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Chapter One
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

General Background of Dam Construction

In the mid-20th century and the subsequent decadm®is were regarded as a neutral
development technology which could contribute tagpess in developing countries.
Economic development depends to a large extentlectrieity generation for industry,
agriculture and other sectors of the economy. Damstcuction for hydroelectric and
irrigation purposes was thus portrayed as a cameesof progress in many developing
countries. But the objectives of development usuadldressed the macroeconomic situation
rather than focusing on microscale effects, suchinmgsacts on upstream or downstream
populations whose areas would be negatively affedteasibility studies were concerned
with evaluating economic and technical aspects)emdcological and socio-cultural factors
were marginalized (Fahim 1981). Although the resesrof the local population would be
affected by such projects, they were rarely corgully the planners and decision-makers in
national governments. The hegemony of developmeabdrse of the time was primarily
glorified scientific knowledge as a guide to deysh®nt, and looked down upon local and
indigenous knowledge, because there was a strdig] inethe science and technology, which
played an important role in the justification okthew discourse of development (Escobar
1995). Developers therefore refused to allow thesypmed stakeholders to participate in the

decision-making process.

Dam construction as a developmental project hgstclearly a case of top-down
intervention. This era of hegemonic development dexhstating consequences by depriving
many people of their sources of livelihood leadiogheir impoverishment (Barth 1997). The
World Commission on Dams reported that in the presvithree decades almost 80 million
people around the world were forced to leave tlagid due to the construction of large dams.
Most of these people have been economically, allyyrand psychologically devastated.
Dams, in most cases, were tools for transferringraanally possessed resources like water
and land to the central government by appropridtiegn from local people (Shiva 2002). In

lInternational Rivers: Affected People 20&€€: http://www.internationalrivers.org/en/node/326




most cases there was a lack of accountability enpéwt of dam builders, financiers and
corrupt representatives of national authoritiesrddwer, in most cases local people lacked a
voice (Conca 2005). Consequently there were teasand conflicts in many third-world
countries between the government and the locallpewpo suffered such injustices. National
governments and policy-makers legitimize these huaral social costs as inevitable costs of
development and justify them on the basis of nafiarterests.

The past two decades have seen some importamged in this field. Through the
emergence of international anti-dam movementspagss has been started that the informed
consent of the people affected should become aimemart of any evaluation of dam
projects. The participation of local people in depenental planning is regarded as an
important element in bringing sustainable developntieat will change the livelihood system
of the population. Any intervention that is not &dn the consent of the local population
will probably lead to disputes and the revival tirecity problems, threatening stability and

security of the country.

Background to, and statement of, the problem

The Current research focuses on such issudsicdntext of the Nile in the Sudan. The
government of the country is involved in buildingna€ on the part of the Nile that passes
through the very north of the country. This areantzabited by Nubians, one of the oldest
African civilizations, dating back to 8000 B.C. N@ this the first time they experience
developments such as the ones described. The Nub#as still not forgotten the destructive
consequences of the Aswan dam, which submergedntiaén cityWadi Halfaand uprooted
a population of 100 000 from their ancestral land.

The patrticular focus of my project was an exgtion of the debate about the proposed
Kajbar dam in the Nubian region of Sudan, with mefee to the discourses of various actors
— government, opposition movements and local pdjoula- regarding the dams’ feasibility
and future impact. | wish in this way to show howacle category of actors evaluates the

economic, social, cultural and the environmentglaot of the dam differently and the power

2 There are four proposed dams in the Northern part of Sudan (Kajbar, Dal, Shereik and Mograt) and has

Merowe has already been accomplished, see the map, but | will focus on Kajbar case.



relations of these conflicting visions. AddresssBurh issues in the case of a country like
Sudan is even more important, as the unity of thentry is fragile and ethnic loyalties are far
stronger than “Sudanese national identity”. In tbiowing section | present some of the

arguments that are being used by the actors inabe presented here.

Conflicting visions

The new proposed dams are surrounded by tensiomastidist between the government and
Nubians. The government claims that the projedtindrease agricultural production as well
as electricity, which will be critical to the ecan@ progress of the regions. On the other hand
Nubiansseeit as a systematic de-population of the area ireotd replace them with Arab
groups around the lake. According to local actsjishe project is “a series of destructive
policies to dismantle Nubian society and assimiliie indigenous people of Nubian into
Arabic culture through well-organized programs aifitural cleansing, acculturation and
indoctrination”> They describe the government's claim that the eptojwill bring
development to the area, as an empty promise. Wigegovernment tried to start the project
without their consent, thousands of people dematestr against this policy, which they
regarded as a violation of their right to remaintiogir ancestral land. Four people were killed

and several injured in that demonstration by thigamy forces.

Various arguments have been raised for and sigéne Kajbar dam, depending on the
position of the actors involved in the debates. Possible way of exploring these tensions is
to view them as an interaction between contradjctlements provoked by the neoliberal era
of globalization. On the one hand, such a persgedtill link the Nubian case to generally
held points of view in the global discourse ovesogces, one encouraging privatization of
communally possessed resources, another focusimglus-based rules and the advocacy of
indigenous rights (Tsing 2005). The fate of sudjuarents is tied to the source of funding
which most often is on the side of privatizatios,veell as to whether opposing movements,
activists and local people are supported by trarsma anti-dam movements in their struggle

and how far local people are aware of their righsupport these organizations. Both sides of

Sudan Tribune 2007, Appeal to Rescue Nubia And to Stop Building the Kajbar Dam, Article 22302.




these struggles represent globalizing tendencied, aae expressed through the political
struggles surrounding their various positions ato/iies.

However, the same discourses can also be seenationalist context. This argument sees
the main problem to be the appropriation of resesirainder the flag of development, by
corrupted governments which use state power inrfa¥ehe ruling group (Ferguson 1994).
This perspective can tell us why the governmeimssgsting on constructing the dam in spite
of resistance from the so-called “beneficiariesi’ this context, it is important to understand
the government’s interests in the project. Gengigleaking, the role of state power and the
power relationships of development are very crudialensions in any discussion of national

developmental policies and how they are beingatati and implemented.

The importance of taking local people’s knowledmd opinions into account in planning
and decision-making will allow us to investigatee teources of Nubian knowledge and
attitudes about the dam. Local people should natbarded as being homogeneous in their
awareness of and attitudes towards the dam. Mastgriamay shape their perception of the
project. Age, gender, level of education, sociasifian, historical experiences, access to
resources and political loyalty; all these factoas influence their perceptions.

Conceptual framework
Here,| discuss the main concepts considered in the eanirshis project. In brief, these are:

development discourse, power, economics-drivepmatity and resistance.

Development discourse

This project primarily deals with different viewpds concerning the feasibility of the Kajbar

dam. Evaluation of the success or failure of thie@me of the development project depends
on the representations of the different stakehsld&tosse 2004). It is therefore essential to
investigate the discourse of development involwedat language is being used and what is
represented by the language. “The language of dprent constitutes an important

representational field in which the meanings artdntions of the development policies can
be grasped and analyzed, including the differetttracperceptions, views, desires and values
and how they are framed and defended, or challeagddcontested” (Arce 2000: 32)his
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perspective on the discourse of development whkeice the possibility of cross-examination
of the multi-vocal nature of proposed dam projektany aspects that are directly related to
the dam project can be explored by following déf&r discourses attached to it. The
discourse of development in the present case repiesnore than managerial, professional
and authoritative points of view. Such views aretaiely there, but so are project-related
rumors, songs, poems and jokes as expressed blpdhe Nubian community and their

activists, all of which should be regarded as péd development discourse. The aim of the
study is to understand these discourses rathertthpulge their truth. The aim should rather
be to examine the influence of a wide range of gm@rons and practices on different
stakeholders and to understand how they tacticalyipulate the same perceptions and

practices.

The above view is similar to Escobar’s positiEscobar 1995). He argued that the
development discourse produces knowledge about, exetcises power over, local
populations. From his perspective we can approdoh manifestations of mutual
interdependence of power and discourse. But uldg@bar’s very wide-ranging concerns, |
pay closer attention to the discourse of develograad its manipulation at national level in
state-society relations, rather than between “dges” and “Third World” countries. | agree
that development discourse is maintained by natipoaers and that “many modern states
and governments have grounded their legitimacy hair tability to affect development”
(Ludden 1992: 251).

Power of bringing the discourse into being

The question of achieving the outcome that the ldpweent intervention looks for is
inseparable from the power exercise in it is wgksnse. | mean power as “the ability to affect
others to obtain the outcomes one wants” (Nye ZBCH: This ability is not only through
coercive, military, punishment, forceful and thexahg but it can also be achieved positively
by persuasion and attraction “ by making otherstwarmat you want” (Nye 2004: 31) This is
why many writers have recently started to distispubetween soft and hard power ( Nye
2004 & llgen 2006). These writers are using théirison of soft and hard power mainly in
the field of the international politics. But | wilise them to analyze the power relations,
between the state and local community, in the ctredevelopmental intervention.



Soft power

When different discourses are articulated by déffe actors, it is important to know why a

specific discourse is more influential in shapihg tlevelopment project. It is also important
to know how powerful actors legitimize their actsoby producing a specific discourse. On
other hand, there are also resistance agents éhegitimize such discourses and practices.
“The dominant discourse of the decision makers lmamestabilized by creation of counter
narratives. This undermine the assumption of decisiakers and generate more uncertainty”
(Roe 1991:289). From this perspective we can athatethe development discourse is not
only the one articulated by powerful agents tolfi@te uncritical acceptance of modernists’

project; another is the capacity of the countecalisse of all critically engaged agents. Both

discourses shape the projects under discussioba@hdiraw on global dynamics.

Rationality, calculability and scientific metrotave been employed by the “developers” as
tools to legitimize their actions. | argue that dbetools are no longer exclusive to the
proponents of high-modernist schemes but also te tounter-movement of anti-
development agents, which also sometimes use the &aols to challenge and question the
project. Tsing argued that “globalization implichtboth imperial schemes to control the
world and libratory mobilizations for justice anchpowerment’(Tsing 2005: 9). Alongside
her argument | would say that knowledge/ideologkdi are not exclusive to what powerful
agents produce to legitimize their actions, bub &t&t the critical reproduction of knowledge

is creating a space in which the forces of restgand emancipation can play a role.

One of my informants interestingly pointed ohatt “science is always incomplete and
human beings always find another better opportuiihen he askedwhy do not we wait for
another alternative even if it has not been disoede/et”. This shows how the science and
technology that are used as tools for normaliziegetbpment can be questioned at local
level. And local people are aware of the shortcgsiand limitations of the science and
technology because they have disappointing expegenf developmental practices in many
state-run projects. Developmental practices andir tlehocking consequences have
accumulated and local people are nurturing themgimation about the consequences of
developmental interventions. The roles of new cek&mof communications such as
television, Internet are feeding this back to theiagination. Knowledge no longer supports

only powerful agents that can generate and utilizea particular way.
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A large number of recent critical analysts haointed out that the whole development
paradigm today “stands like a ruin in the intelldtlandscape. It is not only development
that has failed to deliver the economic growth autio-cultural modernization that it
promised; more fundamentally, the whole ideal @& tkevelopment can no longer carry any
conviction” (Ferguson 1999: 276)

Hard power

This struggle between discourses must not be takenean that development interventions
are being managed via dialogue. In many countriegjtual suspicion and mistrust
characterize state-society relationships, resultirthe emergence of popular movements that
view the state as an adversary dominated by eldaps aligned against the interests of the
majority” (Brohman 1996: 348) We have often seeat tivhen ruling elites have failed to
legitimize their self-serving, state-initiated, d@ngineering projects, they have resorted to
the use of state coercive power to enforce theizedan of their modernist schemes
(Ferguson 1994, Scott 1998 & Ake 2000). Fergusguex that: “By making the intentional
blue-prints for the “development” project can emgl performing extremely sensitive political
operations the entrenchment and expansion of utistial state power under the cover of
neutral technical mission to which no one can dbjéeerguson 1994: 256). Referring to the
experiences of “rural development” in Kenyan lasgale maize farming, Nigerian settlement
and irrigation schemes and Tanzanian villagisatiéerguson showed how development
schemes turn out to be a strategy for increasiatg stontrol of the peasantry. Few writers
have elaborated the concept of “etatization” tol@xphow the national ruling elite, which is
controlling the state power, is appropriating theptus values of the local communities

through developmental intervention ( Dutkiewicz BeBton 1987).

For these critical writers about the developntesgemony, “development is not a policy to
be implemented but rather a domination to be mgistherefore, they sometimes document
the whole local resistance movement (against, ldega construction, logging forests, rural

resettlement plans) in order to maintain theirtsgbtver resources” (Mosse 2004: 5).



“In the 1990s, the growing pressure of globalizatrendered homogeneous visions of the
nation less and less sustainable. Assimilation, dlassic prescription of the past, was
denounced as discriminatory, unacceptable and listreaVarious marginalized sectors of
Latin American society now found room to advocatd push for a pluralist” (McNish 2005:
36). McNish argued that “because of their limitatipneoliberal participatory reforms created
an environment of discontent in which indigenousugs, and also other excluded or
downwardly mobile sectors, have been rethinkingr threvolvement in social relations. In
recent writing there has been an increasing awaseti@t the same globalization processes
that have led to the homogenization of economicursy, and developmental policies have
also opened possibilities for cultural politicatasegies aimed at resisting homogenizing
forces and stressing dignity” (ibid 48-49).

Taking these theoretical positions into congtlen, a major focus of this study will be the
state-society relationship. One of the angles fiehich anthropologists study state-society
relationships is how the state and its actionspamreeived in the daily life of the people
(Gupta 2006). In the development field it is impottto adopt a similar perspective because
local people’s evaluations of state-run projects iaseparable from how they perceive the
state itself. In the present case, this perspeemnables us to elaborate on how the Nubians
perceive the state action in this dam project &g to discuss the nature of the relationship

between local people, i.e. the Nubians, and theSesk state.

Economic rationality behind the struggle: mistrusietween “Developers” and
the supposed “beneficiaries”

Promotion of the idea of the economy as a leadingefto the reality, not only helps powerful
first-world countries, as Escobar has argued, =mat elearly acts as a tool for exploitation at
the state level in third-world countries. The rgliglite deliberately obscure the identity of
their own interests with “national interest” thraduthe manipulation of the idea of economic
progress. Other potential philosophies of existeneealuations and perceptions are
undermined if they contradict “national interest”.

The recent idea about the concept of economy “esdeig the mid-19 century among

economists, sociologists, national statistical &genternational corporate organizations and



government programmes. All these formulated thecephof the economy as the totality of
moniterization exchanges, treating the mechanismaaself-contained, self-regulating,

internally dynamic and statistically measurableegptof social actions, scientific analysis and
political regulations” (Mitchell 2002: 4).

This economics rationality regards a particuiatable to be included in the considerations
of economists. There are many examples of ignareddliberately excluded) costs of Kajbar
dam, such as: environmental costs, psychologicglaats on the affected people, the
connectedness of people to their land and the B¥&a economic value of local properties,
their history, archaeology, culture, the risksheit standard of living after the disturbance of
their livelihood, the spread of diseases like malagsident in reservoirs, and so forth. The
core of the problem is that not all the costs @& fhojects are included because they are
mainly profit-oriented actions. This is why manyst®are being ignored by the government
at the expense of local communities. These enéixérd economics” variables are not being
considered for the interests of the powerful rulgldes. Growth is portrayed in terms of
macro-economic measures, while the consequencéseofynored variables (the excluded
costs) impoverished the local people; the statbaaities celebrate the increase in macro-

economic measures such as GDP.

“The organizing ground was the belief in theerof modernization as the only force capable
of destroying archaic superstitions and relati@ms] whatever social, cultural, and political
cost. Cultural attitudes and values and the exgstaif racial, religious, geographic, or ethnic
factors were believed to be associated with badtmess. Whatever the traditional ways
might have been it is true that massive povertthenmodern sense first appeared when the
spread of the market economy broke down commuisisyand deprived millions of people of

access to land, water, and other resources” (Esd@®s: 39).

The exclusion of these alternatives clearly i@ in this case study. The core of the
problem is the vision of the Dam Implementation tU{IU), the government planners’
perception of public consultation to be made after feasibility studies and within very
narrow limits, which were the opened negotiableeaspf deciding the resettlement area;
locals were not allowed, for example, to dispuie tompensation for their properties. That
attributes to the agents a particular kind of kremlgle (of experts, economists), a particular

way of calculating cost-benefit values (economidécwation) as a standard for guiding
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development practices. From this perspective, shigly critically explores the following
main questions: what costs were ignored? And innwlaterests? How will this affect the

local populations? What counter-reactions are akiglto challenge this hegemony?

“The market economy requires conventions andepswhat enable the completion of an
exchange with satisfying the standard of recogmitmf these externalities” (Mitchell
2002:290). Scott's (1998) concept of simplifyingpwhedge and narrowing the vision in order
to make particular measurements and calculatioables a high-modernist controlling and
manipulative position possible. This idea matchegill's argument about cutting out the
externalities and failing to calculate all involvedsts. These are illuminating perspectives in
this case study, because simplification of the ca@$tthe dam project by excluding of the

extra-economic costs is a clear aim of the plan@etgons.

Barth sees that the anthropologists' methodysna great advantage when it comes to
understanding the complexities and importance dtu@al and social factors in relation to
both economic and social welfare, and is also lisafua means of challenging the
economists, political scientists and bureaucrdtss@ who run the world today). Barth thus
appeals to us to use our anthropological knowledg&hallenge the idea of progress. If
progress implies that something more or betterréated, there can be no moral basis on
which to dismiss requirement that those whose Ihage been shattered crushed by induced
changes should be the first to receive shares finatprogress dividend” (Barth 1997: 241).

Appadurai (2004) has also discussed why extoma@uic costs have been trivialized in
development planning. He says “culture has beerweadeas a matter of some or other kind of
pastness; the key words here being habit, cust@mtabe, tradition. On the other hand
development is always seen in terms of future, gldwopes, targets. Therefore the cultural
actor is a person of the past, and the economar &t person of the future. Thus, from the
start, culture is opposed to development, as toadis opposed to newness, and habit to
calculation” (Appadurai 2004: 60). What he pragmss that development should build the
capacity to aspire which, in my view, portrays py@s a lack of aspiration. The problem of
such a perspective is that it may divert attenfrom the socio-economic and political forces
that underlie poverty. In this case, Nubians dolack that capacity, as what they propose as

an alternative is even larger than life. On thet@y | see the growing but hitherto
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unfulfilled aspirations of the local community detsource of the conflict between the local
community and the state.

Mitchell (2002) sees that the externalitiestagated as a secondary rather than an essential
aspect of economic activity. “The negative impaatsthe locals are being treated as an
individual market failure rather than a failure thle market principle to take into account
complex effects whose value can not be moneteriZzéuis he argues that, since no
transaction takes place in a vacuum, all acts chaxge produce external effects and all
involve costs that were excluded, probably not dpeiecognized or compensated for”
(Mitchel 2002: 90). When many earlier harmful expeces were raised by the Nubians, the
government and planners tended to regard themdagduoal failures, which would not be

repeated.

Resistance

Foucault’'s concept of governmentality widens anderstanding of power to include the
forms of social control in disciplinary institutisr{schools, hospitals, psychiatric institutions,
etc.) as well as forms of knowledge. Power can feaniitself positively by producing
knowledge and certain discourses that are substgueternalized by individuals and that
guide the behavior of populations (Foucault 19%tarting out from Foucault's idea about
map-making and particular boundary-related knowde@dgd its relation to the power of
modern countries, in the next chapter we will se& kthe Sudanese elite is using knowledge
production of this sort and its relationship to @eploitation of local resources under the
name of national interest, and how this processkas normalized by global developmental
policies. The concept of governmentality enablesousnderstand a considerable part of the
power relations (particularly the soft power) oé tproject. However, it does not help us to
grasp the whole of state-Nubian relations in theecatudied here. The critique of the
Foucauldian concept of power is: “if power is ewengre, how can we resist it? ....For
Foucault power does not only discipline, even, \they intimate spaces of subject but also

creates the room of resistant within its contextle@lon 2008: 4).

That sort of “totalizing power” which even creatspace for resistance within its context
does not seem to be applicable here. The Nubiatisiam resistance can not be described as
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a resistance from within the same context of potlat is being practiced on them. They
guestion and delegitimize the project, the statevgvoand discourses, the “scientific”
justifications of the dam, the idea of sacrificifigr the nation and the other pro-dam
arguments. The Foucauldian perspective of powerddvbe appropriate if they accepted, at
least, a part of the above-mentioned discoursegewbmaining in disagreement with, for
example, compensation rates or alternative ressdtie areas.

How Sudanese state power is being practicecalssndemonstrate that there is little space
for resistance in the context of the dam projecaniyl activists have been detained and
tortured, peaceful protestors have been killedheypolice, a judge refused to file the case of
killing, journalists have been prevented from rejpgr the case, many anti-dam government
employees have been dismissed or exiled to remates This is why | am concerned with
the concept of hard power. There are many fachatsallow the Nubian resistance to operate
outside the context of state power, among thenstifueg sense of belonging to Nubia more
than to Sudan, the reproduction of critical knowledvhich destabilize the state's and the
professionals’ discourse, the spread of rights-dbaskvocacy and the political discourse in the

Sudanese context after the comprehensive peacenagmé

In the mid-28 century post-colonial countries, any resistanca sate-run developmental
project was regarded as anti-state. At that timee discourses of sovereignty and nation-
building were overwhelmingly a reaction to colorsal. However, this is not the
contemporary situation of state-local communityatiehs. Nationalism and nation “as an
imagined community” (Anderson 1991) in the reabifythe Sudanese state is not as powerful
as is imagined by those who wish to exploit thegmation. For Nubians, the dam project
can not be justified as national progress when taey questioning the very basis of
nationhood itself. It can thus be disastrous tg malich on imagined community when in
reality it does not have that powerful identityidtfrequently asked why the national unity of
the country is fragile, because national unity @mething taken for granted without
questioning the process by which it has been/isgoepbnstructed. If we do not critically
interrogate this process we will probably end upraeducing the image of a preferable
national unity and its progress, measured agaimstthreat of ethnic revival. But the
important thing is to see who benefit from nationaity, and how this imagined unity is
vulnerable when it comes to real experience ofetkercise of power and resource allocation
in Sudan (Suleiman 2001).

-12 -



Many foundations of national unity that were matly taken for granted are actually being
questioned and challenged by the local people. @rbke local people said:belong to the
Nubian Homeland before belonging to Sudan, andoigé the first belonging, being Sudanese
does not make any sense to me and | can easily agaikst Sudan.The idea that the dam
will help the nation and the public interest is Inager convincing many anti-dam Nubians.
Unlike for the planners, government and pro-damrmtmge the national interest for them is
always between two brackets. The state always galzes the activists and accuses them of
working against the forces of this national unitydaits interests. State power has been
exercised through normalization of its actions loe bases of national progress and execution
of anti-dam agents. Nubian activists have beenssttof being anti-religion, anti-state and

of helping imperial agendas that work against thation.

The planners (at least some of them) themsédvew that what they are trying to represent
as national interest is not a true one. This becara when a prominent NCP member (the
former Economic & Financial Minster) presented aoremic plan for the transitional
period, in which he clearly called for re-allocatitne resources of the nation in the interest of
the ruling party (NCP) (Hamdi 2005).

Delegitimatisation of the many forces the Hgodernist ideology”, through questioning
nationalism, state interest, science and progrdss, ability of the developers and the
feasibility of the project, are some of the waysvtibe Nubian anti-dam movement works.

Regarding the capacity of the counter movenagainst the hegemonic developmental
discourses and practices, my position lies betwieemes Scott's pessimistic position and Ana
Tsing's very optimistic depiction of the ability tife forces of resistance to make difference.
In his book “Seeing Like a State”, Scott argueg thee of the reasons for the failure of the
state to run projects is that: “A prostrate ciatgety which lacks the capacity to resist these
plans” (Scott 1998: 5). Scott's underestimatiothef counter movements is also very clear in
another book “Weapons of the Weak”(Scott 1985)thi present case, Nubian resistance is
not that much powerless. The simple evidence is tingy have been able to delay the
government plan for more than one decade. | ansayhg that local resistance was the only
factor which constrains the implementation of Kajdam, but it has had a very significant

outcome. The local resistors are able to spreattalrknowledge about the project against
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planners’ information via the Internet and otherdmagto speak out when the government
controls the national media, and they are also #&blenobilize the power of ethnicity,
opposing political parties, and to exploit critice@wspapefsand international human rights
initiatives, and so on, as a way of facing up te government's use of the state's coercive
power. However, we can not go farther and argue aheounter movement has become as
powerful as state power. Tsing in her book “Frigti¢2005) uses friction as a metaphor for
different conflicting agents (which may be antipyo-dam agents in my case). But she gives
the feeling that both conflicting forces have alinibe same power. In the above quotation,
she writes as if the global forces of emancipadod empowerment have the same power as
global imperial dominating schemes. But the twdeast hypothetically, contradicting forces
still do not have as same power as she assumesydpaj (2003) illuminatingly represented
the problematic relations of global human rightsadcy as an emancipator force, and the
development hegemony, as an exploitative appardtgs.explained how human-rights
discourses are incapable of bringing empowermettidalevelopment victims, because these
discourses share some underlying assumptions ofimthéernizing tendency (Rajagopal
2003).

In the issue of the dam construction even magonal legislation that supports the anti-
dam agents is still not well established. Nor &erd clearly defined rules; for example, the
core of the regulations, in my case, is that any d@nstruction should be preceded by
“informed consent” of the people affected. But mf@d consent itself is a controversial
concept. Regarding the relationship of knowledgédeology, it is important to ask: Who
should inform whom? And what kinds of knowledge whobe used for this information?
What are the criteria that define good informatatrout the project? How can we ensure that
the Sudanese government and planners do not eaaitypulate this rule and declare they
have informed the local community, and thereforevehano further obligations or
responsibilities? Finally, will this help Nubians tivoid devastating consequences of the

project?

Chapter Two will go farther in showing how the conflicting w&s, about the feasibility,
interacted in the Kajbar dam project. From the egjnaphic representation of the stories of

the intervention, reactions and descriptions of ynavents of confrontations, | will discuss

*In the reference page | will refer to many articles published, about Kajbar dam, in the critical news papers.
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the power relationships of the project. From cafit@ry visions in the evaluation of the
gains and losses of the project, | explain how eagbnts attempts to delegitimize the

discourse and practices of the other party.

Chapter three is an ethnographic description of the main siteaanf my study, which
comprises the villages affected by the dam in theh& area in northern Sudan. The
ethnographic description mainly covers the backigdoof the area, the livelihood system and
its dynamics, and the factors that are changinpensubsistence economy. Although | pay a
great deal of attention to the local communitiegdremic life and their adaptive strategies, |
also try to represent the whole relevant socioucalt arrangements of their system of
livelihood. | argue that their immediate naturatreundings such as their land and the River
Nile are not simply economic resources but alsinddftheir belonging, identity, history and
their world view. Recognition of this complexity,hieh has been simplified by “high-
modernist” proponents, will give us a deeper untdeding of the conflicting visions about
the project and its feasibility. | will show the erging constraints in their economic life, such
as the shortage of land, fluctuations in the lewklthe Nile and disturbances of their
livelihood system, the fall in agricultural prodiset and high rate of emigration. This is the
economic situation which enables the pro-dam agentsgue for the viability of the dam.
Anti-dam Nubians agree that there are serious prnablwith their economic life, but they
perceive these differently when they argue agaihst dam. In both cases we see the
importance of the present situation in perceptiohthe project and predictions of how life
will be after the project. This background will bsed for further discussion in Chapter 4,
when we discuss and analyze the conflicting viemsoand power relationships involved
when each party tries to translate its vision iméng. The main question in this chapter is to
what extent their economic situation and the valical space has been devalued by pro-

dam agents and romanticized by anti-dam agents?

By focusing on the meanings, perceptions atdes that Nubians attached to their present
being, | will discuss the ignored costs involvedhe project. | will show how these costs are

being excluded, masked and simplified by plannedsgo-dam discourses.

In Chapter 4 on the basis of the second and third chaptersiogftaphic descriptions |
analyze how the project implementation is going@tigh a complex set of arguments between

contrasting knowledge, discourses, and evaluatidihgss forms the focus of this thesis,
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because the global rights discourse has inspirelsjpistice movements and created room
for new types of actions. All discourses about hannghts, indigenous rights, cultural
minority rights and community-based resource mameage reinforce the efforts of activists
who are working against the hegemony of centraldexklopment discourses and practices
(Tsing 2005). In the line of Tsing's Perspectivg, main argument is that: in this era of
globalization, it is not only the state’s capaddyproduce relevant and facilitating knowledge,
nor its monopoly of coercive power that shape thieame of the development projects, but
also the capacity of the alternative counter fotcemodify or resist government actions by
the production and use of critical knowledge anditiation of other forces to face this

hegemony.

Field settings

The unit of analysis in this research is a @amstruction, an event, which needed a multi-
sited field work strategy. The data required isedasn the dialogue between different
stakeholders around the feasibility of the dam #raactions created by these discourses.
Thus information can not be exclusively collecteahf one particular geographical area. The
villages in Mahas area, which will be affected bg Kajbar proposed dam, are the main site
of my field work. In addition to these villagesikited Khartoum and Dongola which are both
the seats for different powerful actors of condemmthis study, such as Nubian organizations,

associations, and other activists as well as tha Daplementation Unit.

Negotiating my way in the Field

In this section, | am interested in showing #zely aspects of fieldwork, especially my
negotiation with important gate keepers. Here, ladso interested in making explicit how my
own background i.e. the fact that | am a Nubianlbbeeging on the research outcome. This is
important because, at the ontological level, |dadithat the subjective element, as asserted
by postmodern theoretical arguments, is influent¢imgoutcome of a research carried out at
any point in time (Marcus & Fisher 1999). In ackidesging this, | do not however imply that
what | write in this research is subjective dissaubbordering to fiction.
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My arrival on June 2009 in the capital city aidan Khartoum heralded my field work
research. In Khartoum | stayed for a month lookmgthe right research permit that would
enable me to move in the Nubian homeland, partilyula villages which fall on the upper
stream part of Kajbar dam in Mahas. Simultanequshkas conducting some interviews with
Nubian activists, academicians, and different Nolsiaorganizations, student associations,

and other involved agents like the anti dam conaaith Khartoum.

| also searched the libraries of University diadktoum, and Nubian Study Center to get
some relevant local literature. | have collectechyneeports, little booklets, newspapers, and
documents from various sources. Many Nubians etallals have showed me their interest in
the topic and their willingness to help, and mahyhem did. They gave me documents and

introduced me to other key informants.

The permission procedure was complicated byabiethat the state and relevant institutions
like DIU are regarding new dam projects as statxet® They think the data of newly
proposed dams should be secret, thinking that smyeats can use it against them. | had a
letter from the University of Bergen showing thamh a student there and that | am doing my
fieldwork. In addition, | got another letter frorhet Department of Sociology and Social
Anthropology at University of Khartoum showing tham Teaching Assistant and doing my
fieldwork for my Master degree. The purpose of hgvihe second letter was that the
government agents trust researchers who belongidart®se Universities more than those
who are coming from other countries (particularly@&@ean and American universities). They
are cautious about allowing such studies. | hage Aken advised to not reveal that | am

coming from University of Bergen, but | never hig gonnections to that university.

| have tried different approaches, formal amidrmal, to get access to DIU data, to win
their trust, and to obtain their permission for fig/d work. The informal approaches helped
my purpose more than the formal one. The firsttthay | went to DIU, having my letters and
ID cards with me, an officer said: “don’t waste ydiume - it is impossible to release such
documents at this time. We haven’'t accomplishedpifogect implementation”. They were
also suspicious about my origins. My Nubian acceittich is clear when | speak Arabic,
reflected my identity. This identity made my acces®IU data even more difficult. After |
introduced my self to the officers the first questmany of them asked me was “are you from

that area?” In Sudan the question “where are yoon'fris synonym with asking about which
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ethnic group you belong to. By observing the wagytapproached me, even their refusal of

my requests were very interesting and containatfdtunformation.

The DIU visits enlightened the critical quessaegarding transparency and accountability
in engaging the locals in the development projeciny classes in Bergen, | had taken a very
illuminating course in critical anthropological ppectives, and had discussed about
neutrality, rationality and objectivity of the ddepmental discourses and practices. This
background helped me to observe and question eamtgnce the officers made and write it
down carefully when I got back to my house. Duringerviews, they spoke very proudly
about how they had used elaborate scientific teldignes in their feasibility studies and how
accurate and comprehensive they were. After listeto all this, when | asked them if | could
see these studies they openly refused or requestetd follow very long bureaucratic ways

to obtain permits. This of course was actually baotvay of rejecting my request.

| realized that the field work permission couldtbken from the Northern State government
or even local administration. | went “down” to thidages, to the Prefect (Moutamad), who is
the head of the locality in Mahas area. One offhends, who is a well known Nubian

academician, introduced me to him. The Prefectevetd me and showed his appreciation of
my work. He wrote a note to the security officeraniiucing me to them and asking them to
give me the permission. During the first days tliky many security checks and | was
interviewed several times by the security. My armsweere clear; that my intention was to
interview all people, supporters, opponents, meomen, Nubians, non-Nubians, educated,
other local leaders, politicians and any categdrgemple which could reflect different view

points. They were not at all comfortable about sl of plan, so they suggested giving me

a list of people to visit and interview.

| accepted their lists and asked them that |ldv@lso meet and discuss with who ever |
wanted, guaranteeing that | wouldn’t make any dati activities. Because | knew that they
would follow and report me, | discussed methodalagissues with them. For example |
asked them not to misunderstand me if | faced drm supporters by anti-dam arguments.
| explained “because this will be helpful to leetimformant defend himself and provoke the
discussion and get more from him”. “And of coursktpld them, “I will do it other way

around and face the opponents by pro-dam argumeBtgh clarifications worked but not
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fully. They were still asking me questions like:dDjou yourself choose this topic, or did the
Norwegians do it for you?

Finally, | managed to get the permission. Thealagovernment offered me a vehicle and
house to live in, but | refused. That would be lba €xpense of my access to the information
of the anti —.dam local people. That kind of suppawtld classify me as a government whom
they don’t trust. What helped is that | am a Nubgend speak almost the same language as
them, with a slight difference in my accent. | amonfi a place called Sikkoat which is about
120 km. away from Mahas, my main field site. Nelel¢ss, the local people were still a little
bit cautious about me. Particularly the groupsppasition to the project were more skeptical.
Many of their leaders had earlier been targetedheysecurities, which made them very
cautious. Therefore, trust building was the mairppge in the first few weeks, and it was not

easy task.

People | had met and lived with in Khartoum,rsas our former university colleagues, and
all who I had known before, were the best gatewlagaugh which | could establish contacts.
They facilitated my movements, found me a residemzkintroduced me to their community
saying: “We trust you since you know this guy”, meg the person who introduced me to
them. Such statements were common to hear. My ynedationswith security and the
government also turned out to be in my favor. Asldoal people my problems with security
also meant that | was not a government person. €hep started to advise me as to how |

could assure my personal safety.

Keeping a good relation with all categoriegpebple was crucial for me. If | spent a night
with a government member | should spend anothdrtnigth one of the resistance leaders,
and both of them should know that | was also goatihe other “camp”. Once in a village the
youth were divided in to two in their discussioroabme. Some of them didn’t believe me,
thinking that 1 must have something to do with government, while others believed that |
was a researcher. They checked me out with oneedNtbian activist in the Nubian Student
Union at University of Khartoum after | had intradhd myself as a master student from
University of Bergen and teaching assistant at emsity of Khartoum. Fortunately, the
activist whom they contacted was one of my inforteamhen | was in Khartoum, who also
had become my friend. He confirmed that | am aaedeer and asked them to help me. They

later came and told me this story.
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I was fully aware that | was being scrutinizeal 4 acted accordingly. For example, | never
stepped aside to make a telephone call in theféwtweeks. Another thing | needed to be
careful about was my use of a motorcycle to moveéen the villages. This was necessary
because the distance between the villages wasfauibut the problem was that riding a
motorcycle was strongly associated with securityniners. Thus to avoid this “stigma” |
rented a motorcycle from a well known mechanichiat tarea. Generally it was important not
only to be aware of the socio-cultural and politicantexts of the field, but also being self
conscious about how | as a researcher located fmggbkt context. All this affected the type

of information | eventually would get.

After a few weeks, | felt that people trusted well and that | could go and discuss with
any body. The mistrust had melted gradually andimsrviews and group discussions went
very well. | didn’t stay in any particular villagbut in every village | visited | had one or two
friends who could introduce me to his communityisT$nowballing method opened the field
for me. People even started to volunteer to contedistuss with me and started to ask me
about when | would come to their area? | was htdped by asking questions to the pro-dam
people and the local administrators. This helpedhm trust-building because if | were
government’s person or security | would only tartpet anti-dam agents . Another problem
was that when | interviewed pro-dam people the-@atn locals were curious to know what
such a person had told me. | told them “you caedrhwhat has been said, it is ethically not
good to reveal the secret of people who trusted arodi who discussed openly with you.
Would you accept it if | revealed what you told m@his made them respect and trust me

even more.

After conducting many individual interviews |ganized some group discussions with
carefully selected members. | tried to avoid bmggitogether pro-dam and against-dam
people in the same group before making sure tlegt whll not clash. It was an ethical issue
for me not to fuel more disputes between the wdtagl also considered the power relations
between the members of the discussion groups.amge | did not have a group in which
there was a security member and anti-dam farmertherleader of the local anti-dam
committee with an average pro-dam person in tHagel The discussions between those who
argued for and against the dam in most cases apgiiscussions went deeper and were more

intensive than when | talked to the same peopledividual interviews. | used a digital
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recorder with the capacity of recording 288 hou$.course | only used it after having
obtained the consent of the informants and guagargethat | would use it only for the
research and that their real names would not apgéas small digital recorder had many

advantages: It was easy to operate, pause, stogoavrdoad the interviews in my laptop.
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Chapter Two
STATE INTERVENTION AND LOCAL REACTION

The hegemony of development discourses, avd Hescussed earlier, was believed to be
overwhelming, also for many anthropologists, asiadgby Scott (1998), Escobar (1995) and
Ferguson (1994). The local people in the anthrapodd literature on development have been
portrayed as passive recipients of developmentrhnegg. The capacity of local people to
resist or to modify this hegemony has not been rgiseich attention. Therefore, in this
chapter | will try to prove that the locals are nwicritically internalizing such dominant
discourses and this hegemony is no longer goinballenged. We will see how the locals are
producing counter-critical knowledge and discourdewill try to explore here how these
counter tendencies of the locals are destabilizing state’s hegemonic developmental
discourse to the extent that their resistance somstshapes the outcome of the development

project in ways not planned by the state.

To follow this empirically, 1 will show how theroject has been introduced to the local
people. | am going to present various stories fdifferent perspectives in which actions,
counter-actions, events of confrontation and tremifications are illustrated. The arguments
of the supporters about the project advantages beillpresented, as well as the resisters’
arguments about the infeasibility of the dam. Theseflicting visions will appear in this
chapter as various power games between differemélstmrces showing the socio-cultural
and political consequences of the project inteieantideas and evaluations will appear as
power relations between opposing agents. The aito llow the power relations of the
different stakeholders without underestimating {g8cott 1998)} or overestimating {e.g.

Tsing 2005)} the capacity of the local resistarmenbdify the outcome of the project.

A Brief History of the Interventions in Kajbar Dam

Ironically, the idea behind the Kajbar dam wiast fa local demand, mainly to irrigate the
Sahil Kokaarea, which has 15 thousands feddans. The te¢hinjachological, soil, legal and
social studies were all carried out under the sdagpen of the Mahas Development

Committee in 1969 - 1970, and were modified atNtahas Co-operation Conference 1988.
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The plan was to irrigat&ahil Kokaand provide theMarian Boud and Jami agricultural
schemes with the electric power they needed, intiaddto supplying the northern region
with electricity for Halfa to Dabba. The Mahas deyenent committee's studies showed all
the above would not need a dam more than 3 meigis $o no villages or palm trees would
be affected, except that some fields that are gkrse to the Nile would be submerged. The
total area of the fields targeted by the projecthi@a Nubian homeland would increase to 50
thousand feddans. The aim of the Mahas Developiderin was to increase the production
of wheat and other winter crops, and to cover tiea'a need for electricity. The overarching
aim was to cut the high rate of emigration andlitate the return of people who had already
left. This idea was locally supported and Nubiaal ffor this project in the home land and in
their Diaspora (Salih 1996). Even with all theseor$ they were unable to establish the
project because of the lack of financial supposdtek, under the NCP regime, the Mahas
Union and the Mahas Development Committee themsébs their influence. Many activists
argue that this was the first negative policy dghbd by the NCP and that it was aimed at

Nubians in the Mahas area.

The local people heard about Kajbar dam agdar from Mahmoud Shareif (The Minster
of Electricity at that time) in early 1990s. At thtane, many locals welcomed it because the
plan was not to submerge the whole area. The idesa ter generate enough electricity to
satisfy local needs but without submerging a widgaThat would reduce the fuel usage of
their pumps, which represents three quarters ofwalgiral costs. Local people say Mahmoud
Shareif's idea was to pass two thirds of the Ni#gewthrough a channel and use the last third
to generate electricity. At least, this was whatythad in their mind about the project. At that
time they that they were hearing all this from Idd&P members, no one came and explained
the scheme formally to them. There was no strgpsition movement, no really influential
activists working against the project and lessiaaitknowledge about the project, so local
people could easily internalize the knowledge thetyabout the project and they accepted it
with little reluctance. After M. Shareif died, tlgovernment again raised the project and

changed it from rural electricity to a wider na@bione.
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From Demand to Extreme Oppositions

Changing the idea of the Kajbar Dam from a lycairiented scheme, with little
submergence of land, to a wider “national” one hasn rejected by the locals and their
representatives. This is because the later veisigoing to engulf more than 30 villages in
most populated areas of what is left of the Nulhameland, which has experienced such
project four times; the Aswan Dam and its first @edond heightening, and the most severe
High Dam. Accordingly, the Nubians are well expeded in such projects, and well aware of
their consequences. People felt frustrated wheddhewas announced and their own activity
almost stopped. They lost the courage to farm tplaw palm trees or build houses, as if they
were going to be submerged on the next few daydeyTorganized themselves and
established committees to work against the new. @k time the leading person behind the
idea was the former Vice-President Zubair Mohamr8atih. When people protested and
showed their refusal to Zubair, in one of his gi$ie said, “This is your fate you just sit down
and discuss; America could not frighten us let algau. But | can guarantee that no one will
be tyrannized. What you should do is to come uf wdur demands and alternative places
for resettlement®. Zubair tried to convince the public using somensic discourses. He
argued that even the Prophet Mohammed left Mecttaowdh he loved it. One of the
audiences answered him: First, that the Prophekhad that he would come back again to
Mecca and we will never be able to return. Sectimat, the Prophet had been commanded by
God to leave Mecca, and the NCP is not a god.

Adil, one of the villagers who attended this meeting el the following brief account of
the event
Zubair's language frightened us and we were obligedaccept. Some of the
government people scared us, saying, “the upstrpaople shouldn’t fight with the
crocodiles in the watef If the government insists to do they will. So welgished
our committee and raised our requirements, whicliew@8 articles. Although we

would have preferred to avoid the project altogetheur questions were quite

> This is also the case now, the local people are only allowed to ask for their compensation but they can

do nothing to evaluate the whole project. This is something that does no concern them, according to the

government and planners’ view.

6 Some are supporting dam just because they are afraid of the government, they think the government

will implement regardless of their view point.
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reasonable. For example, the palm trees were vahtethillion Sudanese pounds,
almost 1500 USD, at that time; we would not ledwe northern state, the area of
resettlement should be suitable for palm treessth@al structure and neighborhoods
should be considered in the new villages, the pabes should be growing and
producing dates before we go there. These are ghesnof our demands; they
weren’t far-reaching, but they didn't have enougimd for us, particularly on the

eastern side. As easterners we cannot go andritteel west bank of the river. And we
will not be able to live alongside the Nile any mobecause it is occupied from

Nimuli to Halfa.

After the Zubair meeting people felt some relieécause they thought that Zubair had
understood their point. Many committees were eidabtl, such as the committee of
evaluation to guarantee that no one would be abhbgetis project. These committees were
established because Zubair encouraged the peodt $0 and he promised to recognize and
deal with their representatives. The mandate afdlt®mmittees was to:

- Evaluate the feasibility of this projéct
- Evaluate the loses and gains
- Examine the alternatives

- Do the relevant statistics

But without implementing any of these steps,dbeernment sent the enumerators and the
locals clashed with them, saying how can you enateebefore the first steps have been
taken. This because the feasibility of the projsdbken for granted by the government and
planners and the local people should not have dongetto say about it because, in
bureaucratic eyes, they do not even have the dgptrisay so. According to the local
activists, the public consultation to accept oecejthe project should have been preceded by

other steps, such as informing people about thelddigy of the project and non-feasibility of

7 Not to re-evaluate or study and present other alternatives or to modify it, but to just know what the

government had already planned. Now the DIU is the only agent to do so, as even the government of the
northern state, let alone local people and their representatives, have nothing to say about the feasibility of the

project.
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other alternatives. It should be unnecessary totlaadthis should have been the local people
demand which came up from below, because thidllis $ar-reaching goal.

The feasibility is itself a controversial contefgasible for whom? Mahas? The Nubians?
The ruling elites? Or neighbouring countries? Inatvsense, economical? Humanitarian?
And At what local level? National or regional? Amdhich agents should make a decision
about this feasibility? The locals? Their repreagwes? The government? Or regional and
global forces?

One of the engineers in DIU in the new projesttglies unit said to me: “You are asking
about public consultation and such things, but éhase European concepts. The public
ground in a country like Sudan is unfair. In Eurdipey consult the public because European
farmers can go and buy seeds through the InteBu¢thow can we consult our farmers who
do not know anything about this feasibility res@drconsultation of local people heightens
their aspirations and they can demand more anckaser the projects’ costs. The DIU's
consultants for legal affairs even went farther aue that such concepts as public
consultations are western concepts that place reonist on developmental schemes in our

country®

8 This is not surprising, since 70% of the Feasibility Studies Unit staff members in DIU are only civil

engineers, though of course there are some other types of engineers and scientists. Anthropologists and other
social scientists are used to make a little social survey or just to write an article in which they propagandize
themselves. There are no anthropologists permanently working in this section of DIU. Even those who
collaborate with them for short periods cannot change the main stream. They may be motivated to keep good
relations with DIU for the sake of money, rather than performing genuine anthropological research which
might be against the DIU policies. This is why the DIU is very proud of conducting its data collection on socio-

cultural and environmental assessment by elaborate techniques such as GIS. (see the DIU documents)

A primary school teacher told me “we were called in to a meeting. We did not know the purpose of
the meeting till we arrived. At the meeting they asked us to carry out a social survey and we refused. | wouldn’t
do things which could be used against our people even if they dismissed us from our jobs”. The social survey
they meant at the meeting was a not deeper exploration of the various motivations, attitudes and the whole
socio-cultural circumstances involved. It was rather a census of the people and their properties, which is
practical step to start the project. This is what they mean by social survey. They wouldn’t recruit untrained
people to conduct such studies if they really wanted to gain a deeper understanding of the socio-cultural
setting of the project. In the DIU timetable for the project implementation they gave the northern state

government five days for public consultation and 10 days to do the relevant statistics (see DIU documents). This
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The local people committee members felt that theegament was doing unorganized work
without taking seriously the issue of their assoesmand putting them into effect. At that time
they also heard another very arrogant statement the governor of the northern state, who

said, “we do not have to construct houses in advahey can first live in a tents”.

The local people and their representatives rieedebe fully compensated before they
would leave their area. At that time they would én@accepted the project if the government
had given them what they asked for. Their questwoei® answered very arrogantly by one of
the government officials. When the local committesised their 38 articles of requirements
with him he said “these are far reaching demaretsthem go and live where the reservoir
stops”. This was very annoying for Nubians and te@l/ bring it back again and again. This
is one of the reasons which made the local comenitteanged its name from “Kajbar Dam
Affected People Committee” to “Kajbar Dam Resisar@ommittee”. The latter name has

strong connotations of disagreement, distrust amdaompromise.

More Disputes: State’s Excessive Power and Extrent®esistance

What the government did later in 2006-2007 wasneworse than what Zubair and his
followers did in 1995; they committed more serionistakes than ever before. When people
saw heavy machines and helicopters moving arourtdeirdam site, all governmental levels
in northern state including the governor, the Rie{®#loatamed) and the local administers
were asked about this by the local peoples’ reptasiges. At all these levels the government

said that it knew nothing about it and that theg hat been informed yet.

There was no transparency. Local people saviehieopter flying over and landing on the
dam site. When their movements become very intemgk frightening, people went and
asked. They misinformed the locals that they wewastructing a new standard village.
Gradually machines went into action and startedyriad rocks, which was noisy to the

was ironical when you listen to the locals who say we need at least five years to plant our palms in the new

areas and be sure of their productivity in these new areas.
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villagers close by, who were confused. At this lete old committee came together again
and started to chase the government to find out wha going on. This was when the local
people were informed that it was a feasibility stddr the Kajbar dam. The state ignored
them; this was the source of local people's distfi@ny government actions. Nubians felt
that they were being presented with a fait acconplcal people often use terms like “lack of
transparency” when they describe how the DIU cantesdarted the project. The prevalence
of such terms shows how the global messages hareibeorporated in their language about

the development.

When the DIU machines started to work on the, dite owners of the land came and
complained and asked the local committee to do #unmge Many Nubian students also
travelled there from Khartoum and put more pressmr¢he committee to work against what
was going on. At that time even the local commiitself was accused of being a government
agent. The Committee started to contact governroffitials in the Northern state and
Khartoum in order to obtain clear information abdié activities on the dam site. The
Governor replied to the letters by saying that et recognize the local committee. The
only accepted person to contact the Governor wa®thfect (the head of the locality). In this
letter the Governor clearly asked the local conerithot to repeat such contacts. Then local
committee answered that the government would bgoresble for whatever consequences

might happer.

The story of the exclusion and delegitimizataintheir representatives was spread among
the local people, and they began to gain suppoxngniNubians in Sikkoat, Khartoum,
Europe and elsewhere. Because Nubians had alre@eyienced the submergence of Wadi
Halfa, they realized that the underdevelopmenthis firea was because they have been
scattered. In a country like Sudan, where ethnityytays an essential role in state policies,
Nubians are aware that their dispersal through katbrced and voluntary migration is the
starting point of their weakness. Now they cansestd even one representative from all over
Halfa, Sikkout and ElI Mahas (more than 400 km efriemaining Nubian homeland along the
banks of the Nile) to parliament because of thellssize of their population. The Nubian
homeland election district used to be from Halfal tonbos (the southern part of the Mahas

o All the letters exchanged between the Northern state government and the local committee will be

attached in this thesis.
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area). But in the 2010 presidential election th&ritt has been added to Burgaige locality,
which has a majority of non-Nubians. These problé&@ge provoked Nubians to politically
oriented efforts, as they believe that the margiatibn of Nubian homeland and targeting it
by this project should be tackled by the unitecbre$f of the Nubians. This awareness has
been supported by the national political discoume wealth and power sharing,
decentralization and global advocacy of human adajenous rights.
Yaqoub, a local anti-dam activist comments on the situation

Others ask us: what have you been doing all thie® Have you just found out that

you are marginalized? But, he asks, what is thélgm if we want to start now?

Most Nubians agree that the problem facing thubidhs' efforts is that there are many
fragmented efforts and entities. Most of these é®diave been penetrated by people who are
working against their agendas. There is also aawmus that there should not be so many
different organizations, associations, committpestical parties, etc., since they all have the
same goals. Many Nubian organizations have beeabledied as a reaction of disagreement
their founder’s with political parties, so they deto have a political color. Some voices are
calling for a collective body such as a Nubian kbihich can demand rights for Nubians,
and that it should be far from political partiesadér the current political system it is believed
that if you do not have power (including militargyeer) you can not get your rights. There is

a Nubian political party but not even all Nubiame anited in it.

Many anti-dam activities have been carried guNiibian organizations in the Mahas area,
in Khartoum and in their Diaspora. Many Nubian arigations, political parties, committees,
politicians and academics have been heavily inwblveanti-project actions. Some Nubian
intellectuals and students went to the affectedgéls and gave public speeches to explain the
importance of maintaining their identity, culturadahistorical heritage. In such meetings
there were further clarifications of how the govaanmt is targeting Nubians through such
projects and the infeasibility of the project angbyious Nubian experiences have been
thoroughly discussed. Such activities alongsideldlok of government transparency and its

interventions have heightened the mood of resistanc

-29.



Figure 1: Local anti-dam resisterg¢Source: Nuba Irkinain Group).

All of the affected villages organized a peatefotest marsh to the dam site to show their
objections. The police stopped the protestors udewy gas, which they had never
experienced before that day. The police who weatepting the machines at the dam sites
tried to provoke them and let them stay longer,abhee more support forces were coming
from Dongola. They wanted to use more force from Wery starting point to silence the
protestors. Thanks to their knowledge of their adistrict, the protestors managed to catch
the 38 supporting police officers with their weapan a very narrow place. They disarmed
the police and put them under arrest waiting foregpment officer from the state level to
release them after they had heard what he wouldEBagntually, the SPLM mediated and
released the police and took the wounded locat@s$pitals in Dongola and Khartoum.
Saliheen a local farmer who participated in the protestchas, strongly denied the state
claim about the protest being politicized:

The protest march was like a public consultationiolw the government didn'’t
like.X° Therefore they gave orders to the police to slkamoatkill because through these

protest marches they realized that the majorittheflocal affected people were united

10 See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpQn-c1EfZs
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against the project. Our actions were not politedzat all and people were ready to
go without any one pushing them. We could not slespfor two months because we
didn’t know how our future will be like. If it hdaken a politically motivated protest
march there would have been deaths on both sidest Wwas only they who killed us.

Even when we caught those 38 police who cameltaskive were feeding them and
healing their wounds till we released them, thisilda’t happen anywhere else in the
world, but we are civilized. They were under oureat for more than fifteen hours;

we could just have taken their weapons and kilegit. We are civilized and no one is
like us, and this the problem with this governméndpes not listen to you unless you

carry a gun.

These actions have been circulated on the letenmd among Nubians. Critical newspapers
wrote about it as another alarm from the north. mbehern state governor stated that the
project is not their business but DIU’s businesse @f the DIU representatives went to the
affected villages and when people met him protgdt@ announced that they would stop the
activity. The local Committee gave him 72 hourseimove their machines back from the dam

site but they did not. After 72 hours they orgadiaeother bigger protest marsh.

What has worsened the situation and deepenedetastation and distrust is that in this
second protest the government brought soldierskéledl four young people and wounded
more than 20. Before that the government had ssppdemany Nubian protest actions in
their homeland and Khartoum by using security fere@d tear-gas and by arresting the
leadersin this case, the resisters took the dead bodidsetbospital, and tens of thousands of
people surrounded the hospital waiting for the dicscto come and report the causes of death,
and the journalists to come and report everytfifrBut the government prevented them and
arrested more than twenty people on the road betkéartoum and Mahas. The judge also
refused to accept the case when they tried to réfpiar the court. They kept the dead bodies
for two days in the hospital till a doctor voluntee to examine them. In this tense situation,

one of the known supporters came and said “Dide’tell you not to resist the government?”

1 See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrJFQGw4P1w&feature=related

And: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYnNp ezHKg&feature=related

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQY9X1WNOXE
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The people threw stones at him and chased him attayran to the police station for
protection but the police themselves were afraithefpublic anger and refused to keep him
in the police station. This is one of the rare sasevhich they harmed the supporters. One of
the known supporters could not enter the villaganduthese days and he kept asking by
telephone from a distance.
This event was a very crucial point for the villege¢o decide who was with them. By
definition the government and the pro-dam agentsdcoot be there. Anti-dam locals have
also dismissed them but they often say our reastias nothing comparing the humiliation
we faced.
Abdalla, a former soldier in the Sudanese Defense Forcescizzd the government
intervention:
They think that we do not understand our rights daut farmers go to their farm with
their radios and they are aware of what is goinganaund the world. We have a right
to be informed and discussed with, not to be kWéen we oppose, Nubians do not
bear humiliationsWhen they see a government car with a yellow Hdané children

say “No, no to the dam” and throw stones at the.¥ar

They have been humiliated so much by the poficthe days following the killing event.
The policemen were surrounding the villages anggareed many farmers from going to their
fields. They stopped everybody, searched them hadted at them, using very rude words.
The way they have been treated sticks in the moidsose who experienced it, particularly
in Sabo, Jaddi and Kajbar villages. In Nubian dgcikere is no subjection to a leader who
has absolute power. Even traditional leaders dichawe as much power as they had and still

have in other areas of Sudan.

The resistors believe that the killing was deldie. One of their representatives told them
that when the committee members went to capitathef northern state government to

negotiate with governor, the governor's consultaited him aside and asked him not to

13 In Sudan only government cars have yellow boards.

14 In some villages like Jaddi, government vehicles were not allowed to pass through the village.

Sometimes they smashed the cars and threatened the government members to leave the village. These are
always narrated as a victory by the locals. They called these areas Aradhi Moharrara, meaning liberated lands

and free from government forces.
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participate in the next protest march because Werg going to use guns. He announced this
when thousands of villagers were surrounding trepital after the killing event.
The government justified the killing on the grourttiat some opposition political parties
provoked the issue and led the local people toroanthe soldiers. The government claimed
that the protestors aimed to kill those who werekimg on the dam site and that they were
armed.
Osman a secondary school teacher, angrily explainedthiey did not have any weapons:
If we had just 1000 weapons we would occupy al northern state as far as
Dongola. Then the government would come and ndgotvéh us, not to construct a
dam but to return us to the state. There are natymailitary centers in northern state
and those few are not fully armed. They lie a ot for that reason we do not trust
this party; they pretend that they are Islamic they are as far as it is possible to be

from Islam.

The Nubian activists wrote a diplomatic notehte General Secretary of the United Nations
Kofi Annan, human rights organizations and UNISCihey explained that their own
existence as an indigenous group and their heriteggye being targeted by the Sudanese
government, and they asked for direct interventibthe international community to rescue
Nubia. Simultaneously, the Kush Movement begamstsoto propose military action against

the government as the only way to guarantee thgits.
The Ramifications of the events

In the following sections, | discuss state-Nubralationships as an outcome of the above-
mentioned negative interventions of the state imneation with the dam project. The issue
has reached far beyond conflicting visions aboatdhm, as Nubians began to question the
legitimacy of the state, and their own identity Misbians. Ethnic politics and the role of
identity and how it has been politicized more tleaer before are now topics of discussion.
Acting as Nubian is the backbone of the power efrdgsisters, which has been reinforced by
the newly emerging national political discourse agldbal tendencies of human and

indigenous rights.
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Government-locals interactions after the events

After the dispute had become intolerable andNkeian resistance actions widened, the
governor of the northern state was changed. Urtliee previous one, the new governor
appeared to recognize the local committee andccttiem in to a meeting. In an introductory
meeting with the committee he told them that hehedsto visit all the affected villages. The
committee welcomed the idea and offered their mgiiess to help and protect him. The
governor refused this in the second meeting. Hetedato go there through his own channels
and didn’t want to be welcomed by the local comeeittHe asked to meet all the people in
their own villages, so the people from one villag®uld not go to another. The committee
then said that they were not responsible for whatiécals might do. The committee showed
that they will not accept the project any more #rat their negotiation is just to demonstrate
their refusal to him. The locals interpreted tteshnique from the governor as a way to
reflect in the media that the majority of the lopaople were supporting the project. The
governor needed to meet the villages separatelausec he wanted to bring his own
followers, officers and security members, who wooddmore than the people of each village
at the meetings. So the local people feared tlagtivernment’s media would claim that the

majority were supporting the project.

The first village the governor visited was Saadg the opposing group said it was arranged
very secretly. Until the morning of the day on whitbey were going to the villages, even the
ministers did not know to where they were goingLMPminister called and informed the
resisters that they were going to Sabo first. TakdSpeople asked other villages not to join

them, as Sabo and Kajbar have relatively more stgnsothan other upstream villages.

15 The situation of many supporters in Sabo is that the village has very little farmland, but the resisters

do not say that they are supporting the opposition for that reason. They say that many of them had already
taken their compensation when the DIU came and started work on the dam site. At first the DIU called in the
owners of the land on which they did their studies to compensate them. People first refused to accept their
compensation, but an officer spread rumours that the compensation would be 250 Million SD. These people
who were in debt to the farmers' bank, and they found that as an opportunity to solve their problems. After
they signed the papers, the amount they got was frustrating. The compensation was haphazardly given to

those who claimed the ownership, without referring to the land registration documents.
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Even so, when the governor went to Sabo he couldperak to the public because the voice
of the resistance was so loud. Then he crossed\ileewith all his officials, ministers,
security members, local administrators and NCP neesabWhile they were crossing the Nile,
the Kajbar people were waiting for them on the p#gide and barred his way from the river
bank to the village. When he reached the bankwb®en met him wailing and refused to
open the road unless he promised not to stay orake a speech in Kajbar. They let him go
to the mosque and pray but not to speak. When tietHe mosque, the women again
surrounded him, shouting at him. Security membmes to prevent a local cameraman from
taking a video of this but the young people praddtim. The governor quarreled with local
NCP members who had misled him into believing that majority in these villages were

supporters, and he found a different reality frohmatvhe expected.

The DIU depends on the northern state governroemublic support, and they promised
that the northern state would also use its locaPN@mbers, but when they could not change
peoples’ attitude, they simply misreported theatitan. This is one of the reasons why such
meetings were so messy. Moreover, the local comaeittas also pushing in the same
direction because they had been marginalized bysthge government. The committee
showed that they would not accept the project anyenand that their negotiation was just to

confirm their refusal to the new governor.

The local people then heard the governor on [6¢asaying at a press conference that 95%
of the people are supporting the dam and welcomadAmminister from the SPLM, who had

been with him on the same visit replied to the gogeat the press conference, saying that

However, the case of Kajbar village is that there many Arab families who make up most of the dam supporters
in Kajbar. Arabs do not own land or palm-trees and they think that they will have equal access to land in the
new resettlement area. The Nubians tell them: “you should be with us because the compensation will be paid
according to the previous ownership so you will not be compensated. And if you do not support us we will not
let you share with us our new land as we are doing now”. This is how the opposition categorizes the dam
supporters in Kajbar and Sabo villages. Their categorization is not wrong, but there are some who support the

project because they really see that it can positively change their life.
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people are opposing the dam for two reasons; eiéaerof an unknown future or due to their

love and strong ties to their hom8s.

One of the local committee members wrote on therhat about this event as a victory of the
local committee and wrote about it as committeekwsaying “we, as a committee, defeated
the governor and taught him a lesson in Kajbahis frustrated some Nubian activists, who
wished to make it clear that they were not pla@agstraints on the government negotiations
with local people, because they are accused ofyudahaying tactics ahead of government
negotiations, and the supporters argue that theyldHisten to the government, and that if
the government is mistaken they shouldn’t correchiatake by making another mistake.
When the supporters asked opponents why they woaiddisten to the governor when he
came, they replied that they did not want to ligiehim because they rejected the idea of the

dam at all, so why should they listen.

However, it is clear that the government anchipés do not want to have clear, honest and
direct negotiations with the locals. The resultstta# feasibility studies which should have
been open to all are held under security in DIUsMmas very clear to me when they refused
to give me any data concerning the proposed daens after | followed the whole procedures
and gave them whatever information they asked menEhe local anti-dam committees,
although they have been selected from the villagadsare very respected and influential at

local level, they could not obtain any informatidne rare case when the planners met the

16 When local farmers hear such speeches from the SPLM party or others they appreciate it much. They

accept whatever support they can get from anywhere. The SPLM, for example, took their wounded to the
Dongola and Khartoum hospitals. The SPLM spokesman went and gave a speech in the affected villages and
offered them the Movement’s full support for their issue. Many other opposition political parties’ leaders also
showed their support for the Nubian anti-actions. One of the clearest examples is when the resisters organized
a eulogy of the massacres In the Mahas Club in Khartoum, and many leaders of the opposition parties gave
speeches. The issue has been politicized, but the opposition parties (SPLM is opposing from within the
government) are exploiting the Issue to expand and gain more followers in areas where they did not have any
members. The local people and all Nubians are also using them as pressure group to the NCP. SPLM have its
offices in the area and there are well recognized SPLM members in the local anti-dam committee. But this
politicization also in a sense was against the resistant movement because the government started to portray

their actions as purely political actions.
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local population was at a meeting in Dongola Aitpathen an engineer came from DIU and
explained the satellite images of the level of sefgance. Instead of talking about the
feasibility of the project he merely described whareas would be submerged and which
would not. The people at the meeting were thelladaninistrators who are mainly NCP

members.

NCP members are not necessarily all supportarderviewed many NCP members who
oppose the project, and even some of the local dtitsenmembers are NCP as well.
Mashakaila’s (the most populated village in Mahesapthree representatives on the local
anti-dam committee are NCP members. But some of tveo were on the committee have
felt marginalized by others at their meetings. ©hthem stated that “we were from different
political colours and the first time that we met agreed that this was an issue which should
not be politicized. So we agreed not mix our sttegg this issue with any other political
agendas. It was going well but at some point sonidagce started to come from other
entities like the Communist Party. | was alwaysuarg against them in the meetings. For
instance, at one meeting | argued that we shouldnganize a protest marsh, it is just a study
and they will go away afterwards. When they organmeetings they started to avoid
informing me, because they do not want to listeatteer voices”. There was one person from
his village who interrupted him saying; you can say that you have been marginalized by
the committee; we selected you as our represeatatong with two others. If the people here
felt that you were working according to what thegnted you to do they would go and argue
with committee and ask why it was neglecting oyresentative. But people felt that you
were doing something else. Let them do that with ointhe other two representatives and see
what our people here in village will do. You showasdk yourself why you have not been
supported by the people who sent you. Another tlgnthat you are saying they did not
inform you about the times of meetings and the gersho is responsible for information in
the committee is NCP member. Then whoever margiedliyou is an NCP member like

yourself.

The local committees usually did not want toetdlke responsibility for the actions which
took place during the governor's visit even if tivegre really behind them. Nevertheless, they
saw that what happened to the governor was whatekerved, and they do not regret the
actions

Nasir, a farmer in Mashakaila village commented:
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why he came suddenly with out informing the vélag He informed only his own
people here and then only in the last few hourerediis visit
They accused the government of visiting the gdaewhere they saw that there would be
more supporters and avoided going to the villagesJaddi, Farraig, Mashakaila, Nawri and

Diffoy, which are strongholds of the resisters.

The governor again visited a village called Avdo. It is a chersonese; during the Nile
flood season it becomes totally surrounded by taeerybut is connected to the mainland by a
bridge. The government closed the bridge with gola@prevent people from other villages to
attend the governor's “public meeting”. Thousanfdseal resistors managed to cross the Nile
to Ardowan and disrupted the governor's speecWwhich he told them that the dam would be

constructed irrespective of their posittan

17 See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45QbnKbeSSU this was one of the most humiliating and

arbitrary speeches, in which the Governor did not pay the slightest attention to local protestors. The people
were protesting and the Governor was saying: “We will build the dam and we have decided.” Thousands of
protestors were saying “The tragedy of Abud, referring to their historical experiences of Wadi Halfa, will not be

repeated,” and he was arguing that the locals were supporting the scheme.
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Figure 2-5 Anti-dam statements (like: no for thellsmergence of the land of civilizations,
no for cultural extermination, nothing compensaté®ome, Nubian homeland is a liberated
land) written on the walls of majority upstream heas (Source: Nuba Irkinain Group).

The government has built a road that connectsgbla to Halfa. This road is more than
500 km long and is regarded as an enormous ach&wenihe road passes through the
Mahas area. When a major project has been comgletddresident is expected to inaugurate
it. Such inaugurations are often accompanied by hublic meeting and media attendance,
because these achievements are ascribed to thg pdiitical party and add to its credit in
the forth coming presidential electioffsThe President was supposed to hold inauguration
parties and public speeches in Dongola, Delgo aadi\Malfa. Delgo is the nearest place to
the dam site but it is down-stream of it. The nemthstate took intensive security measures
and invited the locals to attend and welcome tlesiBent. Rumors were spread that the dam
supporters were being gathered by the governmehthenpresident would launch the Kajbar
dam project as well. The local committee calleddnremergency meeting and wrote to the
governor that they will welcome the President, mtong that Bashir and the dam supporters

18 They inaugurated Merowe dam even before it was finished, on the day before the International

Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for President Bashir. They did so to gain the national and regional
support for the president against the ICC. On that occasion Bashir's supporters were saying (elsad elsad elrad
elrad) which means that we are responding to the ICC claims with our achievements. Bashir said that Sudan
would not stop the development projects because it had been targeted by westerners for their own agendas:

see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdT Njkdvdwwhen he also announced that all dam projects will be

completed. The announcement of Bashir annoyed the Nubians.
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would not say anything about the Kajbar dam. Otisewthey said, the government would be
responsible for the consequences of what theydwillThey started to prepare themselves and
brought hats and signs with anti-dam slogans. Alihe upstream villages were told to be
ready to respond if the dam supporters or the éeasimentioned anything about the dam. On
the day when the President was supposed to go,gternment announced that the
inauguration party had been postponed. The inatigargarty would be altered to a

battleground between resisters and supporters.

This has happened twice; the second time, theratiee even demanded to have its speech
in the ceremony. In this speech they wanted thsigieat to announce that the dam had been
stopped and also they wanted to be told about whathappening with the Kajbar Martyrs
file. But this would contradict the message tha government wanted to send from this
event. Finally, the President did not go thereatanth the road. The political game is clear
when we remember that the forthcoming presidestedtion will be in just a few months.

The NCP insists on implementing this project evegaimst the will of the local people
because they are corrupt. As in every project thidyinflate its real cost and empower their
members' companies. The Sudanese will be payingheoMerowe dam for tens of years.
Some people even went farther, arguing that NCP lmeesrhave lots of black money, which

they whitewash by letting their companies work aolsprojects.

One of the Nubian intellectuals said that ifytree not corrupt, how is it that the DIU,
which is supposed to be building dams, is establishospitals, air ports, roads, bridges and
many other things. DIU is a state within the staed this unit has the upper hand in the
electricity they produce, the land and the newaipural schemes. They are not accountable
to the minster of finance and national economy.

Lahmeyer “a German companyid the feasibility study, but some of the locdlmk that
DIU even does not have research. They see that égdmhas not handed over the study
because DIU has not paid for it. Others arguetti@t have the study but they do not want to
give it to them® A local committee member said that governor agteetring engineers

from their side and from the Nubians' side to eatdithe feasibility study but he did not do

19 The company which performed the feasibility studies is the one that will construct the dam, which

makes the feasibility studies questionable.
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s0?° Some of the local opponents accused DIU of dothgrabusiness such as searching for
metal and archaeological sites in their place winety were doing the studies. There were
machine and movements in strange places which dwad nothing to do with dam and its

reservoir.

Usually the government avoids the local conmsmeittwvhen they negotiate with local
communities. Once they sent all the northern stairgisters to various affected villages.
Every time one or two ministers were sent to aag#l it was described by some locals as a
“divide and rule” policy. After the meeting wherethgo back to the city, local people would
hear in the media a different story from what altiyuhappened. The local committees'
counter-weapon was the Internet, where they citedlaideos and reports.

Ayman a newly university-graduated, reflects on the egament manipulations of such
meetings:
They said they were doing feasibility studies,veitknow that such studies shouldn’t
take more than few weeks because they have advaéedeabologies, but they were
there for almost three months. The government shéaatthe media; in Darfur, Abd
Elwahid, one of the rebel leaders in Darfwould not show us a video to convince us.
But here we have overcome this problem. We punigitedovernor and before he

reached Dongola and made his statement we ciraditdite video on the Internet.

Identifying and weakening the opponent

The opposition perceives the supporters ofdlia as either ignorant or wanting to be rich
at the expense of others. They classify the supmoihto three main groups; first, some
Nubians who have lived in cities for a very longnél. Those who have property inheritance
problems may also support the project; for examiplese who are in Khartoum and do not
benefit from their land as much as their cousinssdeh person may sometimes think of the

project as an opportunity to regain their lost tsglor even more, but at the expense of

20 It is still the engineers who would see and evaluate the feasibility studies, socio-cultural, and

emotional and other extra economic costs are tare totally ignored. This clearly shows which agent is still has
the upper hand in evaluating the feasibility studies, as if everything related to the dam construction are purely

technical issues.
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others?* Second, non-Nubians who have lived with them ftorey time and now speak only
Nubian. Some people in this category and the newecs have appreciated that they have
been welcomed by Nubians without segregation atidbmyated with Nubians against the
project. Some, according to the background of e&pees, because they do not have lands
and or other properties, they become project suprorThe resisters feel that the latter
category did not appreciate that they have sheltdrem, and given them their land to farm
and graze. The third category of supporters (adegrdo the resisters’ classification)
comprises those who support the project so asontwse their positions in the government.
There are few members of this category, and thexee@en cases of people resigning from
their positions because they did not agree withgiheernment approach. A clear instance of
this kind was the resignation of deputy governat tre prefect, head of Wadi Halfa locality,

from their positions.

The way in which the dam supporters were treatesd often described as a sign of
civilization. Nubian activists see that supportermuld have been killed in any other part of
the Sudan but Nubians merely prevented them fromgditnings that would harm the case.
For instance, some started to collect signatureese to report the case and to say that the
majority were supporting the dam. They disassodfatthose who were doing this sort of

21 Some of those who lived in Khartoum came and established little houses during that time to be

compensated.

22 Such practice of disassociation in a sense was very effective tool to treat the supporters among them,

but in another sense it had devastating social impacts. Anti-dam committee wrote to the supporters that no
one will share your happy and sad occasions. There was dispute between relatives, neighbors and even
brothers. A women called his brother, who was a known pro-dam proponent, in Khartoum and told him do not
come to home we do not know you and we feel shame of what you are doing there, | am not your sister any
more and no one will welcome you if you come to our village. There is man who took his family and went to
apologize in a public meeting because he and his family could not bear the disassociation. In Mashakaila village
the resistors have through the pumping machine of the one of supporters in the Nile. So it has many side
effects and disputes at many levels. There is also clash between up and down stream villages also both of them
used to be unified entity and acted as Mahas. The up stream villages blames the down streamers did not
supported them in their struggle with state, and even did not come and consoled them when their youth have
been killed when other Nubians from farther parts like Halfa and Sikkout others went and supported from

farther places.
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things, and told them that they had a right toysss/for the project but not to misrepresent the
whole society to the government.

Supporters always argue about the anti-dam andadubctivists who are in Khartoum or

abroad, asking if they are interested in the arbg they have left it. They should not talk

about cultural and identity extermination becauseytabandoned their homeland and had
done nothing to maintain it. Even their sons andgtiéers do not speak Nubian. Naturally,

the anti-dam agents do not agree with such arguenkatause they want the collaboration of
a wider rage of people; even of non-Nubians whosameggling against the construction of

other dams, and opposition political parties.

SUDAN T EQYPT | CHINAL i -
RESPECT .
THE HUBIAN CULTURE

- |

Figure 3 Anti dam activists of Nubian Rescue Orgaation in Washington DC (Source:
Nubian Rescue Organization)

Many of the opposition regard the protests dsonty to stop dam construction but also to
protect the heritage of thousands of years of izatilon. They argue that all humans are
responsible for keeping their historical heritagéNubia.Ali: “When we had cities thousands
years back, Europeans were still cowboys let altme Arab”. In spite of all these all-
encompassing strategies of the resisters, to irciuny body that can support them; it is still
the upstream affected villages that are the maentsg Although there are many anti-dam

committees in Khartoum, Saudi Arabia, Europe andeAca but the agreement is that the
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local committee is the main and most representatne If there is a contradiction between

two committees the last word is what the local cottem says.

Many observers discuss the unique position ef@kJ in the structure of the state power
structure. Instead of being a sub-section in theidthy of Agriculture or Irrigation or
Ministry of Power and Electricity it belongs dircto the national presidency. The executive
director of DIU is formerly addressed as Ministert IDIU actually has power over other
ministries. For example, the electricity which iengrated by the Merowe dam belongs to
DIU rather than to the Ministry of Power and Elexty. The dam-related land issues are
being administered by DIU rather than by the Mnyigtf Agriculture. It has power even over
the Northern State governments. In the Kajbar dasecthe northern state has been given
only five days to inform its people. DIU is said lbe the financial supporter of the NCP’s
election campaigns in the presidential and parligarg elections in 2010 (Warrag 2076).

The government also identifies the local actsviand all Nubian anti-dam actors as
politically motivated. They are usually portrayesl @mmunists, helping imperialist agendas
and working against the “national interest”. Theésea deliberate confusion between the
national interests and special interests of thengutlites.With regard to the actions of the
protest marches in which four people have beendilly the police: A dam supporter told me
that a Nubian Communist Party member told the tesis'just go and protest and let them
kill only one of you and we will do the rest”. SoRECP members went farther saying this is
a manifestation of the Israeli dream of expandisgstate from the Nile to Furat. Therefore,
they accused the resisters of working with the elsrarganizations. The local activists
strongly deny this and always claim that the oppgpgiolitical parties are not taking part in

this escalation.

Decision-making at the village level before theam project was mainly a task for elders,
men and educated people. In these events whereth@epheld their meetings, many voices
started to argue even against previously powerfigngs. Some such changes have been
perceived as negative consequences, for exampbierds arguing against their teachers and
youth against certain elders in such meetings. Steseribed this as unacceptable manners.

23 Ajras El houria News paper, April 5, 2010.
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The elders, for example, could not stop young pedmm clashing with government and
NCP members.
Ali, an active youth in public work in Jaddi villagead a different perspective. He realized
that now anybody could speak to the public, uniiteepassiveness of many youth and women
in the past vis-a-vis public issues. He said:
It used to be hard to get people to come to ipuieetings, but after this event
meetings have been attended by unexpected nunflhErepe.

Higher-level government officials always avaiditing the upstream villages when they
have public meetings. They go to the downstrealtagak, but the up stream village people
go there too, and if they expect there will be spes about the Kajbar dam they take their
signboards and hats with anti-dam slogans. Thergowent usually looks for and visits areas
there they will find many supporters, and the omgis disrupt such meetings. The supporters
blame the resistance for spoiling the negotiatitrag could have had fruitful consequences.
The resistance’s argument is that if we let thellntathe public in the downstream villages,
where the majority are supporters they will use ‘o that they make there to mislead
every one and argue that the supporters are theritgajThe opposition believes that if the
government really wishes to see the attitude ofafiected people they should come to the
upstream villages. A public discussion was organikag the government about the Kajbar
dam in one of the public halls in Khartoum. Theigess argue that some of those attending
were Nubians who had left the area and had beémglim Khartoum for centuries. They
accused them of having been lured by the governmémtbelieving that the compensation
would be paid to them as well.

Use of Ethnic Politics

Because of overwhelming domination of ethnic elsions in the state policies | asked
whether the Nubian Influential Nubian figures i tNCP can guarantee full and sustainable
compensation. | was interested in this becausentrtherners have long been taken for
granted as a dominant group who reallocate theomatiresources to develop their own
area’® But the existence of members from a particulanietgroup does not necessarily mean

that particular ethnic group is dominant. Sacnifgcthemselves for the country does not make

24 See “The black book : Imbalance of Power and Wealth in Sudan.”
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sense for the Nubians; they usually say that tledgrig first to their home then to the village,
Mahas, the Nubian homeland and finally to the cgurt we lost our homeland we will not

have any sense of belonging to Sudan.

Nubians were taken for granted as one of doniimgoups in Sudan. One dominant
stereotype of Sudanese ethnic politics is thas idominated by Arabs of the north and
subordinated Africans in the south and west (mesemtly after the Darfur crises). In the
history of Sudanese politics after independenceetlveas a Nubian president and many
ministers. Although Nubians make up less than 10% @ Sudanese population, they once
held more than fifty present of civil services pmsis in Sudan. Therefore, many other
Sudanese are bewildered when Nubians talk abougimadization. On the other hand,
Nubians see that the other Sudanese are debt taM$ubecause they taught all over Sudan
and served Sudan with conscientious and self-dgmgfititudes. They feel that other Sudanese
have forgotten all these things and do not appiedieem any more, and their resources are
being dealt with as if they had no owners. Thethaeological sites have been robbed,
damaged, submerged and in most proper cases tleehfave been taken to national museums
in Khartoum. In all cases, Nubians have not beaéfitom these resources.

Mokhtar, a middle-aged man argued that influential Nubianthe NCP do not represent

their communities:

Some other Sudanese asked us: how can the govdrmrheh includes influential
Nubians like Barky (Minister of Defense) and AbdaBktéem (former Minister of
Interior Affairs and current presidential advisecan be against Nubians? But we
have not elected them and they do not representhesy are loyal to the NCP which
has an anti-Nubian agenda. They are harming us ntlome others. They have done
nothing even for their even own small villagesdleine for all of the Nubians. How
can we trust them since they have not shown aeyesitin helping their people here?
What they do is just giving some contribution tofNGembers who go and beg them

25 Nubians organizations have written a diplomatic note to Kofi Annan the former general secretary of

the United Nations to support their right to manage their resources and develop their area.
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to contribute to a hospital or school buildiAy.Why should we beg our rights? Aren't
we paying taxes? Aren't we Sudanese?

Nubians tried to use those influential Nubiamshe NCP to stop the project but many of
them were the most ardent proponents of the projéts was a source of distrust because
they have not admitted even that, the DIU appragas wrong. There was no announcement
of the project at all and the villagers were suggdi by machines that started to work on their
land, and they know nothing about what was hapgenihe government only informed its
own followers, administrators and NCP members. rAthe tensions escalated, rumours were
spread and the villagers started to organize theesefor anti-dam actions, then the
government started to use NCP Nubians. This has$ teamore dispute among Nubians
themselves to the extent that the Nubians in NCRy paere portrayed as the bitterest
enemies of the Nubians’ own interests. The Nubvang are in the NCP at local level tried to
reduce the tensions by explaining, for instankat tvhat is being done is just a feasibility
study and they will not construct a dam now. Howelbg that time the mistrust had become
only guiding force towards the project evaluation.

Nubians are aware that the other Sudanese thitikeaf as racist because they live together
in places migrate to likElkalakla, and Elhajyousih Khartoum.Mamoun who lived for few
years in Khartoumargued this reflects social unity and solidarityocmg the community

members and should not be seen as racism. In $adsphe said, we help each other:

If you go and to see any institution in Khartointhere is one Nubian among the
staff you will notice that he is the most beloved geaceful one. It is the other
Sudanese who are racist. They call our languageanat which means
incomprehensible sound like birds and animals’ oft@s is an arrogant of Arabs to
regard our language in this way. | get angry willose who are a shamed to speak
Nubian and teach their sons only Arabic. Why showddo so if we have a highly

evolved language that existed before the Profit Mfomed himself cam&?

26 This point needs some elaborations because it reflects how the ruling party NCP is empowering it is

members through using them as channels of funding on some public services. It has to do with the shrinking

state role of new liberal state from it is responsibility in provision of social welfare.
27 | have attended an occasion of student competition in which all programs were being presented in

Arabic and somebody asked would they fail if they presented in Nubian?
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The Nubians lived together for thousands of getris can one on of the reasons behind
their unitary and strong love and strong sensengghgness to their home. They think that
they can not be compared with other ethnic grobps are weakly connected to each others
and their homeland. It is not easy to convince theteave the land of their fathers.

Abdalla, a well-informed local resister in Jaddi, belietleat even if the project is feasible it

should not be constructed by this government:

This government has never kept its promises inagmgement. The SPLM which has
led an armed conflict in the South for more thany2@rs and came to the power
through an internationally supported agreement bagn cheated by the NCP, and
this the case with all agreements with the eastsraed Darfurians, so how can we
trust them? | will not surrender to this pro-Aratlo\g@rnment, it is doing all this

because we are not Arab. Their approach showedthatsthey do not respect us. They

came and started as if there were no people litiege.

The dam supporters usually refer to the local datir committee members as a politically
motivated group. In contrast, the opposing growgss that they have been selected on the
bases of honesty and trustworthiness. Even belferelam they were active and prepared to
sacrifice their time and money, and no one canthayn. Local people refer to those whom
the government can influence in his attitude as artiwy persons who have sold their
consciences to the government. Some governmemkeddfiand those who have positions in
the power are accused of being like this. It caoklas if Nubian supporters want to let the

government submerge their homes.

This perception of the dam supporters is puttogstraints on the internal unification,
which could find common ground between them. Tla@eemany people who have nothing to
do with the governments’ interests but who havepeted the dam from their calculations of
the land shortage and belief that it is time tokldor other wider spaces to improve their
opportunities in life. They think that the projeall turn their lives upside down. Many of the
locals would accept the dam if they trusted that government to fully compensate them.
They see that the land has been exhausted bedaysbadve farmed the same piece of land
for thousands of years. One of them said in 19§&t 25 sacks but in 2009 | got only 6 sacks

from the same land. Whatever effort you put wilt mzrease the productivity. Although they
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are not many in the upstream affected villagesh seasonable voices to accept the dam
should also be heard and reasoned with.

The anti-dam locals refer to the geopolitichNabia, and say because we are between Egypt
and the Arabs of the central Sudan and they coolcrabize us, so they are trying to uproot
us instead. The southerners were supported bydighlbouring countries such as Uganda,
and the Darfurians by Chad, but our problem is &gypt is our bitterest enemy. Some of
those who have visited Egypt tell stories of how Bygyptian Nubians are being mistreated by
the Egyptian government. There are many emergiighcoations between Sudanese and

Egyptian Nubians.

Hosain, a member in the local anti-dam committee, discussasl Kajbar dam provoked
their political actions:
They think that the Nubians are dangerous to thabir culture. Historically, they
defeated many civilizations but could not do thithhws. We suffered all wars with
Egypt and others and we are still united. When tpely some Arabs among us to
assimilate us they are still isolated, this is tase even in Khartoum. | hope we have
not let the Arabs enter Sud&hAll marginalized people in the east, west and sout

28 He refers to the very old history agreement between Nubians and Arabs which called Boght

agreement. Arab tried to enter Sudan from it northern gate and got into clashes with Nubian kingdom. The war
went for long time. Finally they came up with this agreement of Boght through which Arab could enter Sudan,
and build Mosques and gradually converted Nubian from Christianity to Islam. The agreement was that Arab
should pass Nubian area and not settled and Nubians should pay 360 slaves yearly to the Arab. There is a
dominating picture about the Nubians by other Sudanese that they are something like half Muslims and some
time anti religion. Many jokes about Nubians is reproducing this picture about Nubians, for example they say
one religious man told a Nubian that: its you who entered the Islam in Sudan, the Nubian replied; and its we
who are going to remove it. But it is more than merely jokes, this how Nubians see themselves in the eyes of

others and how most Sudanese sees Nubians.

Depending on such discourses the anti-dam resistors see that, the government is targeting us because
they think of us as threatening to Arab and Islam. The NCP often regarded Nubian as communist (communism
is mainly perceived as anti-Islam). One of the NCP members described all anti dam movement as that
communist are missing their past in which they won the election in Nubian area. He argued that the communist
are manipulating this issue to gain the election in the northern part against Islamic awaken which dominated

the area. My informants have explained why this stereotype is attached to them differently. Some said because
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have won their rights through such rebel movementsd, it is only we who have got
nothing. We were asleep and they provoked us byd#m. The issue of our massacres

has been circulated like the Darfur file.

Activists see that there is a promising futiareNubians because of the emergence of many
Nubian societies, organizations and political earti Still there are some problems of
fragmented efforts that should be unified. Somaetieatlike Nubian student associations at
Sudanese universities are not fully playing theipexted role. Nevertheless, they are
becoming more active in public issues outside thgausities. Their activities at universities
used to be just to welcome the new Nubian studemtisorganize farewell parties for those
who had graduated. The Nubian student associaiorthe University of Khartoum
established a news paper to work against the grojdey also organized many public
meetings, workshops and brought Nubian intellestual talk to the public. They were
organized and fully trained because most of themepelitical activists, mainly communist,
as well. They went to the Mahas area and gave @spkeches in every village and provoked

the locals.

The dam resisters classify some Nubian organimmtwhich do oppose the project as
governmental organizations. They have been orgdrarne are financed by the government,
and their members are recognized NCP members. Amge of such an organization is

“Halfa, Sikkoat Mahas Development Organization”.

The high rate of out emigration is perceivedchaeliberate action from the government to
depopulate the Nubian homelands. The area wastfergby all national governments and
most of the social services were run by the effoftdlubians abroad, otherwise life in the

homeland would be impossible.

in 1980s the communist nominated person has won in the Halfa Mahas province, which was a rare case in
Sudan. Others say because we are open and say our opinion directly without flattering and the government
does not want so. Elsir: “Once a minister affords to build a mosque and Nubian old man asked him it should
school instead of mosque. When they heard such thing they misunderstand us but the old man was not against

the mosque building but he was referring to the shortage of schools.
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Thinking Through Archeology

The evaluation of the archaeological sites isoatroversial issue. Some people do not
believe that many archaeological sites will be,lasid they do not actually care very much.
There can be a number of factors behind that. Antbiegn, that the state has not given
attention to its value. There are many storiesalet@ people from their ancestral heritages
for example, in many areas archaeological sitedalieved to be occupied by devils. Other
stories describing them as European heritagesalhititese are being regarded by activist as a
strategic efforts against Nubian identity and tsimdate them. As a reaction they have
started to concentrate on the importance of presgrtheir historical heritages and being
proud of it. Many lectures have been organizedhm villages to show the significance of
historical heritage for their identity and how é@rcbe good source of economic reward to the
area. These lectures highlighted what are theranasvisible archeological sites. These
lectures greatly helped to mobilize local Nubiamsi¢t against the project. The governments’
argument is that the project will even help to @wae Nubian archaeology by encouraging

archaeological excavations before sites are sutederg

Conclusion

In short, in this chapter | have presented thaagraphy of state intervention in the Kajbar
Dam project; its history, state interventions, demmneactions to it and its ramifications. We
briefly followed the hegemony of the state anddbealating counter actions of the resistance.
The chapter has focused on the power relationseo¥arious stakeholders in the project. The
state tried to limit the maneuvering space of theal participants in the opposition to the
project. The government officials excluded the lopaople from discussions about its
feasibility, refused to recognize their represemst and started the project without their
consent. The government has used the power of Wse® of nationalism, religion and
economic progress in addition to its control of thedia and other state apparatus. In spite of
all this soft power, they were unable to persuddelocals to endorse the project. This is
because the resisters, as | have showed, weralalsdo produce critical knowledge which
destabilized the state discourse. They were alt® taborganize and mobilize the forces of
rights-based advocacy and the Nubian identity whjiskstioned and delegitimized the state’s
actions. When the state failed to implement thgeptathrough the soft power it exercised
coercive state power by using the police forceilip &rest, target and cover up, in order to
suppress the anti-dam activities. These actions ked/to farther escalations of resistance at
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many levels using different methods that have jpddr local, national and global forces
which support them in their struggle against tlaeshegemony. In the last chapter, | deepen
my discussion and analysis of these complex intiers& This is to prove that it is not the
state power and other forces of implementationsclwvhiefine the outcome of the

“developmental” project but also the capacity @& dounter actions to modify and resist it.

What the chapter has also shown is that thdictomg visions, discourses and actions |
described earlier can not be fully gasped unlesbmadly see how each part evaluate the
benefits and costs of the project. As we saw, ¢ngibns have escalated because of the state
mismanagement of the local reactions. But thereehago been tensions from the very
beginning due to the underlying economic ratiogabéhind the dam project. Therefore, the
next chapter will present more focused reflectionsthe present economic situation in the
area and discuss how the pro-dam and anti-dam @enpd organizations articulate the
situation very differently. We shall see the ecommarguments of the state as opposed to a
more complex local perception of the natural envinent as something embedded in their

history and their identity, basic to the presert aniure well being of the people.

-52 -



Chapter Three

KAJBAR CATARACT: AN APPROPRIATE NATURAL
RESOURCE FOR ELECTRICITY GENERATION vs.
PRICELESS HOMELAND

Formel 1 Kajbar Cataract (Source: Nuba IrkinaiGroup).

Abd Elmohsin,a university graduate who works in Khartoum andsgback to his
family in Nubian homeland on holidays said:
The supporters here say that you will be fully cengatedHe asked meyou
are in Norway; if they gave you a very good positibere, providing you will
not ever come back to Sudan, would you acceptplied, no, | wouldn’t He
said this is more than an emotional attitude. | d@vown up here and when |
leave this area to work in Khartoum | miss even stieets’ stones hefé.

*? | noticed that this emotional aspect is totally ignored or belittled by the planners. Some times you hear them
saying “they are just motivated by their emotions”. | have not come across a study or survey that they tried to
consider this part. This emotional and cultural aspect does not make sense to those who conduct their data by
GIS to do the socio-cultural assessments. The loses and gains for them is just how many feddans, houses and
palm trees they are going to lose and how they will be compensated and this only the negotiable part of the

project for the planners.
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Human life without health cannot enjoy anythingerevf you have billion
dollars. If you have serious health problems yoll mat enjoy your life. What
will affect us in the resettlement area is not sedise to be treated, but will be
a problem that is psychologically deep-seated aot aurable. Even if they

fully compensated us, that does not mean we wablisfied.

Through this chapter my main aim is to bringdevice for what | am calling “the economic
rationality” behind the struggle. In the ChaptereQrdiscussed the theoretical perspectives of
those who argue that development is achievableugiirahe glorification of a particular
knowledge and through the employment of specificrava and simplified calculations
(Escobar 1995, Ferguson 1994, Barth 1997, Mitc@D2, Scott 1998). Following such lines
of arguments | want to reflect how the Kajbar darojgrt is surrounded by contradicting
evaluations of the lost and benefits. The goverriraed pro-dam agents are articulating the
deteriorating economic situation of the locals, tia@row strips of land, falling agricultural
and palm trees production, contrasting this with #tonomic benefits locals will get as
compensation from the dam project. The discourdeagdcultural expansion, electricity
production and the provision of proper social sssiare key arguments employed by the
State to justify and rationalize their actions. Bi¢keless, such discourses are no longer
working smoothly. As | argued earlier, this type lidgemonic arguments are now being
destabilized by the critical discourses and knogéedy local people. In this chapter | am
going to reflect how the anti-dam Nubians, in castrto the state discourse, highlights the
extra-economic values of their land and palm trédesyalue of the Nile itself, and the value
of the safe and secure life they are living, basedhese valued resources. We will see how
the local people refuse the evaluation of the ptopests and their future wellbeing from a
purely economic point of view, replacing this walguments that stress the deep sociality of

land, palm trees, and the Nile and their socioucaltvalues for the Nubians.

Agriculture and Living Conditions in Mahas Area

The ethnographic data about the living conditio terms of livelihood was an important
aspect to grasp how people are reacting towargrhject. For example, which agricultural
activities do they proceed with, and how do thelyiate their lands? What are the problems
facing the agricultural activities now? What is ttwndition of Palm trees’ productivity and

marketing? The discussion of the situation of mulbcial services in Mahas area was
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important as well. | tried to follow what has bedranged in their livelihood system by letting

them call their memories few decades back.

When it comes to the project evaluation and gqaron, it has a lot to do with the Nubian
consciousness of their current socio-economic stmaand the images of the resettlement
areas they have constructed. The changing econsituations, reduction of the agricultural
production, ecological changes and the disturbaricheir livelihood system is not being
perceived same by all locals. You hear very diffieevaluations when you ask about current
living conditions as background to their perceptminthe project. The project opponents
reflect their socio-economic situation as if theg Eving in the paradis&. On the other hand,
the supporters can reflect the area which they hese for thousand years as if they will not
be survive any more with out the dam-project. imgportant to understand their perception in
the light of the attitude about the dam. Nevertb®ldt is also important to see their attitude
according to perceptions of the current situatisnwall. These attitudes say something about

how they perceive the present, and how the lifélvelin their resettlement areas.

Disturbance of Livelihood System as Biases for PrBbam
Arguments

The Nubians’ adaptive strategy, in their homeJasombines agriculture along the banks of
the Nile, keeping some livestock for their consumptand migration to the cities or outside
the country. Even though almost all families depenanen who have migrated to other Arab
countries, the backbone of their livelihood depeodgrowing cash crops like beans, wheat
and date palms. The cultivable land which they fémside the Nile does not exceed five
feddansfor each family. The compactness of the Nubian élanmd heightens Nubian

migration to the cities and outside the country.

However, the relative shortage of cultivable lasehot the main problem facing the Nubians.

The high fertility of their land which they haverri@ed for thousands of years has not

% Of course, they wouldn’t reflect their situation as such if there was an organization providing economic help
for example. What | am trying to argue here is that how people see and reflect their own being is highly

strategic.
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decreased because it is renewed every year byitedldbd which brings silt. They do not
need to adopt strategies such as a rotation systemaintain the fertility of the soil, as is the
case in many parts of Sudan. The rate of migratias dramatically increased in recent
decades because of a high level of taxation aratk of health and educational and other
social services. The costs of these services gie lecause this area has been neglected by

Sudanese governments since independence.

Archaeological finds show that ancient Nubiastdny has largely been shaped by changes
in the level of the Nile. So the “Nubians periodsgpansion and decay are best understood
in terms of the varying amount of water which woulefine the area of cultivable land”
(Adams & Trigger, in Sgrbg 1972: 14). Fluctuatiomghe flow of the Nile are one of the
factors which have a direct impact on agricultwetivities, because many of their fields are
closely attached to the Nile. Many major agricidtitschemes with large pumps have stopped
or are working below their capacity because of latkvater and unexpected fluctuations in
flow. In many areas with water shortages in theeNihlley, small sandy islands have
emerged. Villages with these small islands usislffer water shortages in the dry seastns.
The water of the small valleys between the villaged the small islands dries up when the
river shrinks after the flood season. These vikage not have easy access to water during the

winter to grow their main winter crops such as viteaal beans (see figure 4).

31 The villages of Habaraab, Saadeeg, Hambikol, Miseeda, Sharg faad in the upstream area , called Khour
villages are the most affected area by this valley shrinking. They could not farm the winter season for many
years. It is hard for them to get drinking water let alone for irrigation. Many people from these villages asked to
be resettled in another area, even if the dam project will not be there. This case is being referred to as a solid

case for the dam feasibility by the dam supporters, government and planners.

-56 -



Figure 4 In some villages it gets completely dry in sumnf#éris is not the main Nile

valley). Source: Nuba Irkinain Group.

Generally speaking, the Nile has shrunk mucheicent years due to climate change.
However, Nubians in Mahas area have observed egigus Nile water shrinkages during the
past few years because of the construction of teeoile dam. They are in the downstream
area of the dam and it is now difficult to predibe fluctuations in flow. They used to
organize their agricultural activities in differefi¢lds with different crops according to the
natural Nile water fluctuation. Now that water amhthas come under the control of the dam
administratior’ they experience major disturbances in their afjtical activities, which have
consequences for their overall attitudes to agmcel An interview with a government
official in northern state gave me the impressiuwat they are using this as weapon to weaken
local resistance to the dam. He said “the oppasitiow has cooled down and the supporters
are growing. We have many signatures of people want the dam. Now they are facing

many problems in their agriculture due to the umexed Nile water fluctuation”.

32 This area is now a down stream to Merowe dam which has been accomplished few years back.
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Now in the course of a single night, farmers aablé to find their fields very far from the
water because of the Nile shrinking. The water leane their pumps dry as it drops by tens
of meters. It is difficult to move the pumps toléol the water, as this needs the collaboration
of many farmers in a collective effort calleddfeer or fezg which is now reduced because
of the domination of the market perspective inrtherk. They use the labour of newcomers
from Darfur, Manaseer, and other places and pap éas them. Many major irrigation
schemes have been stopped because of these umekpect harmful fluctuations in water

level.

To cope with such changes the farmers have adofarious methods. In some villages the
farmers use small schemes with artesian well itingasystems. The large schemes, which all
farmers of the village used to farm, have beenmdpn some villages or are about to stop in
other. Although the artesian irrigation systemastly, it provides constant access to water all
year round. These small schemes are becoming mdrenare popular in the villages. Sudla
is a village of less than 8 km in length and withf@éddans of farmable land, where there are
more than eight pumps. The growing number of pumspslosely related to the rise in

production costs.

Kolotod is a kind of irrigation system that has been adbpte avoid water shortage
problems in the valley. They use two pumps, onenftbe main water site to another fixed
pumps site, so that they always have access ta.wites method is more costly than the
artesian system. But even with all these they iiinot irrigate their fields properly.

Izzat, a farmer who owns five feddans of land in Farragplained the reduction of the
agricultural production as follows:
The fall in wheat and bean production is not ongcduse of the water and land
fertility but also because of climate changes. €hae winter crops that need cold
weather, and the winter is not as cold as it usede™

33 Here we can see how the slightest sign of global warming is being felt by the local people. And he

might also say so because he heard about the global warming. But it is true that the winter is not so cold now.
One of my informants said that he used to have a fire in the middle of the room to keep warm, but now he can

sleep even without a bed-cover.
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The artesian irrigation system will terminate tleetifization of the land by the Nile silt. But
some farmers still do not see this as a serioublgmo yet because the land is still fertile.
What are more problematic for productivity are thgects, grass and weeds that negatively

affects crop production.

| askedOmar, who has been farming for more than 15 years uil&Village,to try to recall
the productivity of the same piece of land over years, for example, how many sacks of
wheat and beans he used to harvest from the samaeaad the same crop since the end of
19907?
| have had a small pump since 2000 and my fieabmut 7 feddans. In 2000 | got 33
sacks of beans from two feddans, and 44 sacks editvitom four feddans. After that
the production kept falling by one or two sackseary until this year | got 18 sacks
from the same piece of land. When | saw that theatvland bean crops were
becoming lower and lower | started to gradually lesy@ them by growing some

vegetables?

It was interesting to observe the techniques abpy the farmers to compensate for the fall

in crop production and to see where they market greducts.

There is not much diversity in their crops. Mokthe farmers are restricted to winter crops,
mainly wheat and beans, and dates. It is raredcadarmer who grows vegetables and sells
them in the local markets. Few farmers grow tedges for their own consumption. They
grow only Okra, Jews’ melldRigla® Vegetables need investments of time such as wgedin
Some farmers have adopted the strategy of fakgatron to clean the land. In this method,
before the start of the growing season they ireigat empty field before sowing; the weeds
grow and they plough them in. This is an efficiamid less expensive method than using

herbicides, and it kills all weeds.

34 Such a way of adaption within the agricultural production is not so common; they usually perform
other non-agricultural activities as well, such as raising sheep and goats, working as a village carrier, running a
small shop, fishing and working in a government office. This is to fill the gap of gradually diminishing

agricultural production.

35 The range of product is narrow, which means that they depend on a few types of foods. This is

because, unlike in the past, they now farm to meet market demand rather than for their own consumption
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Figure 5: Farmers are cleaning the lanSource: Nuba Irkinain Group).

In spite of all these difficulties, many farmérgve not totally abandoned agriculture when
they started to look for other sources of incometivities such as fishing, trading, and so on
are definitely there because of the impossibilitydepending on agriculture alone. There is
some diversification of economic activities butl sverybody who lives there needs to farm,
as they see that without agriculture it is diffictd live. For example some people have cars
and working as carriers, but what they earn couess part of their living costs. However,

there are some youngsters who do not farm.

The local administrators once brought some llylgoats through the farmers’ bank as
package of a programme called “the productive fghthat aims to “help” the families to
generate incomes. But the goats did not tolerateetivironment and the kind of grasses
which they fed them, so they all died, and those véteived this package found them selves
in debt.

There is another issue of using foreign labocartain agricultural activities. Those people
come from outside Mahas like Manaseer, Nuba, Southg, Darfurians and central Arabs.
The elders always complain about this, saying ooutly are not fully committed to
agriculture. This is why they give agricultural goto the newcomers. For example, when the
growing season starts it is a heavy task to preffegdand, so at that stage people pay for
external labor. Although it increases agricultuwrasts, it also gives people a certain prestige
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to have workers on their farms. Others are proudodfdepending on external labor because
they can do everything for themselves. Big familigth many young men are unlikely to use
external labor, particularly if their land is nagkenough, and they do not have many other
sources of income. But such families are now raeabse of the high rate of emigration,

predominantly in the productive age-group.

If the family has many brothers abroad in SaArdibia, Khartoum or some other countries,
one of them always stays in Mahas. The family eraxpes him to stay to look after their
fields and their families and grow new palm treesHimself and them. They also send him
money, sometimes even a car to increase his incAfh#his is to compensate him. If their
brothers are supporting him well he does not needbtthe agricultural activities by himself
so in such case he uses external labor. This girdielps to minimize the negative effect of

the shortage of land while it also maintains tHatrenship with the home.

The increase in the use of external labor isadiporelated to the decrease in collective work
Nafeer Families which had problems in doing the heagkseaof farming their fields because
of the death of the breadwinner, health problemsawel used to be helped by relatives and
neighbors. Although people talk about how they swppach other, such support is not as
common as it used to be, if it exists at all. Eirensing money for labor they prefer to give it
to the newcomers than to their relatives and naghlbbecause every Nubian has his own
land so they do not need to work for others; wagkior your relatives and neighbors for the
sake of money is what “strangers” do. They mayus$b jhe same work to help out, but not in

order to earn money.

They do not want to mix market relationships,iclihthey evaluate as superficial and
utilitarian, with the social and kinship ones whate, or at least are supposed to be, genuine,
strong and collaborative. This is why they prefeoremic dealings with non-Nubians. It is
difficult for them to bargain over prices of gooaislabor value with their relatives. There is
an issue of emerging specialization, for instamey tsee that Arabs can clean palm trees but
they do not know other agricultural activities. iFra@rs know that what they pay for such labor
IS expensive:

Mohammed an owner of small pumper, calculated the expemsedved in using external

labor in some agricultural activities as follows:
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what we give them is not so expensive, but acegriti what we get from the market
we can even lose. It costs 3 Sudanese Poundsao ctee palm tree, so if | clean 10
palms and get 1000 palm branches | can sell thethermarket for less than the 30
SDP which | have paid for the worker. The costvieremore than that because we
feed him while he is working. Our purchasing povwgeweak because the area is far
from the cities and has less population.

Date production is also falling. Even in theoftbseason, the water does not reach the level
where they plant their palm trees, as it used @nlkew years ago. The villagers are also
complaining about diseases in their palms. Thewktiee symptoms but not the causes. The
prices of dates are rising, because the area iscoowected to the cities by paved roads. This
helps to balance the fall in productivity. The pgdncrease most durifiRemadarandEids®®
but many families that are in debt cannot wait luhin because the traders take their crops
from them. The trader can provide goods all yeamdoand get what is due to him at
harvesting time. If you have palm trees, you ararguteed goods, which is another form of
the social values of palm tress. One of the antirdaguments is that if they do not have palm
trees in the new areas, who will guarantee thenrmviiey do not have money? The palm tree
plays a kind of social insurance role for themhait homelands. They think that people will
not trust each other in the new places and relghigs will be just like in the city, which they
negatively referred to. One of my informants frdme Manaseer area, which was affected by
the Merowe dam, also said that this is the caséhfem now. Mahas people hear such stories
from them and start to build up a negative pictfrtheir future resettlement.

Agricultural production is diminishing in allsitaspects, as mentioned before. At the same
time, there is an increasing trend towards mongbiza\What the family used to produce for
itself has been commoditized. They used to utiliaegxample, local fertilizer, get milk from
their own goats, collect wood for cooking, makeirtt@vn furniture, prepare their own
medicine and use oil lamps. Now they pay for chainiertilizers, powdered milk, biogas,
ready-made furniture, medical care and many othiegs from the market. They need more
money to face this ever growing demand for produetgen while their agricultural
production is falling. They adopt a number of diffiet strategies to fill this gap. It used to be

filled by what the family member, who was workingread particularly in Saudi Arabia and

36 . . .
Ramadan and Eids are Islamic occasions.
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the Gulf countries, could send. This was the maimree of income to fill this gap but now
they can not help much. They started to depend nmorelocal adaptations such as
diversification of economic activities. People takieatever they need from the shops and pay
back in kind at the harvest time. The small traderthe villages also are in debt to bigger
traders of towns. Not all people wait to the hatwvgstime to pay back their due. Some sell
their animals, do other jobs, and get from a broadny other source. Those who do so are

usually in enough economic situations.

Some farmers generally perceive the economi@atsiin as improving, but say that the
socio-cultural situation is getting worse. Econaailic they have shifted from water-wheels
sagiato small pumps to bigger irrigation schemes, ardetshifts have increased production.
But people can still not depend on agriculture alofihe growing gap is not only due to
diminishing agricultural production but rather tocieasing monetization and market
dependence. People breed animals for the foddethwhey get when they clean their farms.
No one can depend only on animals alone becausarhaot feed them if he is not farming.

This strategy is also not enough, and two- thifdheir money comes from abroad.

o

Figure 6: A small pumping machine(Source: Nuba Irkinain Group).
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Other costs such as health and education have fmidedirectly. They complain that the

health services are not good and trustworthy.

Mojahid, a father of three, showed his dissatisfaction withlocal medical services:
Doctors just try all medicines on you, and you wilbbably be sent to Dongola or
another city for a very minor operation. We suffiench to reach Dongola, when the
patient reach there s/he become a hop less case.

But this risk has been reduced much since thetoaction of the road, in terms of both the
time to reach the hospital and the cost. The mmsincon diseases in the region are malaria,
various types of cancer and renal failure, causepdtlution of the Nile water. There are no
water processing or similar procedures. People Igitage their water directly from the Nile

and this causes many diseases.

Other costs such as sending children to schoel reot very expensive; they pay
approximately 9SB for book fees, water services pad of the living expenses of the
teachers who come from other areas and live amloaign.t However, secondary school is
really expensive, particularly if the student liviesan apartment. If the student has to repeat
the year in a class he is no longer regarded asaaf student, so she or he pays ten times as
much as formal students pay as fees. Some of tlaamot pay and may be dismissatter
all this, the level of education is very poor. FRoore than five years, not a single student has
been accepted by the University of Khartoum inranfd bachelor's programme, because their
grades are very low. Many people have left thag#él when their sons reach this level for this

reason.

The agricultural predicaments of disturbing #wlogy of the Nile and its consequences,
such as the relative shortage of farmable landindalagricultural production, changing
attitudes to agriculture, high rate of emigratia®e all highlighted by pro-dam agents as
arguments in favour of the Kajbar dam. This sitwais being articulated by pro-dam agents.
The government discourse is that the constructiahe dam will expand the agriculture by
facilitating the irrigation of wider areas of lartthat have not been cultivated before.
According to the government, this will even rep@pealthe Nubian homeland, which has been
largely evacuated. Construction of the dam, acogrdo the government, will realize the
Nubian dream of returning to their ancestral larydpooviding larger farms, appropriate

infrastructure and social services.
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Emerging Criticism: Beyond Economics

With all these economic predicaments discus$eyeg when it comes to changing their
situation through a project such as dam constmgtize local anti-dam people say that their
current problems are as nothing compared to wheat Will suffer in the resettlement areas.
They attach little value to the economic aspeceneN there is progress, they highlight the
emotional aspect of their connectedness to thed.lbnlike the pro-dam agents, they do not
calculate the costs and benefits from a purely @eoa point of view. The economic situation
as described above is what the pro-dam agents bpirig support their attitude to the project.
The meanings that Nubians attached to their palmesiile, the socio-cultural history and the

archaeological sites do not make much sense fqurtirdam agents.

The Nubian perception of Land, Palm Trees and ligeside the Nile

In addition to their economic value, date palnd dates are of great importance in Nubian
every day life. For instance, the products are meat in marriage pacts, inheritances,
kinship relationships, songs, dance, images of kwveé other human relationships (Gamal
2008) Losing their home land, their archaeological sigegm trees and the environment they
are used to living in, it is argued, will undermitie existence of “Nubian” as a distinctive
identity. In contrast to the bureaucratic percamiof the government, the argument “The
Nile for the Nubians” has taken on a broader megniot only as an economic resource but
as a total way of life. Many cultural aspects b¢ tlife of people, symbolic as well as

cosmological, are tied to the people’s interactidgth the Nile.
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Figure 7: Houses, farms, palm trees and the Nileaurce: Nuba Irkinain Group).

The shortage of the land was an obvious isswevillage like Sabo, but in other villages,
such as Mashakaila, some farmers argued that ikeewen relative abundance of land
because many people have abandoned agriculturearBlaeof land which was occupied by
thirty farmers in the 1990s is now being farmedhbiy nine farmers. The elders regard it as a
youth problem rather than land shortage, arguirad ffoung people are no longer fully
committed to agriculture.

Yousif, a man in his early sixties, believes that the yaarh not interested in working in
agriculture:
Now youth do not have the culture and ethics ahfag. For example we used to dig
out and remove the roots of the wild plants, but/ bey just cut them. They say we
can not depend on agriculture, and it is true ttiee rewards are not feasible if they
are not fully involved in all agricultural activés. These are total undividable
activities that require you to clean your palms agrow grass under them and grow

some vegetables in Selodkheside the main winter crops. In this way you héle

37 Selouka, which they also call ferry, is the fertile narrow piece of land which appears when the Nile

shrinks after the flood season. This piece of land is usually farmed by women. They grow vegetables and some
cash crops like lupins and hay for their animals. The agricultural activities of these fields have been severely
affected by the construction of the Merowe dam, because they are the most vulnerable to the Nile fluctuations

,which have become very unpredictable. They have now almost stopped farming such fields.
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good animal production and production from yourrpalwill also increase. You can
meet your needs for vegetables, but now our farrbags vegetables from Karma
market. What they do now is just to grow wintempsrand out of the work during the
rest of the year. The agricultural costs would la¢hmg compared to what they would
produce if they adopted such strategies. But bujuad and spare parts for just the
winter season is not feasible. Our youth are restd to farming their own field even
if their neighbors have left their lands. They spehe whole night watching TV,
playing cards or going to weddings, and sleeplaté in the morning. How can they
be dedicated farmers as their fathers and grandfieghvere?

Most young men do not plan to get married unley can go abroad to other Arab
countries. Depending on such viewpoints, some atigateeven if they are compensated with
more land they will not farm it. This is becausesia matter of rejection of the whole lifestyle
of being a farmer rather than a land problem f@nth Some mentioned other people who
have more than 10 feddans in Bergaigescheme and no-one from their family is still i th

area and farming it.

Figure 8: Relatives are gathered under the palm trees toetélieir shares.(Source: Nuba
Irkinain Group).
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The palm trees are strongly related to the lgedphey believe that after its owner dies, the
palm will not produce well. The palm trees and ttheates have even greater social and
cultural than economic value. For example when $mug dies, they place green palm
branches on his grave, believing that his soul kallin peace and he will not suffer till the
branches dry out. Date production no longer sasisfihe economic needs of the family as it
used to. Nevertheless, the season of the harvdigeis festival, and when relatives come
from many places and gather in the village withnthihey feel warm social relationships.
When the Nile floods and the palm harvest comeletrsago from village to village with their
boats carrying goods. In these economic good timestiage ceremonies held here and there
in the village. Someone told me: this is our fegtiand ceremony time; not Eid Eladhha and
Eid Elfitr®® which we lately started to celebrate. There argidhs who come from
Khartoum and other places to harvest their palwan ¢hough what they earn does not meet
their travel costs. They come to satisfy the soonds of reunions with their relatives,
neighbors and friend.

Our Home Always Brings Us Food Security and Peadédfife

They appreciate the safety of the place; for Muslisafety comes as the seconded basic

necessity after food.

38 Eid Eladhha and Eid Elfitr are Islamic festivals. Such statements are usually taken by non-Nubians to

mean that Nubians are sort of “half-" or “relaxed” Muslims.

39 This strong connectedness to the palm and river is also getting weakening. Going to the Nile and

under palm trees to farm, play, fish and spend most of the day there is no longer common. This is partially
because people have shifted their houses from under the palm tress. Some informants argued that their life
became boring when we moved our house from under the palm trees to the present space, so what will it be
like when we are completely moved from here and thrown away from the Nile and our palms. The closer that
Nubians live to the Nile and their palm trees, the safer he becomes. But this is a changing attitude to their
environment. Some young men told me they have not seen the Nile and been under the palm trees for more
than a month, which means their connectedness is weakening. However, this attitude is found among those
who are not active in farming and who work in the village, like school teachers, government officials and others
who are working as carriers; this is not the case with the majority of people. In the past it was the only place to

work and live, but they have elsewhere and there is diversification of economic activities.
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Fatima, a knowledgeable woman in Nawri village, she hidhtiegl the value of the homeland
saying:
Have you ever seen someone stealing somethirgy f&ymebody killing another?
Have they ever told you that this grave is for soogy who died of hunger? Even God
said to Goraish in Mecca that “I have saved younfrunger and secured you from
fear”. In Mecca they are saved from hunger becallsy have dates. There are no
other trees in Mecca except palms. Even the seelfecoca palms were taken from
Nubia by Sarah, the mother of the Prophet Mosesy T¥ere Nubians by the way, in
the Quran it is said that when Moses mother threw in the Nile it took a day and a
night to reach the Pharaoh's Palace. If you caltelthe distance that something can
go with the normal speed of the Nile, to reach Bi@araoh's Palace it is exactly

Kusha, which is in the Nubian area where Moses puaisnto the Nile™

The elders always complain that the new generationsot give palm trees much care. They
refer to the messiness of area under the palmsthaydsay it used to be as clean as our
houses. They could just go and sleep or have fere thut now no-one bother to clean much,
if they clean at all. This is because the youngaregation has started to calculate that palms
are not a dependable economic source. Naturaldy, #ne not like their grandfathers, who

totally depended on their palms.

One of the socio-cultural values of the palmthat it plays a significant role in the
connectedness of Nubians to their homes. It ha®twith identity, those who do not have
palms and lands are not regarded as Nubians. ©#tegories of Arabs and Negfbhiave
access to the land and can share the palm withaNspbut they do not own them. They can
share in the dates because they have either gdghae trees or brought the palm shoots. In

such cases they take one third of the productiarif bioe palm dies they do not have the right

40 Unlike many tribes in Sudan, Nubians do not trace back their genealogy to the Prophet Mohammeds’

kin. Instead they have tendency to include them and say that they themselves or their ancestors were Nubian.
You usually hear them saying that Moses was Nubian, Loghman was Nubian, and their inclination is to include

them in their identity.

41 The people they refer to as Negroes have little darker skins than them, they speak nothing except

Nubian and they share the economic resources with Nubians. The only differences are the story that they came

from another area which neither they nor Nubians know, and that they do not possess land.
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to replace if? They clearly distinguish between sharing the lardch is not available to
non-Nubians, and sharing the production. This i @inthe criteria by which they distinguish

between Nubians and other peoples.

Newcomers to the place, those who do not haag usually do various kinds of jobs
which give them an income on a daily basis becaosene guarantees them. They do not let
them stay in neighbouring houses but relativelyanones, and incorporate them gradually
into society. The longer newcomers remain in thage and the better known they become,
the more access they gain to land and date prashuci few weeks before harvest, when the
dates become ripe and the wind blows over the ,tthesfallen dates are for anybody to
collect. They are usually collected by children,mmem and “strangers”. Sometimes they can

earn more than what the owners of the palm therasajet.

People who are living abroad or in Khartoum &d#veir palms to such newcomers. They
stay in their houses, farm their land and sendréiné to them. For the dates, they fertilize,
clean and harvest the palms and take 15% of thduption. To obtain such access is not easy
for newcomers, because they scrutinize them forthsoar even years. Learning Nubian and
marrying a Nubian may be the final stage of incoagion into Nubian society. Such cases are
very rare, and these families are not considerdambtoompletely Nubian. They remember the
history of such families for many generations, aren there is a dispute they bring up such
stories. In those days of clashes with governmbntutathe project some of the supporters’
histories were retold; that they are not Nubiaejrtfather came from such and such a place

and this is why they do not care for the home-laiifds was the case with many Arabs who

42 In Nubian customs they divide the production into three; one third for the owner of the land, the

second for the owner of the shoots, and the last third for the person who irrigated the trees; this division is
regardless of who are the other partners. However, that does not mean that there is no segregation; until only
four decades ago, for example, Arabs were not allowed to build his house with mud as the Nubians did. They
were also obliged to build their houses on the outskirts of the villages. Negroes also used to work for Nubians
for food and shelter for themselves and their families. This is no longer the case. But because of economic
diversification, the palms and dates are not so significant now. In some central markets like the Shadda market,

the Arabs are dominating the market.
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had lived with them for more than fifty years. Bying up stories to isolate them was a

strategy designed to weaken the influence of somab®who supported the project.

If they are felt to be reliable and trustworthgy gradually get such access. Some started to
complain that the “strangers” are increasing in hamand many are accused of bringing
drugs and introducing unfamiliar behaviours. | radied an accident in which one of the
Hawaweer, a newly came Arab ethnic group, stabbéeld” Arab youth with a knife. Then
the whole Nubian and Arab community, who had lif@da long time with the Nubians, held
a meeting in the mosque and decided to expel theattaer. One of the Nubians said that it
has never happened that anybody has been harmadije or other weapon in this area.
Nubians do not use weapons when they clash witlesom No one takes up a knife or club
to protect himself, as happens in many other pErSudan. For this reason other Sudanese
call them cowards, and argue that they do not laears against government like the

southerners, easterners and Darfurians.

Fear of losing their way of life

At best, the local people imagine their resettleinaeaa will be like big cities. However, they
do not admire the urban way of life. They see thdbes not matter whether you have money
or not. In both cases you do not suffer to managetd-day expenses. But in the resettlement
area they think that if they do not have money thélyjust die.
Hanim, a mother of three boys and two girls, argues they tvill not be able to lead a good
life in the resettlement area and their moralitil e affected:
Here, you can go and eat in any house becauseealhboring houses are yours as
well. We are not tight-fisted like city people, #e®e we have enough food for the
whole year. But the city people, because they beyything for their meals directly

from shops, they are so mean.

Their relatives in the cities would suffer witlidheir support. They send them sheep, dates,
vegetable and other things to help them not to haviy everything from the market. On the

other hand, families in Khartoum also support thelatives in Mahas either by bringing their
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sons and daughters to school in Khartoum or hatviam stay with them when they come for
a short time for medical care, or to look for a.j8lo the two types of families do support each
other. Collaboration is not only at this level kalso at village level, between families,

between home-lands and Nubians in Diaspora. ThdaNakhave very strong associations,

organizations and other activities aimed at makifegeasier in their homeland (Salih 2008).

Not to welcome your relatives when they visitiya Khartoum or in Mahas is unusual and
would be stigmatized. However, this has happenéddasn supporters and oppositions of the
dam. Some families have refused to receive thédatives who were known to be project
proponents in Khartoum. These unexpected practicesnon-welcome are common

complaints about the families of the cities.

Ali, is a local famer who has been living in Khartoum dowhile, put his view point about

city life as follows:

In Khartoum, | noticed that your neighbour can b@dng a party when you need
solace. Here, when you have a fatality you feet tha entire village around you
shares your sadness. The dam planners do not uaderall this; even if this project
is being planned by scholars | do not believe ide&ese planners as they are only
half-educated. Therefore they can ignore our sosétings when they design the new
aread®. When they mix all of us together it will be likalakla (an area in the
outskirts of Khartound.

43 It is interesting that the role of expertise is being questioned. There is debate about knowledge

production and its relation to the ideology and the superiority of particular agents. In the development project,
scientific knowledge and purely economic rational calculations have been glorified. This case shows how such

superiority is perceived by local populations and how they are challenging its agents.
44 Kalakla is outskirt area in Khartoum which is mainly occupied by Nubians who have migrated from

their home land.
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Figure 7: All vilage men are gathered to have their food &iger (Source: Nuba Irkinain

Group).

A widow explained to me how she could easilynbrup her children, when their father
died, without depending much on others. Since slteahpiece of land she used to either earn
money from selling animals or dates and pay fomfé&abour and keep all of the produce at
harvesting time, or let someone else farm her Emtitake the rent. The land is divided into
different categories. The first is the area whiffertilized yearly by the Nile, they cdflary.

The second i8orjuo, which is relatively far from the Nile, so it i®ihcovered by Nile water
even in the flood seasorktaryis much more productive th@orjuo, so the rents charged for
the two kinds of land are different. The farmeregivl/8 of the total production to thary

landowner and 1/12 of thBorjuo produce. These rates are fixed and it is the stame

everybody, regardless of who farms.

If they do not feel comfortable with strangeifs®gy easily agree to dismiss them, not only
from having access to the land and date produttidrirom being among them at all. Part of
their anxiety about the resettlement area is thay will lose control over their territory,
resources, and identity and that they will losepbacefulness of their area. They think it will
be open to all like in the cities and it will bdlfaf strangers. This is combined with the fear

that the government is targeting their identity ailll bring in five million Egyptian peasants
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to assimilate them. Some women are even more pasisind say that they will be servants
to others when they leave their homes. Their salhdbacome thieves when they find nothing
to eat, and they will no longer have a peaceful easly life. Most of these images are based

on what their fellow Nubians in New Halfa tell them

Halfa experiences are not only a historigahstrophe but are part of an ongoing process
of impoverishment that has been neglected by degtnzernment. These tragic experiences
are being represented in intellectual discussimasraproduction of critical knowledge (E.g.
see: Ahmed (1997), Sabaar (2008), Ubu Elgasim7la6d Hashim (2008)). This critical
anti-dam knowledge is more than ten times as mggbrecdam agents produce to convince
the locals. However, this intellectual debate i$ the only source of information for the
Mahas, but the songs, poems and jokes of the Haffalout their current situation are very
influential source of inspiratidA When you ask them how their life will be in the
resettlement area they almost all talk of the Nealfadexperience. Since 1964, Wadi Halfa
People have led a gloomy life, with loss of homayihg to face a new environment, diseases
breaking out because of water pollution, poorepsydeing mixed with other ethnic groups
and now lacking even water for irrigation and dingk For these reasons they have been
scattered again in the outskirts of the big citlesng very marginal jobs in the informal

sectors to sustain themselves (Ali 2008).

Local farmers reckon that the compensation maw#ynot keep them going for long, and
they cannot invest it. The recent Merowe resettlgnease is not reliable for some because
they regard it as misleading, because the relatisperity of the economic situation of some
of them may be due to the compensation money, rdttan to an increase in their real
productivity. So they believe that the evaluatiéthe Merowe resettlement case should come
after several years. They are concerned with hataswable it is. It should not be calculated
on the basis of temporary circumstances. Many atbaé the compensation will not be
sustainable and that it will be divided and dekdem small amounts which they will just use
up by the end of compensation period. This visias largely been constructed from the
stories of the people affected by the Merowe daen {he Manaseer). Many Manaseer now go
to Mahas and work for Nubians on their farms anitthwouses, in order to send money back

to their families.

45 The songs of Shamandoura, Argeen, Kajbar, Loli Loli, Wetamalo, and many other reflect the Nubians’

sufferings.
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Nubians feel confidence when they have palmsesedybody can grantee them goods even
if they do not have money. Unlike palm trees, fberh money does not last, and the
compensation will be like the money which relatsend from abroad; it does not last for a
long time. But they see their palms which have bekamted 100 years ago, and they still
benefit from them.

The tragic stories about the Merowe experiemeeotien referred to. Some Nubians worked
as carriers when the dam was being constructed; fEfiethe relatives about the whole dark
sides of the project; for instance, that the howsex® not completed or they were cheated in
the compensation. The supporters’ idea is that sustakes will not be repeated in the Kajbar
case and that people will be given compensatiomlfdheir properties and can sure about the
appropriateness of the resettlement &réhen after all these they will let them starbtald.

But this seems to be far-fetched in view of theyvéight timetable that the Dam

Implementation Unit has put on project implemewotati

Collective work,fza, is now largely restricted to happy and sad occasitwecause the
heavy tasks of agricultural work are given to “sgars”. There are emerging differences in
the economic situations of the neighbouring farsilieehich are linked by kinship
relationships. The similarity of family living coitibns in the village ¥ar)*’ was pervasive

46 This is exactly what we have learned from Mitchel in chapter one: that the failure of modernization

schemes and the devastation they cause are always being considered as the failure of individual schemes
rather than the failure of the market and the principles of profit-oriented activities.

47 The Mar was a socio-cultural unit of patrilineal kin living in one big house which was divided into

many rooms, where each couple had a room. This unit used to share the same Sagia - traditional irrigation
apparatus and- the same land, and it was a joint unit of consumption as well. In such a socio-economic unit
they used to share the same living conditions. The elders always return to those days very nostalgically. This
way of living was there until a few decades back, when emigration started to increase. Those who had been
abroad started to build their own houses away from under palm trees where the mar was. This was not only a
shift of houses but also a huge change in the social structure of the Mar. The traditional irrigation system of the
Sagia has been replaced by mechanized pumps. The whole Mar, and outsiders in some cases, used to share
ownership of the Sagia. The new machines were owned by only one person, usually the person who brought
them from abroad, and others become only farmers. At the end of the season he takes half of the farmers'
production. These gradual changes in the production and residential systems produced the new villages. The
new villages are clusters of neighbouring houses, instead of one big house with many rooms in Mar system.

These houses are economically independent units, each containing a nuclear family.
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only a few decades ago. Then emigration increasatie people brought their own pumps
from abroad, and the collective production and oom#ion gradually shifted fronvar to
family. Economic differences between families gtuappeared. This is reflected in such
recently introduced commodities as bottled gas,ctetiy generators, refrigerators,
televisions and other house furniture which indéddiat some families enjoy more prosperity
than others. They like to talk about their sharedscimption and their similar Economic
situation. This still relatively true but is no lger how it used to be. Their similar economic
circumstances have changed from how they used .td°ber families struggle to fill this
emerging gap because of the still dominant megtalfitsameness. For example, if the wife
whose husband is abroad starts to buy ready lmstehd of baking her own breakabad,
Kabeeda or Kabanaribecause either she has money or does not havat wheer house,
other neighbouring women would imitate her evenh#ir family cannot afford to do so.
Women in particular are very liable to fill the gapsuch a way because their attitude is to
have the same things as their neighbours. This thmie® causes quarrels between the

couples.

This attitude towards emerging economic differenicas pushed young people to think of
other careers than agriculture. The majority of ngumen started to look for ways to go
abroad. This has reflected on their education ag began to leave school in order to go to
the Gulf States. These have more problems in #gainomic situation than the land shortage

which the government highlights.

The very communal way of life they used livettve mar or even in the first decades after
they moved to the new houses is becoming more ithaiized. For instance, the young
people in the village used to gather in the villagg. In the 1980s and 1990s the club was
very active and young people would usually be tletbe evenings discussing public issues,
organizing parties or comedies, playing games siryatching television. The money earned
through holding parties and comedies was spentiltage institutions like the school and
hospitals. So, villages were competing to maker tbieibs better than others'. More young
people were gathering in the clubs, more activitviese under way, more rewards returning to
the other village institutions, and more united ¥iikage would become. This feeling of unity
was not only among those who live in the villagé &lso among its members living abroad.
Those who were abroad collected their saving and s#gem to the youth committee in the

village club.
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In recent years, however, almost everyone hB¢ m the house and has left the club. This
has weakened the role of the club in fosteringagil unity’® but again in the days of high
tension between the villagers and the governmaéset,ctubs returned to their previous role
because there was a need to unify the villagegidds and actions. The clubs are where they
discuss the issues, held their meetings and bfiggmns and activists to talk to the public.
Some educated youth wrote to Nubian organizatiasking them to send computers and
Internet connections to the village clubs becahssd would keep young people in the clubs
when these have something they do not have at hohey also have other aims, such as
teaching people how to write Nubian, reviving fatga Nubian music instruments, folklores.
The awareness of being Nubian and the importangeatécting cultural identity have been
heightened since the launch of the dam project Eone of the main sources of resistance,

as we will see in the following chapter.

The images of the resettlement area in locapl@&ominds is that they will start their life
from zero till their new palms reach them, thougime realize that they will not be able to
plant palms in the new areas at all. Their palms lest for 200 years, but how can the
government pay five hundred Sudanese pound, 250 O6&ven less than that. They usually
compare the resettlement area to the cities, abeke but they refuse city life as well. They

miss the warm social life of the home when theygpene in Khartoum.

Mohammed,a member of the local anti-dam committee, clatifies opposing position:
Even God knew that this is the most suitable ptaoeugh which the Nile can pass.

Other areas can be toxic and they construct the dadchtake the water to other places

48 This is one of reasons behind why disassociation punishment did not change the attitude of some dam

supporters, although it was effective for others. Disassociation was a powerful when the village was strongly
united and had a more communal way of life. The individual agents gains more space as village unity becomes
weaker. As a consequence of the socio-economic changes in the social structure of the village, not all village
members are relating their interests to those of their neighbours. For example, if some body can really lead a
secure life through his relation to the government he would not be much affected by the disassociation
punishment. Gossiping about his neighbour who is a member of the National Congress Party (NCP), some one
said “every time he goes to the town he brings back something with him. The last time he brought a pump. He
has not even been to secondary school but he can still sit with the governor himself. The governor tells such
people: “You are the leader and it is your responsibility to convince your people about the project. He cannot

do any thing here but he misreports us to the government”.
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where it may defile or pollute the water. Can tloaye the contamination of the river
water which they caused by Merowe dam? Just lookVati Halfa; there is no
greenery beside the reservoir at all. That meanamimals can be fed, no dogs, so a
lot of wolves will come and kill people. God hasated the world in a very balanced
way, even Europeans harm the environment with tim@rventions, let alone this
chaotic political system. Even God is displeasdth thiem and reduced the rainfall in
Ethiopia when they constructed Merowe. Let's sa the new area will be 90%
successful. Why should | go there if I am 100% esgfal here? Why should | take
that risk? What | will lose, if | refuse and stagré? If we find that we were wrong and
the project would have been be in our favour, wiemnet regret it; what we will do is
just to let them build. But after they build it, athf this ten 10% chance of failure
takes place? Can we come back to our homes? Thaom and haphazard political
party has never established a successful sustarsdiient®, so how can | put my life
in their hands?

Local affected people are very concerned they thill lose the Nile and the government
will bring them water through canals that animal#i drink from and swim in. They have
been told that in Merowe the government just géneekieys to those who were going to the
new area and didn’t consider the older neighborbpedhere Nubians live surrounded by
their cousins and uncle, which has a lot to do \Wwilping each other, and controlling deviant
behaviors among them. For example, you can nobgmtrr neighbour’'s daughter and have
premarital sex with her, because she is your colsien when they go abroad they do not
worry much about their sisters and daughters, Isscaloeir relatives are protecting them.
Even if they put them next to each other as theyttagre now, this does not leave much space

for the coming generations to build close to tinelatives, so they will be scattered again.

They are also afraid of being mixed with oth#mé& groups in the new places and they
think the land will not be in absolute ownershipisshe case now. Nubian areas are one of
the rare cases in Sudan in which possession ofitaatisolute, and they know that and its
value. The colonials came, found them using theeidland registered it because every one
knows his own and others' fields. They did not halashes over land; some of them even left

some their land unregistered in order to avoid saX#is case is unlike what happened in

49 They always refer to unsuccessful state-run schemes and corruptions of the government.
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many other parts of Sudan, in which the colonidharties left the communal possession of
lands by the whole tribe, administered or supedvlseits traditional leaders.

They do not want to be mixed in with others Ilisg their lands and houses to them.
According to Nubian customs no-one can sell hisl laven if he is going abroad for ever. In
such cases he just leaves his land to his relatwdsenefit from it, but it is not only the
relatives who get it as non-Nubians can also uge the new areas they believe their customs
will not work and that every one will be able toytand sell his land. They see that new lands
will only be rented for 99 years according to taed possession laws in Sudan. But for them,
their land is possessed for ever; this is why theg only one can stop the project. He can
argue that if can submerge the whole area withaugthing mine you do. Those who want to
leave the area are free to do so, but they caseparate out their part and sell it. The land is

for those who stay and use it, not those who waget rid of it.

A committee calling itself thentelligent committeavent from Khartoum to the affected
villages in Mahas to persuade them to accept thegr The committee was mainly made up
of Mahas people who have good positions in the gowent. One of the informants said:
when they came here we taught them a lesson, howyeoa sell your home if you are
intelligent? | do not want to sell my piece of lamdKhartoum although my ownership is
fragile, how can | sell this land which keeps manifrhunger, when all of Sudan is suffering
from famin€® land which sheltered and fed me. The land is dikether human being for us.
It has provided me with security and foddwhat is it worth when it is submerged? Why
should | let my grandfathers’ graves be submergedi kall them once again? | would be

ashamed if my sons and grandsons asked me; whgurasld home been submerged and

50 In this case | have many time heard them repeating a Hadeith, what profit Mohammed said’ which

says “ the house which has date will never face hunger”

>1 There is a very famous Nubian song which says “the homeland (Irki) is a human and human is a land

then how can human sell himself”. The poet who wrote this song has been targeted by the government until he
left the country for Saudi Arabia. He became the most famous Nubian poet and singer through what he sings
about the Nubian marginalized situation, and calling Nubians to take action so not to lose their rights and keep
their home and identity. When he returned from Saudi Arabia he was welcomed and honoured by many
Nubians and their organisations as a guiding hero in their struggle, at a big welcome party in the Nubian Club in

Khartoum in a very symbolic ceremony. His returning was like victory announcement for Nubian resisters.
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what did you do about it at the time? Now | haverespect for the generations of Halfawiin
who witnessed the enforced migration and didn’ttdere before seeing the dam being built.
The land is the most precious thing to us. If yosel your brother you can have another one.
If you lose your mother, our homeland has nesthetdisands of orphans and has not let them
beg. They have lived even better than oth€/e are just arguing now, but if they put us in
the critical situation of the project being bullswear that I will kill and die before | see this
project being built. 1 will start killing the Nubmadam supporters before others. Because they
are misreporting us to the government; for exampleen our committee was in debt they
wrote to the government, saying that the committae many funding sources. They even
sometimes accused us of getting funds from Iscaghnizations. Our committee’s sources of

fund are only Nubians who are abroad and the \@hsigown shares.

Alternative Proposals of the Anti-dam Agents

| have told many dam resisters of the governmeguiraent that the Nubian homeland is not
contributing to the growth of national income. Ooné the ministers argued against

construction of the road from Dongola to Wadi Halfad asked: “Why should we construct a
road to those areas? To let them visit their n#s®” he means because of their lack of
participation in the national income the road is fifeancially viable. The resisters mentioned

how much tax their people abroad pay to the goveninThey added that if the government
started to encourage the metal mining and petrolexpforation and encouraged agriculture
and tourism in the area, their region would pgrate more than other parts of Sudan. Their
argument is that: the government is ignoring adlsth alternatives and imposing these two
dams in addition to Merowe which should have baeyugh for the electricity of the northern

state, because they want to erase Nubian civitisdtom the memory of the world.

Nubian activists offer very ambitious alternaBv They see that the Nubian basin in the
triangle of Wadi Halfa, Dongola and Ewainat is trdy opportunity for the development of
the area. This area has four million feddans ohé&le land and the water is at a depth of two

meters in some part of it. The Nubians wish to digctly with the international community

52 Here it is clear that he does not mean only the physical space when he said homeland, but that he was

also was referring to the whole socio-cultural settings.
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to realize this ambition. They carried out someligtsi for European trade to support and share

in this big agricultural scheme. They negotiatethwhe President of Libya to export their

agricultural produce through Libya to Europe.

Hassan,a university student and an active member in theidh Student Unity at Al-Neelain

University, commented on the infeasibility of thenat
The electricity is a byproduct of the dam projeat this project has another aims. The
Egyptian would smash these dams if they felt thait wvater was being taken away
from them. The government has not considered teenatives; for us, the dams are a
form of cultural genocide. Solar electricity gentng systems are cheap and clean,
but because they want to destroy Nubia they docoosider solar systems. When
electricity comes to us factories will come and gaung people will find jobs here
instead of going abroad. We have the best humaresad Sudan, our students were
the majority at the University of Khartoum befotast government targeted and
destroyed education here. It is we who taught atléhese. When the newspapers and
other media spread we were deprived. Only recathtlywe get television in our area
[.........]. The EU is going to support a solar energg@ier in North Africa that will
cover North Africa and go 1500 km inside EuropeisTheans that we can produce
more from solar systems. The government is coristguthese dams under foreign
pressure, particularly from Egypt. It has not pnetsal any feasibility studies to us yet.
There are contradictory declarations from here @hdre about how much area will
be submerged. Why do not they use the petroleutrawe here at the 4latitude?
Why have they still not explored it? They wantebugs out of this area and explore it

later.

No one has shown them, but the local resisteygtsat it will be Sahil Koka where they be
resettled. This area is not very far from the g#la. Some farmers tried to farm it and the
production was poor. On the basis of such findiigs,opposition argues that Sahil Koka is
not farmable. They also carried out some soil sgghand the farmers can distinguish between
good and infertile Lands. For that reason, theysayng this dam is not for agricultural
purposes. It is not feasible to submerge all thes avith its history, culture and land just for
the sake of 400 Mega Watts of electricity. Theyadly have a dam in their province that
produces 1250 Mega Watts. What all the northert plSudan from Dongola till Halfa
needs has been estimated by Nubian organizatidms 8 MW, of which 53 MW will cover

present needs and 35 MW would be available forréutadustry. They always point out that

-81-



the land is rich in metals, petroleum at latitudieahd iron, and they ask why the areas of
Mahas, Sikkoat Halfa deprived were from the eleityriwhich is being generated from

northern state?

Even if all of the 30 feddans of Sahil Koka &by fertile, they are not enough for all the
affected areas to be resettled there. The plaseers to be calculating the present population
of Mahas but their people who are abroad havehd t@ybe considered, because no one will
leave his land and property, and it is their righbe taken into account.

Ameer,is a member of the Nubian Language Society, consnemtthe state’s neglection of
archaeology which would be crucial for enhancirgéconomic progress of the area:

Egypt gets 8 million dollars a year through tounist its archaeological sites. If we
got only one million by encouraging tourism at @schaeological sites it would be
enough. But instead of developing tourism here takg our archaeological finds to
Khartoum’s museums. In that sense, all Khartoumennus are ours, what do other
Sudanese have to be presented in the museum? Theytdeven protect our
archaeological sites, many sites have been robbetl their artefacts are now in

British museums.

An agreement between Egypt and Sudan when théty the Aswan dam was to meet
northern Sudan needs for electricity. This agreemerusually referred to by locals as
showing that government was not serious about iorgnglectricity to their area. They ask
why government did not pursue this agreement.dy tieally want to develop us, why should
we be injured again and again for the sake of et#gt? The Nubians see that the
government is not allowing mining and petroleum pamies and other companies to work in
their area. If they did, it would expand their egory through the taxes they would pay for
the sites, the creation of job opportunities andding social services. This is regarded by the
Nubians as a good strategy to develop the areaadsif dams. Mahas union brought many
Nubian experts from several disciplines to studyrigion; the richness of the area has been

discussed repeatedly.

Since their clashes with government over the pregpodams, the Nubians have become
sensitive to the question of how their resources laging managed. The new political
discourse in Sudan since the Comprehensive Peaesemgnt (CPA), accompanied by global

messages about indigenous rights, has sensitieequibstion of resources management. In
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Mashakaila village, a company came and startedgtandthe mountains. Although this took
place relatively far from the village, the villageguickly gathered and asked the government
to stop the company. They saw that the companymaiagg for metals within their village
boundary without sharing with them. Such actionsiaot be happened if such a company

had arrived five years earlier.

One pro-dam argument is that the new areasbailprovided with good social services,
which locals lacking in the present situation. B local people are more concerned about

the productivity of the land.

Ibraheem,a retired man who worked in the Ministry of Agrittile and spent many years in
Saudi Arabia, acknowledge the difficulties of theoomic situation, but he sees that their
situation will be worse after the dam is built, atioes not do not even believe that their

income will be increased. He said:

The government realized its mistake and now gosg build a cement factory in
Koya village. This will create job opportunities fmany of our youth. This will bring
income and we do not need the government to preddel services if we have good
income, we can afford it. | can send my son to faxEniversity if have money, and
the best doctors will come to the area becauselliake financial sense for them to
be here. Providing social services is no use ifde@anot have good sources of income.
In Khartoum people die outside the hospitals, rextawuse of a lack of hospitals but
because they can not afford medicine. We usedaid® such services in our village
by our own efforts. We have never depended ondhergment. We even didn’t know

that what we were doing is the government's respoig.

Although it can be less harmful to them thamdconstruction, the presence of such
companies does not necessarily mean that the incdrttee families will be increased and
out-migration will decrease. The arrival of indigdization all over the world has often been
at the expense of the local populations. What shbalconsidered is how they can guarantee
their benefits when such companies come. The mersepce of such companies is not
enough to guarantee the economic progress of #z Hrcan even be more exploitative under
the corrupt governments which do not make reguiatior these companies because of the

elites’ interest in sharing the profit with them.
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Now there are many major Egyptian and Gulf mati@agricultural schemes in the Nubian
basin, but the local people have not seen any beradfthem: they have not created good
work opportunities. What is being done is that gbgernment has rented these lands to them
on 99- year leases, and they will farm them withlming troubled by many regulations. But
it does not seem that the Nubians will benefit frirase schemes. In an interview with the
government officer in northern state level | aska&th how the area can benefit from such
schemes and he totally denied that such projeetsuader way in the Nubian basin. He
argued it is only a resistance argument againsgtvernment. But the locals told me that
these schemes have started farming 80 km from viikEige. | have also interviewed people
who work as drivers with them and they describezl kind of activities that are going on
there. Some of the Egyptians even go to the vilaged their vehicles move around the
villages carrying heavy artesian pumps and suckpents. | could not go because it was far
in the middle of the Nubian “desert” and the drivdro | interviewed told me that they are
accompanied by Sudanese security service persarteeouldn’t let me go and see. So it
would be very risky to go there and observe, ingvvor take photos and my whole field-

work would be at risk.

The denial of the northern state government shah schemes exist at all is either because
the Northern state government itself does not kand has not been consulted, or they do not
want to reveal this. In any case, it is difficudt gee how the Nubians can benefit from such

schemes.

The opposition argued that if they agreed thasthdy should be done it would suggest to the
government that they agreed about the whole projéaty will not agree on a project about
which they know nothing. After the study they wilst come for the next steps to make their
calculations and start the actual construction.yTpperceive that the project is satisfying the

interests of the Sudanese ruling elite and the &ayyp.

The Dam is not for us

Historically, Nubian geopolitics on the bordeittwEgypt has played a crucial role in the
Nubians existence. Nubia was controlled and occupieEgyptians many times through its
history since the Christian and pre-Christian priddams W. 1965 & Haycock 196%
Morkot R. in Empire). In the relatively recent 1860n the case of the Aswan high dam
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construction the Egyptian government supported by Aboud regime in Khartoum
depopulated 500km of Nubian homelands along the.N8hortly, after the Halfawiin was
resettled, the Aboud regime was overthrown. Thiewshhow far Egypt can manipulate
Sudanese politics for its own interests (Abu Elga$067)

The Nubian activists have accused the governwieselling their land and other resources
to the Egyptians. There are promising larger ®itainds for agricultural development around
the Nubian lake and Sahil Argin which might représa Nubian strategic resource for
development. But it is also said that these nevdgned areas have been given to Egyptian
investors and peasaritsApart from such areas with new potential for agjtiore most of the
area at any distance from the Nile is just pooredesand. To local people this raises the
question of where the government is intending settée them. Nubian intellectuals see these
dam projects as targeting the Nubian people inraimevacuate them from their ancestral
lands and replace them with Egyptian peasants.Stltanese government has already sold
6.1 million feddans to Egyptian investors in ArgimWadi-Halfa. This area was originally
occupied by Nubians who were forced to leave easedan as a consequence of the Aswan
high dam construction in the middle of the lasttaen

Nubians thus claim that they are being replacediaps in the area around the lake in both
Egypt and Sudan and that they are being excluded the benefits of the lake. They see
these newly proposed dams in Kajbar and Dal asatigygethe same scenario as in the Wadi
Halfa resettlement. This is further strengthened mew agreement called the Four Freedom
Agreement between the governments of Sudan andtEgyyich gives the populations of
both nations the freedom of ownership, work, rastgéeand movement in the two countries.
But in view of the land shortage in Egypt therents land in Egypt to be invested in by
Sudanese. Therefore, according to some Nubian\ayseihe agreement is nothing more than
a formal permission for Egyptian expansion into apctupation of Northern Sudan.
According to this argument, five million Egyptiaregsants will be settled in the Nubian
homeland (Hashim 2006).

>3 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5T1h4mXAP5Q&feature=related
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Hashim (Ibid) argued that the construction & three proposed Dams (i.e. Kajbar, Dal and
Merowe) will remove the surplus of Sudan’s shareNite water (4 million cubic meters)
through evaporation. The question that Nubians ydwaise is: Why does Egypt not object
these dams? Although they stopped such schembs iH990sEgypt does not object to them

now.

Egypt accepted them because they prefer to theewater in Sudanese land near Egypt.
This is because of the falling capacity of the H@aAm because of silting. The Sudanese
government has also attracted Egyptians by givireglarge areas of farmable land in the
Nubian basin in the triangle of Halfa-Ewainat-Dolagon order to satisfy the ever-growing
Egyptian hunger for land for food production anttlement. Hashim (ibid) goes farther to
explain the Sudanese government's interest in detmgSome of the NCP figures were
involved in the attempt to assassinate the Egypgiesident in Addis Ababa, and the
Egyptians are playing this card to influence thed&wese government. The Sudanese
government depends a great deal on Egypt, as tlsé influential country in the region, to
solve its regional and international problems.dpended much on the Egyptian lowering of
its tensions with the international community dwe the South and Darfur civil wars.
Moreover, the majority of Sudan's political parteere established in Egypt. So Egypt
supports the Sudanese opposition political pasiben their relationships with the central
government get worse. This demonstrates the extewhich the Sudanese ruling elites are
submissive to Egypt. Halayib is a Sudanese towrumed by Egypt but the Sudanese
government is silent about it. However, it is nolyosubmissiveness which has led the central
government to accept Egyptian expansion into namtiidan. The Sudanese government is
also interested in counter balancing West Africagration to Sudan and the rising awareness
of pan Africanism which is threatening the forcéfmbization in Sudan. Because unlike for
West Africans the Sudan has lately become lesactitte for Arabs to come and settle in (cf.
Hashim 2008).

Although the government denies all these actrsgt many documents and newspapers
(mostly Egyptians) have leaked information to Nubéctivists®. The most repeated case
concerns the visits of former Sudanese defensesknAbd Elrahim Husain and Dr. Sadig

>4 To read farther and look for more documentaries in this Issue: See the series of articles written by

Muhammed Jalal Hashim the most anti-dam critical writer in Sudan.
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Amara. In their discussions with the Egyptian pobins they attracted them with almost de-
populated lands in northern Sudan. The defensestameven challenged them, saying that
Egypt can not solve its demographic and food problainless it expands southwards
(Hashim 2008%>

The interest of the Sudanese ruling elites ileattracting Arab investors, particularly to
agricultural schemes. The oil-rich Arab countriésoghave great expectations of Sudanese
agricultural development, to the extent that Sudsed to be called the “Arab breadbasket”
(Yohannes 2008). Egypt does not object to thesgeqts. Rather, it sees them as
strengthening “friendship” with Sudan, which is oofethe fundamental interests of Egypt
(Moussa 2007)n a recent policy paper presented to the NatiQualgress Party (NCP) there
is a direct call to attract Arab capital to devektye triangle between Dongola, Sinar and
Kordofan (Hamdi 2005). Referring to this paper, Mnbintellectuals argue that since the area
north of Dongola is outside of this triangle it caasily be given to an influential Arab

country like Egypf®

On this background, Nubians have begun to reingérreir whole economic predicament
and the lack of social cervices, which have intggitheir emigration, as a deliberate plan to

empty their homeland.

To summarise, this chapter is mainly conceméld an ethnographic description of those
Nubians in the Mahas area who will be affectedhgyKajbar dam. In paying close attention
to their living conditions, | have shown how theseonomic predicaments are being
articulated by the pro-dam agents to argue forfélasibility of the dam. | have highlighted
how the planners, government and all pro-dam ageaisulate the losses and gains from a
purely economic point of view, and in contrast, lidubians perceive their socio-cultural and
physical spaces as priceless and not compensahiesvd have tackled the meanings that
Nubians attach to their environment, history, idgnthe Nile, their palm trees, peacefulness
and way of life. It has been my interest as an raptblogist to show that an evaluation of

gains and loss is much too complex than to be estite purely economic calculations.

56 Nubian Conference: The Dams and Claimed Development (in Arabic), Khartoum, June 2007.
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In the last part of the chapter | have followemv local Nubians construct their images
about the resettlement areas from the historicpkeances their fellow Nubians in earlier
cases of resettlement, from the New Halfa expeeemd the more recent Merowe dam case.
The out come of this imaginative process is thengfrbelief among Nubians that the dam
project is actually targeting their existence iderto provide favors to the members of the
Sudanese government and also to Egyptians. Inetkiechapter | will discuss such findings in
greater detail and link this to the theoreticalcdssions and arguments | have raised in the

first chapter.
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Chapter Four

SEEING LIKE A STATE VS. SEEING LIKE ALOCAL
COMMUNITY.

The aim of this study was to understand the higblytested conflict-filled case of the Kajbar
dam project, such as the state-society interactiorthis project and its ramifications like
ethnic politics, state coercive usage of power ldolians mobilization of the ethnic forces to
face the state apparatus. | described how theatidavelopment is still profitable and profit-
oriented action, for the benefit of the nationdin elites and at the expense of the local
community. This is why the state bureaucracy isse#&g ignore the extra economic costs. |
discussed how this economics- driven rationalityoigs extra-economic values and treating
them as secondary and externals which should daded from the development calculations
(Mitchel 2002). Scott's (1998) perspective has agplained how the simplification of
knowledge and narrowing the vision to make paricuheasurements and calculations is
making high-modernism possible, controlling and ipalative. Local culture has been
excluded from developmental and economic consigerabecause it has been portrayed as
some sort of “pastness, since its keywords aret,halstoms and traditions. On the contrary,
the development has been represented as somethishg Wwith future through its keyword

plan, calculation and aspirations”(Appadurai 2083l

Depending on these theoretical perspectives, | pauged out that for the state, represented
by the DIU and the Northern State's governmentsitution of knowledge, discourses and
practices still carries simplification of the locahtural environment as a mere economic
resource, which should be economically planned ewdluated. On the other hand, |
demonstrated that the Nubians' perception of thed, the Nile and their socio-cultural and
fiscal spaces cannot be detached from economiculesitns. Consideration of this
comprehensive evaluation of the natural environnfeaet as a total, undividable from the
socio-cultural, economic and political history, geat and future of the Nubians) would
increase the cost of the project. However, the whotellectual, political and ideological
paradigm of the state-run development is basededuction of the costs. The focal point of
the Nubian struggle with the project is the staeaduation of the true cost of the Kajbar dam.
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The ethnographic investigation of Nubian living ddions in Mahas area has shown that they
are experiencing increasing economic difficultidany factors have participated in the
deterioration of their livelihood system and thé fa their agricultural production. | have
discussed the relative shortage of farmable latits,lowering of the Nile water level,
unexpected fluctuations in the level of the riveGreasing wage labour, new generations’
changing attitudes toward agriculture and the magh of emigration. All these are combined
with a high rate of commoditization of the goodsiaththey used to provide for themselves
heightening the demand for cash. This is the copteary economic dilemma that is
articulated by the pro-dam agents when they argué&vour of the project, through the
simplified calculations of purely material costsldrenefits sense.

Although the local dam resisters recognize thesmblpms, they perceive the situation
differently in their argument against the projethe anti-dam Nubians refuse the purely
economic rationality of the government, which ewdds their fiscal, historical and social
spaces in a purely economic perspective. They igighinany extra-economic values which
are being ignored, excluded or downplayed by tatest have drawn attention to the socio-
cultural values they give to their land and palees, the Nile and their present way of life.
Although the economic value of palm trees and lasndiminishing, they are still satisfying
socio-cultural needs. | thus discussed how theyearbedded in Nubian marriage, kinship,
social security, beliefs, connectedness to theagaland identity (a non-Nubian is someone
who does not posses land and palm trees). Theyappr the safety of the place, their full
control over their resources and the peaceful andrse life they are leading.

For the local community, estimates of the gains ksdes of the project went beyond the
evaluation of their present way of life. Percepsianf what their life will be like in the

resettlement area have a powerful influence onldals’ attitudes to the project. They
strongly believe that they will lose control ovleir resources, territory and their way of life,
and that generally speaking; the Nubian existenttdoe/threatened. The money they get will
not guarantee their wellbeing and does not comperfsa their deep-seated psychological
devastation, when the government takes them awmay the Nile and leaves them in the
middle of the desert. They will have to start a néefrom zero; they will be impoverished.

These are the negative images which the local pebale constructed about their future

resettlement.
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The image they have constructed about the resettierm based on how they have built up

their knowledge of it? This question highlights demplexity of local perceptions and their

attitudes of resistance. This is because these Ieee reshaped as a result of very complex
historical, socio-economic, political and intelleat factors that operate at many levels and
nurture their consciousness for resistance to tiogeq@t. The local communities are most

likely to be depicted as passive recipients of tment hegemony, and their sources of
power to challenge the “high modernist ideologyvéaebeen underestimated [e.g. (Scott
1998)].

Sources of the Nubian resistance

As | discussed in Chapter 1, writers who are @itaf development (Escobar 1995, Ferguson
1994, Barth 1997, Mitchell 2002) see that developneterventions are achievable through
an ideological definition of well-being and by affey its prescription. Escobar’s explanation
of how the discourses of development and problemattin of the local conditions have
facilitated the deployment of the development heg@®mnhas illuminated my research.
However, through careful study of state-local comityinteractions in Kajbar dam project; |
have realised that this hegemony is no longer gamgterruptedly. We have seen how the
governments’ discourses regarding the economicibidiis of the project have been
denounced by the local anti-dam people and thpiresentatives. This is why | have tried to
build up a general understanding of local critikabwledge and discourses through which
people are ‘undermining the dominant discourse asglmptions of the decision makers’
(Emery 1991: 289). Alongside this perspectivevehargued that the development discourses
are not only what powerful agents are articulatmgrder to facilitate uncritical acceptance
of the development interventions, but also th& tunter-discourse of all the critically

engaged agents are playing a significant rotbenreaction of the local people.

The sources from which the local community are troiesing their knowledge of, and
discourses about, the project, are the foundatidheoresistance that has been provoked by
the state's actions. | have described the compitetactions, perceptions surrounding the
project, paying particular attention to Nubian sémnce. From the Nubians' case | found that
these counter-tendencies that resist the actiotiseofjovernment and planners are supported
and fostered by multiple forces, critical discosrsnd knowledge, operating at different

levels that can be summarized in the following:
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First: The Nubians were among the first local communities have experienced
submergence and resettlement. Such projects hkee ace four times in their home land
in the mid-28' century. This is the history that is overwhelmingkesent in their collective
mind and that has been perpetuated through thegssgoetry and nostalgic stories. When
you ask them what their future will be like, thedb people are most likely to narrate this
Halfa experience of being scattered and impovetishe

Second: Their strong connectedness their homeland and their love of their physiaad
socio-cultural spaces and the peaceful, securéhiifethey lead.

Third: Their own recent experience of the state intereenin Kajbar dam. We have
followed the history of the intervention which rmads the level of the resistance mood
gradually by narrowing its space within the contefkstate power structure, in addition to the
recent Manaseer case in the Merowe dam resettlesmprtience. This demonstrated that the
local people have lost their faith in the stateaagevelopmental force, and suspicion of state
actions is rising.

Fourth: Unlike the counter-discourses, the discoursesevkldpment and their underlying
assumptions are no longer credible. The ideologigsoverty reduction, economic progress,
nationalism and scarification for the nation do watry conviction for the local Nubian
community, who are haunted by their past experierael other current factors. The most
influential anti-development discourses that infloe the Nubian movements are: their right
to participate, the value of their cultural hist@yd maintaining their homeland and identity,
the government's deliberate actions to dismande Hociety and that they are being targeted
by the project. This is what | call the “reproductiof critical knowledge”, which destabilizes
the forces of implementation. The embodiment of tritical knowledge greatly supports the
resistance on account of the lack of transparemcyd information they receive from the
state. Many Nubian intellectuals have helped tosafignate such knowledge by the

reproduction of their past experiences and thesotipolicies that threaten Nubian existence.

Fifth: The global trend to a participatory approach theounces the current practice of
excluding local communities from taking part in jeais that directly affect their wellbeing.
Recent decades have seen much global advocacy mbcdatization, decentralization,

transparency, accountability and considerationwhén and indigenous rights in economic

See this video: link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8B2ROrYKmM~&feature=related
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and political decision-making. All these changirigbgl neo-liberal paradigms have raised
Nubians' aspirations to participate and affect tan project which would turn their

community upside-down. As | argued earlier in cbagdt it should not be understood that the
neo-liberal participatory, right-based and emartopaaradigms are empowering the local
communities. | thus partially accept Tsing's (20pBjspective which gives the feeling that
the global forces of emancipation and empowermeave ithe same power as the global
imperial dominating schemes. My focus is on how Imukis advocacy (of neo-liberal

emancipator forces) has inspired the Nubian anti-dmovements, not the actual
empowerment that the Nubians receive. Below, | vgflect on the shortcomings of these

‘emancipator’ forces, which still need more critieaploration.

Sixth: The national political discourse, particularly aftthe Comprehensive Peace
Agreement between NCP and SPLM, has sent a clessage to other marginalized ethnic
groups, to the effect that the southerners worr tingihts because they led armed resistance
against the government. This is now believed tahseonly way for marginalized ethnic
groups to reclaim their rights. These beliefs hgagtially inspired the proliferation of
conflicts in Darfur and Eastern Sudan. Many Nulmaganizations, associations, committees
and political parties have been set up. The maiective of these entities has become
unification of the Nubians to protect their rigbtremain in their homelands and to guarantee
their rights in terms of wealth and power-sharing/hat | have argued is that there is a
redefinition of Nubian identity that is adoptinglppcal connotations which have not been the
case until recent decades. This aspect of the naéwaN identity has been further reinforced
by the regional dimensions and the Nubians' consaiess of their geopolitical situation (i.e.
their homeland location bordering Egypt). The maostical belief about the dam and the
state's actions is that the government is takimjy tland and giving it to the Egyptian and

allowing their historical enemies to expand intd accupy their territory.

The ideology of the ruling elite is believed to bew an ideology of the common that
justifies powerful actions through the incorporatiof its discourses. But as we discussed in
the previous chapter, the legitimacy of the statet®ns in the field of development cannot be
separated from the legitimacy of the ruling elited @¢he state itself. Thus, when Nubians
discuss Kajbar as a state-run project they alwafer to the corrupted government which
exploits national resources for its own intere$tgen the conflicting visions about the Kajbar

dam project have become more than merely a debhettetbe dam. The delegitimization
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process applied not only to the state actionsenddm projects, but will also deneutralize and
denormalize the hallmark of the previously takengmnted ideology, its paradigms and
discourses. | reflected how science, economicressy nationalism, religion, Arabization or
being united with Arabs, expert knowledge and otigpes of ideological content are being

questioned by the local community and their repregeves.

The role of the neo-liberal state under the foroeglobalization, proliferation of NGOs,

which sometimes goes anti-state, and the huge adyaf decentralization and participation;
all these facilitate and maintain ethnic revitdiiaa and local discontent with state policies
that do not meet their growing aspirations (Kapfe2804). The local community should

therefore be considered as a genuine contributdet@lopment policies and practices at all
stages. Regardless of the shortcomings of thecgeatory approach, it has heightened local
aspirations to take part in the decision makingisThas the source of my critique of

Appadurai's (2004) argument that raising the capadilocal aspirations should be the goal
of developmental. The ethnography of the Kajbar deas demonstrated that the point of
departure of the discontent of local people isrthspirations, which have not been satisfied
by the state. Nevertheless, even in the criticatdiure of the anthropology of development
the local counter tendencies against hegemonictipeacand their capacity to resist and

modify them, have not been seriously tackled

Dealing with development as macroeconomic growta aountry like Sudan is very difficult.
What is being called development, in the macroecoosense of the term, in most cases are
benefiting the ruling elite. The history of intent®ns in the Kajbar dam project has made it
clear how the local people supported the projeatrwih was still aiming to fulfil their own
direct needs for agricultural expansion, eleclyigtipply and repopulation of the area. The
aim of my study was to understand how differenkedt@lders evaluate the feasibility of the
dam and its future impact. In my field work, howeMerealized that this development project
has become a battleground between the developmeparaius and the “supposed
beneficiaries”. This brought the power relationshlgetween the forces of implementation
and resistance to my attention. Therefore | treedlitain a deeper understanding of the nature

of the power and resistance forces involved.

Why does the state not leave much space for th&aase within its context? Is it the nature

of the counter movements, which depend on inforchannels like ethnicity against formal
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one like the state, that enables the resistancetgpeutside the context of state power? Or it
is due to the nature of the state power and hasvekercised?

Power-Resistance for the Development Intervention

Given that the development discourse is no longeriocing, we are about to see growing
and spreading resistance and civil violence ag&diegemonic development intervention. The
question of whether the development is throughexyi@ enforced intervention is directly
related to how the state power is exercised. Stheedevelopment discourse has lost its
conviction, it is important to ask how the develamnproject is being implemented. | have
discussed the Foucauldian concept of governmepntalirough which he broadens the
concept of power. For Foucault (1991) power inctudsocial control through many
disciplinary institutions as well as forms of knedfje and discourses which are internalized
by individuals and guide the behaviour of the peoflhis is why many of those who are
inspired by Foucault (e.g. Scott 1998) have a teagléo underestimate the capacity of local
resistance to the development hegemony. | am se¢pibout the underlying assumption that
knowledge and discourses will definitely get inired and guide behaviour. What if they
do not? | have thoroughly discussed how classassumptions underlie development
hegemony such as progress in its materialistic esesfs macro-economic orientation,
rationality, the guidance of “objective” scientifimowledge and top-down interventions have
been criticized not only in the intellectual arebat also by local communities. Therefore it is
important to ask: What if the counter-knowledge alscourse are incorporated into and
guide resistance to this hegemony? What kindss$tance can we have in such cases? The
Foucauldian concept of governmentality has a beliébtalizing power that even ‘creates the
space for resistance within its context’ (NealoO&04). My point is that resistance does not

always operate within the context of power.

If more space is given to the resistance (througdpotiation, consent and participation) to
operate within the context of state power, more pofver will operate and the state and its
actions become more legitimate. Subsequently, dpugnt implementation will be more
widely accepted. In contrast, if the space for stesice is checked and prohibited from
operating within the power structure, then the powid be delegitimized, and in turn, hard

power is most likely to be used. The end resulthet the development apparatus and its
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actions will be completely rejected. Extreme resise which operates outside the context of
power will become visible. These are two extremmgspand we can find various levels and
combinations of power/resistance between themhénfallowing section | will analyze how
the Nubian resistance has gradually been arousegérate outside the context of the state

power, and has delegitimized it.

Nubian anti-dam resistance in its early phase wiftsirwthe structure of the state power. In
the following section | show how the Nubian resis& began to operate within the state
structure of power and how it gradually moved terape outside of this structure. How the
delegitimization of the state and its actions iasexl, and how that relates to the increasing

confinement of the space for resistance.

To briefly recall the ethnography of the historytioé state intervention in Kajbar dam, which
| presented in Chapter 2; the local resistors tteedhise their questions and worries with the
state. When the villagers showed their disagreertediubair their point was only that the
project would devastate their situation. Althoubbyt were given an arrogant reply by Zubair
“This is your fate....America could not scare us leha you.. they still recognised his
authority and established their committee becaesasked them to do so. The space left for
the local committee to act was very narrow. Theyewenly allowed to negotiate the
alternatives of the resettlement areas and thessssat of the value of their property. As far
as the government was concerned, Nubians shouldenaliowed to discuss the feasibility of
the project or possible alternatives.

However, the committee still tried to utilize tharrow space since they had been given the
opportunity to evaluate what the project would dbsim, so they were able to add the extra-
economic values of their properties to be includedhe compensation. When they raised
their estimates of losses and the compensation waeyed from the government, they got
another shocking feedback from the authoritlyis' is far-fetched... go and live where the
reservoir stop’s At this point the resisters realized that eviea harrow space left for them by
Zubair was not a real, genuine and honest spaceghrwhich they could make difference.
This is why the committee changed its name. Thealydraviously referred to themselves as
Northern State, Wadi Halfa Localitgnd then,Kajbar Dam Affected Peoples’ Committee.
After the resisters realized that the state waisicéag even that narrow space, they changed

the committee's name. It has become Kajbar Danmstesi Committee. If we closely study
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these two names we learn how much the resistanbeing pushed out of the state power

structure, and how the mutual delegitimizatiomisreasing.

Under the pretence of a participatory approachonak and global discourses, and in spite of
the critical knowledge Nubians had built up abdwe project, the government brought in its
machines and stated to work on the dam site. T¢ed leere even denied access to know what
is going on. The starting point of the resistarie time was one of absolute opposition. Even
so, the committee tried to contact the governorasietd him to explain what is going on and
take the responsibility of what the local peopld dd.>® The governor feedback was that the
head of the locality, PrefecMoatamad is the only person permitted to contact the gowver

So he made it clear that he did not recognizedbal committee and asked them not to repeat

such contact?.

When the Nubians protested, the state used hareérpgwlice, teargas, firearms, arrests,
torture and executions, and surrounded the villag#s police. They realized that the state
can even deny them the right to life if they wemy &urther. The resistors tried to report their
case against the state and the judge refused ¢oujakhe case; journalists prevented from
being present. Nubians activists and their actioenge thus been suppressed by the state's
coercive usage of hard power. At this point thestaace started to depend on forces such as
ethnicity in its extreme distrust with state, ciahd political movements, which do not
recognize the legitimacy of the state power andadsons. This is clear in many of the
confrontations between the government and loc#&toes. The government denied a voice in
the upstream villages, and as a result the Prestdernd not go to inaugurate the Wadi Halfa
road. On the walls of their houses one can reiegamernment statements such ldajbar is
Darfur 2, the dam will be built in over our dead bodies, we fee in the Nubian land, We
will protect Nubia and we are ready to offer owds. The person who died protecting his
land is martyr.The children threw stones on the government cliguting “no Kajbar dam”
This is the embodiment of resistance instead afriparation of the state discourses and its

legitimacy.

> See appendixes 1 and 2.

> See appendix 3.

€0 What this farmer is saying can summarize my whole discussion; see:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iW5mUtnryZk&feature=related
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After the events | described above, when peopleagthe governor in his visits to the
upstream villages, it is not to hear what he speaksven to show him their rejection; it is
mostly to prevent him from giving a speech. Closalgsis of this event that appears in a
video posted on youtuBereveals how much state and resisters delegitimgmd other and

operate in two separate domains. The ramificatwest even further than that; A Nubian
political party, the Kush Movement, appealed to idob to protect their land through

military actions against the state.

Of course this is not to say that Nubians residderaot recognize Sudan and will ask for self
determination to have their own state. But it i$ aifficult to envisage such situations, and it
is now widely expected that the Southern Sudanéiéeseaparate by their own state and that
Sudan will be broken into of several antagonisé@mhbouring States. This is the level which
the extreme resistance may reach after complapdgaceful resistance, protest marshes,
violence, civil war and disengagement from the estathat leads to the escalation of
resistance from one stage to the next is the $yesiglinking space left for the resistance to
operate within the state power structure. This esaise of the lack of democratization,
participation, transparency, accountability andedi@m of speech, and of other attractive
concepts of the neo-liberal era of globalizatiofi. these concepts, in one way or another,
mean, at least theoretically, wider spaces for rdmstance to operate within the power
structure, so that the legitimization of the stael its action would be possible and the soft

power could operate easily through the incorponatibpowerful discourses and ideology.

The most crucial question to be asked is how mpeltesis left for the resistance within the
power structure? In other words, how is state pdveemg exercised, particularly in the fields
of economic and development policy? | have absiththe idea of a consensual-forceful
continuum mainly from my own case study of stateiety interactions concerning the Kajbar
dam. But the nature of power and resistance and they operate elsewhere is highly
contextual. Thus the theorization of findings swdh mine needs wider comparisons of

different ethnographic cases over space and time.

*! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45QbnKbeSSU
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Conclusion

How can | conclude when the reality that | am ging is still in a state of flux?

The interactions between the state and the antifdalmans are still continuing. As we saw,
Kajbar dam is still going through a complex cordaéen of conflicting knowledge, ideology,
discourses, evaluations and the use of soft ardigp@wer. The forces of implementation and
resistance are still trying to realize their vasgouisions. Adopting the idea of power-
resistance interactions at different points alongoasensual-forceful continuum, | reflect

below on possible two extreme scenarios for thdempntation of the Kajbar dam.

First: thestate could continue to put the project into practorcefully, without local consent
and lacking serious, honest participation of lopabple and their representatives in the
decision-making process. The local Nubian counttioas will be suppressed by coercive
use of the state power. In such a case, even iribject is implemented, it will literally be a

bloody development.

Second:The state may recognize the Nubians' rights to gaga the whole process of the
planning, evaluations of cost and benefits, andnmextely the economic ones, of the project,
and guarantee serious local Nubian engagementimpribject through their representatives,
activists, organizations, committees, political tiga; intellectuals and other entities. These
negotiations need not only to consider a part @ phoject as negotiable or the whole
feasibility of the dam scheme but must go furtltemtlude the alternatives that Nubians are
raising, their visions and evaluations. Seriousluataons of the project costs and benefits,
including extra-economic values, may be considerBdfore that can happen, the state will
need to rebuild its legitimacy due to the cleaslo§faith in the state's actions as a result of
the historical and contemporary experience thaaviehmentioned above. Serious structural
reforms in the state power structure are needethatdocal resistance can be recognized and
wider spaces through which local people can makkffarence and be convinced by the
outcome. Then, after all this, if the dam projectsome other alternative developmental

scheme has been implemented, the outcome willdeasented development.

Whether the scenario will be a bloody developmena @onsensual one, or something in
between; it is important to appreciate the capaoitythe resisting forces to modify the
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development outcome. This is the main argument laatbeen considered throughout this
study. The argument is that in this era of glolaian it is not only the state’s capacity to

produce relevant and facilitating knowledge, ndsithe monopoly of coercive power which

shapes the outcome of the development projectsalsot the capacity of the alternative

counter forces to modify or resist government adiby the production and usage of critical
knowledge and mobilization of other forces to fdue hegemony.

When | started the argument with “in this era adlbgllization” 1 am not saying that global
forces of emancipation are empowering the localhoigh Nubian activists have taken their
case to the United Nations and to the human righitsmunity®” they have not received any
support in their struggle. We need to go beyonsl $imgle case and ask why the human-rights
forces of emancipation are not working properly.atVtve have seen in the Nubian case is
that human rights, participatory approaches andratko-liberal emancipator discourse only
exist to raise the aspiration level of local peoflhis is not to overlook the effect of such
aspiration-raising on local agents as a way of fiyodj development project outcomes. But
they are not taking serious action to empower Nubian their struggle with state-run

development projects.

Important questions also need to be further studveay are the so-called emancipator
paradigms of the globalizing world not making diéfiece for the local people who have been
and still are being deprived by development? Whatearn from the Nubian case is that the
conventional hegemony of developmental discoursed practices is leading to more

violence under the “etatization” process of theesta

Rajagopal (2003) has reflected interestingly on wvdeyelopment- and economic-related
violence is still invisible and overlooked in humaghts community. He argued that it is
partly because of the conviction, even among theeancipator’ forces, that it is right to turn
human beings into economic agents and the resplitystb realize these rights have been
assigned to the state. “A human rights discourdmaged on the creation of an apparatus of
modernity mainly through a process of ‘etatizatisihce the realization of rights is

predicated on the moral possibilities of the staied material possibilities of the

%2 See appendix 7.
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market.....The political economy of the human rigiscourse makes it less likely to be
neutral or impartial in countering the violencedefvelopment.” (Rajagopal, R. 2003: 231).

Arguably, it is the same etatization process of3bhdanese postcolonial state that has, at least
partially, led to the spread of civil war in theusio (due to the appropriation of petroleum and
other natural resources). And the Darfur crisis éssalated due to the expansion of highly
mechanized agricultural schemes which privatizezhllaesources in favour of the ruling
elites. Not only in Darfur and the South; this he tcause of the dispute and tensions in the
Eastern part of Sudan and the Blue Nile state {(®ale 2001). All these disputes, tensions
and patterns of violence have to some extent beealaed because of similar discourses

regarding the development and progress of thednali economy.

The proliferation of the discourses of emancipaticounter knowledge and ideology is not
enough to empower those who have been and stibeireg disadvantaged by development
projects. lIronically, it is leading to more destran through the escalation of tension,
disputes, violence and the spread of civil war id&. Are the human-rights and other
paradigms of emancipation yet other manipulativdstof imperial schemes to intervene and
exploit the spread of violence in the previous n@e once again? The anthropology of
development, | think, should critically revise imtational human rights and other legislation
in the light of their impact on local people, aned wnay ask: what are the underlying
assumptions of the previous exploitative colon@ati modernization and modern

globalization that are still shaping the forcegwfancipation themselves?
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Appendix - 7

To: Worldwide
The International Appeal to Rescue Nubia And to stop Building the Kajbar Dam

Halfa First! Kajbar Next!!
Nubia Drowns and Dies of Thirst!!!

Date: May 12, 2007

To:

¢ The United Nations Secretary General

* United Nations programs and Specialized Agencies:

* International Labor Organization (ILO)

* UN High Commission for Human Rights (UNHCHR)

* World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

* United Nations Economic Development Program (UNDP)
* United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
* United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

* United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

* World Tourism Organization (WTO)

* World Health Organization (WHO)

* United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
* United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

* International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

* The African Union (AU)

* The International Rivers Network

e The Arab League.

We, the signatories on the this appeal, individuals and organizations, call upon the United
Nations, its specialized agencies, governments of free nations, human rights organizations,
academicians, scholars, and the international community at large to heed to this urgent appeal
and rush to the rescue of Nubia from the eminent destruction and devastation by the proposed
Kajbar Dam at the Third Cataract on the River Nile which will inundate one of the most
precious and invaluable archaeological sites of the world. The international community is
urged to exert all possible pressures on the government of Sudan to stop building dams in the
Nubian lands without the consent of the Nubians and put an end to decades of intentional
marginalization, isolation, cultural and ethnic cleansing which has been practiced by the
consecutive governments of Sudan in collaboration with the Egyptian government against
Nubians, their culture and heritage. The Nubians have never recovered yet from the
devastation of the High Dam of Egypt to their lands and properties in early sixties of last
century.

The governments of Sudan and Egypt have Jjointly and intentionally implemented series of
destructive policies to dismantle the Nubian society and assimilate the indigenous people of
Nubia into Arabic culture through well organized programs of cultural cleansing,
acculturation and indoctrination. It is our believe that the international community has a legal
and moral obligation towards preserving and protecting the Nubians as one of the indigenous
people of the world, their heritage and culture from the excessive and intentional process of
Arabization and cultural cleansing.

Governments of Sudan and Egypt have signed the Four Freedoms Agreement (the freedom to
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move, live, work and own.) on April 5, 2004 and the officials of the two governments
expressed their desire to bring millions of Egyptian farmers to the Nubian lands of Argeen
without the knowledge and consent of Nubians. On the other hand the government of Sudan
has issued a presidential decree last year to confiscate the Nubian lands in Wadi Halfa
municipality.

Governments of Sudan and Egypt prohibit usage of the Nubian language in their educational
curricula and apply disguised and discriminatory measures to deny Nubians from holding
sensitive and key governmental positions unless they master Arabic language and get
affiliated with the ruling elites and culturally assimilated to the dominant Arabic culture as a
precondition for holding senior positions. The systematic depopulation of the Nubians from
their lands and gradual replacement of Nubians by non-Nubians is intended to destroy the
strongly knitted social fabric of Nubian society and disrupt the long lived harmony and
demographic homogeneity of the Nubians, one of the oldest indigenous and distinctive
cultural groups in Africa. Nubians as indigenous people are entitled to get international
protection according to the international laws protecting the indigenous people, their cultures
and heritage.

Last March, the Nubians saw the Sudanese government bringing Chinese workers and
equipments being brought to the site of Kajbar Dam and the Nubian organizations and
associations organized a big demonstration to protest the building of Kajbar Dam without
their consent. They expressed their opposition to the dam and demand immediate removal of
equipments from the site. The governor of the Northern Province promised the angry
protesters but he reneged and even began to put obstacles to the committees opposing the
Kajbar Dam. When the Nubians protested again, the security forces at the Kajbar Dam site
used tear gas and live ammunition to disperse the peaceful demonstration injuring several
people. During the last few weeks the state authorities deployed more security forces to the
site of the Dam and the governor announced that the government will conduct feasibility
studies only to decide whether to proceed in building the dam or stop it. The government is
trying to fool the people and continue building the dam and force the Nubians to accept the
dam as a reality and a status quo matter like what they did at Meroe Dam and to the people
affected by the dam.

We call upon the international community to:

« Take every necessary steps to move expediently to stop forthwith the building of Kajbar
Dam and any dam in the heartland of Nubia and extend every possible help Nubians are
entitled to, by the international laws to get their share in power and wealth as stipulated in the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed in Naivasha, Kenya between the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan People Liberation Army/Movement and the agreements signed in
Abuja and Asmara between the government of Sudan and the Darfur rebels and the East Front
rebels.

« Protect and enable the Indigenous people of Nubia to have the right and freedom to use their
ancestral lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned, and their right
to maintain, control, protect and develop their language, cultural heritage, traditional
knowledge and traditional cultural expressions

« Make sure that the Nubians who suffered from forcible relocations for the purpose of
building the High Dam of Aswan, the biggest man made dam in the history in their lands be
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compensated for their sufferings during the last four decades and that they shall not be
forcibly removed again from their lands or territories and that no relocation shall take place
without the free, prior and informed consent of the indigenous people of Nubia.

* Insure the right of the indigenous people of Nubia to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to
future generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems and
literatures.

* Enable the right of the indigenous people of Nubia to establish and control their educational
systems and institutions providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate
to their cultural methods of teaching and learning.

* Enable the Indigenous people of Nubia who are divided by international borders between
Sudan and Egypt, to maintain and develop contacts, relations and cooperation, including
activities for spiritual, cultural, political, economic and social purposes, with their own
members as well as other peoples across borders.

* Insure the right of the Indigenous people of Nubia to have free access to public media or
establish their own media in their own languages and to have access to all forms of non-
indigenous media without discrimination.

The Nubians, their organizations and association inside Sudan and around the world were
asked to organize demonstrations on May 21st, 2007 inside Sudan and in front of Sudanese
and Chinese embassies and UN offices worldwide to express their unequivocal opposition to
Kajbar Dam and any future plans to build dams in the Nubian lands and spread the word
through the international media to expose to the world the hidden war against Nubians and the
conspiracy to wipe out Nubia from the map of the world..

Nuraddin Abdulmannan

Secretary General

The Rescue Nubia and Kajbar Dam Resistance Committee — US chapter.
151 Danbury Street SW

Washington, DC 20032

Tel. (240)441-6993

Date: May 14, 2007

Sincerely,
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