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Abstract   

 The Chad-Cameroon petroleum development and pipeline project was received with great 

expectations. Though the project presented negative effects to the environment, with the pro-

posed mitigation strategies, many people saw it as a path to help improve their livelihoods 

through proposed compensations, provision of health facilities, school, drinkable water, and 

an opening for job opportunities. The Bakola on their part where promised better housing, 

improvement in their health situation, possibilities to encourage them to be more farmers than 

hunter and gatherers, recognition of their civil status and also encourage the Bakola to leave 

the forest and integrate into the wider society. 

With the completion of the pipeline project in 2004, this thesis tries to assess the impacts of 

the project to the people of the Ocean Division since its completion. With the project being 

officially publicized as beneficial to the people of Cameroon, the affected communities are 

claiming a myriad of negative impacts and if any, some few positive impacts to these com-

munities. While the villagers are claiming lost of livelihood sources and unfair compensation, 

some Bakola are praising the project for having provided them with houses and some items, 

while most of the Bakola are attributing their lost of livelihood sources (hunting and gather-

ing) partly to the effects of the pipeline project in opening up the forest.  
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                          1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background Introduction 

Large amount of oil deposit was discovered in the Doba region of Southern Chad in the late 

1980s, but since Chad is a land-locked country, there was need for a coastal terminal for the 

final export of petrol. The Southern coast of Cameroon offered the best possible option for 

the pipeline terminal. In contrast to Chad, Cameroon is a country of striking diversity - in 

geography, climate, people, religion, language and economic structure.  

According to the PID (Project Information Document) of 1997, Chad with a population of 

about 8 million is one of the poorest (US$ 180 GNP per capita) and amongst the least devel-

oped countries in the world. Before petroleum exploitation, agriculture, especially cotton 

generated 40% of the GDP and provided livelihood for over 80% of the population. It was 

therefore believed that the development and export of Chadôs petroleum reserves in the Doba 

region could significantly improve its development prospects. Cameroon on its part has a 

population of about 18 million (CNSI: 2006) and a GDP per capita of about US$ 610. After 

averaging a growth rate of about 7% a year from 1960-1985, economic growth turned nega-

tive with per capita income falling 50% by 1993 owing to negative declining oil production, a 

collapse in terms of trade, unproductive public spending, corruption and sharp appreciation of 

exchange rate. (PID: 1997). 

With the difficult situation of the two countries, the development of the oil fields was deemed 

necessary. The 1070km pipeline from the Doba region of Chad to the offshore loading facili-

ties on the Cameroon Atlantic coast was estimated to cost US$3.2 billion. The project could 

result in US$2 billion in revenue for Chad, averaging US$ 80 million per year and US$ 500 

million for Cameroon, averaging US$ 20 million per year over a 25-years period. The objec-

tive of the petroleum and pipeline project therefore was to promote economic growth for 

Chad and Cameroon through the private sector-led development of Chadôs petroleum re-

serves and their export through Cameroon. The project is expected to substantially increase 

public revenue for Chad, would provide additional resources to alleviate poverty through so-

cial sector and infrastructure development. The project will also provide needed additional 

government revenue to Cameroon (as a transit country) to support macro-economic stability 

and service governmentôs financial obligations and expenditures (World Bank, 1997:1, 

1999:10) 
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  Map 1.1    Overview of the Pipeline Transportation System 

     

                                                                                                                              
   

     Source: Esso 1999 

1.2 Description of the Pipeline Project 

The pipeline project involves the development of the Doba oil fields in Chad; the construc-

tion of a 1070km buried pipeline from Doba in Chad to Kribi in Cameroonôs Atlantic coast, 

and related pumping stations, pressure reduction station, ancillary facilities and infrastruc-

tures; and the installation in Cameroon of an offshore marine export terminal facility: a 

moored Floating Storage and Offloading vessel (FSO), and associated marine pipeline and 

related facilities.   

Of the 1070km of pipeline, 890km of a760mm diameter pipe is buried in Cameroonian soil 

(Esso 2003:2). It traverses 4 provinces, 11 divisions, and 238 villages, affecting a population 

of about 1 million people. An estimated 3.500ha of land is needed with about 125ha for the 

installation of permanent facilities. 30m wide of Land Easement is needed for pipeline con-

struction and on difficult terrain with steep slopes, roads and railway crossings, the width of 

Land Easement may be expanded to 50m and at river crossing, Land Easement may be 60m. 
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The pipes are buried at a depth of 1.0 to 1.5m and on rocky areas; its depth may be 0.5m. Of 

the three pump stations, two are constructed in Cameroon at Dompla and Belabo. There is 

also a Pressure Reducing Station (PRS) close to the marine terminal at Kribi. It also involves 

the construction of a subsea pipeline of about 11km long, an FSO vessel off the shore of Kri-

bi. The project will also include the upgrading of various infrastructure facilities, permanent 

and temporary storage areas, roads and railway system, and a satellite-based communication 

system (IBRD 2001:34, World Bank 2000:1-2). 

The pipeline construction would involve the temporary clearing of a strip of land between 30 

and 60 meters wide along the pipeline route; digging a ditch to accommodate the pipes; 

transporting and stringing the pipes along the length of the route; welding the pipes; installing 

the pipes in the trench; backfilling the trench; and reclaiming the cleared area along the pipe-

line route. 

Construction work will take place over 3.5years and will involve a peak work force in Came-

roon of between 2.000 to 2.600workers. During the 30years nominal life of the project, it is 

estimated that approximately 300 operation personnel will be required, and about 200 of 

these positions could be available to Cameroonians. Cameroonians will be hired and trained 

to replace expatriate personnel as the operation progresses (Esso, October 1997) 

1.2.1 Project Alternatives 

Before the final decision on the pipeline route, different alternatives to transport the crude oil 

to the world market were also considered. Firstly, alternative to pipeline transport of pro-

duced crude oil were considered ï where a combination of trucking, rail, road, river and small 

diameter pipeline transportation of crude oil. But it was decided that for the project to be eco-

nomically viable, the only feasible alternative to transport the huge volume of crude oil is the 

pipeline construction. 

Secondly, alternative pipeline route and sitting facilities ï here, two marine terminal locations 

were identified (Limbe and Kribi), and three possible pipeline corridors - A, B, and C. The 

selected locations and routes were assessed to come out with the most economical, technical 

and environmentally acceptable alternatives. In this regard, preliminary environmental and 

socio-economic criteria to be avoided were considered based on: areas of high priority for 

protection; parks, reserves, and intact areas of primary forest; terrain with high agricultural 
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land use potentials for development; steep sloping terrains and erosive soils; zones with dense 

and relatively undisturbed vegetation.    

  Map 1.2 Pipeline Corridors and Terminal Alternatives. 

                          

 

                  Source: Esso 1997                                                                                                

Each of the corridors possesses advantages and disadvantages in view of their physical, envi-

ronmental and socio-economic considerations. See map 1.2. Corridors A and C both inter-

sects greater number of sensitive features which includes: evergreen forest (corridor A), oil 

palm plantations (corridor A), Mountainous/rocky terrain and mount Cameroon (corridor A), 

wetland and swamps associated with the upper Nyong river (corridor C). Corridor B encoun-

ters the largest areas of urban land use, including traditional small villages such as the Bakola 

Pygmies, but this affect a relatively short length of the pipeline (3.8km). It was believed that 

this situation could be avoided by the final routing of related activities or mitigated by appro-

priate design and construction techniques. Corridor B did offer greater proximity to existing 

transportation routes which will reduce the potential for environmental disturbances due to 

vegetation clearing which can potentially create easy access for people into the forest. Thus 

corridor B was chosen with a marine terminal at Kribi.  But it is also argued amongst Came-

roonians that corridor B was chosen for political reasons because of the marginalization of 

LIMBE 

KRIBI  
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English Cameroon by French Cameroon since Limbe is in the English Cameroon, despite the 

fact that corridor A offered favorable conditions with a natural sea port at Limbe and the exis-

tence of an oil refinery at Limbe.  

Thirdly, no project alternative ï in this aspect, the benefits of the project was compared with 

the adverse impacts of the project and it was concluded that the project will raise local em-

ployment, increase government revenues, improve infrastructures and enhance business op-

portunities for Cameroonians. Thus, the no project alternative was dismissed because it will 

result in a lost opportunity for Cameroon. 

1.2.2 Impact Assessment Made before the Projectôs Takeoff. 

For the project to go operational, the World Bank acting as the major lending partner needed 

a comprehensive impact assessment of the project before funds will be allocated. In this re-

gard, an international consulting firm ï Dames and Moore, was consulted to carry out the im-

pact assessment of the project which was completed and published in different volumes in 

1999 in documents commonly known as Environmental Assessment (EA) and Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP). The EA identified physical, biological, human and socio-economic 

and environmental issues pertaining to Cameroonôs portion of the project and the EMP put 

forward mitigation measures to redress the adverse effects of the project. 

The EA identified the projectôs impact on the human environment, biological resources, hy-

drology, hydrography and water quality, geology, soil seismicity, meteorology and air quali-

ty, public health and safety, and waste management. On the human environment, the impacts 

of the project included: short term changes in land use, mainly, the land easement will result 

in dislocation of some agricultural and economic activities; long term changes in land used 

within the easement system will allow only the cultivation of annual crops that do not inter-

fere with the functioning and maintenance of the pipeline. Long term changes in land used for 

construction and operation of permanent facilities such as the pump stations and the pressure 

reduction stations; labor and the potentials for unequal distribution of jobs; potential boom-

bust syndrome as workers are recruited and released from construction, potential develop-

ment of unplanned settlements in the vicinity of the project camps and facilities; inflationary 

effects on the residents of the area from the purchase of local goods and services for the 

project; potential boom-bust syndrome for local suppliers as the purchasing requirements for 

the project decline at the end of construction; dust generated by project activities resulting in 

unsafe traffic conditions and nuisance to local population; disturbance to ancestral remains 
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and sacred places and objects; interference with transhumance migration patterns causing en-

croachment on neighboring land holdings or increase competition for food and water; poten-

tial disturbance of Pygmy settlements and population during construction (Esso 1999) 

On the biological resources, impact will be felt on movement, mixing and compaction of 

soils, by heavy equipment resulting in loss of topsoil and essential nutrients and other soil 

components; removal of vegetative cover and shade canopy, increasing soil surface tempera-

ture, decreasing moisture content, killing soil organisms and increasing potentials for erosion 

along the pipeline and roadways/river crossings; deposition of dust on the vegetation adjacent 

to project facilities and roadways, which could contribute to the local die-off of the vegeta-

tion, the possible spread of the invasive weed chromolaena (Eupatorium) odorata into the 

Mbere Rift Valley; removal of commercially valuable timber where the pipeline passes 

through patches of unlogged semi deciduous forest north of the Lom River and between Be-

labo and Nanga Eboko area; potential increase in mortality of wildlife from the increase traf-

fic on the main and secondary roads; the disturbance or the clearance of the natural vegeta-

tion along rivers and streams, which are important in providing cover to slow moving or se-

dentary wildlife species; facilitation of access to currently remote and relatively inaccessible 

areas including patches of relatively undisturbed semi deciduous forest or patches of matured 

or well developed secondary forest in the littoral evergreen zone; degradation of the natural 

habitat in the core area of the Mbere Rift Valley from construction activities; direct displace-

ment of local wildlife or depletion of wildlife resources due to hunting or on increase demand 

for bush meat by construction work force in the wooded savanna, semi deciduous forest, and 

Atlantic evergreen forest; increase turbidity and reduced visibility due to erosion and sedi-

mentation; potential disturbances to aquatic resources from minor spill of diesel, gasoline, 

hydraulic, brakes, transmission, and other equipment fluids or chemicals, damage to botani-

cal, wildlife and other aquatic resources and contamination of both groundwater and surface 

water bodies resulting from oil spills (Esso 1999). 

On the public health and safety, impacts will be felt on the following domains: increase inci-

dence of respiratory diseases; increased incidence of vector-related diseases, such as malaria, 

schistosomiasis, filariasis, and onchocerciasis; increased incidence of sexually transmitted 

diseases; increased incidence of water and food related illnesses; increase in accidents, inju-

ries, and increase in chemical exposure and environmental diseases.  

1.3 Putting the Problem into Context 
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According to Barrow (1997:6), impact assessment should be more concerned with the con-

tinued welfare of the people and the preservation of nature, and it should also be a promising 

tool for sustainable development. He goes further to argue that many development attempts 

have been to sacrifice long-term wellbeing for short-term gains which are often achieved at 

the expense of damage to the environment or to peopleôs physical and mental welfare (ibid). 

This therefore implies, to achieve a development which is sustainable and at the same time 

maintain the stewardship of nature, there is a need for impact assessment on all programs, 

plans, projects, policies, and actions.    

The purpose of the Chad-Cameroon pipeline project is to transport and sell oil from the oil 

fields in the Doba basin of Southern Chad to the world markets via marine terminal facilities 

off the Atlantic coast of Cameroon in a manner which is compatible with the balanced envi-

ronmental and socio-economic needs of the people of Chad and Cameroon. The World Bank 

approved the project with the hope that from the EA and EMP (which outlined the adverse 

effects and mitigation strategies of the project), the people of Chad and Cameroon will bene-

fit from the projectsô activities and results. Most of the people in the Ocean Division depend 

on the natural environment (farming, fishing, hunting and gathering) for their living and it is 

likely that the activities of these people will be directly or indirectly affected by the projectôs 

activities. Therefore, to overcome the adverse effects of the pipeline project, it was accepted 

that the affected communities will be compensated and the compensation should be equal to 

or more than their actual living conditions. How fair has the compensation been carried out 

and how do these communities perceive of the compensation? The present study will take a 

look at this situation.    

About 70% of Cameroonians depend on agriculture for their living and unemployment rate is 

more than 30%: 2001 estimates (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/geos/cm.html). Most people are employed in the informal economy. The pipeline 

project was seen as a booster to the economy from the construction phase and throughout the 

operation phase as it is going to open opportunities for job creation both skilled and unskilled 

labor and it will also favor the growth of auxiliary services that are directly or indirectly in-

volved with the project. Despite the negative effects of the project, it is believed that the ben-

efits of the project do prevail over these negative effects. The project was therefore approved 

in order to foster the socio-economic development of the two countries by increasing fiscal 

revenue from petroleum exportation, creation of employment opportunities for the local 

people, creation of social amenities such as hospitals, schools, roads and provision of drink-

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cm.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cm.html
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ing water, which will help them improve their living conditions, the protection of the envi-

ronment on which these people depend and which is also of vital importance at the global 

scale. But rather on September 9
th
 2008, instead of acclaiming the success of the pipeline 

project, the World Bank announced that it was unable to continue supporting the Chad-

Cameroon pipeline project because arrangements that underpinned its involvement in and 

support for the project were not working. What went wrong? How has the project been able 

to address its objectives of poverty alleviation or is it more focus on profit making? This 

study will try to look at the effects of the pipeline project on the livelihoods of the affected 

communities.  

The pipeline project traverses the South Western part of Cameroon which is an area inhabited 

by the Bakola Pygmies. According to the World Bank, the Pygmies are considered as ñIndi-

genous Peopleò, characterized by ñvulnerability to being disadvantaged as social groups in 

the development processò (World Bank policy on indigenous people, Approach Paper for 

Revision of OD 4.20. (July 14, 1998). To be considered as ñindigenous peopleò the World 

Bank looked at certain characteristics which must be applicable to the group. This include: a 

close attachment to ancestral territories and to the natural resources in these areas. The Bako-

la Pygmies are closely attached to their ancestral territories and surrounding natural re-

sources; the self-identification and identification by others as members of a distinct cultural 

group. The Bakola Pygmies view themselves, and are recognized by others as a distinct cul-

tural group; they should have an indigenous language often different from the national lan-

guage. The Bakola language is close to the Kuassio
1
 language; there should be the presence 

of customary social and political institutions. Some customary social and political institutions 

do exist amongst the Bakola Pygmies; and also, the presence of primarily subsistence-

oriented production.  The Bakola Pygmies are primarily a subsistence-oriented lifestyle 

people, though agriculture is gaining some importance. 

Because of the presence of the Pygmies in the vicinity of the project route, and their vulnera-

bility to the projects activities, a study was carried out on the Pygmies known as the Indigen-

ous Peoples Plan (IPP). The purpose of the IPP is to mitigate any potential adverse impacts to 

the Bakola Pygmy populations and to provide assistance to these communities. The studies 

found out that within 2km or less from the Cameroon Transportation System (CTS) ease-

ment, are the location of 23 Bakola Pygmy settlements. And also, there are some 20 settle-

                                                 
1
 Kuassio is the language of the Mabea and Ngumba Bantu group. 
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ments whose primary access or egress is the Kribi-Bipindi-Lolodorf road. It was estimated 

that about 1000 Bakola Pygmies live in these 43 camps and all will have to benefit from the 

IPP (Esso, May 1999). According to the World Bankôs recommendation, specific actions to-

wards education and agriculture will be propose to the Bakola Pygmies if they wish, and also, 

they will be assisted in meeting their health needs and other needs of their communities. With 

the proposed introduction of new lifestyle and the interruption of their normal activities, how 

then has the project been able to shape the identity of Bakola Pygmies? This will  also be a 

focus in the present study. 

Considering the context as mentioned above, the research objectives of the present study can 

be formulated as a set of research questions as follows: 

Research questions 

1)  How fair is the compensation given to the affected communities? 

2) After 5 years of exploitation, how has the project affected the livelihoods of these 

communities?  

3) What effects has the project on the identity of some indigenous people located in the 

area? 

1.4 Raison dô°tre of the study 

The Chad-Cameroon pipeline project was ñhot cakeò information during the late 1990s and 

early 2000, due to it publicity over the media and other governmental and Nongovernmental 

organizations, describing the advantages that will be accrued from the project and demanding 

public support and participation for the project. This motivated some people to abandon their 

jobs and moved to the project area seeking jobs which they believed will be highly waged. 

After the completion of the project, little is being heard of its activities and the outcome of 

the project is more or less felt and seen depending on how individuals or communities per-

ceived of the project. 

Also, current happenings around the Gulf of Guinea especially the rich oil Niger Delta region 

of Nigeria, the famous ñOgonilandò, where kidnapping of expatriate oil workers and destruc-

tion of oil facilities by locals of the area is a common phenomenon. The locals of the Niger 

Delta region are demanding a fair share of the oil revenue exploited in their region on which 

they claim they are being marginalized and neglected from resources exploited in their re-

gion. This can be instigation to other oil producing regions if they believe that they have not 



 

10 

 

been fairly treated. How then can gigantic projects like the Chad-Cameroon pipeline project 

be the hope for people living in difficult socio-economic and political situation?  This has 

been the motivation behind the present study.  

This study is not to make an evaluation of the project in the precise study area, but rather us-

ing the EA and EMP statements as a baseline data to find out what effect has the project on 

the people after the completion of the project in terms of their livelihoods and lifestyle, that is 

the expectations of the people as far as the pipeline projectôs goal of improving the living 

conditions of the people is concern. 

1.5 Organization of the Study 

Considering the objectives of the present study, this study will be divided into eight chapters. 

The first chapter above introduces the study and the objectives of the study. The second chap-

ter presents the socio-geographical background to the study area and the different ethnic iden-

tities in the area. The third chapter describes the techniques applied and adapted to gather the 

necessary data in the field, while the fourth chapter presents and discuss the concepts and 

theories used in the study. The fifth, sixth, and seventh chaptersô focuses on the description 

and analysis of the collected data, and also tries to answer the research question. The eighth 

chapter which is the conclusion will focus on analyzing the main finding and gives a sum-

mary of the present study. 
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 2. The Study Area 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter introduces the socio-geographical background of the study area, the different 

communities that make up the study area, that is, the ethnic identity of the people and their 

main economic activities. 

2.2 Geographical Background. 

The Ocean Division is amongst the four Divisions of the South Region of Cameroon. It is 

located within latitudes 2
0
 57ôN, and longitude 9

0
55ôE. This coastal plain is undulating with 

altitudes ranging between 0 to 600m above sea level. Further away from the coast, the hinter-

land is made up of a low plateau. At Kribi which is the Divisional capital, the mean annual 

rainfall is about 3000mm, and the mean annual temperature is about 27
0
c. It has equatorial 

climate with alternating wet and dry seasons and a vegetation of the equatorial forest. (Came-

roon National Statistics Institute (CNSI): 2006). This coastal climate is influenced by the me-

teorological equator, which is the meeting point between the anticyclones of Azores (north 

Atlantic) and that of Saint Helen (south Atlantic). The combine effects of the convergence of 

the tropical oceanic low pressure zone and the inter tropical front within result in the type of 

climate found in this area, where rainfall along the coast increases from the south to the north, 

with rainfall of about 3000mm in Kribi , 4000mm in Douala, and about 11000mm in Debund-

scha, long rainy seasons of 8months and a dry season from November to February (IRAD: 

2001). The forest in this area is wet, green Atlantic forests which have different stages made 

up of trees, shrubs and grass.  

The Ocean Division has a surface area of about 11.280km
2
 and a population of about 133.062 

inhabitants, with a population density of 8 persons per km
2
, less than the national average of 

32 persons per km
2
 (CNSI: 2006). The Ocean Division is further divided into 9 subdivisions; 

AkomII, Bipindi, Campo, Kribi Urban, Kribi Rural, Lokondje, Lolodorf, Mvengue and Niete. 

And these subdivisions are further divided into villages. My study area is focus around Kribi. 

Kribi has a population of about 60.000 inhabitants (CNSI: 2006). It is a beach resort and sea 

port in Cameroon, lying on the Gulf of Guinea coast, at the mouth of the Kienke River. It 

services sea traffic in the Gulf of Guinea and also lies near the terminus of the Chad-

Cameroon pipeline. Many ethnic groups live in the Ocean Division but they are mostly cate-
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gorized under the leading traditional lifestyle of the Pygmies and the Bantus. These groups 

are culturally distinctive and have their own communities. 

2.3 Ethnic Identity: Bantus and Pygmies. 

The Ocean Division is inhabited by two distinct ethnic communities which can be catego-

rized under the Bantus and the Pygmiesô ethnic groups. The Bantus form the majority of the 

population while the Pygmies are the minority and are permanently in scattered locations 

around the area. The Bantus in the Ocean Division are further divided into different ethnic 

groups and do speak different local languages which include Bakoko, Bassa, Fang, Mabea, 

Batanga, Ngoumba, Evouzok, Boulou, Yassa, Mvea and other Bantu speaking group. These 

languages are similar and someone speaking Mabea do understand what someone is saying in 

Ngumba, but the main official language in this area is French. 

The Pygmies on their part are commonly seen to be shorter people than their neighboring 

Bantu. Though they are short, they are not dwarfs. And also, their long history of intermar-

riage with the Kuassio has made it in such a way that at times it is difficult to distinguish be-

tween a Pygmy and a Bantu in terms of height. According to Stefan Anitei, a science editor in 

his three page document ñWho Are the Pygmies? ï They are not dwarf,ò published on the 

30
th
 November 2007, he says, ñUnlike the Bantus; the Pygmies have hairy body, an aquiline 

nose and a lighter skin. They are restricted to the most inhospitable places in the tropical 

forest and are isolated from the surrounding populationò 

(http://news.softpedia.com/news/Who-Are-the-Pygmies-72485.shtm). Pygmies in general are 

called different names depending on their geographical location such as the baôKola, 

baôBongo, baôMbenzele, baôAka baôTwa or baôMbuti. My study area is inhabited by the 

baôKola (Bakola) Pygmies. It is believe that the Bakola Pygmies and the Kuassio migrated 

together in the Atlantic littoral area and have since maintained closed relations therefore they 

speak closely related mutually comprehensible language.   These Pygmies live in camps 

made of huts, constructed in a circle form. The huts are built by women from forest branches 

and leaves. The huts are just sleeping places and shelter for rain as most of their life is deploy 

outside. Their settlements are referred to as camps because the Pygmies are nomadic people 

without permanent settlements. 

Unlike the Bantus, the Pygmies are not fully engaged in agriculture. Their main source of 

food is from the animals they hunt, and their teeth are usually sharpened to adapt to meat eat-

ing. Since they are Mobil, they donôt rear animals and the only domestic animals they have 

http://news.softpedia.com/news/Who-Are-the-Pygmies-72485.shtm
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are dogs which are used for hunting. The Pygmies have special hunting senses and are capa-

ble of imitating the movements and sound of the animals they hunt. They use poisoned bows 

with arrows, spears, knives, and hunting webs, made of vines. They usually hunt in groups 

and on the run, chasing the prey till they can shoot their arrow. Their hunts are usually com-

plimented with what the women and children gathered from the forest such as: forest fruits, 

berries, fungi, nuts, leaves, roots, snakes, frogs, termites and other insects, caterpillar, larvae, 

worms and honey. 

The Pygmies usually make barter with the neighboring Bantu people. They offer extra hunt 

meat and forest products and in return, they receive weapons, pots, knives, fabrics, palm oil, 

manioc, green bananas, alcohol, tobacco and cannabis. Sometimes, the Pygmies are hired to 

work in cocoa plantations for some few weeks and after being paid, they abandoned their jobs 

and disappear deep in the forest. 

      Photo 2.1    Typical Pygmy Camp   

               

                                              

The Pygmies have an excellent knowledge of the forest pharmacopeia, they know plants that 

can cure from gut worm to snake bites and eye diseases, and are considered as traditional 

healers where people do go for local treatment. The oldest person in a Pygmy camp is usually 

the ñchiefò of the camp. The Pygmies are very reticent in their relations with the neighboring 

people since they are being considered as primitive, inferior and less intelligent by the Ban-

tus. The Pygmies enjoy playing music and dancing during their leisure time and when carry-

ing out rituals. They use drums made of hallow tree trunks covered by a patch of skin. They 
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dance in a very agitated and expressive way, imitating the sound and movements of animals 

(Stefan Anitei: November 2007).  

The Bakola Pygmies and the Bantu cultivators live side-by-side and do have variations in 

their relationship. According to Ngima G. (2001:209), there exist two types of relationship; 

one which appears superficial and limited to economic exchange between the Bakola Pyg-

mies and the Bassa, Bakoko, Mvea, fang, Evouzok and Yassa, and the other which is based 

on cultural and inter-ethnic relationship between the Bakola and the Kuassio speaking groups 

(Ngumba and Mabea). The Bakola Pygmies are therefore closer to the Kuassio due to cultural 

and historical similarities than the other Bantu groups. But despite these variations, the Bako-

la and the Bantu groups share the same forest environment which indubitably conditioned 

their everyday life.  

 In the Ocean Division, the Pygmies are commonly referred to as ñindigeneò (indigenous 

people), while the Bantu farmers are referred to as villageois
2
, (villagers or local population) 

Thus, it is not common to hear people talking of the Bantu or the Pygmies, rather, they use 

ñindigenous people or indigenesò to refer to the Pygmies and the ñvillagersò or ñpeasantsò to 

refer to the Bantus. Therefore, the present study will try to find out what effects has the pipe-

line project on the identity of these indigenous people. 

2.4 Their Economic Activities 

The main economic activities in the Ocean Division include industrial plantations such as So-

capalm (palm oil), Hevecam (rubber), and some commercial enterprises around the harbor 

area, including weekend tourist trade. The private sector plays an important role in the local 

economy. According to Van den Berg and Biesbrouck (2000:13), this region has recently 

seen the development of large banana, pineapple, and oil palm plantations which is the work 

of city elites and not from the local village population. The local economy is also boosted by 

retired workers who are engage in petit trading and women popularly known as ñbuyam sel-

lam
3
ò whose role is to go into the inaccessible hinterland or country side and buy foodstuffs 

at a cheaper rate and retail them in town at a much higher rate. This is because the country 

side populations have products to sell but no markets for the products which is further con-

strained with high transport cost, where as the coastal populations have markets but no prod-

uct therefore, these women go to these hinterlands to buy and retail in town. Fishing is also a 

                                                 
2
 French word for a peasant or someone from the country side. 

3
 Women buying and retailing foodstuffs and vegetables 
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principal economic activity and it is mostly practiced by the coastal Batanga, while the Pyg-

mies live mostly on hunting and gathering.  

General, most of the people rely primarily on subsistence agriculture and in some areas; they 

have oil palm and cocoa for cash crop. But since the prizes of cocoa crumbled in the world 

market in the late 1980s, their importance is reducing significantly. Though the prices have 

been rising, the fields have not been significantly rehabilitated as many plantations still suffer 

from crop diseases and pest control is not readily available. They cultivate food crops such as 

cassava, cucumber, intercropped field mixed with banana, plantains, some maize, macabo 

(cocoyam) and others.  

       Map 2.1 Kribi Urban and Rural Sub Div ision 

 

       Source: MEAO 
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 Map 2.2 Location of the Bakola Pygmy Base-camps and Hunting Areas 

   

       Source: Esso 1999 

                                

 

 

 

Source: Esso 1999


