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Abstract

On the basis of a fragment of the pseudo-Hesiodic Catalogue of Women, we can infer that during the
Archaic period (or perhaps even earlier) the Chalcidians wove a myth in which the main protagonists
were Poseidon, Hera and a young mortal named Arethousa. According to this myth, Poseidon had
intercourse with Arethousa at the Euripus and then abandoned her. Hera took mercy on Arethousa
and transformed her into a spring. A comparative study with other similar Greek myths allows us to
suggest that the Chalcidian tradition served several functions. First, the myth justified the name which
was given to the most important spring of Chalcis. Indeed, a good number of ancient writers mention a
spring called Arethousa in Chalcis; this spring was said to be sacred. Secondly, the Chalcidian myth can
be also considered an ‘initiation myth; for it seems to refer to the different phases of the vertical pro-
cess of integrating a young woman into society after her sexual maturation. Thirdly, the myth possibly
reflects and justifies the existence of a cult of Hera, Poseidon and Arethousa at Chalcis. Moreover, the
myth can be construed as evidence supporting the celebration of rites of passage under the supervision
of the heroine Arethousa in the place where the homonymous spring flowed.

Eioaywyn

Ze eMnvioTikd mamupo mov aviket 0t ovAoyr Tov Havemotnpiov Tov Miotykav (P. Michigan,
aptf. kat. 1447), cwletat anoomaopatikd o avagopd oe épyo tov Hotodov omov yivetar Adyog yia
v évwon g ApéBovoag pe évav epaotn Tng oTig aktég Tov Evpimov, kabwg kat yla Tn petémetta
HeTapopwon TG veapng ano tnv Hpa. To ondapaypa mpooeilkvoe to evdiagépov Twv R. Merkelbach
kot M. L. West, ot omtoiol, Paciopévot 6To TepLeOHEVO TOV KEWEVOD, appLoPriTnoay Tnv notddeta ma-
TPOTNTA TOV ATOOTIACHATOG KAl TEAIKE avayvdploay ag auTo Tprpa tov yevdonotodetov €pyov Iv-
vaukwv Katddoyog. Ot dvo peketnég eEédwoav 1o keipevo Tov mambpov pe 11§ &g oupminpwoelg.!

ApéBovoa Quydtnp pev Ynép[o]v, IT[oo]el[ddvt 8¢ ouv]ehBodoa kata TOV Boikov Ebpetmov [eig
kprivnv] AAAayn év X[aAkidt] vno [tfig] “Hpag, o Hoiodog iotope[i

[TIpotol evipugrioovpe aTny avalvon Tov uvbov, Oa emonpdvovpie 6TL ) TAVTLOT TTOV TIPOTEIVOLV
ot Merkelbach kat West pag emtpénet va avaydyovpe Ty napddoon mov HapTupeital and ToV TATvpo
otnv Apxaiki mepiodo 1 kat vwpitepa akopun.

1. Solmsen k.. 1990, 171 (fr. 188A).
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H avélvon tov puiov

210 yevdonotddeto, hotmody, anoomacpa n ApéBovoa avagépetal wg kOpn Tov Yrepov, Xwpig va
Stevkptviletal woTd00 av avtdg fTav o Pepaiog mov pvnpovedet o Depexddng i o Tpollrviog ya Tov
omoio kavet Aoyo o ITavoaviag.? Katd v apyatotnta dtatdnwvay kat aAles, evallakTtikég Dewpieg
yla 0 yevealoyia g ApéBovoag, kabwg kata ta Aeyopeva tov Egopov, i veapn vrrp&e Buyatépa
Tov APavta,’ evw katd to Yyivo, yevvitopag tng frav o Nnpéac.* Ilapa tig dtapopég Tovg, ot ovyypa-
Peig GLHPWVODY 0TO OTL T ApéBovoa yevvnOnke Bvnn.

210V eEAANVIOTIKO TTATTVPO avaépeTal akopn 0Tt n ApéBovoa ovvevpédnke otig aktég Tov Evpi-
TIOV L€ KATIOLOV TOV OT0IOV TO OVOpA OWETAL AMOOTIACPATIKA, AV Kat eivat eugaveég 0Tt apilet pe to
ypapypa TI kau meptéxet Tov Sipboyyo ‘el H amokatdotaon tov xaopatog pe 1o 6vopa tov [looedwva,
nov §éxovtan ot Merkelbach kau West, gaivetat n mhéov Baon. EmmAéov, o Zrégavog o Bulavtiog ma-
padidet oL ApéBovoa ouvevpéBnke pe Tov Bed g Balaooag kat OTL KapTOG TG EVWOT|§ TOVG LTI PEE
o APavtag.’ O Hovxlog pdAiota emonpaivet 61t o Iooedwvag épepe Tnv mpoowvopia Evpimog.®

Eivat a§lompoaoekto 6t ) ApéBovoa, agov evwdnke e tov ITooeidwva, petapopwdnke and tmy
'Hpa. Tovto ouvéPn otn Xakkida. Eva xdopa otov eAAnpviotikd mamupo pag eunodilet va npoadiopi-
oovpe pe andAvtn Pefatdotnta TN véa poper tng Apédovoag ovuewva pe tov Ivvaikawv KatdAoyo. Ot
paptupieg Tov Evpuridn, tov Iooeidwviov, Tov HpaxAeidn kat tov ABfvaiov oxetikd pe v vmoapén
{ag kpnvng pe to dvopa Apébovoa oTny TOAN, Hag TAPEXOLV T SUVATOTNTA VoL CUUTANPWOOVHE TO
kevo.” IIiBavoloyeita akopn ot o [Thovtapyog, o Atkiavog kat o ITopeuplog ékavay emiong Adyo yia
N xaAkidkn kprv), kabwg oTig agnynoelg Tovg dtakpivovpe TOANEG opoldTNTEG pe doa apadidet o
ABnvanog.® Ztig mapamdvew paptupieg mpémet LAAAOV va tpoobécovpie-Onwg TpATTeL Kat 1) TAELOVOTHTA
TV EPELVIITWV—EVAV XPTOHO TOL SeA@IKOV pavTeiov.” ATIO TOUG TIPOAVAPEPOUEVOVG CLYYPAPELG [a-
Baivouye 6TL TO vepod Tov €ppee otV Kprv ApéBovoa Tav §pooepod Kat LYLEWVO, TANV OUWG VPAAHVPO.

Ta aitia mov @Onoav v Hpa va petapopewaoet tnv ApéBovoa Sev Stevkptvilovtat 6To Tanvpiko
andomnaopa. oT600 1 6VYKpLo pe AAAoVG uvboug pdg wbel oto va dtatvwoovpe SO0 evarlakTikég
Oewpleg: eite va amodwoovpe T HETAUOPPWOT Oe 0pyLopEVN TTapdpunon g Bedg efautiag g mpo-
aPoAng 0to MPpOowWTO TNG eite (oTOV avtinoda tng TpwTng) va Tn Bewprjoovpe Tpan eEhéovg TG KOPNG
Tov Kpdvov evoyet tng avti€odtntag mov empokeLto va avtipetwmiost ) veapn ApéBovoa. Ztnv mpwtn
nepinTwon ogeilovpe va amoppiyovpe TNy vobeon 0Tt autiot TNG TPOOPOARG HTAV KATTOL MG TiO TOV
Aia, pa kat n ApéBovoa mapovotaletat 0to Yyevdonotodeto andonacua wg epwpévn Tov Iooeldwva
Ko Ot WG epwpévn Tov Pacthid twv Bewv. Mropovpe dpaye va vtobéoovpe ot ApéBovoa Eeatopt-
oe k&tt mov mpokdheoe TNV opyr NG Hpag; ITotkidot pvbot pag Aoy yla yovaikeg mov ovvékpvay
Tov eauTo Tovg e TV Hpa kat katéAngav va yivovv atoyot tng pivig ™e.'* Qotoéco, oto Pabuod mov
yvwpilovpe, 1 Hpa onaviwg Katé@evye 0Tn HETAUOpQWwon wg TpOTo Tipwpiag Twv Bupdtwy g

2. Tlavoaviag, 2, 30, 8; epexddng, FGrH 3, F 101.

3."Egopoc, FGrH 70, F 24(33) (= Ztépavog o Bulavtiog, Afqppa “ABfvar’).

4. Yyivog, Md6ou, 157.

5. Ztépavog o Bulavtiog, Aqppa “Apavtic’. O Etégavog o BulavTtiog Paciotnke iowg 6Tov AploTokpdtn and tn Zndptn.

6. Hovxtog, Mjppa ‘Evpimiog.

7. ABrjvanog, AeimvooogioTéc, 8, 331e; Evpunidng, Ipryéveia ev AvAidt, 169-170; Tlooeidwviog, PFrF231= FGrH 87, F 87 (76).

8. Ao, Iepi {wwv 18i1dtyTog, 8, 4; IThovTapxos, [Iotepa Twv {bwv gpovipdtepa, 23 [= HOixd, 976a]; [lopeiplog,
Ilepi amoyns epyvywy, 3, 5.

9. Fontenrose 1978, 276-278 (n. 26); Parke and Wormell, 1956, t. I, 82-83, 7. I, 1-2, apif. 1.

10. Avagépoupe, wg mapadeiypota, Tn Zidn (BA. (Pevdo) AtoAddwpog, Bifriobhky, 1,4, 3) kat tny Andova (PA. Aviw-
vivog Aiepdiig, 11).

11. Ivwpilovpe povo dvo mapadoacelg mov Béhovy v Hpa va petapoppwvet Ovitég - kat 6Tig Suo TEPITTDTELS apo-
povoav oe epwuéves Tov Aia. ITpokettat, woTto00, yta mtapariayég ubbwv, ot mo Stadedopéves ekdoxég Twv omoiwy amédidav
TG HETAPOPPWOELG 0t AANeg BedTnTeg. IIpaypatt, o Awoxdhog (IkéTideg, 299-301) kau o Iawoaviag (1, 25, 1) wwxvpilovtat
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Katd kavova, énatpve tnv ekdiknor tng mPoKaAWVTAG OTIG YUVAIKES KPIOELG [aviag OV KaTEAnyay
otov Bdvatd Tovg. Zvvenag, aivetan o evdoyn n mbavotnTa n Hpa va édei&e ovpmdvia ya v
ApéBovoa kat EVOYEL TNG AVTIE0OTNTAG TTOV AVTIHETWTILLE 1 VEAPT] VO ATTOPACLOE TN HETAUOPPWOT) TNG
oe kpnvn. [Ipdypartt, Katd T yVoOUn pag n petapopewon pag 0vntig oe Spooepn kat vyletviy Kpivn
npootdialet meplocdTepo oe mpakn eléovg mapd oe mpdgn ekdiknong. Ag onpelwOei 0t 'Hpa evoéye-
Tat va OewpriOnke TpooTATIdA TWV EYKATANEUUEVWV YOVALKDV KATE TNV apXadTNTA, [ia Lo TnTa o
avTkatontpiCetat kat otov pobo tng Mrdetac.”? AAwote, ' Hpa datpevotav otnv apyaia Zropgaro
pe v emikAnon Xrpa, wgn Stalevypévn ovuyog tov Aja.”

O ABnvaiog oyvpiletal 0Tt oty kprvn ApéBovaa koAvpmovoav XA e apyvpd Kat Xpuod eva-
Tt Ot TEPLOGOTEPOL ATTO OOOVG EMOKENTOVTAV TNV KPrjvn Téulav Taw xéALa pe omhdyva (dwv, Ta omoia
eiyav mponyovpévwg Buotaotel oe Bpnokevtikég Teletéq. H paptupia tov ABfvaiov vrodeikviet ot
Ol TIPOOKLVITEG TIPOGEPEPAY OTA XEALA T PEPT) EKELVAL TWV OPAYLWY IOV KATA Kavova poopilovtav
yta tovg Beovg. Ot emokénteg ta Tdulav emiong pe “Tvpovs YAwpovg* O Atkiavog emBefatwvet 0Tt Ta
XéAta TG Kprivng Bewpovvtay tepd.

Ot mAnpogopieg mov dtabétovpe oxetikd pe Tnv Tomobeaia g kprvng Apébovoag (oe évav ma-
pabBaldooto okiopo omwg n XaAkida) kat Ta XapakTPLOTIKA TOL VepoD Tov éppee and avth (dpooepod
KoL VYLEWVO av Kat yAo)'® taiptalovv pe Tovg vypoBLotonovg mov mpoTiovv Ta éAta. Ta evphala
avta Stadpopa Yapia yevviodvtat otn Bdhacoa, avantdooovtal oe ToTapLa, Aipves kat vaTiveg Ae-
KAVEG Kal OTav QTAvouy oe nAtkia wplpotTag (9 éwg 18 etV yio Ta Onlukd) HeTavaotevovy ek vEOu
otn Bdlacoa yla va avamapaxBodv, va wotoknoovy kat va meBavovv. Aev Stabétovpe dANeg papto-
pieg oxeTIKA pe TNV mapovaia xelwy oe gvPoikd vdata, aAld ToAvapiBuotl ovyypageig kKvovy Adyo
yla v agBovia tovg otn yerroviki Bowwtia, kat kvping otn Aipvn Kwnaida.'” MdAiota o ABfvatog
avagépet 0Tt ot Bowwtoi Buoialav oe Bpnokevtikég teletés!® ta xéha g Aiptvng Komaidag mov eixav
peydho péyebog.

Epunveia

Ag emotpéyoupe Opws ot Xalkida Kol oTHV epunveia TV TANPOPOPLOY TTOV UTOPOVLE Vat
avtAjoovpe and to Yevdonotddelo amdonacpa. Gaivetar otmdv 6TL otV Teploxr TG XaAkidag mAd-
OTNKe Katd T Stdpkela Twv Apxaikwy Xpovwv av oxt vopitepa, évag pvbog mov artiohoyobdoe v
anddoon NG ovopaciag Tng Mo YVwoTnHS KPNvNng TG moOAng oto ovopa pag veapns. H etvpoloyia
6 AéEne ‘ApéBovoa’ paivetan va €xet oxéon pe to prpa ‘Gpdw), dnhadn notilw, Spooilw, akoun kat
avalwoyova, ondte kat n ApéBovoa Ba fjrav n Apdovaa, ) ‘totifovod.

ot n Hpa petapopewoe tny Iw oe ayeddda. Qo160 0 ovyypagéag (1) ot cvyypageig) Tov épyov Ivvakwy Kataddyos (M.
Solmsen k.. 1990, 148-149 (fr. 124)), o BakyvAidng (PA. Irigoin k.d. 1993, Dithyrambe V (c.16), 17 k..), kot o (Yevdo) Amo)-
Aodwpog (Bifriobrxn, 2, 1, 3) Bewpovv 6TL 0 Alag Tav auTodg oL HeTapop@wae T veapr. Emmnpoodétwg, o KalAipayog (PA.
Pfeiffer 1949, fr. 632 (385) kot o ITavoaviog (1, 25, 1 kat 8, 3, 6) avagépovv 0tL N Hpa petapoppwoe tnv KaAliotw oe dpkro.
Qot600, 0 Epatocdévng (Kataorepiopds, 1) kat o (WYevdo) AnoANdSwpog (BiBAiobrky, 1, 4, 3) Bewpoly ot v Kahhiotw
™ peTapopewoay n Apteun kot o Alag.

12. O Povooog, 1986, 98) emniong Bewpei T NegéAn npootatevopevn e Hpag.

13. BA. Tlavoaviag, 8, 22, 2. Ze autr) Ty mepintwon, n Aé&n ‘npa’ onuatve 1 uetd yapov pi ovvotkodoo avdpi, 1) oV
&vdpa otepnBeica yvviy, OTWG papTupeital and oXeTko Afppa tov Hovytov, PA. Jost 1985, 359-360.

14. ABfpvauog, Aeimvooogiotés, 8, 331e-f.

15. Ahtavog, Iepi (wwv 181011706, 8, 4.

16. Evpunidng, Ipiyéveia v AvAidi, 169-170; Hpakeidng, 1, 27.

17. ABrjvanog, Aeimvooogiotés, 4, 135¢-d; 7, 295¢, 297¢-d, 298f, 299b, 300c kot 304a; 8, 359b; ApioTo@avng, Ayapveis
881, 889, 962; Avaiotpdty, 36, 702.

18. ABrjvauog, Aetmvooopiotés, 7, 297¢-d.
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Ext0¢ avtob, ohppwva pe v tapddoon Ba prmopovoe iowg o Evpimog va vipée meplox vitod v
kuptapxia tov [Tooedwva, kabwg o Bedg v emélede wG ao@alr TOMO yla va petagépet v Apédovoa
Kat va ovvevpedel padi .

H i1 mapadoon anédide otnv Hpa ) dnovpyia g mo @nuiopévng kprivng tg moAng. Zoy-
pwva pe avtr Ty vobeon Ba pmopovoape va ydlovpe To ovpmépacpa otL 1 Bed Exatpe Wiaitepng
avayvwplong ano tovg Xakideis.

Emum\éov oty evPoikn mapddoon mov npwtaywviotel  ApéBovaoa, evroniovpe kdmola oTotyeia
IOV ATAVTOVV EMAVELANHLUEVA GTOVG Aeyopevoug StaBatriplovg uobovg.” YrnevOupilovpe 6Tt o€ avtovg
Tovg poboug Stakpivovtat Tpia Bactkd otadia:

a) H anopakpuvon tov veapov fpwa 1} Tng veapnig npwidag anod v (wr] g kovotnTog.
B) Eva pecodiaotnpa Katd To 0moio 0 fpwag 1 1 Npwida amoKTd KAVoUPYLEG YVWOELS, WaTOCO épXe-
Tl AVTIPETWTIOG/ pE avTIE0OTNTEG.
y) Télog emteleital n) enavévtadn Tov fpwa 1 TG NPWIdAG 0TV KOVWVIa [E pia KavoupyLa Hoper.
2t xaAkidikn mapadoon mov pag anacyolei 8w, yivetar Aoyog yla TV amopdkpuveon tng veapng
ApéBovoag amod tov matpikd oiko. AkoAovlel n mpoowpiviy eplBwplomoinon kat 0 AMOKAEIOUOG TNG,
éva evliapeoo SlaoTna katd To omoio 1 veapn odnyeitat pakpLd amod TNy Kotvwvia, oe pia peboptokm
neploxn tov Evpimo, évav tomo dnAadn mov Ppioketal avapeoa otnv Evfota, tn Bowtia kat tn 6d-
Aaooa. Tnv mepiodo Tov amokAetopod g n ApéBovoa pabaiver vd v kabBodrynon evog evnhikov,
otnv mpokelévn mepintwon tov [ooedwva, Ta kabnkovta TG wptung TA€ov yuvaikag kat cu{vyov
Kat tapdAAnla anoktd epwtikn (wn kabwg o Bedg kat n Bvitr cuvevpiokovtal To otadio TngG meptBw-
ptomoinong tng ApéBovoag mepthapfdvel wotdoo Kat meptodovg Sokipaciog kat Svokoliwy. Paivetat
OTL 1 veapr| eykataleinetal ano tov Bed g Balacoag petd tn ovvedpeot) Tovg. Téhog, emépxetar 1)
emavévtaln e ApéBovoag otny Kowwvia, oxt TAEOV O€ olKoyevelakd kKUKAO, kaBwg katadrnyet ot
Xakida.

Zop@wva pdhiota pe TV XaAkidikn mapddoon mov puvnuovedetal 0To Yevdonolodelo andoma-
opa, 1 emavévtaln e ApéBovoag yivetar pe véa pop@r): n ovpmovetikr Hpa T petapopewvet og
KP1vN. ZOpgova pe pa aAn mtapddoon, mov mpoavagépOnke, n ApéBovoa dev petapopewvetat, amo-
KTd wotdco and tov Ilooeildwva tov APavta, Tov emdvupo npwa kat yevapyn twv APavtov. Eite
He ToV évav eite pe Tov Ao TpoTO, | ApéBovoa CLUHETEXEL OTNV KOWVWVia TNV OTola EVTACOETAL: 1)
OUVELOQOPA TNG elval eiTe 1) TapoxT| vepov oTovg XaAkideig eite 1) yEVVNON £VOG O TOVG OTHAVTIKO-
Tepovg Npweg g EvPotac.

Zto pvbo g ApéBovoag katagaivetar e§icov n onuacia tov peBoplakod Kat TOL GLVOPLAKOV
oTolxeiov and kotvov pe To VPPIOIKO, KT oToiyeio. H évwon dvo StagopeTikwv gvoewy —tov Beod
[ooedwva kat tng Bvntng Apébovoag- ovvteleital otov Evpimo, xwpo oplako kat mapdAAnia xwpo
EMAPNG AVAETA OE SLAPOPETIKEG, AV KAl YEITVIALOVOES, Yewypapikés evoTnTeg: T Bowwtia kat v
EvBota. Meta and v ovvedpeon akoAovbei o xwplopos Twv Suo Tpoodnwy Kat 1 pLiIkr HeTapop-
pworn NG BvnTig o KMV, YEYOVOG OV TTapovotaleTal wg VoTATN AVOT O€ ia Kpiown oTiypr, aAld
TAVTOXPOVA KAl G AOLTEANG TPOTTOG £vTagng TG ApéBovaag oe (i kovwvia, Tov Sev eivat woTéoo 1)
natpoyovikn tG. Eva akopn afloonpeiwto ototyeio eivat 0Tt To vepod Tov €ppee amd TV kprvn Siébete
e SrattepdTnTa 1) omoia TpogkvmTe amd TN 0 eVEN SVo eTEPOYEVWV XapakTNPLOTIKWV: SAadt, av
Ka ootpo 1 yevor tov nrav yAver. Ta xéAa, Ta tepd ydpla mov koAdvpmodoav ota vata TG KPHvNG,
avikovv emiong oe éva eidog (wov o omoio umopel va et oe StapopeTikd meptBdAlovTa (1600 e
Balaoovo 600 Kkat oe YAUKO VePO) Kal eTavaoTeVEL TIPOKeLEVOD va eEaopaliotei  alAnlodiadoxn
TWV YEVEWV.

19. BA. Graf 2003, passim, pe mhovota oxeTikr PipAtoypagpia.
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Emiloyog

Ev kataxAeidt, o pobog g Apébovoag exmAnpavel motkilovg okomovs. Apevog attloAoyel To
dvopa TG kpnvng Kat agetépov vodnlwvet Ta otddia g Stadikaciog £vtadng Twv avilikwv Kopt-
TOLOV 0TIV KOWVWVia DoTEPa amd TNV epwTiki} Tovg wpipavon. Télog, n mapddoon evdéxetar va avti-
katomTpilet kau va Stkawoloyet Tnv Aatpeia g Hpag kau tov Hooedwva ot Xadkida kat iowg tnv
Té\eon £0pTY, Stafathplwy TEAETOVPYLWV Kat LepompagLwy Tpog Tiury TG idtag Tng ApéBovoag otov
XWPO TNG OUWVLUNG KPTVG.



