
What	
  I	
  hope	
  is	
  that	
  with	
  this	
  announcement,	
  we're	
  underscoring	
  both	
  our	
  seriousness	
  in	
  
meeting	
  the	
  energy	
  challenge	
  and	
  our	
  willingness	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  this	
  challenge	
  not	
  as	
  a	
  partisan	
  
issue	
  but	
  as	
  a	
  matter	
  that's	
  far	
  more	
  important	
  than	
  politics	
  because	
  the	
  choices	
  we	
  make	
  will	
  
affect	
  not	
  just	
  the	
  next	
  generation	
  but	
  many	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
Yesterday	
  I	
  announced	
  loan	
  guarantees	
  to	
  break	
  ground	
  on	
  America's	
  first	
  new	
  nuclear	
  power	
  
plant	
  in	
  nearly	
  three	
  decades	
  -­‐???	
  a	
  plant	
  that	
  will	
  create	
  thousands	
  of	
  construction	
  jobs	
  and	
  
800	
  permanent	
  jobs	
  in	
  years	
  to	
  come.
A	
  story	
  in	
  the	
  paper	
  just	
  the	
  other	
  day	
  said	
  that	
  many	
  small	
  businesses	
  may	
  see	
  their	
  premiums	
  
rise	
  about	
  15	
  percent	
  over	
  the	
  coming	
  year	
  twice	
  the	
  rate	
  they	
  rose	
  last	
  year.
All	
  that	
  you've	
  achieved,	
  I	
  believe	
  that	
  the	
  CIA's	
  best	
  days	
  are	
  still	
  yet	
  to	
  come.
And	
  months	
  passed.
And	
  every	
  Nevadan	
  should	
  know	
  the	
  strength	
  and	
  the	
  character	
  of	
  a	
  man	
  that	
  I	
  hope	
  and	
  
expect	
  to	
  serve	
  in	
  Washington	
  for	
  many	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  for	
  those	
  of	
  us	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  in	
  public	
  life	
  before,	
  these	
  kinds	
  of	
  moments	
  come	
  around	
  
just	
  every	
  so	
  often.
And	
  frankly,	
  when	
  you're	
  trying	
  to	
  navigate	
  your	
  way	
  through	
  this	
  economy,	
  you	
  should	
  n't	
  feel	
  
like	
  you're	
  getting	
  ripped	
  off	
  by	
  "	
  any	
  time,	
  any	
  reason	
  "	
  rate	
  hikes,	
  and	
  payment	
  deadlines	
  that	
  
seem	
  to	
  move	
  around	
  every	
  month.
And	
  given	
  all	
  that	
  has	
  happened	
  in	
  your	
  two	
  decades	
  on	
  Earth,	
  just	
  imagine	
  what	
  you	
  can	
  create	
  
in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  am	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  continuing	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  great	
  work	
  that	
  you	
  guys	
  do	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  
come.
And	
  I	
  can	
  promise	
  you	
  that	
  more	
  help	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  way	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  hope	
  that	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  your	
  partner	
  in	
  trying	
  to	
  bring	
  about	
  that	
  unity	
  of	
  purpose	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  
to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  to	
  fulfill	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  both	
  parties	
  in	
  Congress	
  to	
  make	
  this	
  reform	
  a	
  reality	
  in	
  the	
  
months	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  not	
  a	
  day	
  goes	
  by	
  when	
  I	
  do	
  n't	
  think	
  about	
  those	
  efforts	
  of	
  yours.
And	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  not	
  a	
  single	
  day	
  goes	
  by	
  that	
  I	
  do	
  n't	
  think	
  about	
  the	
  obligation	
  that	
  
I	
  have	
  to	
  keep	
  that	
  promise	
  alive	
  for	
  every	
  single	
  American	
  and	
  every	
  single	
  Coloradoan.
And	
  I	
  will,	
  I	
  hope,	
  do	
  something	
  to	
  make	
  government	
  trustworthy	
  in	
  the	
  eyes	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  
people	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  and	
  weeks,	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I'm	
  absolutely	
  confident	
  that	
  if	
  we	
  keep	
  on	
  moving	
  forward,	
  if	
  we	
  refuse	
  to	
  turn	
  backwards,	
  
if	
  we're	
  willing	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  same	
  kind	
  of	
  fighting	
  spirit	
  as	
  Harry	
  Reid	
  has	
  shown	
  throughout	
  his	
  
career,	
  then	
  out	
  of	
  this	
  storm	
  brighter	
  days	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I'm	
  confident	
  that	
  if	
  we	
  continue	
  to	
  draw	
  strength	
  from	
  our	
  common	
  aspirations	
  and	
  
purpose	
  from	
  our	
  common	
  objectives,	
  if	
  we	
  continue	
  to	
  act,	
  as	
  we	
  have	
  during	
  this	
  visit,	
  in	
  a	
  
spirit	
  of	
  mutual	
  responsibility,	
  mutual	
  respect,	
  and	
  mutual	
  interest,	
  then	
  that	
  is	
  a	
  truth	
  that	
  we	
  
will	
  uphold	
  together	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I'm	
  going	
  to	
  keep	
  on	
  needing	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  Senate	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  I'm	
  very	
  much	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  developing	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  relationship	
  between	
  Mexico	
  and	
  
the	
  United	
  States	
  that	
  will	
  allow	
  all	
  the	
  children	
  here	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  children	
  in	
  both	
  countries	
  to	
  
thrive	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.



And	
  if	
  we	
  fail	
  to	
  act,	
  federal	
  spending	
  on	
  Medicaid	
  and	
  Medicare	
  will	
  grow	
  over	
  the	
  coming	
  
decades	
  by	
  an	
  amount	
  almost	
  equal	
  to	
  the	
  amount	
  our	
  government	
  currently	
  spends	
  on	
  our	
  
nation's	
  defense.
And	
  if	
  you're	
  willing	
  to	
  invest	
  in	
  our	
  future,	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  keep	
  on	
  moving	
  forward	
  for	
  years	
  
and	
  decades	
  to	
  come.
And	
  if	
  your	
  inland	
  waters	
  are	
  contaminated	
  if	
  the	
  bays	
  and	
  bayous	
  are	
  contaminated	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  
devastating,	
  changing	
  the	
  way	
  of	
  life	
  down	
  here	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come,	
  all	
  Americans	
  will	
  be	
  fortunate	
  to	
  have	
  his	
  service	
  as	
  our	
  United	
  
States	
  Ambassador	
  to	
  Ireland.
And	
  in	
  the	
  long	
  years	
  that	
  followed,	
  a	
  Navy	
  family	
  and	
  this	
  city	
  would	
  endure	
  the	
  heartache	
  of	
  
the	
  unknown.
And	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  proposal	
  whose	
  time	
  has	
  come.
And	
  it	
  is	
  paid	
  for,	
  and	
  it's	
  a	
  proposal	
  whose	
  time	
  has	
  come.
And	
  long	
  after	
  our	
  time	
  on	
  this	
  Earth	
  has	
  passed,	
  one	
  word	
  will	
  still	
  bring	
  forth	
  the	
  pride	
  and	
  
awe	
  of	
  men	
  and	
  women	
  who	
  will	
  never	
  meet	
  the	
  heroes	
  who	
  sit	
  before	
  us:	
  D-­‐Day.	
  	
  
And	
  make	
  no	
  mistake,	
  that	
  is	
  exactly	
  what	
  will	
  happen	
  if	
  we	
  allow	
  this	
  moment	
  to	
  pass	
  and	
  
that's	
  an	
  outcome	
  that	
  is	
  unacceptable	
  to	
  me	
  and	
  it's	
  unacceptable	
  to	
  you,	
  the	
  American	
  
people.
And	
  now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  move	
  forward,	
  not	
  back.	
  	
  
And	
  our	
  own	
  royalty,	
  somebody	
  who	
  we	
  have	
  become	
  so	
  extraordinarily	
  proud	
  of,	
  somebody	
  
who	
  I've	
  just	
  come	
  to	
  adore	
  and	
  who	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  make	
  us	
  proud	
  for	
  many,	
  many	
  years	
  to	
  come	
  
because	
  she	
  is	
  not	
  term	
  limited,	
  the	
  newest	
  justice	
  of	
  the	
  Supreme	
  Court,	
  Sonia	
  Sotomayor.
And	
  out	
  of	
  this	
  long	
  political	
  darkness	
  a	
  brighter	
  day	
  will	
  come.
And	
  over	
  the	
  decades	
  that	
  followed,	
  she	
  displayed	
  a	
  range	
  like	
  few	
  others	
  sometimes	
  the	
  
middle	
  ranges	
  as	
  a	
  mezzo	
  ;	
  sometimes	
  the	
  highs	
  of	
  a	
  soprano	
  ;	
  sometimes	
  both	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  
performance.
And	
  sadly,	
  it	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  true	
  in	
  unstable	
  regions	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.	
  	
  
And	
  rarely	
  has	
  a	
  day	
  gone	
  by	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  n't	
  heard	
  from	
  somebody	
  personally	
  whether	
  in	
  a	
  
letter,	
  or	
  an	
  email,	
  or	
  at	
  a	
  town	
  hall	
  who's	
  reminded	
  me	
  of	
  why	
  it	
  was	
  so	
  important	
  that	
  we	
  not	
  
give	
  up	
  ;	
  who	
  reminded	
  me	
  why	
  we	
  could	
  not	
  quit.
And	
  so	
  her	
  extraordinary	
  leadership	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  reasons	
  why	
  the	
  House	
  of	
  Representatives	
  has	
  
consistently	
  set	
  the	
  bar	
  on	
  a	
  whole	
  host	
  of	
  issues	
  that	
  and	
  legislative	
  accomplishments	
  that	
  
we've	
  seen	
  this	
  year	
  this	
  past	
  year,	
  and	
  that	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  this	
  year	
  coming	
  up.
And	
  so	
  if	
  you	
  will	
  stand	
  with	
  me,	
  and	
  if	
  you	
  will	
  stand	
  with	
  all	
  these	
  outstanding	
  candidates	
  in	
  
the	
  weeks	
  to	
  come,	
  I	
  promise	
  you,	
  we	
  will	
  work	
  as	
  hard	
  as	
  we	
  have	
  ever	
  worked	
  for	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  it	
  
takes	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  America	
  that	
  our	
  children	
  and	
  our	
  grandchildren	
  deserve.
And	
  that	
  obviously	
  is	
  in	
  striking	
  contrast	
  to	
  the	
  Falcon	
  9	
  rocket	
  we	
  just	
  saw	
  on	
  the	
  launch	
  pad,	
  
which	
  will	
  be	
  tested	
  for	
  the	
  very	
  first	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks.
And	
  that	
  will	
  create	
  thousands	
  of	
  jobs	
  across	
  the	
  country	
  thousands	
  of	
  jobs	
  across	
  the	
  country,	
  
not	
  just	
  this	
  year,	
  not	
  just	
  next	
  year,	
  but	
  for	
  decades	
  to	
  come.
And	
  that's	
  incredibly	
  important,	
  because	
  for	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  you,	
  the	
  day	
  will	
  come	
  -­‐???	
  and	
  
it	
  will	
  probably	
  sooner	
  than	
  you	
  like	
  ???-­‐	
  when	
  you	
  wo	
  n't	
  be	
  known	
  primarily	
  as	
  a	
  hockey	
  
player	
  or	
  a	
  tennis	
  player	
  or	
  a	
  baseball	
  player	
  anymore.
And	
  that's	
  what,	
  at	
  root,	
  will	
  lead	
  to	
  greater	
  opportunities	
  and	
  brighter	
  horizons	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  
generation	
  and	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
And	
  the	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  aggressively	
  accelerate	
  that	
  transition.



And	
  the	
  choices	
  that	
  we	
  make	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years	
  will	
  determine	
  whether	
  the	
  future	
  will	
  be	
  
shaped	
  by	
  fear	
  or	
  by	
  freedom	
  ;	
  by	
  poverty	
  or	
  by	
  prosperity	
  ;	
  by	
  strife	
  or	
  by	
  a	
  just,	
  secure	
  and	
  
lasting	
  peace.
And	
  their	
  ideas	
  will	
  help	
  us	
  form	
  a	
  21st	
  century	
  strategy	
  for	
  America's	
  great	
  outdoors	
  to	
  better	
  
protect	
  our	
  natural	
  landscape	
  and	
  our	
  history	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
And	
  they	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  actions	
  we	
  honor	
  today	
  were	
  not	
  a	
  passing	
  moment	
  of	
  courage.
And	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  country	
  that	
  will	
  lead	
  and	
  prosper	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
And	
  this	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  broader	
  health	
  reform,	
  about	
  which	
  I'll	
  have	
  more	
  to	
  say	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  days,	
  
which	
  will	
  both	
  cut	
  costs	
  and	
  improve	
  care.
And	
  this	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  I	
  expect	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  Congress	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  
to	
  come.
And	
  this	
  legislation	
  is	
  long	
  overdue,	
  and	
  it's	
  been	
  a	
  long	
  time	
  coming.
And	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  digging	
  ourselves	
  out	
  from	
  that	
  destructive	
  force	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  thinking	
  about	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  family	
  each	
  and	
  every	
  day	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  
months.
And	
  we	
  plan	
  to	
  continue	
  this	
  conversation	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  months,	
  holding	
  forums	
  and	
  
roundtables	
  in	
  communities	
  across	
  the	
  country,	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  seek	
  out	
  more	
  good	
  ideas	
  and	
  best	
  
practices	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  adopt	
  and	
  promote.
And	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  lasting	
  partnership	
  founded	
  upon	
  mutual	
  interests	
  and	
  mutual	
  respect,	
  
and	
  I'm	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  returning	
  to	
  Afghanistan	
  many	
  times	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  we'll	
  put	
  the	
  entire	
  Pell	
  Grant	
  program	
  on	
  firmer	
  footing	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.
And	
  we're	
  also	
  making	
  loan	
  repayments	
  more	
  manageable	
  for	
  over	
  1	
  million	
  more	
  students	
  in	
  
the	
  coming	
  years,	
  so	
  students	
  at	
  UT-­‐Austin,	
  and	
  across	
  this	
  country,	
  don't	
  graduate	
  with	
  
massive	
  loan	
  payments	
  each	
  month.	
  	
  
And	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  Barbara	
  Boxer	
  is	
  in	
  office	
  for	
  an	
  awful	
  long	
  time	
  to	
  come,	
  
whether	
  Stu	
  likes	
  it	
  or	
  not.	
  	
  
And	
  when	
  the	
  moment	
  came,	
  they	
  did	
  what	
  they	
  were	
  trained	
  to	
  do.
And	
  while	
  the	
  decades	
  that	
  followed	
  were	
  not	
  without	
  their	
  challenges,	
  the	
  spirit	
  of	
  that	
  first	
  
visit	
  is	
  with	
  us	
  today	
  the	
  same	
  sense	
  of	
  possibility,	
  the	
  same	
  hope	
  for	
  the	
  future.	
  	
  
And,	
  by	
  the	
  way,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  changes	
  that	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  and	
  I'm	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  talking	
  about	
  
this	
  in	
  weeks	
  to	
  come	
  is	
  once	
  again	
  seeing	
  our	
  best	
  and	
  our	
  brightest	
  commit	
  themselves	
  to	
  
making	
  things	
  engineers,	
  scientists,	
  innovators.	
  	
  
And,	
  Pittsburgh,	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  know,	
  the	
  votes	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  there	
  right	
  now,	
  but	
  I	
  intend	
  to	
  find	
  
them	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  months.
And,	
  when	
  the	
  time	
  comes,	
  to	
  pass	
  that	
  sense	
  of	
  an	
  education's	
  value	
  down	
  to	
  your	
  children,	
  a	
  
sense	
  of	
  personal	
  responsibility	
  and	
  self-­‐respect.
As	
  November	
  approaches,	
  leaders	
  in	
  the	
  other	
  party	
  will	
  campaign	
  furiously	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  
economic	
  arguments	
  they've	
  been	
  making	
  for	
  decades.	
  	
  
Because	
  not	
  only	
  would	
  this	
  spur	
  hiring	
  by	
  businesses	
  it	
  would	
  create	
  jobs	
  in	
  sectors	
  with	
  
incredible	
  potential	
  to	
  propel	
  our	
  economy	
  for	
  years,	
  for	
  decades	
  to	
  come.	
  	
  
Because	
  of	
  recent	
  progress:	
  not	
  just	
  in	
  biology,	
  genetics	
  and	
  medicine,	
  but	
  also	
  in	
  physics,	
  
chemistry,	
  computer	
  science,	
  and	
  engineering:	
  we	
  have	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  make	
  enormous	
  
progress	
  against	
  diseases	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  decades.	
  	
  
Building	
  on	
  the	
  tax	
  cuts	
  in	
  the	
  Recovery	
  Act,	
  we're	
  proposing	
  a	
  complete	
  elimination	
  of	
  capital	
  
gains	
  taxes	
  on	
  small	
  business	
  investment	
  along	
  with	
  an	
  extension	
  of	
  write-­‐offs	
  to	
  encourage	
  
small	
  businesses	
  to	
  expand	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  year.



But	
  a	
  new	
  year	
  has	
  come.
But	
  by	
  taking	
  these	
  steps	
  we'll	
  help	
  foster	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  broadly	
  shared	
  growth	
  that	
  will	
  serve	
  us	
  in	
  
the	
  years	
  and	
  the	
  decades	
  to	
  come.
But	
  each	
  day	
  went	
  by	
  without	
  any	
  orders	
  to	
  halt	
  construction	
  so	
  they	
  kept	
  on	
  working	
  and	
  they	
  
kept	
  on	
  building.
But	
  even	
  as	
  we've	
  worked	
  to	
  end	
  this	
  immediate	
  crisis,	
  we've	
  also	
  taken	
  some	
  historic	
  measures	
  
to	
  build	
  a	
  new	
  foundation	
  for	
  growth	
  and	
  prosperity	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  secure	
  our	
  economic	
  future	
  
for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
But	
  even	
  as	
  we've	
  worked	
  to	
  end	
  this	
  immediate	
  crisis,	
  we've	
  also	
  taken	
  some	
  historic	
  measures	
  
to	
  build	
  a	
  new	
  foundation	
  for	
  growth	
  and	
  prosperity	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  secure	
  our	
  economic	
  future	
  
for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
But	
  even	
  more,	
  I	
  am	
  proud	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  India,	
  and	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  the	
  history	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  make	
  
together	
  ???-­‐	
  progress	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  treasured	
  not	
  just	
  by	
  this	
  generation	
  but	
  by	
  generations	
  to	
  
come.
But	
  few	
  told	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  the	
  days	
  that	
  followed.
But	
  I	
  can	
  feel	
  spring	
  coming.	
  	
  
But	
  if	
  we	
  move	
  forward	
  with	
  purpose	
  and	
  resolve	
  with	
  a	
  deepened	
  appreciation	
  of	
  how	
  
fundamental	
  the	
  American	
  Dream	
  is	
  and	
  how	
  fragile	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  when	
  we	
  fail	
  to	
  live	
  up	
  to	
  our	
  
collective	
  responsibilities,	
  if	
  we	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  our	
  roots,	
  our	
  core	
  values,	
  I	
  am	
  absolutely	
  confident	
  
we	
  will	
  overcome	
  this	
  crisis	
  and	
  once	
  again	
  secure	
  that	
  dream	
  not	
  just	
  for	
  ourselves	
  but	
  for	
  
generations	
  to	
  come.
But	
  in	
  the	
  words	
  of	
  Scripture,	
  the	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  set	
  aside	
  childish	
  things.
But	
  more	
  than	
  anything,	
  it	
  will	
  take	
  a	
  willingness	
  to	
  look	
  past	
  our	
  differences,	
  to	
  act	
  in	
  good	
  
faith,	
  to	
  refuse	
  to	
  continue	
  the	
  failures	
  of	
  the	
  past,	
  and	
  to	
  take	
  on	
  this	
  challenge	
  together	
  for	
  
the	
  benefit	
  not	
  just	
  of	
  this	
  generation,	
  but	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
But	
  our	
  time	
  of	
  standing	
  pat,	
  of	
  protecting	
  narrow	
  interests	
  and	
  putting	
  off	
  unpleasant	
  
decisions	
  that	
  time	
  has	
  surely	
  passed.
But	
  the	
  cause	
  endured	
  and	
  the	
  struggle	
  continued,	
  waged	
  by	
  the	
  family	
  of	
  Matthew	
  Shepard,	
  by	
  
the	
  family	
  of	
  James	
  Byrd,	
  by	
  folks	
  who	
  held	
  vigils	
  and	
  led	
  marches,	
  by	
  those	
  who	
  rallied	
  and	
  
organized	
  and	
  refused	
  to	
  give	
  up,	
  by	
  the	
  late	
  Senator	
  Ted	
  Kennedy	
  who	
  fought	
  so	
  hard	
  for	
  this	
  
legislation	
  and	
  all	
  who	
  toiled	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  reach	
  this	
  day.	
  	
  
But	
  that	
  also	
  means	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  an	
  expertise	
  in	
  a	
  sector	
  that's	
  just	
  going	
  to	
  keep	
  on	
  
growing	
  all	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.
But	
  we	
  also	
  know	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  decades,	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  diploma	
  is	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  enough.
But	
  we	
  also	
  know	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years,	
  jobs	
  requiring	
  at	
  least	
  an	
  associate's	
  degree	
  are	
  
projected	
  to	
  grow	
  twice	
  as	
  fast	
  as	
  jobs	
  requiring	
  no	
  college	
  experience.
But	
  we	
  have	
  built	
  into	
  law	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  measures	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come,	
  health	
  care	
  inflation,	
  
which	
  has	
  been	
  rising	
  about	
  three	
  times	
  as	
  fast	
  as	
  people's	
  wages,	
  is	
  finally	
  going	
  to	
  start	
  
slowing	
  down.
But	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years,	
  jobs	
  requiring	
  at	
  least	
  an	
  associate	
  degree	
  are	
  projected	
  
to	
  grow	
  twice	
  as	
  fast	
  as	
  jobs	
  requiring	
  no	
  college	
  experience.
By	
  cutting	
  out	
  the	
  middleman,	
  we'll	
  save	
  American	
  taxpayers	
  $	
  68	
  billion	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years	
  $	
  
68	
  billion.



By	
  insisting	
  that	
  the	
  reforms	
  that	
  we're	
  introducing	
  are	
  deficit-­‐neutral	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  decade,	
  
and	
  by	
  making	
  the	
  reforms	
  that	
  will	
  help	
  slow	
  the	
  growth	
  rate	
  of	
  health	
  care	
  costs	
  over	
  the	
  
coming	
  decades	
  bending	
  the	
  curve	
  we	
  can	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  faster	
  economic	
  growth,	
  higher	
  living	
  
standards,	
  and	
  falling,	
  instead	
  of	
  rising,	
  budget	
  deficits.
Congress	
  and	
  the	
  previous	
  administration	
  took	
  difficult	
  but	
  necessary	
  action	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  and	
  
months	
  that	
  followed.
Every	
  once	
  in	
  a	
  while,	
  every	
  once	
  in	
  a	
  while	
  a	
  moment	
  comes	
  where	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  
vindicate	
  all	
  those	
  best	
  hopes	
  that	
  you	
  had	
  about	
  yourself,	
  about	
  this	
  country,	
  where	
  you	
  have	
  
a	
  chance	
  to	
  make	
  good	
  on	
  those	
  promises	
  that	
  you	
  made	
  in	
  all	
  those	
  town	
  meetings	
  and	
  all	
  
those	
  constituency	
  breakfasts	
  and	
  all	
  that	
  traveling	
  through	
  the	
  district,	
  all	
  those	
  people	
  who	
  
you	
  looked	
  in	
  the	
  eye	
  and	
  you	
  said,	
  you	
  know	
  what,	
  you're	
  right,	
  the	
  system	
  is	
  not	
  working	
  for	
  
you	
  and	
  I'm	
  going	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  a	
  little	
  bit	
  better.	
  	
  
Finally,	
  I've	
  asked	
  Tim	
  Geithner	
  and	
  Karen	
  Mills	
  to	
  convene	
  a	
  conference	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks	
  
that	
  will	
  bring	
  together	
  regulators,	
  congressional	
  leaders,	
  lenders	
  and	
  small	
  businesses	
  to	
  
determine	
  what	
  additional	
  steps	
  we	
  can	
  take	
  to	
  get	
  credit	
  flowing	
  to	
  small	
  businesses	
  that	
  want	
  
to	
  expand	
  and	
  create	
  more	
  jobs.
He	
  invited	
  them	
  sailing,	
  played	
  with	
  their	
  children,	
  and	
  would	
  write	
  each	
  family	
  a	
  letter	
  
whenever	
  the	
  anniversary	
  of	
  that	
  terrible	
  day	
  came	
  along.
He	
  told	
  me	
  he'd	
  joined	
  the	
  Marines	
  and	
  was	
  heading	
  to	
  Iraq	
  the	
  following	
  week.
I	
  actually	
  think	
  that	
  we	
  could	
  get	
  all	
  those	
  folks	
  together,	
  and	
  we	
  could	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  solution	
  
that	
  would	
  ensure	
  stability	
  of	
  the	
  Social	
  Security	
  system	
  for	
  a	
  long,	
  long	
  time	
  to	
  come.
I	
  also	
  know	
  this	
  :	
  We	
  ca	
  n't	
  let	
  this	
  moment	
  pass	
  us	
  by.
I	
  am	
  absolutely	
  confident	
  that	
  if	
  I've	
  got	
  your	
  help,	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  it	
  happen,	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  
going	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  stronger,	
  more	
  prosperous	
  Michigan	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
I	
  have	
  carried	
  this	
  message	
  from	
  London	
  to	
  Ankara	
  ;	
  from	
  Port	
  of	
  Spain	
  to	
  Moscow	
  ;	
  from	
  Accra	
  
to	
  Cairo	
  ;	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  what	
  I	
  will	
  speak	
  about	
  today	
  because	
  the	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  for	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  
move	
  in	
  a	
  new	
  direction.
I	
  have	
  the	
  fullest	
  confidence	
  that	
  if	
  we	
  think	
  boldly	
  and	
  we	
  act	
  quickly	
  and	
  fully	
  devote	
  
ourselves	
  to	
  the	
  work	
  at	
  hand,	
  then	
  out	
  of	
  this	
  ordeal	
  will	
  come	
  a	
  better	
  day	
  and	
  a	
  brighter	
  
future	
  for	
  our	
  children	
  and	
  our	
  grandchildren.
I	
  hope	
  the	
  Senate	
  acts	
  in	
  a	
  bipartisan	
  fashion,	
  as	
  it	
  has	
  in	
  confirming	
  Judge	
  Sotomayor	
  twice	
  
before,	
  and	
  as	
  swiftly	
  as	
  possible	
  so	
  that	
  she	
  can	
  take	
  her	
  seat	
  on	
  the	
  Court	
  in	
  September	
  and	
  
participate	
  in	
  deliberations	
  as	
  the	
  Court	
  chooses	
  which	
  cases	
  it	
  will	
  hear	
  this	
  coming	
  year.
I	
  hope	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  prelude	
  to	
  further	
  cooperation	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  and	
  months	
  to	
  come,	
  as	
  we	
  continue	
  
to	
  work	
  on	
  digging	
  our	
  way	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  recession	
  and	
  rebuilding	
  our	
  economy	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  
works	
  for	
  all	
  Americans	
  and	
  not	
  just	
  some	
  Americans.
I	
  know	
  that	
  every	
  day	
  that	
  passes	
  without	
  a	
  resolution	
  is	
  a	
  deep	
  disappointment	
  to	
  those	
  men	
  
and	
  women	
  who	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  discharged	
  under	
  this	
  policy	
  patriots	
  who	
  often	
  possess	
  critical	
  
language	
  skills	
  and	
  years	
  of	
  training	
  and	
  who've	
  served	
  this	
  country	
  well.
I	
  know	
  this	
  nation	
  has	
  been	
  through	
  incredibly	
  difficult	
  times.
I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  her	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
I	
  promised	
  Judy	
  Shepard,	
  when	
  she	
  saw	
  me	
  in	
  the	
  Oval	
  Office,	
  that	
  this	
  day	
  would	
  come,	
  and	
  
I'm	
  glad	
  that	
  she	
  and	
  her	
  husband	
  Dennis	
  could	
  join	
  us	
  for	
  this	
  event.
I'll	
  bet	
  they	
  had	
  the	
  same	
  feelings	
  that	
  you	
  do	
  you're	
  a	
  little	
  sad	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  summer	
  go,	
  but	
  
you're	
  also	
  excited	
  about	
  the	
  possibilities	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  year.



I'm	
  committed	
  to	
  these	
  efforts,	
  and	
  I	
  pledge	
  to	
  work	
  tirelessly	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  these	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  
months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.
I'm	
  confident	
  that	
  American	
  soccer	
  will	
  remain	
  something	
  to	
  be	
  excited	
  about	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  
come.
I'm	
  just	
  looking	
  for	
  eight	
  or	
  10	
  of	
  you	
  you	
  know	
  ?	
  I	
  mean,	
  the	
  day	
  has	
  passed	
  when	
  I	
  expected	
  
this	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  full	
  partnership.
I'm	
  here	
  today	
  because	
  I'm	
  going	
  to	
  need	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  to	
  redouble	
  your	
  efforts	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  to	
  
come	
  to	
  fight	
  for	
  Arlen,	
  because	
  he's	
  fighting	
  for	
  you	
  and	
  he's	
  fighting	
  for	
  what's	
  right.	
  	
  
I'm	
  proposing	
  we	
  start	
  developing	
  right	
  now	
  a	
  new	
  and	
  higher	
  standard	
  to	
  take	
  effect	
  beginning	
  
2017,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  more	
  and	
  more	
  progress	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
In	
  the	
  days	
  that	
  followed,	
  the	
  physician	
  Little	
  Havana	
  knows	
  as	
  Dr.
In	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  that	
  followed,	
  he	
  battled	
  to	
  recover	
  from	
  traumatic	
  brain	
  injury.
In	
  the	
  years	
  that	
  followed,	
  New	
  Orleans	
  could	
  have	
  remained	
  a	
  symbol	
  of	
  destruction	
  and	
  decay	
  
;	
  of	
  a	
  storm	
  that	
  came	
  and	
  the	
  inadequate	
  response	
  that	
  followed.
In	
  the	
  years	
  that	
  have	
  followed,	
  the	
  space	
  race	
  inspired	
  a	
  generation	
  of	
  scientists	
  and	
  
innovators,	
  including,	
  I'm	
  sure,	
  many	
  of	
  you.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  days	
  and	
  weeks	
  we'll	
  be	
  convening	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  meetings	
  with	
  senior	
  
administration	
  officials	
  here	
  at	
  the	
  White	
  House	
  to	
  further	
  explore	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  issues	
  that	
  
were	
  raised	
  today	
  and	
  to	
  bring	
  more	
  voices	
  into	
  the	
  conversation.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  days	
  and	
  weeks,	
  I'll	
  be	
  launching	
  other	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  plan.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  rolling	
  out	
  a	
  new	
  online	
  database,	
  which	
  Claire	
  McCaskill	
  
proposed	
  and	
  helped	
  pass	
  into	
  law.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks,	
  states	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  compete	
  for	
  what	
  we're	
  calling	
  a	
  Race	
  to	
  the	
  Top	
  
award.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks,	
  we're	
  also	
  going	
  to	
  appoint	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  nation's	
  best	
  managers	
  and	
  public	
  
officials	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  Vice	
  President	
  on	
  this	
  effort.
In	
  the	
  coming	
  years	
  and	
  decades,	
  this	
  miracle	
  would	
  spread	
  throughout	
  the	
  region,	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  
single	
  generation	
  the	
  lives	
  and	
  fortunes	
  of	
  millions	
  were	
  forever	
  changed	
  for	
  the	
  better.
It	
  is	
  with	
  that	
  vision	
  of	
  a	
  brighter	
  future	
  for	
  this	
  city	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  country	
  that	
  we	
  begin	
  this	
  
project,	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  seeing	
  all	
  that	
  you	
  achieve	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  and	
  months	
  to	
  
come.
It	
  happens	
  because	
  the	
  American	
  people	
  decide	
  it's	
  time	
  to	
  move	
  forward:	
  because	
  you	
  decide	
  
it's	
  time	
  for	
  change:	
  because	
  you're	
  willing	
  to	
  face	
  the	
  future	
  without	
  fear.	
  	
  
It	
  was	
  for	
  them,	
  as	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  us,	
  difficult,	
  in	
  the	
  dead	
  of	
  winter,	
  to	
  sometimes	
  see	
  spring	
  coming.
It's	
  a	
  plant	
  that	
  will	
  create	
  thousands	
  of	
  construction	
  jobs	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  few	
  years,	
  and	
  some	
  800	
  
permanent	
  jobs	
  well-­‐paying	
  permanent	
  jobs	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
It's	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  Kathleen's	
  job	
  and	
  Nancy's	
  job	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  extraordinary	
  leaders,	
  like	
  the	
  ones	
  
on	
  this	
  stage,	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  we	
  finally	
  deliver	
  health	
  care	
  reform	
  that	
  will	
  save	
  our	
  federal	
  
budget	
  and	
  help	
  American	
  families	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
It's	
  that	
  we're	
  putting	
  Americans	
  to	
  work	
  doing	
  the	
  work	
  that	
  America	
  needs	
  done	
  ???-­‐	
  in	
  
critical	
  areas	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  neglected	
  for	
  too	
  long	
  ;	
  work	
  that	
  will	
  bring	
  real	
  and	
  lasting	
  change	
  
for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.



It's	
  why	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  folks	
  in	
  this	
  room	
  fought	
  so	
  hard	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  Recovery	
  Act	
  included	
  
unprecedented	
  investments	
  ???-­‐	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  $	
  2	
  billion	
  ???-­‐	
  to	
  upgrade	
  and	
  expand	
  our	
  health	
  
centers	
  ???-­‐	
  investments	
  that	
  embody	
  the	
  act's	
  core	
  mission	
  :	
  to	
  help	
  folks	
  hardest	
  hit	
  by	
  this	
  
recession,	
  to	
  put	
  people	
  back	
  to	
  work,	
  and	
  to	
  leave	
  a	
  legacy	
  of	
  improvements	
  that	
  will	
  continue	
  
to	
  lift	
  up	
  communities	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
Long	
  gone	
  are	
  the	
  days	
  when	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  diploma	
  could	
  guarantee	
  a	
  job	
  at	
  a	
  local	
  factory	
  not	
  
when	
  so	
  many	
  of	
  those	
  factories	
  had	
  moved	
  overseas.
May	
  we	
  all	
  find	
  comfort	
  in	
  a	
  verse	
  of	
  Scripture	
  that	
  reminds	
  me	
  of	
  our	
  dear	
  friend	
  :	
  ???The	
  time	
  
of	
  my	
  departure	
  has	
  come.
More	
  states	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks.
More	
  than	
  a	
  century	
  has	
  passed	
  since	
  Congressman	
  White	
  left	
  Congress.	
  	
  
Not	
  a	
  minute	
  has	
  gone	
  by	
  that	
  he	
  has	
  n't	
  thought	
  about	
  how	
  do	
  build	
  an	
  economy	
  not	
  just	
  for	
  
the	
  present	
  but	
  for	
  future	
  generations.
Not	
  a	
  single	
  day	
  goes	
  by	
  where	
  I	
  do	
  n't	
  think	
  about	
  all	
  the	
  time	
  and	
  the	
  energy,	
  the	
  money,	
  the	
  
commitment,	
  the	
  unyielding	
  faith	
  that	
  you	
  put	
  into	
  our	
  campaign	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  n't	
  just	
  about	
  
winning	
  an	
  election	
  ;	
  it	
  was	
  about	
  changing	
  a	
  country.
Now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  leave	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  generation	
  and	
  generations	
  to	
  come	
  a	
  stronger	
  and	
  
more	
  prosperous	
  country.
Now,	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  days	
  and	
  weeks,	
  my	
  administration	
  will	
  be	
  announcing	
  more	
  details	
  about	
  
the	
  kinds	
  of	
  transportation	
  projects	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  launched	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  recovery	
  plan.
Now,	
  it	
  is	
  our	
  fervent	
  hope	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks,	
  Chrysler	
  will	
  find	
  a	
  viable	
  partner	
  and	
  GM	
  
will	
  develop	
  a	
  business	
  plan	
  that	
  will	
  put	
  it	
  on	
  a	
  path	
  to	
  profitability	
  without	
  endless	
  support	
  
from	
  American	
  taxpayer.
Now,	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  these	
  investments	
  in	
  research	
  will	
  improve	
  and	
  save	
  countless	
  lives	
  for	
  
generations	
  to	
  come.
On	
  the	
  other	
  hand,	
  if	
  we	
  just	
  throw	
  money	
  at	
  poorly	
  planned	
  projects	
  or	
  failing	
  schools,	
  then	
  
we'll	
  remain	
  in	
  debt	
  to	
  those	
  same	
  countries	
  for	
  decades	
  to	
  come.
Patrick's	
  Day)	
  at	
  the	
  White	
  House,	
  on	
  a	
  day	
  when	
  springtime	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  air	
  ???-­‐	
  and	
  this	
  is	
  even	
  
though	
  the	
  Taoiseach	
  has	
  n't	
  even	
  shared	
  his	
  shamrocks	
  yet,	
  but	
  we	
  can	
  feel	
  spring	
  coming.
Payment	
  deadlines	
  suddenly	
  move.
So	
  I	
  hope	
  everybody	
  keeps	
  them	
  in	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  prayers	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  to	
  come.
So	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  to	
  come,	
  the	
  signs	
  denoting	
  these	
  projects	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  bear	
  the	
  new	
  emblem	
  
of	
  the	
  American	
  Recovery	
  and	
  Reinvestment	
  Act.
So	
  legislation	
  of	
  this	
  magnitude	
  deserves	
  the	
  scrutiny	
  that	
  it's	
  received,	
  and	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  will	
  get	
  
another	
  chance	
  to	
  vote	
  for	
  this	
  bill	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  to	
  come.
So	
  let	
  me	
  be	
  clear	
  :	
  Those	
  days	
  have	
  passed.
So	
  on	
  this	
  September	
  day,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  offer	
  a	
  toast	
  to	
  what	
  can	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come	
  a	
  
place	
  where	
  we	
  forge	
  common	
  ground	
  and	
  recognize	
  our	
  common	
  humanity,	
  a	
  source	
  of	
  moral	
  
authority,	
  a	
  force	
  for	
  peace,	
  and	
  above	
  all,	
  an	
  indispensible	
  institution	
  in	
  helping	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  build	
  a	
  
better	
  future	
  for	
  our	
  children	
  and	
  our	
  grandchildren.
So	
  this	
  plan	
  does	
  more	
  to	
  lay	
  a	
  new	
  foundation	
  for	
  our	
  cities'	
  growth	
  and	
  opportunity	
  than	
  
anything	
  Washington	
  has	
  done	
  in	
  generations	
  and	
  it	
  will	
  bring	
  real	
  and	
  lasting	
  change	
  for	
  
generations	
  to	
  come.
So,	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  that	
  followed,	
  we	
  undertook	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  difficult	
  steps	
  to	
  prevent	
  
that	
  outcome.
That's	
  the	
  strategy	
  that	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  pursuing	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.



That's	
  two	
  major	
  victories	
  in	
  one	
  week	
  that	
  will	
  improve	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  our	
  people	
  for	
  generations	
  
to	
  come.
That's	
  what	
  I'm	
  going	
  to	
  ask	
  you	
  to	
  continue	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come,	
  as	
  
fellow	
  travelers	
  in	
  this	
  effort	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  perfect	
  our	
  union.
That's	
  what	
  the	
  members	
  of	
  Congress	
  here	
  today	
  will	
  be	
  voting	
  on	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks.
That's	
  what	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  achieve	
  in	
  the	
  weeks	
  and	
  months	
  to	
  come.
That's	
  what	
  will	
  help	
  our	
  young	
  people	
  to	
  fulfill	
  their	
  promise	
  to	
  realize	
  their	
  dreams	
  and	
  to	
  help	
  
this	
  nation	
  succeed	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  come.
The	
  time	
  for	
  games	
  has	
  passed.
The	
  time	
  for	
  games	
  has	
  passed.
The	
  time	
  for	
  games	
  has	
  passed.
The	
  time	
  for	
  games	
  has	
  passed.
The	
  time	
  for	
  bickering	
  has	
  passed.
The	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  the	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  re-­‐launch	
  negotiations	
  without	
  preconditions	
  that	
  
address	
  the	
  permanent	
  status	
  issues	
  :	
  security	
  for	
  Israelis	
  and	
  Palestinians,	
  borders,	
  refugees,	
  
and	
  Jerusalem.
The	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  make	
  that	
  choice,	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  know.
The	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  reaffirm	
  our	
  enduring	
  spirit	
  ;	
  to	
  choose	
  our	
  better	
  history	
  ;	
  to	
  carry	
  
forward	
  that	
  precious	
  gift,	
  that	
  noble	
  idea	
  passed	
  on	
  from	
  generation	
  to	
  generation	
  :	
  the	
  God-­‐
given	
  promise	
  that	
  all	
  are	
  equal,	
  all	
  are	
  free,	
  and	
  all	
  deserve	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  pursue	
  their	
  full	
  
measure	
  of	
  happiness.
The	
  time	
  has	
  come,	
  once	
  and	
  for	
  all,	
  for	
  this	
  nation	
  to	
  fully	
  embrace	
  a	
  clean	
  energy	
  future.
The	
  urgency	
  of	
  the	
  hour	
  demands	
  that	
  we	
  make	
  common	
  cause	
  with	
  all	
  of	
  America's	
  workers	
  
white,	
  black,	
  brown	
  all	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  being	
  hammered	
  by	
  this	
  recession,	
  all	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  
yearning	
  for	
  that	
  spring	
  to	
  come.	
  	
  
The	
  costs	
  of	
  health	
  care	
  are	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  come	
  down	
  overnight	
  just	
  because	
  legislation	
  passed,	
  
and	
  in	
  an	
  ever-­‐changing	
  industry	
  like	
  health	
  care,	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  continuously	
  need	
  to	
  apply	
  
more	
  cost-­‐cutting	
  measures	
  as	
  the	
  years	
  go	
  by.
The	
  following	
  month	
  we	
  lost	
  600,	
  000	
  jobs.
The	
  pursuit	
  of	
  discovery	
  half	
  a	
  century	
  ago	
  fueled	
  our	
  prosperity	
  and	
  our	
  success	
  as	
  a	
  nation	
  in	
  
the	
  half	
  century	
  that	
  followed.
The	
  question	
  is,	
  over	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come,	
  how	
  do	
  we	
  encourage	
  the	
  strong	
  and	
  
lasting	
  economic	
  growth	
  required	
  for	
  America	
  to	
  lead	
  in	
  this	
  new	
  century	
  ?	
  Where	
  are	
  we	
  going	
  
to	
  find	
  the	
  growth	
  necessary	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  address	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  priorities	
  -­‐???	
  from	
  creating	
  jobs	
  and	
  
prosperity,	
  to	
  boosting	
  our	
  businesses	
  and	
  our	
  workers,	
  to	
  improving	
  our	
  fiscal	
  health	
  and	
  
reducing	
  our	
  long-­‐term	
  deficits	
  ?	
  
The	
  work	
  you're	
  doing	
  will	
  help	
  power	
  the	
  American	
  economy	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.
There	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  some	
  tough	
  times	
  to	
  come.
There	
  comes	
  a	
  time	
  to	
  remember	
  the	
  fierce	
  urgency	
  of	
  right	
  now.
There	
  comes	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  the	
  cup	
  of	
  endurance	
  runs	
  over.
These	
  are	
  all	
  areas	
  in	
  which	
  we	
  intend	
  to	
  focus	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.
These	
  are	
  trying	
  days	
  and	
  they	
  will	
  grow	
  tougher	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  to	
  come.
They	
  build	
  up	
  walls	
  between	
  us	
  and	
  the	
  future	
  that	
  our	
  people	
  seek,	
  and	
  the	
  time	
  has	
  come	
  for	
  
those	
  walls	
  to	
  come	
  down.
They	
  will	
  double	
  again	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  decade.
They've	
  created	
  the	
  template	
  for	
  more	
  progress	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  and	
  years	
  to	
  come.



This	
  summer,	
  the	
  news	
  came.
This	
  coming	
  Saturday,	
  Hindus,	
  Jains,	
  Sikhs	
  and	
  some	
  Buddhists,	
  here	
  in	
  America	
  and	
  around	
  the	
  
world,	
  will	
  celebrate	
  this	
  holiday	
  by	
  lighting	
  Diyas,	
  or	
  lamps,	
  which	
  symbolize	
  the	
  victory	
  of	
  light	
  
over	
  darkness,	
  and	
  knowledge	
  over	
  ignorance.
Those	
  days	
  are	
  coming	
  to	
  an	
  end.	
  	
  
To	
  hasten	
  the	
  day	
  when	
  our	
  troops	
  will	
  leave.
Ultimately,	
  that's	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  Recovery	
  Act	
  ???-­‐not	
  just	
  to	
  jumpstart	
  the	
  economy	
  and	
  
get	
  us	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  hole	
  that	
  we're	
  in	
  right	
  now,	
  but	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  investments	
  that	
  will	
  spur	
  growth	
  
and	
  spread	
  prosperity	
  and	
  pay	
  dividends	
  to	
  our	
  communities	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.
Urgency	
  fades,	
  complacency	
  grows,	
  and	
  time	
  passes.
We	
  have	
  a	
  host	
  of	
  members	
  of	
  Congress,	
  but	
  there's	
  one	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  to	
  single	
  out	
  because	
  he	
  is	
  
going	
  to	
  be	
  helping	
  to	
  shape	
  the	
  agenda	
  going	
  forward	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
strongest,	
  most	
  dynamic,	
  and	
  most	
  innovative	
  financial	
  markets	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  for	
  many	
  years	
  to	
  
come,	
  and	
  that's	
  my	
  good	
  friend,	
  Barney	
  Frank.
We	
  have	
  massive	
  structural	
  deficits	
  that	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  closed	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  years.
We	
  talked	
  about	
  how	
  it	
  threatened	
  our	
  national	
  security	
  because	
  we're	
  dependent	
  on	
  other	
  
countries	
  for	
  what	
  makes	
  our	
  country	
  run	
  dependence	
  that	
  grew	
  deeper	
  with	
  every	
  passing	
  
year.
We	
  want	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  infrastructure	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  not	
  just	
  roads	
  and	
  bridges	
  but	
  also	
  the	
  
broadband	
  lines	
  and	
  the	
  smart	
  grid	
  lines	
  that	
  will	
  ensure	
  we	
  stay	
  competitively	
  on	
  top	
  for	
  years	
  
to	
  come,	
  creating	
  hundreds	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  new	
  jobs	
  all	
  across	
  the	
  country	
  in	
  the	
  process.
We	
  will	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  America	
  forever	
  remains	
  an	
  idea	
  and	
  a	
  place	
  that's	
  big	
  enough	
  and	
  bold	
  
enough	
  and	
  brave	
  enough	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  dreams	
  of	
  all	
  our	
  children	
  and	
  all	
  our	
  people	
  for	
  
years	
  to	
  come.


