns t
wards elucation and agriculture will jgroposeo the Bakla Pygmiesf they wish, and also,

they will be assisted in meeting their hdatteeds and ber needs of thezommunities. With

the proposed introduction of new lifestyle and the interruption of their normal activities, how
then has the project been able tash the identity of BakolRygmie® Thiswill alsobe a
focusin the present study.

Corsidering thecontextas mentioned above, theseath objectives of theresentstudy can

beformulated as a set of research questions as follows:

Research guestions

1) How fair is the compensation given to the affected communities?

2) After 5 years of exploitéon, how has tk projectaffecied the livelihoods of these
communities?

3) What dfects hasthe project on thadentity of someindigenouspeoplelocated in the

area?

1.4 Raison doéo°tre of the study

The ChadCameroon pipelin@roject wasfihot cak® information during the late 1990s and
early 2000, due to it publicity over the cha and other governmental an@mgovernmental
organiztions, describing the advantages that will be accrued from the project and demanding
public sypportand participatiorior the prgect. This motivatedomepeople toabandortheir

jobs and moved to the project area seeking jobs whighkibkeved will be highly waged

After the canpletion of the project, little is being heard of its activiteesl the outcome of

the project is morer less felt and seen depending on how individuals or communities pe

ceived of the project.

Also, current happenings around the Gulf of Guinea especially the rich oil Niger Delta region
of Nigeria,t he f a mo us wheBegidnappirgafrexpatrjate oiorkers and destod

tion of oil facilities by locals of theraa is a common phenomenon. The locals of the Niger
Delta regionare demanding a fair share of the oil revenue exploited in their region on which
they claim they are being marginalized and nedglbdrom resources exploited in theg-r

gion. This can benstigationto other oil producing regions if they belietr@tthey have not
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been fairly treateddow then can gigantic projects like the CHaameroon pipeline project
be the hope for people lignin difficult sociceconomic and political situationThis has

been the motivation behind the present study.

This study is not tonake an evaluation of the project in the precise study buegather $-

ing the EAand EMPstatemerd as a baseline data find outwhat effect has the project on
thepeople after the completion of the project in terms af theelihoods and lifestyle, that is

the expectations of the people as far as th

condtions of the peple is concern.

1.50rganization of the Study

Considering the objectives of the present studg,study will be divided into eight chapters.

The first chapter above introduces the study and the objectives of the study. The segond cha

ter presentshe sccio-geographical backgrourtd the study areand the different ethnic ide

tities in the areaThe third chager describeshe techniques applied and adapted to gather the
necessary da in the field, vhile the fourth chapter presents and disah&sconcets and

theories used inthe study The f i ft h, si xth, a n ddeseriptere nt h ¢
andanalysis of the collected data, and also tries to answer sharol question. Thegath
chapterwhich is the conclusion will focus on analyzinge tmain finding andgives asun-

mary of the present study.
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2. The Study Area

2.1 Introduction

This chapter introduces the sogjeographical background of the study area, the different
communities thatmake up the study arethat is, the ethnic identity of the people and their

main eonomic activities.

2.2 Geographical Background.

The Ocean Division is amongst the four Divisions of the South Region of Cameroon. It is
located witfin latitudes 2 5 MNodard longitude 8 5 6This coastal plain is undulating with
altitudes ranging betweent@ 600m above sea level. Further away from the coast, the-hinte
land is made up of a low plateau. At Kribi which is the Divisional capital, the mean annual
rainfall is atut 3000mm, and the mean annual temperature is ab8uti2fas equatorial
climate with alternating wet and dry seasons and a vegetation of the equatorial forest. (Cam
roon National Statistics Institute (CNSI): 2008his coastal climate is influenceg the ne-
teorological egetor, which is the meeting point between the anticyclones of Azores (north
Atlantic) and that of Saint Helen (south Atlanti®he combine effects of the convergence of

the tropical oceanic low pressure zone and the inter tropaat Within result in the type of
climate found in this area, where rainfall along the coast increases from the south to the north,
with rainfall of about 3000mm iKribi, 4000mm inDouala, and about 11000mm in Deldun

scha, long raiyp seasons of 8months amaddry season from November to Febru@dRAD:

2001) The forest in this area is wet, green Atlantic forests which have different stages made

up of trees, shrubs and grass.

The Ocean Division has a surface area of about 11.28&hda population of abo@83.062
inhabitants with a population density of 8 persons perkhess than the national average of
32 persons per KM{CNSI: 2006). The Ocean Division is further divided into 9 subdivisions;
Akomll, Bipindi, Campo, Kribi Urban, Kribi Rural, Lokondjé&plodorf, Mvengue and Niete.

And these subdivisions aferther divided into villages. Mgtudy area is focus aroukdibi.

Kribi has a population of about 60.000 inhabitgi@biSI. 2006. It is a beachesortand sea

port in Cameroonlying on the Gilf of Guinea coast, at the mouth of the KierRRever. It
services sea traffic in the Gulf of Guinea and also lies near the terminus of the Chad

Cameroon pipeline. Many ethnic groups live in the Ocean Division but they are mostly cat
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gorized under the leadingattitional lifestyle of thePygmiesand the Bantus. These groups

are culturally distinctive and have their own communities.

2.3 Ethnic Identity: Bantus and Pygmies

The Ocean Dision is inhabited by two distinct ethnic communities which can be ocateg
rizedunder the Bantiand thePygmie® et hni ¢ gr oups. Tyefth ant us
population while thePygmiesare the minority and are permanently in scattered locations
around the ared he Bantus in the Oceanivision are further divided into diffen¢ ethnic

groups and do speak different local languages whidadecBakoko, Bassa, Fang, Mabea
Batanga, Ngumba, EvouzokBoulou, Yassa, Mvea and othBantu speaking groupgrhese
languages are sitar and someone speaking MaliBaunderstand what some®is saying in

Ngumba but the main official language in this area is French.

The Pygmieson their part areommonlyseen to beshorterpeoplethan their neighboring
Bantu Though they are short, they are not daafind also, their long history of intean
riage with theKuassiohas made it in such a way that at times difficult to distinguish le-
tween a gmy anda Bantu in terms of heighAccording toStefanAnitei, a science editor in
his three page damentfiwho Are thePygmie® i They are not dw# 0 publishedon the
30" November 2007, he sayilnlike the Bantus;the Pygmieshave hairy body, an aquiline
nose and a lighter skin. They are restricted to the most inhospipddodes in the tropical
forest and are isolated from the surrounding popiola
(http://news.softpedia.com/news/\WhAoe-the-Pygmies72485.shtrh Pygmiesin general are

called different names dependiran their geographicallocation such as theafKola,
bab6Bongo, b a dMbbeArkzae | bea 6 T w astudyrareabis inhdditedtby the My
b a él&(Bakola) Pygmies It is believe that thé&akola Pygmiesand theKuassiomigrated
together in the Atlantic littoral area and have since maintained closed rethgogi®re they

speak closely related mutually comprehensible languagénesePygmieslive in camps

made of huts, awstructed in a circle form. The huts are built by women from forest branches
and leaves. The huts are just sleeping places and sheltenfasnaost of their life is deploy
outside.Their settlements arefegred to as camps because Fygmiesare nomadic people

without permanent séements.

Unlike the Bantus, th®ygmiesare not fully engaged iagriculture. Their main source of
food is fom the animals they hurdnd their teeth are usually sharpened to adapt to meat ea
i ng. Since they ar e MNandthelonly donmestiy anichalstiiey havee a r
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are dogswhich are used for hunting. THeygmieshave special hunting senses amnd cap-

ble of imitating the movements and sound of the animals they hunt. They use poisoned bows
with arrows, spears, knives, and hunting webs, madenet. They usually hunt in groups

and on the run, chasing the prey till they can shoot their arrbeir Tiunts areisuallycom-
plimented with what the women and children gathered from the forest such as: forest fruits,
berries, fungi, nuts, leaves, roots, snakes, frogs, termites and other insegislacatarvae,

worms and honey.

The Pygmiesusuallymake barter with the neighboring Bantu people. They offer extra hunt
meat andorest products and in return, they receive weapons, pots, knives, fabrics, palm oil,
manioc, green bananas, alcohol, tolsaand cannabis. Sometimes, ygmiesare hired to

work in cocoa plantations for some few weeks and after beingtbaig abandoned their jobs

anddisappear deep in therést.

Photo 2.1 Typical Pygmy Camp

The Pygmieshave an excellerknowledge of the forest pharmacopeia, they know plants that
can cure from gut worm to snake bites and eye diseases, and are considered as traditional
hedlers where people do dor local treatmentThe oldest person in a Pygmy camp is usually

t h e nad thd canipoTh®ygmiesare very reticent in their relations withet neighboring

people sincehey are being considered as primitive, inferior and less intelligent by tine Ba

tus. ThePygmiesenjoy playing music and dancing during their leisure time anenearry-

ing out rituals. They use drums made of hallow tree trunks covered by a patch of skin. They
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dance inavery agitated and expressive way, imitating the sound and movements of animals
(Stefan Anitei: November 2007).

The BakolaPygmiesand theBantu cultivatorslive sideby-side and do have variations in
their rdationship. According to Ngim&. (2001:209),there exist two types of relationship;
one which appears superficial and limited to economic exchange between the Bygjkola
miesand the Bssa, Bakoko, Mvea, fang, Evouzok and Yassa, and the other which is based
on cultural and inteethnic relationship between the Bakola andKhassiospeaking groups
(Ngumba and MabeaJhe BakolaPygmiesare therefore closer to tikiassiodue to cultural

and hstorical similarities than the other Bantu groupat despite these variations, the Bak

la and the Bantu groups share the same forest environment which indubitatityooed

their everyday life.

In the Ocean Division,hie Pygmiesare commonly referceto asfindigen® (i ndi genot
peopld, while the Bantu farmers are referred tovélsgeois, (villagers orlocal population)

Thus,it is not common to hear people talking of the Bantu orRigmies rather, they use
findigenous peopler indigeneé to refer to thePygmiesand thefvillagers or fipeasanisto

refer to the Bantus. Therefore, the present study will try to find out what effects hasethe pip

line project on the identitgf these indigenous people.

2.4 Their Economic Activities

The main econmic activities in the Ocean Divisionclude industrial plantations such as-S

capalm (palm oil), Hevecam (ber), and some commercial enterprises around the harbor

area, includingveekend tourist trade. The private sector plays an fitapbrole in the loal

econany. According to Van den Berg and Biesbrouck (2000:13), this region has recently

seen the devepment of large banana, pineapple, and oitrpplantations which ishe work

of city elites and not from the local village pogion. The local economig also boosted by
retired workers who are engage i nbupamtsh t tr ac
lam whose role is to go into the inacsessibl
at a cheaper rate and retail them in town at a mudiehigate. This is because the country

side populations k& products to selbbut nomarkes for the productsvhich is further cao-

strained with high transport costhere as the coastal populatidrese markets but no pte

uct therefore, th@women go to tlese hintdandsto buy and retail in towrFishing is also a

2 French word for a peasant or someone from the country side.
¥ Women buying and retailing foodstsfand vegetables
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principal economic activity and it imostly practicedby the coastal Batga, while thePyg-
mieslive mostly on hunting and gathering.

General,most ofthe people rely primarily on subsistenggiaultureand in some areas; they
haveoil palm andcocoa for cash crop. But since the prizes of cocoa crumbled in the world
market in the late 1980s, their importance is reducing significantly. Though the prices have
been rsing, the fields have not beaignificantly rehabilitated as many plantations still suffer
from crop diseases and pest contraiasreadily availableThey cultivate food crops such as

cassava, iwumber, intercropped field mixed with banana, plantains, some nm&sabo
(cocoyam) ad others.

Map 2.1 Kribi Urban and Rural Sub Division
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Map 2.2 Location of the Bakola figmy Basecamps and Hunting Areas

Source: Esso 1999

Source: Esso 1999
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