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APPENDIX 1: Informed consent form and interview 
guide second study 
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Interview guide, second study modified 31.01.07  

1. Please introduce yourself and talk about your role in treatment of 
premature neonates.

2. Can you tell me about your indications for treatment of premature 
neonates in this unit;

� Who do you always treat?
� Who do you never treat? 
� Who do you sometimes treat? 

3. What are the criteria you emphasise in these decisions?  
� Are these criteria written in manuals or guidelines?
� Who decided the criteria?
� What makes the criteria change (over time)?
� Are the treatment criteria available for the parents or others to 

see?
� How do you use the Indian national guidelines for resuscitation 

of neonates? 
4. Can you tell me more about the aspect of costs in these decisions? 

� In the decision making – if the parents do not have/do not want 
to pay 

� Costs of different outcomes 
� Measurements of socio economic background 
� Limits of subsidising / funds 

5. How are decisions concerning treatment of premature taken?  
� Where?
� When?  
� Who?
� (Do you consider this decision fair?) 

6. What if there is disagreement between doctors or doctors and parents?  
� Can you tell me about a concrete episode? 
� Obs- neonat. 
� Decision making within the family 

7. What is done in case someone disagrees with decisions to withhold or 
withdraw life support of premature in your hospital?  

� Are there mechanisms for complaints today? 
8. Can you tell me about your role as a doctor when you also have to deal 

with resource constraints and the families ability to pay? 
9. What do you see as the main ethical controversies in treatment of 

premature neonates in India today? 
10. (Child’s best interest vs family and society’s best interest in treatment 

decisions? What are your thoughts about this? 


