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Homenaje a un Boga Tagangero

[...]Navega Julio Matos, viejo boga de la mar
navegante de estrellas, Tagangero en alta mar.
Tendiendo el trasmayo la historia te ve pasar,
hunde el canalete que tu voz la escucharan todosiaios,
ahora inquietos por el mundo que estan viendo és ererto,
por tus 0jos, por tu risa, por tus cuentos.
Rema junto a las estrellas, tu si que haces paetellds,
viejo boga que navega el firmamento [...]
(Rolando Sanchez, Taganga)

(Homage for a Boga Tagangero)

Sail Julio Matos, old bodaf the ocean
you who sail the stars, Tagangero in open sea.
Putting out the trasmagathe history will see you pass by
sinking the paddle.
Your voice is heard by all your grandchildren,
they are nervous for the world they see.
You are true,
true are your eyes, your smile, your tales.
Row beside the stars, you who truly belong to them,
Old boga who sails the sky of stars

! Boga: The fisherman sitting at the end of andrstgethe canoe.

2 Trasmayo: A special fishing net used by localdishen in Taganga.
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Abstract

This study examines the social and cultural impattsackpacker tourism in a small coastal
Colombian village. The national security in Coloambias improved much the last decade and
Taganga has hence been established as a backpatgot with increased tourism arrivals
every year. Previous characteristics of an isolatman of fishermen and a traditional
organization of the economy have been exchangel wapitalism, modernization and
Western influences through in-migration and backpaarrivals. This is a thesis about
backpacker tourism, and foremost about the chadlenget by local residents in how to
handle the increasing tourist masses and how tonemusly reconstruct their own identity
both separately from and in connection to touri$hrough engaging with theories of place
identity, place meanings and social representatainplace | seek to understand cultural
belonging and meanings attached to Taganga. Tha&ieahpvork is based upon qualitative
methods whereby | have analysed the identities @rtlires existing in Taganga, both
regarding native inhabitants, backpackers and gramis from elsewhere in Colombia. The
analyses have recognized the complexity that ewiglsn defined social units, and the many
ways different groups of people comprehend and giveanings to place. Different
conceptions of place are utilized and necessaryfaterstanding how and why different

people engage differently with one particular lagal
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Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 1 Introduction

MacCannell sees the modern tourist as a contempquagrim always in search for
authenticity, like “a modern version of the uniarsuman concern with the sacred” (in Urry
2002: 9). The search for authenticity in commusitiplaces and people is made possible
through the continuous globalization engraving gvaart of our daily life. Globalization is
one of the most discussed and analysed phenomeitbim \the social sciences the last
decades. Some people explicitly hold to the ideth@fworld getting smaller and of distances
(both figurative and physical) vanishing, otherses$ the increased diversity and
differentiation coming to surface with technologigaventions, while the rest of us try to
somehow see both perspectives as equally relevahtise it in our own understandings of
the world and its social and cultural changes. grevth in international mass- tourism is
made possible by transportation technology foremadditional to a general rise in wealth
and leisure time in developed and now also devetppountries. Thousands of people travel
every day with all their cultural understandingsnfr their lives and homes in their backpack.
My interest for this paper hence lies in undersitagndhow the cultures of the host and the
cultures of the guest (in my case backpackersyrgltge and meet both in a physical,
psychological, social and political landscape atigt destinations. Expectations, norms and
power relations play an important role in estaliighthese relations, which | attempt to

demonstrate through my case study of Taganga, Guéom

This is a thesis about backpacker tourism, andnfost about the challenges met by local
residents in how to handle the increasing tourigsses and how to continuously reconstruct
their own identity both separately from and in cection to tourism. On the one hand it is a
thesis specifically concerned around a small plesdéed Taganga in the northern parts of
Colombia in the specific region of Latin AmericayMeldwork has exclusively been carried
out here, in a couple of unique square kilometnesthee earth’s surface, and can not be
generalized to other places. On the other handhtss challenges and discusses tourism and
the travelling culture of backpackers, which hawegeographical limitations whatsoever. |
try to analyse cultural meetings between host amebty between the local and the global
culture, seeking to challenge the set distinctibesveen these cultures and the different
modes of understanding cultural meetings. My interst for my research is hence to first find
outwhat changes backpacker tourism exposes to a local comyr(mainly social, structural
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and cultural, but also economic), and seconlbyv the local population perceive these
changes.

1.1 Backpacker tourism

Tourism is predicted to become an important pathefnational income for many developing
countries in the future, and there has been armamtis discussion on how the distinctive form
of backpacker tourism positively affects economid aocial development at the local level.
At the same time, backpackers have been accuseacdgemics to be pleasure-oriented
hedonists, ignorant of the social and economic psweey enforce. | have no urge of making
such normative judgements or to put the differeates of travelling up against each other. |
believe the cultures of all types of tourism aremptex, both what concerns shared
characteristics among the travellers and the affdety enforce on a local community. One
should not be intimidated by cultural diversithin the culture one studies, and | support the
suggestion made in the introduction chapter by tdpsand Olwig to alternatively study
“networks of interrelations where there is a mutt@bstruction of identities through cultural
encounters”(Olwig and Hastrup 2007:3).

Cohen (2003) highlights an important lack of reskann backpacker tourism, namely the
extent and significance of the backpackers’ intitoas with the host community. The locals
usually stand in the background without being ®ddis subjects in their own right. To get a

better picture of the host’s perceptions and attituto the backpackers, Cohen suggests that

“[We] need anthropological community studies of plaw backpacker destinations in
which the researcher will achieve a grasp of thealosituation and study the

backpacking visitors within its context” (Cohen 30007).

This point has been taken into regard while condgcmy own research. | have been
focusing upon the meanings, perceptions and uradelsigs the local population has toward
tourism in respect to societal and cultural changkgheir home town. | have tried to

interrelate and compare place identities, meaniagd understandings both from the
perspective of the local population and the backpea; though aiming my research at the
benefit of the locals. Interesting and comprehensitudies have been published concerning
the culture of backpacking (see Cohen 2003, Wemtsdn and Macbeth 2003, O’Reilly

2006, Sgrensen 2003) as well as concerning towrsts socio-cultural impacts in general
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(see Urry 2002, MacCannell 1973, Duncan and Gret®89, Rojek and Urry 1997). Closely
related to my research project, Huxley (2004) harsied out research on how backpackers
relate to and interact with the local populationt Istill there seems to be a lack of a

qualitative study focusing on the host’s perceptbithe encounters with backpackers.

Backpacking as “a massive movement of youths tddabse developed regions of the world”

(Cohen 2003: 105) started simultaneously with twagamsocial and political upheavals of the
1960’s, namely the student revolution and the \detnWar. The failure of the student

revolution and the frustrations concerning the walVietnam has by Cohen (2003) been
interpreted as the driving force for many young Wes people who decided to travel after
the disappointments back home. Since then, backpackirism has experienced a huge
growth in the amount of travellers and many coestrand local communities rely on the
incomes achieved from this segment in the toungustry. Backpacking has developed from
being a mode of travelling for alternative youthnoected to subcultures, to becoming
publicly accepted activity for all segments of societies who have the economic foundation
to travel, (though on budget) to one or more pldaoean extended time period. Huxley’s

study of backpackers indicates that “the searchherexotic’ or other cultures — which has

existed for centuries — is a crucial part of backag” (2004: 38). There is a search for the
genuine experience and genuine cultures which basy labelled the quest for authenticity

(2002). (See Chapter 2 for further discussion eséhconcepts).

Tourism has opened up for a consumption of locllieiand traditions, and power relations
that have existed in a local community prior toriemn are often blurred by the sharp
inequality experienced between the visitor andhib& including different interests and power
mechanisms. However, when one studies backpaclkBsnoit is also reasonable to highlight
positive impacts this industry has in both econoand socio-cultural terms. Westerhausen
and Macbeth suggest that local communities shouitliZze compatible tourism niche
markets, such as backpackers, in order to presmmdeenhance their social and cultural
identity in the long term” (2003: 72). The segmehbackpacker tourism is portrayed to be
an alternative sustainable industry, focusing ow backpackers can prove to be an efficient
development strategy.

Youth and student travel is now increasingly beiagognized as an important part of the
global travel market (Richards and Wilson 2003)hdis been maintained that backpacker
tourism “displays its own spatial, economic andiaggatterns of development” (Brenner and

3
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Fricke 2007: 218), suggesting to view backpackerison with a different potential than
imposed on mass- tourism in traditional tourisnoties. Young independent travellers tend
to travel more frequently and for longer periodgiofe than many older tourists or tourists
buying package holidays. It is also expected tloaitty travel will provide an important basis
for the travel decisions of future generations asll vas today’'s package travels, as
backpackers explore unknown areas for tourism ardpppular destinations on the map
(Richards and Wilson 2003). Up to this date mostkpackers have had their origin in
Western countries, but we notice a change in trenttsmore travellers from Asia and Latin
America also being represented. As more and maskeplaakers travel to far-away and exotic
destinations, we simultaneously see the marketananresponse in the production and sale
of guidebooks. Guidebooks such as Lonely PlanetigRdGuides and Footprint possess a
grand power position and influence in how and whrrekpacking travels are conducted and

which tourist facilities are being used and visibgdthe backpackers.

In studies of young travellers and backpacketdsast been argued that to neglect this segment
of the tourist industry is common, stemming frora thisconception that youth travel markets
are of lower economic value (Richards and Wilso0307, Cohen 2003, Sgrensen 2003).
Statistics and findings from Richards and Wilsoqisantitative study of the habits and
characteristics of young and student travellengsitate however a different picture; this
segment of the tourist industry is an importantneronic actor as well as an industry in
growth. In their study, young travellers were cdesed trendsetters in global tourism with
possibilities to create new attractions and esthbliew destinations. Their longer travel
periods lead to a wider spread of economic experaiin terms of both time and space,
whereas they additionally tend to spend moneycall¢often rural) communities. A growing
interest in backpacker tourism can thus be atieithuo its rapid territorial expansion and its
considerable socio-economic impact (Brenner anckEr2007). It seems therefore reasonable
and rational to bestow the world’s backpackers wiibre influence and capacity as well as

responsibility than they have previously receivehf the academic world.

1.2 Discussion of key concepts

Travelling as a concept typically excludes peoplele move such as refugees and migrants.
A similar understanding of the concept is appliedRoudometof’s (2005) article concerning

the differences between transnationalism and coshtapism, where cosmopolitans can be
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compared with tourists. Tourists are seen astraaellers while anyone else travelling (for
whatever reasons) is seen as transnationalistar@mhigrants. Even though the two concepts
of cosmopolitanism and transnationalism are ofte®duinterchangeably, Roudometof
demonstrates that they have however in acadentlesitended to refer to different types of
individuals or groups of people, pointing towarckeithclass, origin, social situation or
motivation for ‘travelling’. Hannerz (1990: 239) stxibes the cosmopolitan individual as
having “an intellectual and aesthetic stance of napss toward divergent -cultural
experiences”, illustrated by a willingness to ergagth the other. Cosmopolitan is here
fronted as something voluntarily; a world view atwltural practice to be chosen by each
individual. Roudometof argues that transnationsl@t the other hand are perceived as not
possessing these “cultural and intellectual prexfigjpns” (2005: 114), and are thereby
considered as ‘people out of place’. Transnatistalere include migrant workers, exiles or
refugees. As Roudometof argues, the two terms amgpfoyed selectively with regard to
people of different classes as well as differentalaand ethnic backgrounds” (2005: 115).

In a similar way, our everyday use of the termvéléer’ has tended to signify a certain type
of moving individual with a certain background aspkcific qualities. Travelling has come to
signify leisure. Roberson, iDefining Travel: diverse visionsargues that travelling
traditionally has been seen as transformative aedifg and as a “double voyage of
discovery” (2001: xii); not only for gaining knowdge about the wide world but also about
the self. Also in modern ideas about travel, angenaf the typical rites of passage and of
thereby voluntary movement in space is evident.g&dless of the kind of travel one
undertakes, some communalities remain in the defirdiscussions of travel’, Roberson
argues (2001: xiii). Like Roberson, | find thataweller’ is a misleading and inadequate
concept when referring exclusively to tourists &iiimg in a certain manner. As we will read
in this thesis, Taganga consists of several ‘tltax&€land people moving across space. Not
only do we find travelling tourists enjoying Taganfpr leisure or holiday reasons, but we
also find mobile Tagangeros selling their land acefgners or the tourist industry, leaving

behind their home town searching for a better figlsewhere.

However, in my thesis | have chosen to apply thecepts of ‘travelling’ and ‘traveller’ as
signifying individuals on the move in connectionégure or holiday. Even though defining a
traveller can be discussed and criticized in acadeeadings, it has nevertheless become a

commonly used term describing young tourists okpackers, and it is also the term used by

5
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the majority of young independent tourists themsglvi have therefore chosen to use the
term traveller together with other terms signifyitige visiting individuals in Taganga
(backpackers, tourists, visitors). Throughout thegper all these terms are used without any
further reference to certain ‘qualities’ the visganight possess. Similarly, the concepts used
in this thesis in reference to the local inhabgantTaganga range from everything like *host
community’ or ‘natives’ to ‘Tagangeros’ or simplthé locals’. All concepts are also here
applied with no further meaning attached to thehepthan referring to the settled population

in Taganga.

1.3 Research Question

Exploring the social and cultural changes exposetdckpacker tourism and how the host
community of Taganga relates to these changesdws iy overall focus for the thesis. My
research has focused on the residential populatidaganga who were the main actors who

could inform me on this matter, supplemented bleotibns by visiting backpackers.

My main research question regarding the subjedbamkpacker tourism in Taganga is the
following:
How has the arrival of backpackers influenced thaeia and cultural

character of Taganga and the inhabitants’ placeniitg?

Here it is fruitful to determine how | compreheig tconcepplaceidentity and how 1 find it
meaningful and relevant to my project. AccordingAgnew (1987, in Gustafson 2000:6),
place identity is a “subjective territorial idegtittonnected to any given individual's sense of
place. Identity in itself can be described as “aswery statement about who we are, a
symbolic way to display important information abawirselves [...] and the groups to which
we belong” (Harris 2005: 155). One can say thatsopkace identity reflects levels of
attachment to a place, which symbolises our owsgrel identity. Place identities, i.e. the
meanings attributed to places, are generated witdnd in conflicts between, social groups
(Gustafson 2000). | want to explore how groups attuces in Taganga use place

identification to distinguish themselves from o#)eand how the local inhabitants’ place

3 Statistics from Richards and Wilson’s (2003: 16y revealed that half of the interviewed idemtifiwith the
label ‘traveller’, compared with almost a third wballed themselves ‘backpackers’. Less than 20%efoung

independent travellers considered themselves &talri
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identity has changed along with backpacker arriaald the cross-cultural meetings between
hosts and guests. | additionally want to analys#licting understandings and meanings of
the place Taganga due to these cultural encountem applying the focus used in Per
Gustafson’s (2000: 9) research asking not evtiat meanings of place are attributed, but also
analysinghow this attribution of meanings occurs. We will seeGhapter 5 and Chapter 6
that particularly the sharing of memories and trads are ways the local population in

Taganga are attributing meaning to their home place

| have applied two sub-questions for the purposep#cifying and elaborating the main
research question. These sub-questions are:
1. Which attributes and characteristics of place makeganga meaningful for the
different social groups existing here?
2. What place identities and social/cultural unitssexa Taganga, and how has the social
changes caused by tourism in Taganga impacted dhstraction of identity and

cultural belonging?

The first sub-question is based on the conceptedmmgful places discussed among others
by the sociologist Per Gustafson. The meaningdaufepare closely related to identity, and |

will explore how different social groups (or cukg) attach meaning and identify with the

village in different manners. Place as both a gtajsand a socio-cultural environment will be

discussed applying place-theories by different aoscientists, analysing how one singular

place can be linked to several social represemistb the same time.

The intention of the second sub-question is to plape identities that exist among both the
local population and the visiting tourists in Taganl want to discover how senses of place
vary between local residents and backpackers, stiggethat sense of place relates directly
to ones social, cultural and historical backgroumdhddition to ones status in the society.
Secondly | want to explore how societal change3aganga have influenced identity and
sense of belonging in the Tagangan community. k henderstand societal changes as
concerning physical changes such as the infrasim@icf the town, structural changes in work
and welfare, as well as social and cultural chamggming the relations existing among the
inhabitants and the tourists. Additionally it seék®xplain how identities, personal or shared
within a group, are developed and take form in thiher closed society where ‘the local

meets the global’. The focus of the question ishow the Tagangerothemselvedave

7
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experienced and understood the societal changekata occurred the last decades, and how
these changes have impacted their identity and sheiounding environment.

| also find it important to use my data materiad amy findings to predict the future of
Taganga and its inhabitants. This focus is notuishetl in my research questions, but is
directly relevant in evaluating the purpose of gieject by linking it to future possibilities
and prospects for the Tagangeros. On one handsh wi explore the societal effects of
tourism and the general attitude and belief in packer tourism among the Tagangeros, and
whether the locals desire to remain a backpackgnetaa backpacker hotspot. On the other
hand, | want to specify the factors determiningkipacker destinations. This includes both
physical features (landscape, climate, infrastmectaesthetics, attractions etc) and social and
cultural features (town atmosphere, social repatatavailability of drugs, density of other
travellers etc). This mapping of the preferenceshef backpackers can be very useful for
local communities who want to establish themselagsbackpacker destinations, knowing

how to meet and be aware of the demands from Hins.

A last point important for my thesis is to suggestonnection between the violent history of
the Colombian nation and how Colombians (in my casgangeros) shape identities
connected to local places. In other words | quastiow a violent national history can
produce an increased sense of local identity. Dispace limitations | am unable to engage in
an in-depth discussion on the matter. Neverthelea@mnt to use records of the violent
Colombian society in relation to a deterritoriatina of its population to analyse how
Tagangeros perceive their own identity and theituale toward ‘outsiders’ such as tourists or
Colombians from other regions. In light of thissteort introduction to the social and political
situation in Colombia is given in Chapter 3 in diohi to local conditions describing Taganga
in specific. In the same chapter | also presengaeldpment project in process in Taganga
outlined by local authorities called “Malecén Tagah Even though my thesis does not
concern the physical development of Taganga, tbisstcuction project is nevertheless
specifically presented due to the importance amsbguupation the Tagangeros themselves
have linked to it. The project symbolises the latkolitical decision making in Taganga and
illustrates the local inhabitants’ general sceptititoward outside forces such as political
authorities, tourism and in-migrants impacting tHeme town and challenging their place

identities.
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The next chapter presents existing theories ofgouand of the global processes of cultures,
identities and places. It discusses the local etsa global and how they interrelate within
and between cultures, and highlights the procee$esultural meetings and intercultural
relations. Chapter 3 presents the context for megithand serves as an insight to the societal
conditions under which Colombians and the Tagargkve, while Chapter 4 deals with the
methods applied for collecting data in TagangaaljChapter 5 presents the findings of the
project and my analysis of them, while Chapter @&g®s on how | can use these findings to
determine the place identities existing in Tagaaga answer my research questions. Chapter
7 concludes the thesis, highlighting the most irtgodrfindings and thus placing my project
in a relevant position for the future developmentaganga.



Chapter 2 Theory

Chapter 2 Theory

“Travel erodes the brittleness and rigidity of spditboundaries and suggests social,
political and cultural identity as an amalgam, thatricacy of which defies the

comparative simplicity of ‘identity” (Smith and Ka1993:78)

Discussing travelling and globalization, it is inggtble to overlook the fact that travel,
increased mobilization and tourism challenge andiimdsh geographical and social
boundaries. It is important to recognize the veajure of tourism as a complex set of social
discourses and practices (Rojek and Urry 1997).Shsith and Katz point out above,
travelling enables interplay among people that ravelonger inaccessible to each other, a
social process that cause challenges to ‘fixedhtitles. In their view, identity is created by
ones social, political and cultural background, @&dhallenged and redefined continuously
as one interacts with other individuals. Cliffoid Emith and Katz 1993: 78) maintains that
travel “moves us beyond the fixity of singular ldoas”, pointing to the complexity of
societal borders and claiming geographical locat®just a category utilized for political
action. He seeks a dynamic rather than a staticepiion of location (Smith and Katz 1993:
78), focusing on the interrelationships betweermsgs of people occurring at every locality

on earth. The activity of travelling thus has insption for the creation of identity.

The political geographer John Agnew (1987, in Grefis2004: 7) has a similar view,
introducing three aspects of place as “meaningfchtions”; place as location, as locale and
as sense of place. Location identifies a settinggeagraphical (physical) area; locale
constitutes the setting in which social relatiors @onstituted; while sense of place is aimed
at the local “structure of feeling” and to the sdtjve and emotional attachment people have
to places (in Gustafson 2000: 6; Cresswell 2004 Aghew demonstrates how meaningful
places (i.e. places that individuals feel some kafidattachment to or meanings/feelings
related to) emerge in a social context throughaaalations. They are related to social,
economic, political and cultural surroundings,ha same time as they are actual locations on
a map. One therefore has to apply all three elesnehplace, Agnew maintains, to fully
capture the meaning of place and to analyse thalgetations settled here (Gustafson 2000).
These three conceptions of place relates to theepis ofself, others and environment
introduced by Gustafson (2000) in his research eanimgful places. The concepts are in his

study utilized in a “three- pole triangular modeithin which various meanings of place”
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(2000: 9) can be mapped, illustrating attributeteiaieining and important for all individuals
when conceptualizing meaningful places. All atttibns of meaning (like for example
citizenship, life path or institutions) are placethin or in between these three poles. The
meanings concerningelf are connected to life path, emotions, memoriesetywaand
activities, whileothersrepresents meanings toward other individuals foainthe place and
typical comparisons between ‘us/here’ and ‘themméh@Gustafson 1996: 10Environment
typifies meanings that are neither connected tesétieor ones social relations with others, but
rather to the physical environment including distive features, events and institutions. The
perceptions of place presented by Gustafson anevgnill further be utilized in Chapter 6

when analysing the understandings of place founichganga.

2.1 Culture and identity

Edward Said points to the increasing demolitionnational identities as a result of the
ongoing globalization and growth in human movemé&Because the world has become far
more integrated and demographically mixed than beéore, the whole concept of national
identity has to be revised and, in most places ltkabw, is in the process of being revised”
(2004: 24). National identities are being challehdpy local, regional and global cultures,
often overlapping, where identification takes placeong individuals considering themselves
belonging to the same meaning systems.

Hannerz defines culture as “the meanings which lgeeogeate, and which create people, as
members of societies” (1992: 3). He emphasizesfdbethat culture is collective. Geertz
similarly comprehendsocietyas an arrangement of social relationships in agrahereas
culture then is “the group’s shared beliefs and symbdl§7@, in Hall and Lew 2009: 141).
Olwig and Hastrup claim that culture is somethintgahli is “possessed by all of humankind”
(2007: 4), but that it exists in bounded and uniquieural wholes corresponding to localized
social groups. Tourism is further related to moderass culture, were being a tourist is
suggested to be the core of what it means to beemo@Rothman 1998, in Hall and Lew
2009). Hall and Lew mention the upcoming afitural relativism (“the equal value of all
cultures”) anccultural homogenizatiofwhere “cultural diversity is subsumed under ak&n
worldwide culture”, e.g. ‘Americanization’) as capts and societal trends connected to
tourism (2009: 142). Both aspects are explainedrbyncrease in tourism and cross-cultural
meetings resulting in new perceptions of culturalelopment and places (Hall and Lew
2009).
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| want to suggest that belonging to a specific wreltcan be compared to attachment to
specific statuses, which changes according toréifitesocial situations where one interferes.
Sgrensen suggest that the social category of beké&ais more like a social construct than a
definition, which relies heavily on a ‘travel idegly’ which identify the culture (2003: 852).

There is a lot of existing literature discussing thavel ideology of backpackers, where both
Sgrensen (2003), Cohen (2003), Westerhausen andethaq2003), O'Reilly (2006),

Scheyvens (2002), Richards and Wilson (2004) araff&h(2004), among others, present

informative discussions around this matter.

Olwig and Hastrup (2007: 5) emphasize one importaiton regarding identity making,
namely the notion of themjutual construction of identities through cultural enctaus” (my
italics). Not only are the local Tagangeros influenced bysié culture from foreigners
settling in the town or from tourists visiting Tagmm. The tourists themselves are also greatly
affected by the people they meet in Taganga, bgtlielbow travellers and by the native
population they meet at every destination. It isomplex meeting involving uneven power,
economic and social relations, additional to the faat the meetings often are of a temporary
and superficial manner. Nevertheless, as Pratafgaged concerning the relationship between
colonizer and colonized, it is possible to treat tklationships between host and guest in
tourism in terms of “interaction, interlocking undendings and practices” and not only in
terms of “separateness or apartheid” (Pratt 1992:This perspective of “contact zone”,
which Pratt applies to the space of colonial entensnis in my project appropriate to apply
for the space of tourism encounter; the place altebe of Taganga. The concept of contact
zone relates to the spatial and temporal co presencsubjects previously separated by
geographic and historical borders, and whose r@auk lives are now intersecting. This
perspective thus emphasizes "how subjects areitdestin and by their relations to each
other” (Pratt 1992: 7).

2.2 Local belonging and sense of place

Gillian Rose (1995) discusses the formation of fifeigonnected to ‘sense of place’ (see also
Breakwell 1986 and Twigger-Ross and Uzzell 199@liscussions regarding place identity).
She argues that meanings given to a place throagbkesof place can develop to be so
powerful that they turn into a specific part of iadividual’s identity (1995). Holloway and

Hubbard claim that developing a sense of placeiregjuhat an individual knows the place
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intimately and reacts to it emotionally, rather rtheationally (2001: 74). In contrast to
scientists such as Giddens and Ziehe who statéht@ancreased globalization is leading to a
decreased importance and relevance of the locakepdd its impacts on the individual
(Paulgaard 2002), Rose suggests that the worldlzagjzation has resulted in a fragmentation
of the world into smaller places. Giddens’ statetrtbat social relations are being dissolved
from local connections and rearticulated acros® tand space (Paulgaard 2002:30) is thus
replaced by a vision where these social relationtsthe meeting with the globalizing world

are actuallystrengtheninghe local belonging to a place (Rose 1995).

Places are however also shaped by humans and hataéions. Escobar points to the fact
that every place is constituted by social strugumad cultural practices (2001: 143), and
these structures and practices are what essent@afigtruct a place- specific local identity.
Sense of place is thus social feelings, determimgdhe power structures in the specific
society and locality. This correlates with Agnew®dels of meaningful places considering
both sense of place (individual perceptions anachthents) and locale (social relations and
interactions). Rose claims that a sense of plaggvisn by a “system of meaning through
which we make sense of the world” (1995: 99), hédmoe we culturally interpret the world
and our society. We clearly establish and distisigudifferent groups of people and where
they respectively belong through the use of serisplawe, in order to identify and give
meaning to where one self belongs. We establisialstifferentiation through our production
of spatial borders. Senses of place can therefersalil to partly be “a result of underlying
structures of power” in every society (Rose 1998)1and | would add to also partly be part

of producing these structures.

Rose suggests there exist three ways an indivickrlrelate to a place; to identify oneself
with a place, to identifiagainsta place andot to identify with a place at all. To identifyith

a place is closely connected to a sense of belgragid the way one defines oneself will also
be how one defines that place. Looking at my ptojiis way of identifying with Taganga
will be experienced by local inhabitants or tragedlwho see opportunities and potential for
the town through personal growth and the makingaof identity (Rose 1995). Fosso
introduces the idea ‘place of opportunities’ (Fo2804: 125) to describe this way of giving

meaning to a place, where the potential of thegiaexperienced in positive terms.
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To identify againsta place is however to experience a sense of pléweh perceives the
characteristics and the people at that place as/tbugy that oneself is not. Belonging is
established by contrasting oneself from peopleaces where one will use dichotomies like
we/them and us/others (Rose 1995, Twigger-RossUmzeéll 1996). Rose refers to Edward
Said’'sOrientalismto demonstrate this notion (Rose 1995: 92). Sadudses how the West
produces romanticized myths and fears of the Offéme Others’) to create a self image as
civilized and modern (Rose 1995). By identifying t@rient as something different, the West
used this otherness to give a picture of how therggqived their own identity, i.e. how they
wanted to be perceived by others. By identifyingiagt a certain place one immediately
refers to another place, one could say a ‘countmreh One sees constraints in one place
(Fosso 2004: 130-132) as closely related to th@xppities at the counter place.

Finally, it is also possible to not identify at alith a place. Often this is recognized if an
individual has a special and very powerful senseplate and identity towards another
specific place that does not necessarily contrat the place in question. Rose indicates
cross-cultural migrants as typically belonging toist sense of place, where cultural
differences functions as obstacles for establishenglace identity (1995). One lacks
belonging and feels foreign, and there will noestablished any coherence between the place

and ones self- identity.

A person’s or a group’s sense of place will oftem direngthened and intensified by the
feeling of threat, as will be discussed and illatgtd in Chapter 5 where native Tagangeros’
sense of place is contrasting and reacting agenssm and modernity. Feelings for a place
can be explained through social and physical baueglaThe power-structures that exist at
every place are determining which groups of pe@gp&insiders and which are outsiders —
who belongs to the place and who does noOfientalism Said applies power-structures to
explain how the West legitimized invasion and ecomoexploitation of the Orient based on
the idea that the Orient was uncivilized and bacbgdRose 1995). Imperialism and

colonization thus became the result of the West'ss of place toward the Orient.

2.3 Power relations in tourism and ‘the others’

The notion of tourism is in itself demonstratingeman power relations between the

consumers and the producers of tourist servicedjnd¢ions and facilities. The competition
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among the producers and suppliers of tourist sesvig high in providing particular services

in particular places, while the average touristhen or his side can travel and enjoy tourism
wherever on the planet. Almost every place in tieeldvcan become an ‘object of the tourist

gaze’, as Urry (2002) puts it. Suppliers of tousistvices therefore continuously have to make
innovations to minimise labour costs and meet theists’ desires in order to be able to

compete with other destinations.

Tourism can be seen as a new form of imperialisrarevtthe West intrude and exploit local
communities and insert cultural changes. PrattZ1@@scribes the typical European explorer
in the seventeenth century as an imperialist whr@dluced Western order in a land coloured
by chaos. Her book examines how European travelings from the unknown ‘world
outside’ have influenced the European identity, asts herself how it has produced
“Europe’s differentiated conceptions of itself ilation to something it became possible to
call ‘the rest of the world” (Pratt 1992: 5). Skenphasizes Europe’s (the metropolis) desire
to present and re-present the other culture and rieed to determine the periphery, either
through “the civilizing mission or the cash flow dévelopment” (1992: 6). Europe actually
blinds itself to see the ways in which the perighdetermines the metropolis — namely
through identity and self representation. “[T]o simer a place and its people as foreign is to
exclude them from an assumed (Western) normaldi@ims Shurmer- Smith and Hannam
(1994: 17), referring to ‘foreignness’ as attacheg@ower relations. The notion of foreignness
and its symbolism can be used as a ‘commodifisgdeurce’ (Ardner 1987, cited in Shurmer-
Smith and Hannam 1994) in travel advertisement,ienaisd movies to attract interest and
visitors to a foreign and ‘unknown’ destination.dab traditions, heritage and ways of living
become objects and commodities through a procedifefentiating and exclusion of what is

regarded inside and outside, known and unknown.

2.4 Modern ideals and post-modern practises

In his article “Backpackers: diversity and changé&tic Cohen (2003) analyses the
backpackers’ ideals, behaviour and self identitd &ow they relate to every destination.
According to Cohen, the phenomenon of backpackiagnss from the ideal of the ‘drifter’
from the time of the student revolution in the 6@isd 70’'s were many young people felt
alienated in their home societies and were seekitgrnative ways of life. The main

difference of that time’s drifter and today’s baakker lies in the different way they travel
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and act upon arrival. While the earlier drifter thpdravelled alone to unknown places
seeking to explore and exceed limits, today theontgj of backpackers gather in huge
enclaves and appreciate to a higher degree thentstiddifestyle. The search for authenticity,
for places and people of genuine character andnosgga central goal for both the drifter and
the groups of backpackers. The demand for authinét the destinations is then produced
and put forward by the host (Cohen 2003: 97, Hux@&p4: 39). The drifter wish to
experience, both ‘existential’ and ‘experimental, alternative place to replace its own place
of origin (Cohen 2003: 97), and makes by this amstconger demand on authenticity than
the normal mass- tourist. This wish of experiergevalid also among backpackers today,
though they do not always seem to achieve autherperiences.

Backpackers express an admiration of the driftepiogy and will often try to imitate its
character, although few of them wish to actuale lup to this experimental and existential
way of travelling. Instead of being recognized wtike spontaneity, independence and longing
for exploration typical for the drifter, the back&rs more than anything travel for recreation
and pleasure typical of the mass tourist (Coher8R@ackpacker hotspots are characterized
by Cohen to be popular destinations where a |dtamkpackers come together at the same
time exchanging experiences, stories, plans amarnrdtion. Like in mass tourism, certain
places get a popular reputation among the tragetliritures and seem to be important “must-
do’s” for many backpackers. Cohen goes as faramuig that the interrelations made by a
traveller towards the local populations at suchtidagons are subaltern to their desire of
meeting and spending time with other fellow trased|(2003: 98).

One can find both rural and urban hotspots (enslavdrban enclaves have mostly been
established in central big cities by practical o@ss concerning planning a travel,
transportation and orienting in a new country, whife rural ones have occurred from more
concrete choices and demands of the backpackerbewaise of the different qualities the
place possess. These gqualities will in many inganaclude hedonistic desires such as the
availability of food, alcohol, narcotic drugs, reation and entertainment, and are often to be
preferred in rural settings more than urban evendh one finds these element of enjoyment

in both types of enclaves (Cohen 2003).

From the 1990’s and onward research in tourismrégistered a post-modern trend where a
“legitimating of the quest for ‘fun’ and of a ludiplayful) attitude to the world” (Cohen
2003:100) is dominating while the genuine and antiheare of less importance. Instead of
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experiencing ‘the other’ and authenticity, the tstsr seek to the familiar and recreation. In
light of these observations, Cohen suggests tladyte backpackers are characterized by
modern ideals of travelling established by theterd (the desire for authenticity), while the
actual performance of their travels are aiming margost-modern ideals (the hedonistic
lifestyle). The backpackers want to be identifieithvan image in coherence with the earlier
drifters seeking authentic anti-tourism destinaioaven though their practices are more

similar to the post-modern mass tourism that tingyat distance themselves from.

Cohen suggests several explanations to the cl#aratice between drifters and backpackers.
Today most young people decide to travel not duant@alienated feeling toward their home
society, but rather as a break between two perindsnes life. Obtaining freedom in
travelling, the backpackers enjoy being outside disdonnected from the social expectations
and norms their home society produces, and to ewpat with the tolerance one finds and
shares with other backpackers in the enclaves.dFifiers’ critique of the Western society
and their desire to explore unknown societies aaple is substituted with a break from the
routine life at home and an experimentation of mweriences. This view is also supported
by Richards and Wilson (2003) in their quantitatstedy of backpacker tourism, where many
of the backpackers presented a desire to “experiasanuch as possible” (2003: 17) during

their travel.

2.5 A quest for authenticity

The previous sub-chapter has outlined the modeeulizhtion of travelling among
backpackers by the search for authenticity inspygdhe drifters. This quest for genuine
experiences and cultures affects how the indivithaakpacker relates and behaves upon the
meeting with the local culture. Harris defines auticity as “a state of preferred existence
usually contrasted with the falseness and artliigiaaf modern life” (2005: 24), and in
tourism he sees authentic locations as contrasteccammercialized tourist and leisure sites.
Authenticity can also be said to be “a propertyjohireal objects may or may not possess,
which refers to their credibility and originalityMantecon and Huete 2008: 361). The desire
of the backpacker then, is to “go beyond the fagddbe tourist industry” (Huxley 2004: 39),
for instance by observing the work of fishermenaaiihg and organizing the daily catch or
participating in a local wedding or religious cexany. In these situations the backpackers get

the feeling of being part of something genuine ezal, something that would have appeared
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independent of the presence of tourists. Thistration of the local life is illustrated by
Hannerz (1990, cited in Huxley 2004: 40) as goingckstage’, where the backpacker from
within can participate in the local lifestyle. lmordrast, staged invents (or staged culture in
general) through the tourism industry is perceigedinreal and an unauthentic representation
of tradition or culture (Huxley 2004). MacCannell9f3) was one of the first authors of
tourism to discuss the idea of authenticity. Henatathat “the term ‘tourist’ is increasingly
used as a derisive label for someone who seem®rdontth his obviously inauthentic
experiences” (1973: 592), illustrating the conrmttdf tourism and (lack of) authenticity

being present in the academic literature alreadigen/0’s.

The relationship between host and guest is affdayedarious factors. It is obvious that these
social relations exist between humans that nornmialtizeir daily life would not have met, i.e.
individuals finding themselves in a ‘contact zoas'discussed earlier in this chapter by Pratt
(1992). Huxley (2004) points to four elements ire ttravelling culture restraining the
possibilities for a backpacker to experience gemtivo-ways cultural meetings with the local
population;

First of all one has to consider the economic asgtmnynbetween host and guest. This
asymmetry is further reinforced by the “delightaggling over prices with the local traders”
(Huxley 2004: 41), often with no reflection abobettraders’ economic situation. Secondly,
one will find imbalanced roles and relationshipstween host and guest at tourist
destinations. This imbalance reduces the abilitgxperience authentic cultural meetings due
to the fact that the host is serving the guestiamdten prepared to do what it takes to please
her or his demands. Time is the third possibleastbstfor cultural meetings, considering that
few backpackers spend more than a few days to & atethe same place, and therefore do
not have enough time to establish contacts andankswAt last, the meetings between fellow
backpackers are often the main cause to the lackltfral meetings between host and guest.
The exotic travel destinations appear as a megtiognd for Western travellers. According to

MacCannell, the meeting between backpackers atrasstaestination is inevitable;

[...] the dominant element in every tourist landscigpé¢he tourists. The others one
meet in tourist settings are other tourists andaloworkers whose job it is to serve
tourists. (MacCannell 2001, cited in Huxley 2002).4

Huxley defines authenticity as “routine aspectsmindane quotidian existence, reproduced
on an everyday basis, and located outside of thestacentres and infrastructure” (2004: 43),
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where the quest for authenticity is the quest fugue experiences. Consequently she claims
that authentic culture and meetings will not takece in a backpacker hotspot like Taganga.
Is it so, then, that an increasing number of visitat a destination (thus characterizing the
place as touristic) will lower the attraction ofetlplace due to backpackers’ quest for

authenticity?

2.5.1 Staged authenticity in tourism

In accordance to Cohen’s theories of tourism arckpeckers this will not be the case. As
mentioned earlier, both mass-tourists and now asgrowing amount of independent
travellers will identify themselves with a quest futhenticity in ‘untouched’ and unknown
places, while they really act and make decisions more hedonistic and recreation-oriented
manner. In practice the backpackers as other tsupsactice a devotion to pleasure,
enjoyment and relaxation. They experience a freedmrolved with being outside ones
everyday life expectations and norms when it cotoesxperimenting with narcotic drugs,
alcohol and liberal sexual behaviour, among othirgs. Authenticity has an imagined value,
and many visitors at tourist destinations will acttf be satisfied with a staged performance of
authenticity. This includes recreations that repnésraditional culture and local life, but that

exists somehow in a staged tourist-directed seftitadl and Lew 2009).

Others are critical to Cohen’s theory. Westerhauseth Macbeth claim that sub-cultural
meeting places for backpackers are establisheddhronythical qualities’ in danger of being
lost with increased popularity from travellers (3001). A destination obtains its social
reputation among the travellers, imparted in cosatons between backpackers and in
guidebooks; "once declared a desirable destindiomoth Lonely Planet and the word of
mouth alike, visitor numbers can expand almost egptally” (Westerhausen and Macbeth
2003: 73). Changes in the atmosphere and charm plaee, caused by construction,
adjustment to tourism or other factors may harmpilaee’ reputation. This may in turn cause
a rejection of the destination as a backpackermplottznd a decrease in the number of visitors,
or to put it in Westerhausen and Macbeth’'s wordsplace has had it” (2003: 74). It is
important to mention that a destination can acowydio their view still retain their traditional

clientele as long as the visitors are able to valttibheir preferred lifestyle at the destination.

Hall and Lew focus on the ways the demand for ti@akl culture represented by crafts,

performances and alike has the potential to “revamel strengthen disappearing cultural
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traditions” (2009: 149). They claim however thae thctual authenticity of these cultural
artefacts is non-relevant, or at least dependinthereyes of the consumer and the meanings
they attach to the object. They distinguish betwemnhentic objects and authentic
experiences or ways of life. While objects cannbeasured and compared by objective
criteria, experimental authenticity is concernedhwpersonal and subjective feelings (Hall
and Lew 2009). As already mentioned, this procets“adlapting authentic cultural
expressions for tourists” is labelled staged autbiy (Hall and Lew 2009: 153), namely
because the supposed authenticity and culturalaattes put ‘on stage’ for the tourists to
consume and observe. These constructed tourigt@mims stems from “those who are subject
to the tourist gaze”, both to protect themselvesnfrintrusions into their lives backstage”
and to take economic advantage of the opportunttg®sents for profit (Urry 2002: 9). Urry
also points out that it may be incorrect to asthext a search for authenticity form the basis of
the organization of tourism. Rather, he suggesis tthurists are actually seeking difference
from their everyday life, which is difference betmeone’s normal place of residence and
work and the object of the tourist gaze. As he gutshe middle-class tourist will seek to be
‘a peasant for a day’ while the lower middle-clasgrist will seek to be ‘king/queen for a
day”” (Urry 2002: 11).

Millie Creighton (1997) has conducted some intengsstudies of the use of authenticity in
the marketing of tradition in Japanese travel itigudn her work she demonstrates how
contemporary feelings of homelessness among udgzanése are being exploited to establish
‘nostalgia tourism’ at remote areas transforme@ imavel destinations. These destinations
offer “the return to a pre-Western, pre-industeeti, and nonurban past” (Creighton 1997:
239), focusing on a shared traditional identityattfJapanese people. The advertisements for
these rural destinations appeal to the Japanesindtien with furusato which means
hometown or home village. Furusato is however ndynsgmbolized by rural scenery, even
for Japanese who are raised in large cities.

This must be discussed in relation to the constmaif shared identity. How can it be that a
concept meaning home village or native place autically is connected to rural scenery?
Creighton suggests that the advertisements refledesire to highlight tradition and a lost
rural lifestyle which “reveals a contemporary quist community and collective identity”
(1997: 241). The advertisements thus want to prevakelief of loss or lack in the Japanese
urban lifestyle, promoting everyone to travel toueal destination discovering their roots and

traditions. They also serve to “link the preserat thie past to the future by addressing fears of
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a vanishing cultural identity” (1997: 242). | wodikle to supplement that the advertisements
reflect a sense of staged authenticity, where dmesato is presented to always constitute
rurality and thus establishing an emotional linkwesen native place (tradition), identity and

rural locations.

Creighton clarifies that a specific place idenigymasked in these advertisements, so that
every rural locality is symbolically experiencedaas/one’s furusato regardless of ones actual
place of origin. This nostalgia tourism substaegahe feeling of loss and estrangement from
a Japanese cultural heritage while contrasting He hotion of modernisation and
Westernization of Japanese life and leisure tintee $ame can be said about much of the
advertisement existing in Western countries prongptiexotic and ‘authentic’ travel

destinations.

2.6 Deterritorialization and reterritorialization of culture and the tourist

space

In an ever more globalized world, we can read albouotplex societies and complex cultures
that are both developed from ‘within’ and from exi@ factors and influences. We find the
West, the modern and the global as oppositionérims like simple, traditional, and local.
Friedman (2007) claims that the notion of simplesus complex cultures is misleading and
stems from previous distinctions between primitarel civilized as well as traditional and
modern. Friedman here criticizes the promotion oituce as homogenous and uniform.
Anthropologists undertaking fieldwork in a foreigociety have constantly tried to get a
comprehensive and explainable overview of its sat&nd cultural characteristics, and have
thereby been criticized of representing a homoggnepresentation of cultures (Friedman
2007). Friedman claims that investigating globaiaa has nothing to do with the flow or
movement of culture, because culture is not a anbstand can therefore not move. Instead,
he suggests we should investigate the processeghwheaning is attributed in specific
social contexts distributed in the global aren@Q2 270). He maintains that the relationship
between global social processes (such as touriscth)ree identification and representations of
local places and societies (like for example looaéctions toward tourism) must be
emphasized.
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Appadurai (1991, in Olwig 2007: 18) views the prasevorld as being in a state of
deterritorialization, where money, commodities grailsons are in a continuous circulation
around the world. He sees this displacement opleeaultures and objects as a process
resulting in ‘imagined worlds’ where lived, locakperiences are emphasized as a result of
complicated transnational structures (2007: 19)ltuCes as well as people are seen as
deterritorialized. We will see in Chapter 6 thahalf century of civil war in Colombia has
resulted in a deterritorialization of the inhabtsanwhere a shared national identity barely
exists among my informants in Taganga. Supportipga8lurai’s theories, the Tagangeros are
instead valuing and emphasizing local belonging lacdl identities as opposed to national

belonging.

Olwig and Hastrup’s bookiting Culture (2007) asks the overall question of where culisre
located in our world of transnationalism, and seteksomprehend “the particular form the
community has taken and the role of place within(@lwig 2007: 19). Moving in space
creates transnational communities, but Olwig mastathat it is wrong to view
deterritorialization primarily as a matter of phgali removal from a territory (2007). From
studies of the Caribbean island of Nevis, she caferrto economic and social
deterritorialization of former African slaves whoere denied land and property after the
abolition of slavery. The many obstacles placethenway for their acquisition of land lead to
heavy out migration off the island in order to aotlate necessary means to start a new life
on Nevis with their families. In addition, Britisimissionary activities changed the social
norms and values on the island, whereby many op#waple of African descent no longer
found themselves as respectable members of thesidevsociety. Deterritorialized people
were thus found both among individuals who weresptally absent from the island but with
maintained ties with their families on Nevis, andceng people on Nevis hoping to emigrate
in order to improve their life and economic sitoati

Only a few individuals of the Nevisian community ne@eable to return from their migratory
work abroad with sufficient economic means to thesome reterritorialized on their home
island. Reterritorialization is here a process adtpdeterritorialization where members of the
society once deterritorialized from their land Heit physical or social) are in condition of
returning to their society and lead comfortably gtate-embedded lives. Reterritoralization
can however be accomplished by settling in a neweghs well, as the concept is defined as

“the relocalizing of culture and lifestyle in new changed contexts” (Kale 2005: 69). In this

22



Chapter 2 Theory

way reterritorialization can be linked with the cept of hybrid identity where one adapts to

two different cultural worlds at the same time.

The deterritorialization that took place on Nevis the mid nineteenth century has
nevertheless not raised severe negative conseqencaomically nor socially or culturally.
In fact, the Nevisian community has developed ss&fcdly, where Nevisians have been able
to exploit socio-economic resources outside theall®ociety while maintaining strong
cultural ties with the home island. Olwig descrildbss process as “non-local space of
networks of relations extending between Nevisiansaad off the island” (2007: 23). It
illustrates perfectly the mobile and culturally qaex lives that people are leading today,
including the difficulties that can arise if one @oys a territorially based concept of culture
(Olwig 2007: 33). Many migrants and other travellar our world are overall related to this
social feature; while being physically present pedfic localities, they are at the same time
part of translocal communities rooted in distaiaicpk.

How can we then draw lines between de- and ratedlization and tourism? Olwig argues
that mobile people often can develop attachmeat $pecific place and play a central source
for identity making in their global network of rélans, a place which may not be their place
of residence (2007: 35). Can the same be said abensllers in Taganga? In the case of
Taganga we can come to question whether it is dbal linhabitants or the travellers who
define the socio-cultural contexts in the commundy whether it is always a question of
interrelations between the two groups. In the adsthe migrants of Nevis, we have seen a
constant interplay between the global and the Jaoad between globalizing and localizing.
As the Nevisians, the backpackers in Taganga aspl@en the move at the same time as
they are part of “localized, integrated and selitamed cultural units” (Olwig 2007: 35) in
their interactions and attribution to the Tagangalture. We will see in Chapter 5 that both
the travellers and the Tagangeros relate to notwtisn the travelling culture as well as the
native culture when they are asked to define ankernsanse of Taganga in social and cultural
manners. The two cultures seem equally importandescribing the characteristics of
Taganga. Later in this thesis it will be discussdtkther there really exists two separate and
distinctive cultures, the travelling and the pldoeind, present in the village at all times (see
6.3 and 6.4).
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2.7 The reverse of the medal - implications of tourism

Already in the 1960’s the economist Mishan prestembiltiple explanations why there are
fundamental limits to the scale of contemporaryriton (Urry 2002). Mishan discussed the
congestion cost imposed by the extra tourist, oholy “undesirable effects of overcrowded
beaches, a lack of peace and quiet, the destruafitime scenery and the use of fossil fuels
contributing to global warming” (Urry 2002: 40). @be congestion costs are moreover
leading to a strong incentive to go as soon asilpesso be able to enjoy the unspoilt view
and natural, authentic objects before the crowdshgee. His arguments lay on the basis that
geographical space is a strictly limited resoukgkere a tourist market without regulations
finally will lead to self- destruction of the plaxaevhich are the objects of the tourist gaze
(Urry 2002).

Mishan and his pessimistic arguments have expexteodtiques from other academics and
social researchers. Beckerman replied to Mishaoépticism toward mass-tourism stating
that mass-tourism could in fact increase the abklservices at a destination that were
previously unobtainable due to low numbers of @isit services that also the pioneer visitors
could enjoy and benefit from (Urry 2002: 40). Alsanust be said that Mishan’s critiques of
mass-tourism predominantly speak the cause of tkiéors who will have to share the
consumption of good with other tourists, while moéntioning for example the assumed

increase in income for the host population.

Urry (2002: 51-53) claims there are a number ofdiscdetermining the social, cultural and
economic impacts tourism will have on a society] particularly on the social relations that
are established between hosts and guests. Fiafit@ie must consider the number of tourists
visiting a place in relation to the size of botle thost population and the area visited. He
claims huge geographical areas tolerate more xgsiioth in environmental and social terms
than small areas, while likewise a place with hggipulation density can not take as many
visitors as spread populations. Secondly one h&sk®into account the predominant object
of the tourist gaze. Observing physical objectess intrusive than observing the private lives
of hosts and local population which can produceat@tress. The organization of the tourist
industry is a third factor determining the soci@lations occurring between host and guest;
whether it is private or publicly owned and finadcehether it is locally owned or involves

immigrating workers and whether there are confllat$ween the local population and the

emergent tourist industry.
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One factor that differ mostly North European andtN@American tourism hosts from other
hosts in less developed countries, is the factWeadtern hosts will probably find themselves
as guests on other occasions. Urry claims thatgbrBaps creates fewer strains within the
tourist industry in these countries. Normally theme bigger inequalities, both social and
economic, between the visitors and the indigen@mujation, with the visitors obtaining the
social and economic power. Urry indicates that wayyocal objections to tourism in fact are
“objections to modernity itself: to mobility and ahge, to new kinds of personal
relationships, to a reduced role of family and itrad, and to different cultural
configurations” (2002: 53). We will see later insthhesis that these assumptions are closely
related to the lived reality of many Tagangerogdke with.
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Chapter 3 Colombia and Taganga

The objectives of this chapter is to introducehe teader the social, cultural and political
conditions under which the Tagangeros and als@tilembian population in general live, in
order to better understand and interpret the behasji meanings and identities of the
Tagangeros. Historical background and societal eultural conditions must be seen as
influencing for human behaviour and identity format(Smith and Katz 1993) and as factors
actively to be used in the interpretation of tiidy aim is in the concluding chapters to
highlight links and relations between the contexder which the Tagangeros live on the one
side and their reactions and understandings toteartsm on the other. | start by presenting a
brief overview of Colombia as a country and nationregard to today’s political and
demographic situation, historical lines as well the country’s position in international
tourism. Historical and political conditions in @ahbia’s past as well as in today’s society
are given attention, for later in this paper beapplied in explaining the mentality and
formation of meaning present in Taganga. A presemaf Taganga and the people living
there in addition to the physical changes takireg@lin regard to tourism is discussed in the

latter part of this chapter.

3.1 Colombia

Colombia with almost 50 million inhabitafithas the second largest population in South
America after Brazil, and is the forth biggest ctoyron its continent after Brazil, Argentina
and Peru. Colombia is situated in the north-wespam of South America, and has eastern
borders with Venezuela and Brazil, while Peru anddlor borders in the south and Panama
borders in the northwest. Its coastlines include@aribbean Sea in the north and the Pacific
Ocean to the west. Geographically Colombia is dateith by the Andes which separate the
country into lowland in the east and highland ia thest. The population is concentrated in
the Andean highlands and along the Caribbean cdast.lowland, including Lod.lanos
(plains) and Amazonas virgin forest cover more thiaty percent of the total land area but is
very sparsely populated. The country’s capital &gota is situated at 2600 meters in the
centre of the country, and is the most populatgdisiColombia followed by Cali, Medellin,

Barranquilla and Cartagena.

“ Source: International Monetary Fund 2009 (www.art)
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Figure3:1 Map of Colombia (Lonely Planet Guidebooks 2007)

Colombia is the second largest producer of coffeeally after Brazil, and petroleum and
coffee are the country’s largest legal export potsl{Devereux 2009). The country stands as
the world’s number one producer of cocaine withgidy 80% of the global share. Even
though several state initiatives to reduce thedalgroduction have been carried into effect,
cocaine is still the main export product in Coloanlpthoumi 2002) and unofficially it has
been estimated to surpass the total value of gdil leational export combined (Store Norske
Leksikon 2009). More than twenty percent of theyapon is employed in agriculture, and
statistics from 2008 measures the unemploymentodie 11 percent

It is estimated that the existing human populatdbwhat is today named Colombia was very
high at the time of the arrival of the Spaniardshie beginning of the i6century (Etter and
van Wyngaarden 2000). The Spanish conquistadorsrezhta highly ethnically diverse
territory, which is still a living characteristicd ohe Colombian nation. Their diverse roots
makes the mixture of the European with the Afrieaidl the indigenous more complete than
any other country in the Andes region (Jenkinsl.e2@04). Archeological records of several

areas indicate that occupation densities were high concentrated in the Andean and the

® Source: CIA The World Factbook (https://www.ciaibrary/publications/the-world-factbook/).

27



Chapter 3 Colombia and Taganga

Caribbean region, and findings maintain that magtylesnents in this area were permanent
for more than 1500 years before the Spanish conqi#ter and van Wyngaarden 2000).
Independence from the Spanish Conquistadors waswb®19, but the country did not gain
its full independence until the Republic of Colombias declared in 1886 after a half century
in unity with Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela.

Most Colombians are ahestizoorigins (here referring to mixed European and Antkan
ancestry, but literally meaningacially mixed (Hooker 2005). The mestizos amounts for
more than 50 percent of the Colombian populatidmierthe indigenous population only adds
up to approximately 800 000 individuals counting fess than two percent of the total
national population (Hristov 2005).

3.1.1 Tourism in Colombia; “The only risk is wanting to stay”

This is the slogan used on the Colombian offiaalkism website, and can be read as a direct
reaction to the many perceptions and references ghaple and nations have towards
Colombia as a destination. “The campaign was cadeagea response to the great deal of
questions raised at international fairs concerrimg risks involved in visiting Colombia.
From there, rose the idea of facing the problentack of knowledge about Colombia and
changing the negative perception the world coulcehay underlining the positive”, it says on

their web page (Proexport Colombia, 2009).

The insecurity and unstable situation in Colombiane of the main reasons why tourism has
not been as dominating here as in the rest of SaAmtérica until recently. “There are more
homicides in any given weekend in Cali or Medethian in an entire year in Norway”, writes
the guideboolRough Guidesn their introductory chapter to Colombia (Jenketsal. 2004
370). The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) dasst have any statistics or figures
concerning international tourist arrivals in Coldmlprior to 2002, probably due to the
country’s instable political situation. As othernvgonments, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Norway has, and still is, warning its citizens abthe dangerous conditions in the country.
However, Colombia’s current President Alvaddbe Vélez and his government has focused
on promoting an improved national and civil segunit the most populated cities and main
places of attraction in the country. The last eiggdrs since his election in 2002 have been
characterized by a steady growth in tourism. Accydo UNWTO, “Colombia’s prospects
look promising as there has been sustained prognetbe political and economic situation

and a sustained investment in both general andstouspecific infrastructure” (2009: 28).
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Foreign tourist arrivals are predicted to haverrisem 0.5 million in 2002 to 1.3 million in
2008 (UNWTO 2005, 2009). A possible explanationthis explicit rise of international
visitors can be linked to an improvement in paditistability where annual kidnappings in
Colombia has fallen by 73 percent from 2002 to 2@0@l assassinations by 37 percent in the
same period (Hens 2007).

The national managing of tourism in Colombia isfdwnder the Ministry of Industry, Trade
and Tourism, and this body of government is cortilyuworking to promote the country in
attracting tourism, as well as foreign investmerggports and alliances. “Colombia is
Passion” is their motto, and it appeals to the @d@ans themselves as much as to
international businesses and tourists. The motteestto generate a sense of belonging and
an emotional link to the country; “We Colombian®sh feel proud of having been born in
this country and should show our passion for ittdiiting positively about the land and its
people and by becoming the best possible hostuiovisitors” (Proexport Colombia, 2009).

3.1.2 The political and social situation in Colombia

Colombia is led by a constitutional government, #relLiberal and the Conservative parties
founded in the mid T century have since then been the two main parti€olombia. The
tension and conflicts between the two parties drair tsupporters have been crucial ever
since, and has led to extensive violence and wiaits in the country’s history. The last fifty
years have been characterised by a prevailingicobitween government forces, left-wing
insurgent guerrilla and right-wing paramilitariesid the conflict was heavily enlarged in the
90’s due to cocaine trade. Even though Colombiagxgerienced a rising in international
arrivals and economic growth through a strengtlgenof military forces and security
operations in the country, the country is still latoag human rights and neglecting the
welfare and safety of the average Colombian citiZér® Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)
published January 2009 a report on the internaflicoin Colombia. The article holds the
title “Few reasons for optimism” and fronts strooigticism of the Colombian government
and their handling of the long- lasting conflicttween the guerrilla movements, the

paramilitaries and the Colombian army;

“Breaches of human rights and international humaridn law are a part of everyday
life in Colombia. The level of assaults and thdimghess to commit them are among
the most striking features of the Colombian confiimd this goes for paramilitary

groups, the FARC [Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias @Gblombia] and ELN
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[Ejército de Liberacion Nacional] guerrilla movemsn and the Colombian army”
(NRC 2009:2).

The military strategies implemented by the govemmmege seen as provoking even more
violence and conflict instead of increasing natlosecurity and stability, and Colombia is
claimed to be “the only country in the western hgghere where millions of people are
driven from their homes, terrorised or killed aseault of armed conflict” (NRC 2009:3).

Amnesty International is reporting that betweennd 4 million people have been forced to
leave their homes because of Colombia’s long-runr@irmed conflict, and their number of
internally displaced people is one of the highaesthe world (Amnesty International 2009,

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 2006). NRC furthgrams that the number of internally

displaced persons in the country continues to Ng¢gh more than three million displaced

persons in 2008, Sudan is the only country excegettits number on a global scale (UNHCR
2009).

The national violence in Colombia originated longfdse the foundation of the guerrilla
movement FARC in 1964. In the early nineteenth wgntColombia was in the hands of
warring landowners and traders where political powas centred with regional local elites in
a country with weak state institutions. NRC suggekat Colombia’s particular topography
“makes conditions almost ideal for federalism” (NR@9:4). The fight for land was present
in all corners of the country, and many landowr@anized armed groups to terrorize and
frighten peasant farmers. “La Violencia” lastingrfr 1948 to 1958 was ten years of explosive
rise in violence and immense attacks, and aretsaimk the darkest chapters in Colombia’s
history. The assassination in Bogota in 1948 oflitheral president candidate Jorge Eliécer
Gaitan is generally viewed as the trigger thatasethe huge outbreak of violence between
Liberals and Conservatives. It resulted in opehtfigand conflicts between conservative and
liberal supporters, often village against villageluding liberal peasant guerrilla against the
national army. Paramilitary groups, often with h&tpm the national police-force, carried out
massive massacres against the civil populationweresl by counter-violence by guerrilla

groups who were under liberal and later also comstumfluence.
La Violencia lead to the deaths of over 200 000ppe@nd at least a million people were

driven from their homes (NRC 2009). “It was a wadr incredible cruelty”, Galeano

(2009:103) writes, describing rapes of women, diéergng of babies, skinning and scalping
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of men, sadism, plunder and the destruction ofenillages. The political violence was (and
still is) based upon a battle between the govermraed its opponents. One can also point to
historical factors such as landowners’ violenceaaseans to withhold and increase their
landholdings, in addition to “right-wing publicityrat an international communist conspiracy
was at work in Colombia” (Crandall 2002:56). Asesult, the ten violent years gave birth to
the guerrillas who proclaimed social revolution ot»eoad areas of the country where they
later came to possess control (Galeano 2009).

Today the Colombian political situation reflecte ttame situation, where paramilitary refers
to illegally armed groups considered right-wing,illthe illegal armed groups considered
left-wing (like FARC) are referred to as guerrillss mentioned, the country’s production and
trade of illegal narcotics like marijuana and opiand especially cocaine has greatly affected
both the economic and social life of Colombiansvad as the country’s global reputation.
Both the guerrillas and the paramilitary have baed still are heavily connected to the drug
industry, it being their primary source of inconf@@umi 2002, NRC 2009).

Overall | have the impression that political sugpsrpublically and apparently given to the
groups who are having the control in the area oveslon the basis of fear and security
protection more than on ideological grounds. | hlagen told that sympathizers exist on both
sides in the politics throughout the country, hgpand believing that armed rebellion and
violence can better the lives of the many thousdivdsy in poverty or political instability.
The political situation in Colombia is highly conegl and impossible to explain, simplify or
give a complete account of in this chapter. Unfikast other countries experiencing civil war,
ethnic or religious divisions are not the causeaiflict in Colombia. Neither is the drug-
trafficking comprehended to be the core sourceiakrce (Romero 2004). Colombia has in
fact experienced great economic growth in this sgm@eod. Nevertheless, in 2005 it is
estimated that 49, 2 percent of the populationdlibelow the national poverty lieand
Colombia remains a country plagued with extensivé war and state violence for at least
the last forty years. Its humanitarian crisis i€ading to NRC (2009) one of the most

extensive in the world.

® Source: CIA The World Factbook 2009 (https://wwie.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/).
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3.2 “Taganga: the fisherman village”

Taganga is situated 5 kilometres north of SantatdMiar the province of Magdalena by the
Caribbean cost. The small village also bordersoh@mational park in the north and east, but
its only road connection is through the state ehanta Marta. Taganga has traditionally
been an important fishing village in the provinpegviding fish products to the markets in
Santa Marta and neighbouring communities. It hanbexpressed anecdotally that the fish
stock has been through a heavy decline the lastdéedue to over-fishing and the use of
dynamite, but still it is the most important souaf@ncome next to tourism and provides the
daily meals to a lot of Tagangeros and touriste Thage of being a fisherman village is
frequently used in tourist advertisement and iraating foreign visitors to observe a tradition

being saved and kept alive for centuries.

Figure3:2 Location of Taganga (Google Earth).

Being described as a fisherman village one can idneedy get associations to a pre-modern
way of organizing society. There have in fact beenmducted several studies on the existence
and persistence of poor fisherman villages in odritethe globalizing ‘modern’ world (Béné

2003), to gendered division of labour in fishingmoounities (Busby 2000) and to the
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romanticized and idyllic representation of such riew(Nadel-Klein 2003). In 2003, 26
percent of the Colombian population was living essl than 2 US dollars a day (The World
Bank 2008). The poverty is also present and visibl€aganga, especially in the decreasing
fishing community. “Most often, the reason behimdaute, if not relative poverty of small-
scale fishermen is the lack of sufficiently attreetalternatives” claims Panayotou (cited in
Béné 2003: 954). This is certainly also a trutifaganga where there exist no agriculture or

other industries except tourism.

The territory of Colombia was as already mentiomeminally inhabited by indigenous

groups, and Tairona in the northern Caribbean (@lsag name to Colombia’s most famous
national park) was one of the largest and most rmapb cultures found in the country in pre
Hispanic times. The Tairona culture was dominanti mountain range of Sierra Nevadas
de Santa Marta and in the neighbouring plains,uthioly the village of Taganga, and was
considered the most developed native culture (K883, McFarlane 1993). They were
probably also the most technically advanced pewmpfge conquest Colombia, being experts
in ceramics and gold working and having developetttioning irrigation systems for their

agricultural cultivation of maize, yucca, chilli geers, vegetables and cotton (McFarlane
1993). The coast-area was dominated by denselylgtepusettiements, and the history
describes a brutal and violent meeting betweenSpaniards and the Indians before the
newcomers succeeded to gain control. Already irsthg of the 1% century the Tagangeros

were hispanised to a large extent, speaking Spadeséoted to Catholicism and having

Spanish names (Saether 2005). Some native cultar€olombia disappeared completely
during the colonial period, while others like thairbna still have direct descendants living in

the country today.

Among the local inhabitants of Taganga one can Iyadifferentiate between native
Tagangeros, immigrants from elsewhere in Colombahfareign settlers. The grand majority
of the native Tagangeros share the same ethniggbmokd asnestizodike the majority of
the Colombian people. The rest of the villagers aitber Afro-Latinos or of European
descendant. Even though Taganga was originallygémdius land, there are few if any
Amerindians living in the town today. The segmeasftsndigenous groups in Magdalena tend
to live more north in areas like the Tairona NatioRark by the coast or in Andes mountain

villages.
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Tairona National Park has its south-western bondtr Taganga, and the village functions as
a starting point to access the park by boat. Allet agencies in Taganga offer excursions and
private transportation to the park, where an haat Ioide is a fairly new option, enabling the
visitors to be transported directly to the pictopgs beaches of the park. All the campsites are
situated by the central coastline of the park, whame can hire hammocks, tents or more
comfortablecabafias(small wooden houses). Being transported by bealso a way to
escape the entrance fee, which was originally pgi@very visitor by the gates in order to
substitute the environmental projects and maintemani the park. Several travellers choose
however to enter the park by land, which includefeur bus ride from Santa Marta and one
or two hours by foot through the park. Enteringfbgt gives you a ticket that symbolizes
legal rights to stay in the park overnight, andaisogether a more economic option
considering the high prices of the boat rides. @ifgtransportation by boat to the beaches of
Tairona Park started some years ago by fisherméraganga looking for other means of
income. As already mentioned, the fish stock isia&sl to be in decline, and | was told that a
lot of the fishermen have fully or partly left théormer occupation to adapt to the growing
tourists industry. Some also bring tourists bac#t fonth to nearby beaches in between their

morning and afternoon fishing.

3.2.1 Tourism in the periphery

The high seasons for tourism in Taganga are theeEagek, the months of June, July and
August, and the Christmas holiday of December amdry. Foreign budget travellers are
the main visiting group and tend to visit Tagantiay@ar around, while national tourists are
dominant only in the Easter and Christmas holidafficial numbers of tourism arrivals to
Taganga do not exist, but it is a shared percetinang the inhabitants that the arrivals are
more numerous now compared to five or ten yeark.bdicleast the total amount of visitors
is experienced to be higher today than in the masn though some informants working in
the beachfront restaurants had fewer customersytodmpared to earlier years due to a
reorganization of the tourist industry. This waplamed by the increase in tourist guides and
organized excursions in Taganga who offered prearorgd meals and destinations to
tourists. The decrease of customers at the beaxthfestaurants applied mostly to the
segment of national tourists, who are the mostuket| guests at these restaurants and
additionally the group most plausible to attendamiged day-tours as the typical backpacker
tends to organize her/ his own time schedule atiditaes.
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As one can see, there exist different modes ofigwuin Taganga apart from backpacker
tourism. Generally one can differentiate betweem twominant tourist-groups; national

tourists (middle-class families and couples) artdrimational tourists (travellers of all ages,
occupations and nationalities). Additionally Taganaftracts a huge quantity of artisans,
mostly from South American countries, who are oftearacterized both by themselves and
by other travellers as eternal travellers or vagdso Different facilities like restaurants and
hostels are set up to meet the diverse prefereatdke tourists visiting Taganga, and

therefore an increase or fall in national or in&ional tourism will be experienced differently

by the Tagangeros according to the specific fgcthiey offer the tourists. For example the
diving schools had mostly international clients, ilewhthe seafront restaurants served

traditional food and alcohol mainly to national igsts on short-time vacations.

Apart from the months of December and January dsaseEaster holiday, backpackers are
definitely the major group visiting Taganga. Masarism including pre organized package-
vacations, luxury resorts and big hotels is noatdsthed in the village, and will in fact be

very difficult to manage due to a substantial latknfrastructure, portable water and proper
drain pipes. Additionally the neighbouring big cdf Santa Marta and the popular high-class
destination of Rodadero (five kilometres south ahta Marta) attract mass tourism which
leaves Taganga to function as the more casual @adl destination in the region. Tourists

visiting Taganga appreciate more the authentic tyeand relaxed atmosphere of the place
than comfortable sun beds and swimming pools faisewhere. Being surrounded by nature
and hills and an apparently unaffected local ligaadds to the feeling of witnessing and

being part of an authentic Colombian rural lifestghd society.

Looking at Taganga it is impossible and also inaig¢ to academicallgefineit as rural by
using statistical standards. Woods (2005) is dsogsthe difficulties of finding and adopting
valid qualifications for what is urban and whatrisal, where every country tends to apply
different definitions and standards. However, hense to argue for an alternative way of
dealing with the concept of rurality, namely thathe rural as social representation (2005:10-
11). | seek to apply this alternative concept oélity in order to comprehend rural identity as
it is experienced by Tagangeros and connectedeio tilage. This approach highlights the
importance and relevance of the social spaces maddyy inhabitants in contrast to structural
characteristics. Rurality thus first becomes irggng when it is identified by itself, i.e. by

individuals perceiving themselves as being runalTaganga one finds peripheral and rural
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links to the representation of the place, bothh®ypeople who live there and by visitors. In
tourist advertisements and in guidebooks a cleal image is conveyed where Taganga is
often described as a small, authentic fishermdagal The local population of about 4 000
inhabitants definitely ascribes to rurality by Qumloian standards, while the activity of fishing

can be linked to traditional ways of earning moaey living and to primary industry mostly

located in rural areas all over the world. As Haitl Page put it, “popular conceptions of rural
areas are based on images of rusticity and theadyllage life” (2006: 224).

In this sense the label put upon Taganga and tgerigan society, whether it is rural or urban
and whether it is argued by themselves or by oetsjdcan logically be connected to their
self-representation and self-image. As we will se€hapter 5, | personally understand an
overall representation of Taganga agral in connection to the society’s general
dissatisfaction toward many social and culturalngjes that have occurred the last decades. |
will discuss representations and identities produbg visitors and the local Tagangeros
themselves, and how this relates to how Tagangeeo=eive the social and cultural impacts

tourism has had on their society and their lives.

3.2.2 “Malecon Taganga”

From an interview with a man on the beach sellbegiche (traditional Peruvian dish of
lemon-marinated seafood) | first got to know abtdalecén Taganga”, a project aiming at
the recuperation of the beach and the seafrontagaiga. The project was initiated by the
municipality in Santa Marta and was at that timpested to start any week. The inhabitants
of Taganga were well informed about the projectlitbut not about the details and the
possible implications that could be forced upomthia the future. This is to say that just
about everyone | talked with in Taganga knew abloeiproject but couldn’t quite tell me any
details of the changes that would be done. | tbegeiad to go to the municipality myself,

who gave me a detailed map over their project.

“Este tiene como objetivo y beneficio el buen usb ebpacio publico, y la recuperacién
ambiental y paisajistica de las playas aledafias@dambién el mejoramiento de la calidad

de vida urbana para la comunidad nativa y flotaras|, como una via peatonal segura.”

" From the “Malecon Taganga” project descriptionNAIDE (Fondo financiero de proyectos de desarollo).
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(“The purpose and benefit from this [the project]the good use of public space and environmental
and landscape recovery, in addition to an improveinod the quality of urban life for the native and
visiting community, like a safe pathway.”)

The municipality in Santa Marta describes the mtoje improve the quality of the urban life

of both natives and visitors, and make better dgbe public space and beaches. Until this
date, only roughly one forth of the sea front hasrbused as a bathing beach (see Figure 3:3),
and the municipality now wants to clean the reghefbeach area to attract more sun bathing

tourists to the area, as well as to increase thergéattraction of the village.

gl
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|

Figure3:3 Part of the sea front area in Taganga, mar ch 20009.

“Our goal is to improve the tourism in Taganga'plied an employee at the municipality
when | asked him about the agenda for the ‘MaleCaganga’ project. “The improvement of
local infrastructure will attract tourists as wal it will make the everyday life easier and

better for the local Tagangeros”.

According to the project, the whole seafront arediaganga will be cleaned, reorganized and
replaced with new infrastructure and tourist féieifi. This includes the many restaurants and
stands/kiosks at the beach, the roads and thecpgfidice in general. The existing restaurants
at the beach will be replaced with smaller kiosk$é designed identical, and they will not
have room for as many guests or tables as todaithédewill any of the kiosks have

bathrooms, but there will be built a public bathmrodor employees, costumers as well as
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sunbathing tourists. As for infrastructure, thedrparallel to the seafront will be narrower and
the sidewalk (the ‘malecén’) wider. The houses simops fronting the sea will not be moved,
but all the public space between the house frodttha ocean will be reorganized to benefit
the streetwalkers and the sunbathing tourists. l@nactual beach, all fisher boats will be
removed to a new small pier at the one corner @bthy. All the boats and fishing equipment
will be gathered in one place, so that the resthef bay can be used exclusively for

swimming.

At the time of the fieldwork the project was samdstart in April, but the actual date for the
project had by then been delayed several timesthBypresent time of writing this paper,
contacts in Taganga confirm that the project hastexd, but the actual physical changes

involved have not yet been clarified.

3.2.3 Social and administrative organization in Taganga

Taganga is under the administrative control ofrthumicipality of Santa Marta. There exists a
local police station and a health centre in thiagé, in addition to private and public ground
schools. Numbers from the municipality sets the upepon of Taganga to be 4 279
inhabitants (2004) and less than 37 % of the total population id saibe in working age that
year. Of those inhabitants expected to be workitp§ persons), only 956 did actually have
a job. It must be said that to get more updatedrmétion was difficult where both different
sources on the internet and in travel guides pteddferent numbers. It must also be
mentioned that these numbers were presented togeitie the project description of the
“Malecon Taganga”. One can question the coherehpeesenting fairly low numbers in the
population’s work-participation together with a eé@pment project like “Malecon Taganga”
which is promising the full recovery of the towndaprovision of labour. Secondly it is also
plausible that the specific department in chargthefproject were seeking funds and support
from their head office in the municipality. Howeyeéstill consider these numbers to reflect a
situation close to today’s reality in Taganga. Olojyybeing present in Taganga observing the
daily life, one can see a lot of people if not upéged at least working in the informal
sector, like for example the many local artisantsoAthe presence of many elders and

children is visible.

8 Sourcecenso comunidad Taganga, July 2004.
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As further discussed in Chapter 5, Taganga expsrtea shift from matriarchy to patriarchy
in the mid 28' century. This included a shift in control and @émi-making from the women
of the village to the men, where the male membétkeofamily gained economic and social
control within every household. In the traditioff@gangan society, men were only concerned
with fishing and bringing food to the dinner tablgomen brought the fish to the markets and
handled the family’s income while taking care ofldten and the domestic duties in general.
Similar forms of organizing fishing societies wdlstinct responsibilities for men and women
are found across the globe, where both coastal &@wera 1998) and Kerala in India
(Busby 2000) are described in academic literatréoth these cases, though, the position of
women to sell fish at the markets and handle theséloold economy is still dominant despite
their level of modernisation and outside influenc&ébe loss of this traditional way of
organizing the household in Taganga is talked abwah today, and the long and nostalgic

sense for earlier times are expressed in localsand stories;

Hace falta afecto en el mundo, carifio y amor.

Bendicion de la existencia, con alma de Madre Naé&zna,

En ti esta la bendicion.

[...] En Taganga ellas son les que pueden. En Tagamgadan las mujeres.

En Taganga ellas son les que mandan. En Tagangaandas mujeres.

(There is a lack of affection in this world, tendess and love.

Blessing of the living, with the soul of Mother iWat

The blessing exists in you.

In Taganga, they [the women] are the ones who kailaganga the women are in charge.

In Taganga, they are the ones who decide. In Tag#mgwomen are in charge.)

This excerpt is taken from a song written by Rotas&nchez, a local musician in Taganga
playing almost every night in several tourist bamsl restaurants or with other local musicians
at the beach or in the streets at night. He is vam&t can call a legend in Taganga, both
among the local inhabitants and spread by word aiitmin travellers’ tales and stories. He
migrated to Taganga along with his son some tersy&go, and the story says he fell in love
with the fishing village and wanted to tribute thestory and traditions of the Tagangan
people. His songs reflect sympathy for the fishenfaanilies and the traditional Tagangan

society. Rolando thus communicates the Tagangadititnas and heritage through his songs,
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at the same time as his appearance withesses matebta casual lifestyle reflecting the
Tagangan self identity.

| was told that the shift from matriarchy to patdhy happened in the moment when Taganga
started modernizing with the arrivals of migrantsl doreigners who built up businesses or
negotiated in the drug-trade of the area. An exilan to Rolando’s acceptance and
admiration can hence be found in his appearandg@nmMibe community. People in Taganga
told me that Rolando was living without his own peay for many periods in his life. His
every-day presence in the streets always accontpamity his guitar and dressed in old
clothing and plastic sandals, expresses a profquredence in the life of the average
Tagangero and a lifestyle possible to identify wétben for the most poor in the society.
Unlike other Colombians migrating to Taganga, Rdtahas adopted to the local traditional
identity and lifestyle in stead of introducing maaiéy through business. In the forthcoming
chapters we will recognize that the meanings thizvedagangeros express in their lives and
identities are deeply connected to the past anrhtiitional values and practices. This is also

a way for Tagangeros to identify insiders and algts in their own society.

3.2.4 “Tagangero Tagangero” — local identity

Regional differences and strong regional identigy leighly present in the Colombian culture
and self identity (Pollard 2000, Marks et al. 200€line (1983) explains the great regional
differences of Colombia by referring to the topquraal variations of the country and the
difficulty of travelling before the introduction dir transportation. Even today travelling by
land, especially crossing the mountain ranges efAhdes and the Sierra Nevadas, can be
very time-consuming and bus rides between maya@scdften last for more than a day. Due
to this, contact between the various regions has lsporadic and rare in the past. The
regional differences developed in early ages caesrto differentiate between the Colombian
population leaving “each [region] with its own anis, use of language or dialect, its own
music and dance” (Matt Rendell in Marks et al. 208®). Also contributing to the regional
separateness of the Colombian people are the maas yof national insecurity, where

travelling even within your own province was coresigtl dangerous less than a decade ago.

According to Kline, it is easy to identify the regal background of a Colombian by her or
his way of speaking. Additionally, Kline claims th@olombians also tend to follow certain

stereotypes of behaviour according to their gedycap roots. While people from Bogota are
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described as cold and legalistic and plagsas(people from the region of Medellin) as hard-
working and serious, theostefiogpeople from the coastal Caribbean area) are€stgped

as happy, carefree, capable of drinking large atsoohrum and dancing all night, but not
capable of speaking a decent Spanish [...]” (1988). 3ne can clearly read the dichotomies
portraying inhabitants of the inland versus theilisgan coast (were costefios are referring
exclusively to the people of the Caribbean coast raot the Pacific coast), and it has been
claimed that attitude changes with altitude in @dita. The costefios are understood to have
a “more light-hearted approach than their more sdlighland cousins”, and they are also
accused for neither taking the Roman Catholic i@tignor the Colombian politics as
seriously as their neighbours from the Andean re@rwollard 2000: 155, Kline 1983: 4).

This differentiation between the regions in Coloalaspecially between the costefios and the
Andean region, is openly demonstrated and spokentaly all Colombians through jokes,
tales, narratives and for explaining local societatditions. As we will read further into the
thesis, the Tagangeros themselves as well as @blkmbians do agree on the typical
characterisations put on the costal population,thed also seem to be a legitimized source to

behavioural explanations.

‘Tagangero Tagangero’ was a concept used frequémtljjaganga for and by the native
inhabitants themselves. It was generally used whevas important for the informant to
directly differentiate and demonstrate identity+rders between the original inhabitants of
Taganga and the immigrants from elsewhere in Colambw living and/or working in the
town. As the situation is today, many workers irgdiaga commute to and from the village
every day to sell their commodities or crafts.daabot told that the majority of the working
force in Taganga has migrated from other (normadlsind) cities in Colombia, settling in
Taganga to take advantage of the growing intenedttaurism in the area. Supporting the
reputation of the Coastal Colombian’s inabilityrtake businesgaisasand other highland
Colombians are representing almost all the busioesers in Taganga while the Tagangeros
have not managed to establish functioning busisedde use of ‘Tagangero Tagangero’ was
however, and not surprisingly, applied when thermiant talked about negative conditions in
the Tagangan local society enforced by people fraumside. A mindset entailing the
dichotomy of us and the others was present, asddied to reflect a solidarity and unity
among the ‘true’ Tagangeros and a united feelingetdnging to the place and to its attached
history. The changes observed in the society wasn s a result of the immigration

beginning some sixty years ago, and even thought mbghe native Tagangeros gain
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advantages from the tourist industry, they alsamnelahe newcomers for the losses and
decrease in tradition and the traditional industdy fishing. An identity based upon
regionalism and traditional ways of living is clealbed by a new generation Tagangeros, who
more than traditions, base their identity upon skereotypical costefio and their life at a
‘vacation paradise’. Traditional values have beest,| and modernity seems to be the
determining factor to blame.
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Chapter 4 Method

A quote by Leo Spitzer, an Austrian literacy ctii€ cited in Edward Said’slumanism and
democratic criticismstating that “the humanist believes in the powethe human mind of
investigating the human mind” (2004: 24). It magreeas an ironic statement. Spitzer was
probably pointing to the paradoxical fact that egskers go out in field collecting data and
interpret human actions and decisions, trying scaler the social meanings underlying it.
Thereafter they reproduce other individuals’ megsithey claim to have documented and
observed while doing research, believing in thehoetof humans doing research upon other
humans. But what are we to rely upon as researtchea or own ability to think, interpret
and understand meaningful societal connectionshdadfitour own mind and mindset we are
not able to carry out any exploration or undersitagaf other humans’ minds, and therefore
it is rather necessary to look upon our mind and knowledge as tools to gain more
knowledge. These tools are always coloured by agkdground and subjective perceptions
(likewise to the knowledge it produces). Howevemwi as researchers are aware of this
important notion and treat our data more as subgahterpretation of a supposed reality
rather than objective knowledge, | believe it isventheless possible and most important

fruitful to conduct research in social science.

The importance of constantly reconsider our obthikmowledge and challenge existing
knowledge structures in the academia must not heregl. Pratt (1992: XI) asserts that
“intellectuals are called upon to define, or redefi their relation to the structures of
knowledge and power that they produce, and thadym® them”. She here highlights the
interrelationship between the researchers or ssteriroducing knowledge (and thus power
structures), and the already existing knowledgtuiémicing the knowledge being produced.
Knowledge is subjective and changeable and comgtamt subject for discussions,
redefinitions and changing power structures ingba@demic community. In my own research
project in Taganga, | have chosen to utilize tlaglittons and research procedures found in
humanistic geography. This choice is made upon botipersonal comprehension of science
and additionally to how it suits my research tofibe humanistic tradition focuses upon a
‘reality’ like it is perceived by the people undstudy and highlights the meanings and
understandings expressed by these informants.
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4.1 Exploring senses of place — humanistic geography, existentialism

and phenomenology

A humanistic approach to social geography seeKsetmnceptualise place in the context of
human experiences of living in the world” (Hollowagd Hubbard 2001: 67). This is to say,
that a specifigplace and ones feelings and attachments to it are irapbih exploring and
studying the human mind and collective behaviowrmidnistic geography, developed in the
sixties and seventies, reacted against the logicaitivism present in the geographical
research and its tendency to minimize the livindividual to a piece of statistics and
rationality, i.e. the “quantification of geograph{#olloway and Hubbard 2001: 68). One
wanted to introduce aspects of meanings, feelimgsvalues to the science and focus upon
individual behaviour. Instead of the urge ®xplain societal conditions, humanistic
geographers seeksuoaderstandhe society and the people they study (HanserSandnsen
2007:65), where every individual is seen in relatio its surroundings.

“Humanistic method focuses on understanding thdacaties of human experience
and ‘being in the world’ in an attempt to get bahimbstract theorization and uncover
the ‘true essence’ of people’s encounters with ph@mma during their everyday
lives.” (Holloway and Hubbard 2001: 71)

Two supplementary and fairly similar philosophiessethat cover the relationships between
human beings and the world they live in; existdistia and phenomenology. The philosophy
of existentialism stresses “the specificity andqueiness of each individual's experience of
the world” (Holloway and Hubbard 2001: 69). JeanlF&artre and Martin Heidegger are two
philosophers arguing for the existentialism, wheetdegger’s call for existentialism takes its
outset in the importance of ‘being in the world’ @sposite of just reflecting upon the world

(Holloway and Hubbard 2001, Cresswell 2004). Exis#dists claim that living in itself is the

best way to experience reality and existence oh bmtmans and physical objects (Holt-
Jensen 2004). In other words it focuses upon tiperences of individuals to understand a

phenomenon (Hansen and Simonsen 2007).

Phenomenology is highly related to existentialism the humanistic tradition within
geography. As Holt-Jensen puts it; phenomenolodw ighilosophy that tries to capture the
universal and general structures of the world asigts in our minds” (2004: 224), where any

understanding of a phenomenon is dependent uponthmwmdividual experience it. Hansen
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and Simonsen mention sight, memories and feeling@able experiences in understanding
the conception of a place through individuals lgvthere or in some other way being attached
to the place. According to phenomenology theretexisseparate “real” world external to
human experiences, and every phenomenon actuaihgsanto existence through humans
experiencing them (Holloway and Hubbard 2001). Thiew is supported by Escobar
claiming that “for phenomenologists, experiencéoated within relationships and between
people, and is not produced solely by objectivecstires or subjective intentions” (2001:
150). Phenomenology is relevant in the theoriesarfses of place and meaningful places
discussed in Chapter 1, where understandings ofahufeelings are connected to “the
perceptions and experiences of place and the lomastructions of particular localities”
(Escobar 2001: 150). Places are constituted byvitesi, memories and expectations
produced in our consciousness, and are for manygohenologists or existentialists captured

not only as an arena for the daily life but als@agsoducer of meaning to the daily life.

Critiques have been put forward against the ovemalplification of the identity of places and
the general experiences of a particular place. cfhies point to the fact that every place in
the world has multiple identities. When focusinglesively on the individual perceptions
and feelings toward a place, humanistic geogramsgiply “lacks a critical engagement with
the power-laden differences of, for example, soclaks, gender, sexuality [or] ethnicity”
(Holloway and Hubbard 2001: 113, Hansen and SimorZ®07). Feministic theories in
particular criticize the lack of power relations the humanistic geography’s emotional
experience of place. Concepts like home and lomansunities are idealizing and feminizing
place without regard of different perceptions amgesiences of the concept (Hansen and
Simonsen 2007). As we have read in Chapter 2, R8495) has developed different modes
of understandings of senses of place which inclexésting power relations and contrasting

views of the same place.

However, the critiques fronted by social constmists claiming that place is socially
constructed by power relations meets counter-ctiopaintaining that several understandings
of place may be utilized at the same time. Credgwekents a view holding that society and
social relations are inconceivable without placayirsg in fact that “the social (and the
cultural) is geographically constructed” (2004: .3Bis view is logic; humans can not
construct anything without being in place first.ehhwe can discuss the several concepts of

place. In Cresswell's view above, taking outsethea research of J. E. Malpas and Robert
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Sack, he argues for one way of viewing place asesimmy that exists prior to human

meanings and structures, if only as a mere localffjjhe social does not exist prior to

place”, Malpas (1999, in Cresswell 2004: 31) argtiesr is it given expression except in and
through place”. In other words, it is within theustture of place that anything social may
arise. Later one can talk about another conceptt&n of place that is, through the

individuals occupying it, produced and structured dmocial relations. This view is then

coherent to the standpoints in critical human gaplgy pointing to the influences and powers
of society. However for Sack, place is a force Whoan not be reduced to the social, the
natural or the cultural. Rather, place is a phemmnéthat brings these worlds together and,
indeed, in part produced them” (in Cresswell 281

4.2 Interpretation of the life of others: double hermeneutics and

constructivism

Every individual makes sense of, interprets andstants his or her own everyday world.
While doing research and trying to make sense lodrgbeople’s every day world, one has to
apply these constructions from the information io@ormants give us. This is what Anthony
Giddens terms double hermeneutics, were interpoat#tus is “to offer a construction of the
construction of the actors one studies” (1976, irer@ 1998: 32). Hermeneutics speaks for
the possibility to understand meaning through prigation and general methodology
(Hansen and Simonsen 2007). The aim of doing reBean others should be that our
interpretations and representations correspontdio own social reality and their subjective
meanings. How is this possible? How can we inténmreanings and understandings that are

already interpreted by the informants themselves?

It is important in this regard to be aware of tbeial construction of knowledge. What we as
humans and researchers assume to be objective éahgsviand truth is in fact the result of
different perspectives. Knowledge and truth aratere and a product of discursive processes
(Overa 1998: 33) and power relations, and whileinterpret others we also judge and add
personal branches of knowledge. The goal of knogded not to gather facts, as for the
objectivist (Overa 1998), but rather to study hofacts’ are created, established and
reproduced as valid in any particular society. ™igo applies within the ‘societies’ of social
(and physical) science and research, where somakepses and power relations within the

academia are relevant and determining for the ‘mdntform and status of the knowledge it
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produces” (Overa 1998: 34). Every researcher engisatliltural and social capital, and every
observation made in field is a result of persorisions and selections, emphases as well as
ignorance. Doing research is all about selectivitifich again can create complications for
the validity of the research project. Selectivityolves everything from producing knowledge
in accordance to what omxpectedo observe beforehand, choosing informants orbéses

of presumed realities, or to respond to ‘truthsd &nowledge shared and emphasized by the

academia and existing literature in stead of chglley them;

“It is the scientist’'s knowledge about what is @plem and what counts as a solution,
educated guesses about where to look and whatrtorég and highly selective,
expectation-based tinkering with the material thaides them toward an ‘innovative’
result” (Knorr-Cetina 1981, cited in Overa 1998:)35

Through self-reflexivity one can continuously aattical toward ones own selections,
decisions and interpretations, but it is howeveuassible to be absolutely unaffected by ones
background and obtained knowledge, whether it hegpal or academic. In doing research
one is dependent on applying existing academicrigbeand perceptions, and a main focus is
often to actively use the knowledge and insighte bas gained from exploring existing
literature on the subject. As for my own projectTiaganga, | utilize scientific knowledge
about tourism and social action produced by rebeasc trying to reveal to what extent these
theories and proposed ‘truths’ are consistent wiyh own findings. The following sub-
chapters will explore the process of gathering dataterial in Taganga, and the
methodological choices and challenges | met duhrggprocess.

4.3 Statuses and roles in the field work

Taganga is a very small and lucid village. Withfdaar to five thousand inhabitants, everyone
living in the village knows each other and is eyamiliar with the workers migrating to
Taganga every day. Taganga is geographically Iddate valley surrounded by mountains.
There is only one road connecting Taganga to theriex world, namely the winding road
crossing the mountain and leading to the big citganta Marta. In the face of this, no one
arrives or stop by Taganga without intentions. Hmeount of visitors is limited, which
thereby makes it easy to classify who are insidasoutsiders in Taganga.

From all people staying in Taganga you get judged &reated somehow differently

according to which group of people you are spengmg time or talking with. In this sub-
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chapter | urge to clarify and share my reflectiansund what statuses and roles that exist in
Taganga and by which | was personally connectedAtb.scientists develop and keep
different roles and statuses in the areas andtisiigawhere they do research, and they are
most likely to change back and forth according ke tgiven situation. A successful
participatory observation, claims Aase and Fossask@007: 61), is determined by the
ability of the researcher to establish relationgganformants and to reflect upon the statuses
put upon oneself in the research situation. Toritedegree it is possible to create and shape
ones statuses and roles in the field, they cland,this is also determining for the information

made available for the researcher from the infotsiand the society in general.

Most statuses are attached to several formal dodmal expectations and norms (Aase and
Fossaskaret 2007). These expectations limit whacdepted in social setting, at the same
time as they can liberate a researcher into prigpteeres of confidence and trust with its
informants when the expectations are fulfilledthrs regard, it is preferable in participatory
observation that both the informants and the rebearhave more or less unanimous role-
expectations to the researcher’s status (Aase assBBkaret 2007: 63). In Taganga | arrived
with some statuses and developed others, someiof ititentional while others where placed
upon me by the people | met. | here make a presemtaf the different statuses | achieved

during my stay.

4.3.1 Backpacker/tourist

This was my first status arriving Taganga, andsbabartly kept this status throughout my
stay. Talking with other travellers and explorihgit experiences and ideas kept me in a role
identical to theirs, even though they were familiath my research. This is to say that the
travellers accepted me either as a person withvelter’'s qualities and earlier experiences, or
as an ongoing backpacker with a research projedhd specific and current context | was
seen as a researcher, due to my lack of recerl aavd time schedule, but at the same time |
had general conversations with my informants wieeedialogues were based on our common
experiences and understandings of travelling. phtame in a position of trust and fellowship
towards my informants, and my own stories and ti@a my time as a traveller inspired and

functioned as a mind-opener to further discussadomit this theme.

It is also obvious that the inhabitants of Tagasga and understood me as a tourist before

getting to know me. Nothing in my appearance contticate that | was a researcher in the
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field, and | even took part in many touristic atttes and situations, like spending time on the
beach or buying juice in a street-stand. | strorrglpember being very eager to express and
prove my positions as a researcher the first dagsewen weeks in the town, in a desire to
escape the typical ‘gringo’-label and to be treadd@teérent than every other tourist. This of

course turned out to be impossible, thinking allbethuge number of Tagangeros | never got
in contact with during my stay who obviously didtreceive any indications that | was

anything but a regular traveller passing by. Balsb realised that in fact having the status as
a tourist and visitor gave me a great opporturatgliserve and personally experience how the
interrelations between tourists and local inhakgdook place. | was personally subject to the
approaches from the Tagangeros and other Colombaants could therefore have a better

starting point for understanding both sides of tkiation.

Another factor withholding my status as a travelbertourist was that long-term foreign
visitors were commonly present and actually charatic of the town of Taganga. Even
though many local inhabitants or workers recogninedafter several weeks and observed my
presence over a long time, they had all reasorislieve that | was just another traveller
having a stopover and relaxing in one place for lalevalong with the many others in
Taganga.

However, my status as a researcher was also fanidraothers than the individuals I
presented my project to. | soon enough experietfeedpread of word and rumour, and my
project obviously touched a deep interest both fitbe Tagangeros as from the travellers

themselves.

4.3.2 Researcher and long term resident

My own personal comprehending is that the local ahggros more than the travellers
captured me as a researcher in Taganga. For theas k relative long term resident doing
research upon the society, while the travellerssg@eme more as a master student combining
my research and field work with personal interest anjoyment. This is not to say that | had
the impression that travellers did not take my gebjseriously, they were generally rather
impressed by its relevance and of the underlyitgr@sts and importance of the study. At first
many travellers were surprised by the possibibtgdnduct serious research upon a subject as
‘social’ and ‘informal’ as backpacking. Most of thegot however immediately interested and

engaged in my project after | had shortly explaingdobjectives.
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In the eyes of the Tagangeros | went from beinguaidt to be a researcher in the moment
they got to know my reasons for staying in theagé. Several times people introduced me to
other friends as a student or researcher, eagel tihem about my project. In the process of
constructing my status as a researcher it wastalswy benefit that | had previously visited
the village as a tourist, and that | was now bag&irafor other purposes. | knew the village
from beforehand and had a general overview, thoimgited, over the brief history of
Taganga. | perceived this as an important factorgiting tolerated and respected by the
local informants, in addition to helping me undanst their realities and meanings of their
place.

Probably my position as a researcher continuousiycgnfused by my apparent physical and
social characteristics as a backpacker (see 4.8m), my status shifted according to the

specific social situation even by people who alygdatew me.

4.3.3 Artisan

A third social group of individuals who are neitteemsidered locals nor tourists is the group
of artisans who get to hold a quite special pasitiothe Tagangan society. To identify them
as travellers could also be suitable, but neveztizehot fully correct considering their status
as workers in the village. | have had problemsifigcacademic literature which focus on the
presence of the many artisans at backpacker hetapdiatin America and the fairly unique

position they hold in the travelling culture as &@ohke. Without being discussed in my
conversations and interviews with them, | still dathe impression that the artisans in
Taganga were treated and positioned as touristisaeellers by the local Tagangeros, while

captured as locals or hosts by the tourists.

During my two and a half month in Taganga, thereavadways a lot of artisans around in the
village. Many of them stayed there at least as lasg did, while others were passing by and
only stayed for a week or so. The main majoritpalbthe artisans were Latin, including some
Colombians and a few Tagangeros. Generally theybeacharacterized by travelling without

schedule or time-pressure, and they tend to stageloin typical backpacker-hotspots to sell
their handcraft. The diversity of their handcrafniot extensive; most of them make jewellery
such as earrings and necklaces out of natural rastealthough | also observed a few making

crafts like hammocks, clothes and paintings.
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The social encounter with an artisan can be vetgnse for backpackers visiting Taganga.
The artisans are highly active in their approaclrawellers and are definitely a substantial
part of creating and setting the social atmosphretiee town. They are present everywhere in
the public space and are working directly linkedtdarism. As | will discuss in Chapter 5

about social meetings in my analysis from the inéws, the artisans maintain a special and
often highly controversial relationship with thevellers. Some backpackers felt they were
treated like ‘brothers’ with specific links to thegabond and hippie culture, while others
were treated exclusively as potential customergash-machines’. The latter was the most
evident in first-time meetings with the artisansi levery individual seemed to be treated

differently according to looks, mode of travelliregpcial skills and so forth.

| was in the beginning treated as a potential eustcand therefore a victim of obvious false
friendliness and different seller tactics. Evereafgetting to know them and telling them
about my position as a researcher, they continyausgid to sell me their crafts and placed
me in the group of ‘tourists’ opposite to ‘us’ (tagisans) and ‘the Tagangeros’. Due to this
assigned status, | got first-hand experiences wof ihavas like to be a tourist in Taganga, but |
was also very interested in the social norms argergtandings of the artisans which | until

that time did not possess any entry to.

It then happened, more by a coincidence than glaategy, that my hobby of crochet became
an entrance to the world of the artisans. | singtirted making swimwear for sale, and was
immediately considered a friend and “allied” of t@ted group of artisans, though being the
one doing the unusual mix of handcraft and resedfighintentions for doing this work were

simply to get to know more people and as a soatvity to get my mind off the research

occasionally. However | immediately came to ap@tecmy newly obtained status. From this
moment and throughout my stay | had more or lefly dantact with the artisans, and as a
researcher | acquired a unique viewpoint of thati@hs the artisans made with both the
tourists and the local inhabitants, in additiorobserving the internal norms within the group
itself. Even more interesting were the observatmisow both the Tagangeros and travellers
reacted and behaved towards me differently whildngga visible status as an artisan. This

notion is further discussed in the following sulutiea.
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4.3.4 Dilemmas regarding roles and statuses

The different roles | achieved in Taganga were bigexl and applied in relation to the
several social groups in the Tagangan society. & h@es were functioning and satisfying in
their own means and when used separately from ooéher. Social personal dilemmas
occurred however at moments when | was observed aitifferent role or status than
ascribed to me by the informants in question. Paldrly this became a dilemma after the
moment | inhabited the status as an artisan intiaddio being a visitor and a researcher. All
the artisans were strongly united as a group dveungh there were new arrivals almost every
day, and everybody quickly came to know each dblyesharing experiences and stories from
places and the road of travelling. They were chiareeed under the name “artisanos” both by
other Colombians and by themselves, and can bedin& the cultures of cosmopolitans or
world citizens. Hannerz describes cosmopolitanigrimtlude “the coexistence of cultures in
the individual experience”, though he maintains tttselectivity may be used by
cosmopolitans where “the individual picks from otlealtures only those pieces which suit
himself” (1990: 239). In Taganga, the group idgntif artisans was based on shared values
and lifestyles rather than nationality, and thesadly differentiated their own status from the
statuses and appearances of tourists or backpadkezs though the backpackers and the
artisans shared the notion of travelling and expépcultures and places, the artisans | talked
to believed they did so in a purer and more sdfilling mode than any backpacker. Having
a conversation or being in a social setting witr@aup of artisans, one would feel a strong
sense of who belonged to the group and who did Ihatas the artisans who set up the
borderlines between themselves and the backpackers, they used the others (the
backpackers) to identify themselves for what theyannot. These interpretations are however
taken on behalf of the artisans | got to interfarel talk with. I can not subscribe these
notions to every individual artisan as such, buteras an overall interpretation of the group

mentality existing among the artisans | met in Tega

In light of these social borders, it thus becanmedmow a personal dilemma for my integrity
at the moments when | met or engaged with bottb#okpackers and the artisans at the same
time. Spending time with Western backpackers oftetuded eating at fancy restaurants,
enjoying a drink at an expensive bar or wanderimg s$treets looking at the handicrafts;
places and situations where artisans never engagedg with artisans and knowing local

inhabitants in Taganga maintained my position \ligh artisans without social conflicts, but
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nevertheless my position with one foot in each cémag to a certain personal role conflict
regarding how to react on the distancing and bela&l expectations from the artisans.
Sitting with backpackers in a restaurant, it somesi happened that Colombian friends and
informants of mine entered the dining area andoperéd musical entertainment for the
tourists, expecting some pesos before they leftatinue in the next restaurant. It was
unpleasant to feel obligated to tip my own frierulst, at the same time | wanted to encourage
other customers to support the local musicians simalv solidarity and respect. | also
supported the artisans in Taganga by buying someeepiof handcrafts, which was at no
means the norm among artisans. The mix of my 1@des researcher and student, a tourist and
an artisan therefore influenced my local statusragrtbe artisans, who practically perceived

me as something in between.

The backpackers were much less preoccupied wittposytion as both a researcher and a
part-time artisan, and the characteristic sensancdiusion and tolerance found among
travellers in all corners of the world gave me uadHer role conflicts concerning my integrity
among the backpackers. As a matter of fact, mylmment with the artisans and the local
inhabitants in Taganga put me in the position form other backpackers about the town and
place Taganga in general and about daily happenexgnts etc. They were also in the

position to meet and interact with local Colombi&psesented them to.

4.4 Doing research in Taganga

The gqualitative research methods | chose to suiesani Taganga were basically interviews
and conversations with informants together withtipgorant observation of the daily life in
Taganga. Kearns points out that “the goal of p@dict observation is developing
understanding through being part of the spontanditgveryday interactions” (2005: 195),
and understanding also became an important aimyolunstructured and semi-structured
interviews. The objectives for my research are tmtmake generalizations from a
representative sample, but rather | seek a widgerar variation in the empirical data to
further search for analytical categories and motteds can capture this variation (Gustafson

2000: 9). Therefore, informants were chosen rangambrder to encourage such variation.

By observing and talking to the people in Tagangaanted to get a better understanding of

their lives and to what they gave meaning. In otherds, my main concern was to be present
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in Taganga and try to understand what was impordat the ‘real’ reality for the many
people finding themselves in the village. As | natged in the local community and became a
part of the vibrant daily life instead of being auntside observer on the sideline, | came to
know and in a certain way uncover many social \&@lumerms and conditions together with
my informants. In interviews informants could ofteonfirm realities and conditions that | to
a certain point had noticed in the society by olketern, where they then had the chance to
explain to me their reality of it in more detail correct me if | had interpreted a situation

wrong.

It is important to emphasize that observation m fibld involves participating, both socially
and spatially (Kearns 2005). Observing thereforslves being present, and “our bodily
presence brings with it personal characteristias mark our identity such as ‘race’, sex, and
age” (Kearns 2005: 197). Especially in doing crogkural research such factors can be
influential in the relations and trust establishedween the researchers and the informants.
Throughout my research period in Taganga | contislyohad to reflect and relate to my
ethnicity as a white European as a possible olestacl'meeting the informants on common
ground’ more than to my sex as a female despiteghiei a continent coloured bgachismo

By this | mean that during my interviews, the inggien and sense of distance and cultural
difference felt greater interacting professionallyth the native Colombians than with
travellers of different European and American naldies, regardless of the informant’s
gender in either group.

As already mentioned, | used three methods forecttlg data in Taganga; interviews,
observations and personal communication. | willha following give a presentation of these

three distinct methods.

4.4.1 Interview situations

| perceive my data material as information and rmegnl| have been presented to through
conversations and informal interviews and | alsbele that my informants experienced it
this way. In many occasions these conversationg fdace without being expected or
planned beforehand, and | rather quickly got usethé simple method of always bringing
my notebook whenever | left my house. A casual dmathe street could turn into a useful
interview-situation, and while having lunch a resgnt owner on the beach would often have
interesting views on the development projects panby the municipality or on his or her

specific work situation. This is not to say that mierviews have all been a coincidence, but
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that many of them can be characterised as informiae benefits from this type of
interviewing are several. Firstly, the atmospheré social setting is relaxed and comfortable
for both the interviewer an the informant, and fbe informant the situation can be
experienced as a sharing of meanings and a mindeopather than one person interviewing
and asking direct questions to the other. Neveztizell applied a semi-structured procedure
for my conversations and interviews, where it wassible to “redirect the conversation if it

has moved too far from the research topic” (Dun®32®@8, on semi-structured interviewing).

If the interview situations weren’t created natlyalor example by displaying interest after
explaining my reasons for staying in Taganga, Ipfnpresented myself and my project
briefly to the respective informant and asked théthey had spare time for an interview.
Overall, none that | can remember rejected beirignirewed. Both travellers and local
residents were truly interested and engaged ireisence of my project, and many of my
informants actually thanked me afterwards for bnggthem to reflect on the topics we

discussed.

| did not make any contact with informants, resideor other persons situated in Taganga
before | arrived Colombia. | had prepared an ineemwguide before arrival, but ended up not
using it more than while transcribing my notes rageery interview. | had 15 in-depth

interviews with local residents living or working Taganga, and 10 in-depth interviews with
travellers. All together these interviews include iRdividuals who were active and present
throughout the interview. Additionally |1 have mafileld notes and used comments by many

other people being present or interfering in pafthe interviews.

My technique for ‘choosing’ informants quite randgrhad some obstacles in my interviews
with the local inhabitants in relation of getting representative selection of the whole
population of Taganga. My idea was that every singdividual living in Taganga was
potentially interesting regardless of their positiar occupation in the town, and that every
individual | interviewed should be listened to wathh being placed in a fixed category
beforehand. This scepticism toward categorizatiwas influenced by humanistic and radical
geography, where one stresses the uniqueness df ieaividual's experience and
understanding of the world (Holloway and HubbardP20 Similarly Olwig and Hastrup
(2007) have criticized the concept and study ofittcal areas’ focused upon by many

anthropologists. They claim that studies of cult@ar@as are serving the purpose “to display
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some similarity despite their [the cultures] indiwal unique character” (Olwig and Hastrup
2007: 2), which demonstrate an urge to classify andhpare cultural units based on
similarities rather than difference. Following Odwand Hastrup’s view, | recognized the
importance to grasp the unigueness of the livesna@anings of every individual | met, and
therefore not to choose informants based on thaokdround or personal qualities like
occupation, gender or age.

However, during my fieldwork my interest in talkingith different social groups of the
population increased as | gained more informatioou&the society and in particularly about
the seafront project. It became important to metlowith fishermen, restaurant-owners, day-
to-day migrants and workers in the informal secaonong others, to get their points of view
regarding specific questions and topics. | wasantlion specifically looking up different
representatives from these social groups and dbel@fore not entirely base my gathering of

data material on random meetings with informants.

4.4.2 Interviews with travellers and artisans

My interviews with travellers and artisans tookgadn a huge variety of geographical and
social settings. | got to know merely all my infants in this group through random meetings
in Taganga or through people | already knew befmmdh My approach towards this group
was often based on acquaintance or friendshipjranthny occasions | spent much time with
them prior to an interview. To get to know my infants most often led to better and more
fruitful dialogs, and spending time with them infarmal settings formed part of this
objective. It also happened that an interview sitmawas naturally created immediately after
presenting myself and my research to people | gdalk with, who were interested in the
subject and wanted to share their views.

In these interviews | also functioned like an imh@nt, giving the travellers information about
Taganga and specifically about the seafront projddth | wanted to discuss with them.
Sometimes | had to share some of my own pointsesf vin order to keep the conversation
going or to encourage the informants to contindkirtg, but in most situations | tried to
avoid this.

Interviewing travellers included a lot of groupteanviews, which allowed me to be less active
and talkative than in one-to-one situations. Th&dlers seemed to enjoy the effects of this
type of interview, and in addition | could focus maupon taking notes than leading the

discussion. | allowed the informants to talk andcdss relatively freely about the chosen
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subject for the discussion, but tried to follow apd introduce my topics of interests
whenever the discussion got too far away from nbyjestt of research.

4.4.3 Interviews with local residents

The interviews with the local Tagangeros can gdlyelee described as more planned and
subject-focused than my conversations with theettars and artisans. This is due to two
reasons. First to mention, the interviews with threup were normally more subject to
concrete planning rather than coincidental meetiagsn though the latter was also normal. |
had a certain vision of the groups of locals | vednto talk with, and for my study it was also
important that | got to interview a variety of wgrbups and people with different social
positions in order to survey the compelling underdings and opinions existing in the
internal Tagangan society. As already mentionedd to actively seek out representatives
from the different segments of the society and smwmework out who belonged to the

distinct groups.

Secondly, | saw it reasonable to be more concretle in my approach and in my questions
caused by the situation of mostly one-to-one inésvs with persons that for different reasons
were not as free-spoken and open to me as thdl&@verhis is caused by several reasons. It
is obvious that my background and personal chaiatits have more in common with other
tourists than with Tagangeros, which directs thenddmns for somehow having a
conversation from the same level of understandnthsamply of understanding each other. In
addition, | often approached the Tagangeros irr terking-hours or in their work-place,

which logically gave them less time to engage @isaussion or conversation.

This is not to say that these interviews weren’fragful as my interviews with travellers,
rather | conceive the information | got from thedbinformants as both the most surprising,
most detailed and most interesting of my total aagderial. They were very willing to share
their views and opinions with me, and | experientteen as genuine engaged and interested
in the matters | wanted to discuss. Additionallgytlgave me a lot of concrete information,
which gave me the opportunity to investigate incd#pe phenomena such as the sea-front

project more in detail.
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4.4.4 QObservation

Observation is not objective, whether it is pap#it or passive. One choosesatto see and
secondlyhow to see it (Kearns 2005: 193), which means thatroles as researchers are as
active in observation as during an interview. Imtipgpant observation, the researcher is part
of and active in the social interaction that isnigeihe subject of study (Aase and Fossaskaret
2007). One example is my participation in making aelling handcrafts among the artisans
in Taganga. | was part of an important interacaarong the artisans themselves and between
the artisans and the buying tourists. Likewise w0 conducting participant observation
when | was buying art crafts from the artisans, nvhgined the backpackers in their search
for souvenirs or in their social interaction of gaining.

Besides, passive observation was conducted bywbgehe social norms and values being
expressed in the interaction between a backpacdkeraafruit-stand seller, or by observing
what a typical day in Taganga involved in sociativéiies for the tourists. In passive
observation the observer has to interpret the tsitu@r happening as it evolves to her or him
from distance. One can interpret what is actuadingy said and done, additionally to body

language, non- verbal expressions and appearance.

4.4 5 Personal Communication

By personal communication | refer to the countl@gissussions and conversations | had with
people in Taganga outside the interview setting ddnversations were characterized as two-
fold; both | and the other participant shared megsiand understandings with each other.
These small ‘street- chats’ turned out to be ctdoiamy understanding of the Tagangan, as
well as the traveller, society. From every indivatllitalked to, | got to comprehend better the
collective feelings of both the inhabitants and tirists in Taganga. Their diverse views on

social and cultural phenomena diverged into a cempinderstanding of the interactions

existing among people in the town.

| often introduced the subject of many of the dsstons | shared with my informants. In
many instances this simply occurred through expigino people my objectives for being in
Taganga. As already mentioned, the subject of nggaieh was a subject that absorbed
almost every backpacker and also many of the TaggasgOn their own initiative they often
wanted to discuss my findings or my work in a sbara unstrained manner. It therefore did
not take the form of an interview but rather a abaetting were they (the informants)
presented to me their feelings, understandings fymbthesis regarding tourism, while |
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shared with them my objectives for the study ad aglgeneral trends among informants |
had already spoken with. I must admit that thisrigigaof knowledge and understandings
were not always conducted on equal terms. | wasfooexample, to tell an informant about
how other tourists perceived Taganga, if this wasiestion | was interested in asking her or
him directly. In situations like this | normallystilosed the general trendfier the informant
had presented me his or her own meanings. My refasdhis was to try to avoid influencing
the informant’s statements, thus making it moreugilale that the informant expressed her or

his genuine perceptions without comparing themthemstatements.

Statements from informants were literally citedeafpermission from the informant in
question, and always after an informal discussiath wformants | asked every participant

for permission to use the material for my thesis.

4.5 Ethical guidelines

[...]You analyse to a fine point my art and music,

dance and composition,

horticulture and agriculture, pharmacology and teology.
Nothing escapes your keen eye and your pen redords

so that other aspirants to your elevated state

may draw on your findings and further explore thigicacies of me
...and perpetuate the invasion. [...]

(From Barbara Nicholson “Something there is...” citedHowitt and Stevens 2005:33)

The extract from the poem above express subaltéimues of colonial research in how it has
objectified ‘others’, and to how “Western sciencel a&cholarship have (mis)represented non-
Western, indigenous, and subaltern people and gidtfowitt and Stevens 2005: 32). It also
illustrates the ethical responsibility and the neegdrudence in how a researcher approaches a
community or persons being part of a research groja cross-cultural research one faces
challenges and differences regarding ethnicityss;ldinguistics, gender, race, sex, religion
and ideology, among others. Ethical research imaksciences includes privacy protection,
confidentiality, sufficient information to all infmants, ability to withdraw from the project
and informed consent (Dowling 2005: 20-22).
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Aside from these conventional guidelines, one niay meet several moral considerations to
be reflected upon. An example is the dilemma | méfaganga interviewing and interacting
with informants consuming drugs in my presencetbemvise confirming their use of drugs
in Taganga. The use of drugs like cocaine and oang is illegal in Colombia like in other
countries, but nevertheless it is a fairly commogia activity in the country and in the
region of South America in general, especially aghbackpackers. As a researcher | was
forced to make a stand at an early point whetherobid was to tolerate, observe and behave
neutrally to the use and sale of drugs by informafithe Research Council in Norway
instructs every researcher to prevent seriousdutigiations of the law through an obligation
to report such instances to national authoriti&s, the police. At the same time, when doing
social research one is automatically obligatedeattevery informant with an oath of secrecy
and confidentiality, both in order to protect evémjormant’s security and well-being, but
also, in my opinion, to obtain loyalty and trustlwones informants. At the bottom line | did
not comprehend the use and sale of drugs in Tagangaeriousviolation of the law in that
specific context, given the relative small quantifythe dealing, though | must emphasize my
personal disapprove of the practice. | chose tatedio the drug- dealing and drug-use as a
social and cultural phenomenon obviously very irdegg in relationships among Tagangeros
and tourists, and therefore in interest of my fislddy. In respect of my informants | never
expressed my personal opinions in this matter dxaepsituation where | was directly

encouraged or offered drugs, where a polite ‘nakkawould do.

Moreover also important, is the ethical implicaBoaf our own activities as researchers.
Research is a dynamic social process that congt@ndates new relations and issues
(Dowling 2005), and merely everything we do indighay have consequences for the actors
in the community. By choosing which actors to taikh and what knowledge to highlight, a

researcher may disclose or even determine powatiae$ in the community where one

performs research. Further, the knowledge one mexlin the research report or in my case,
the thesis, is capable of changing or determiniog Ipeople or societies discussed in the
paper are comprehended (Dowling 2005), whethess iainong ones colleagues, in the

academic community or in the global world in gehera

In geography and in the practice of all fieldwonkgeneral, there exists a “one-way traffic of
knowledge from the field (periphery) to the acadefogntre) (Kearns 2005: 204). An

interview situation, for example, is never a cosation between equal parts. The researcher
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defines and controls the specific situation andls® the one who introduces the topics and
reflect upon the aim and mode of questioning (KvaB96). The researcher and the
informants occupy different ‘speaking positions’ Bswling puts it (2005: 23), where they
have different intentions, social roles and capasitthus making their participation and role
in the research project asymmetrical. The reseadli@ys has a specific aim to carry out her
or his project, while it is often imprecise whae tinformants will benefit or whether they will
benefit anything at all. An ethical implication thg my fieldwork in this respect questioned
my ability to give something back to the Tagangammunity. As a project concerned with
vague and indefinable concepts such as place tgesdicial relations, cultural encounters and
power structures, my own intentions of doing resleesgometimes felt both pretentious and
meaningless. | quickly came to realize though, thatdeepest potential for doing research in
Taganga, in respect for what | could do directly tioe Tagangeros, was my potential for

opening the minds, thoughts and engagement obtta inhabitants as well as the tourists.

4.6 Methodological reflections and considerations

An interview with an informant in a social scierresearch project has a prior goal to find the
truths and meanings in the life world of the infamh— “it is an attempt to get beyond mere
opinions to true knowledge” (Kvale 1996: 20). Isisggested however that it is impossible to
achieve objectivity because of the social naturalbfesearch, and that qualitative research
emphasizesubjectivity and intersubjectivitybecause the methods involve social interaction
(Dowling 2005). How is it then possible to gaindrknowledge through subjective research?
First of all it must be emphasized that having mterview with an informant can give you
access to the life world and lived realities oftthecific individual, in other words his or her
personal true knowledge as opposed to universallieage. Secondly it is important that the
researcher is aware his or her own position, thesymorms and expectations attached to this
status and the power relation existing betweenrésearcher and the informant. Critical
reflexivity involves that one is aware of the nataf ones involvement and the influence of
social relations (Dowling 2005: 25-26). A simpleoate as for example classifying ones
informants, like | classified Tagangeros into nativagangeros and immigrants, can further
have complications and effects for how the inforteaeply on questions. These are of course
nothing but assumptions from my side, but pointdlitestrate the importance of critical
reflexivity and how ones own characteristics, s@ti@osition and relations can affect the

data material.
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4.6.1 Recording data

An audio recorder is the standard mean for recgrdiformation in qualitative approaches
like interviews (Kearns 2005). In my project it sesdl however difficult to use a recorder due
to my sensitive mode of interacting with my informt& From the start of the fieldwork |

therefore decided not to use an audio recorderyingy that this would create a tenser and
more ‘authoritarian’ interview situation. In facthiardly applied the term interview when |

approached my informants. Even though | alwayseprtesl my project beforehand | wanted
the data collection to take the form of a convéosabf sharing of meanings rather than a

questioning of informants.

This implied that all my data material originateenhi intensive writing of field notes and
reports during and after every conversation witbrimants. Though time consuming, | made
it a habit to sit down quietly after every intemwiesituation and correct and supplement the
notes | had made and reflect upon the informatioth statements | had been presented. |
experienced this method to function very well, touoccasionally it would have been
rewarding to be able to rewind certain conversatitinget more complete quotations. | still
stick to the assumption that a recorder would hatffected negatively the informal
atmosphere me and the informants managed to ateetey our conversations. | also avoided
being dependent on technology that has the pasgitml stop working during the fieldwork
by instead being accompanied with my pen and fikddy. Every afternoon | made a digital
copy of my notes on my computer and a memory stickase my original notes would get

lost or destroyed.

4.6.2 Language barriers

Additional to not using an audio recorder, | altmse to depend on my own knowledge of
Spanish instead of being assisted by an interpréte@wing the local language is priceless in
regard of doing social research and becoming aidensn the local community. Being
considered an insider enables the researcher ablisbt a deeper contact with her or his
informants and makes it easier for establishingttuli relationships. Obviously my ability to
directly speak and converse with my informants madileunderstandings of each other and
the exchange of meanings much easier. | was aldenprehend what the informants told me
in a local setting, for example concerning locapressions which are often difficult to
translate into another language. Additionally | Idobe sure that my questions were asked
how | wanted them to be asked and that the infotshaeplies were not interpreted by a third
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part before presented to me. Another point to emsighds Latin American’s fascination and
friendliness toward foreigners who have made thateo learn Spanish. It seems to illustrate
a respect on behalf of the country one visits ams researcher would probably not have
enjoyed the openness and friendliness the Tagamgaabitants offered me if | was

accompanied with an interpreter.

Last but not least, being familiar with the locahguage made it possible for me to carry out
observation in the society by listening to what veaing said and understanding what was
happening in the streets at all times. | wouldhrete the same overlook and understanding of
the Tagangan society and the Tagangan people wibleing able to listen, speak and interact
as every other individual in the local communityal$o distanced myself from the average
traveller by speaking sufficient Spanish, whichpeel me obtain a role and status more
favourable for my project. At many occasions | was familiar with the significance of some
words or expression my informants used, or altérelgt | could not seem to find the words
to express myself. In these situations all the Tiggeos were extremely helpful and amiable.
By using other forms of expression or simply otiverds we always managed to understand
each other, and | did not get the impression tingulstic problems caused any irritation or
annoyance among my informants. It must neverthelessmentioned that our different
linguistic background and capabilities are openiqg the possibility that 1 can have
misinterpreted or misunderstood my informants’ estagnts, or the possibility that some of
my questions have been unclear or irrational ferrtceiver. This is of course possible in any
research situation, whether the informant and éisearcher share the same mother tongue or

not.
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Chapter 5 Patterns and differences of meaning

After reading my data material from Taganga, |iseal have been presented with a lot of
both different and concurrent understandings. loskoto present the data material into
subject categories, and will present and discusanimgs from both the local residents and
the backpackers. However, | find it fruitful todirbriefly present to the reader the statuses
and roles | observed in Taganga, in other wordseagntation of the different individuals and
attached statuses a researcher or a given perstingihim or herself in Taganga is likely to

meet.

Among the Tagangeros one finds workers and ownkfsoth restaurants, hostels, diving
schools and small grocery shops along with fishesmnmeusicians and vendors of fruit or
crafts in the street. From my understandings ofsith&ety there exist no dominating power
relations or status hierarchies among the Tagasgéalready mentioned the differentiation
between native Tagangeros and migrants is cleamwithbut any references to achieved
status. Owners of diving schools, bars, restaurdmustels and shops are almost exclusively
of mestizo origin or foreigners, and the majorifytioem are additionally immigrants from
other parts of Colombia. Fishermen are highly retguk by all inhabitants for keeping the
local traditions alive, though they receive verylevels of income. Opposite to other studies
of fishing villages where fishermen often are lodkepon as “members of low-status,
marginalized households” (Béné 2003: 955), nati@gahgeros seem to identify as belonging
to the fishing traditions and to the fishery inelfsinstead of contrasting themselves to the
industry. It seems the fishery functions as a syrfdradentifying with the place and to unite

as one people (see Chapter 6 for further discugssion

The artisans in Taganga are a mixed group wheanites to place of origin. A minority is

from Taganga, Santa Marta or other neighbouringgels, while the rest are either foreigners
or from other parts of Colombia. Almost all theisahs travelling past Taganga during my
stay were of Latin American origins, though it alappeared some European artisans
(Belgium and German). The artisans are however, h@erceive it, a very homogenous

group when it comes to behaviour, norms, valuegustand lifestyle. The use of drugs is
extensive among artisans in Latin America, and alsbaganga. Considering narcotic drugs
like marijuana and cocaine being extremely avadlavld relatively cheap here, this may also
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be a reason for the artisans staying for long perin the town. Many backpackers | talked to
expressed low tolerance and understanding towarlartisans in Taganga, additional to the
fact that many travellers found them directly aringyand not trustworthy due to their

offensive seller tactics. The most visible group asfisans were the ones who actively
approached the visitors in town, and the artisana group therefore got a social reputation
based upon these individual’'s behaviour. It is havenot correct to claim that all meetings
with the artisans were of a tense character. Meayetlers established friendships with the
artisans, focusing on their common interest andeegpces of travelling, and the local

population in Taganga seemed to have no specifilicts with this segment of the Tagangan

society.

The tourists in Taganga can be divided into graafpsational tourists and foreign tourists (or

gringos originally referring to (American) ‘white man’), tugh the Tagangeros do not seem
to use any social discrimination referring to na#lity. Some nationalities among the

travellers, like for example the American or Israkhve special reputations and stereotypes
attached to them among the Colombians. Howeves,iat comprehend these reputations as
determining the hospitality from the local inhabis Nationality actually seemed to be more
important in the relationships established betwieavellers alike than between travellers and

the Tagangeros.

5.1 Social meetings or exploitation?

Colombians are often characterized by travellersoms of the friendliest and warmest
population in Latin America, and Taganga is by neans different. The costefios are famous
for their parties, their smiles and a trouble-in@@d, and both local residents and tourists told
me that it was easy to establish cross-culturalticeis. “Everybody is very friendly, it's like
everybody knows everybody. It is like a family,” svehe comment from an Israeli male
traveller. A Tagangan woman working in a small dtahthe beach shared his view. “We are
friends and we take care of them [the foreignessg said. “For example we look after their
stuff at the beach so they won’t get robbed” (I#ab82).

Some travellers told me concrete experiences winenefelt they had met local Tagangeros

on common ground; real social meetings. One aftermo a hostel in Taganga | was having a

casual conversation with two travellers, and onghefn told us about his experiences that

65



Chapter 5 Patterns and differences of meaning

same day. He described different Colombians herhatdon the beach, and how they all
surprised him by being so friendly. First he had mmeouple from Medellin who just wanted
to converse with him and practice their English. rdmembered they had asked him if they

were bothering him;

“It was so funny because they felt that they werthéring me! | said off course not.
Because it didn't feel pushy, | felt really comédite. It was all like natural. They even
invited me to stay with them in Medellin if | plaahto go there, and | wouldn't pay

them anything!” (Christopher, Canada)

Later that day Christopher had met a local artisan sold small paintings and started to talk
with him. They had talked a while about his paigsirand about art in general. Christopher
showed him some stones he was carrying, and detodgide the artisan a piece of one stone.

He told us that he had thrown the stone in thempiao it broke in two pieces.

“l did it because | just thought he would really@pciate it. And he really did. The
way he reacted to me felt very pure. This was a gogerience, and yea, it's normal

in Taganga.”

The small detail of the stone broken in two wasiobsly emphasized by Christopher to
symbolize a notion of brother-hood and sharing, aodording to my interpretation of the
story, he had felt that they had been viewing eshbr on equal terms. The excitement in his
voice also struck me as though he had achievedthorge proving that simple friendliness
and caring was more important than money and bssimemeans of having a positive and
real social meeting. All this symbolism Christopla¢tached to what actually took place can
probably be viewed as an exaggerated romantizafienoss-cultural meetings. Nevertheless
it is crucial to remember as researchers to pantin to phenomenon and happenings as
they unfold for the actors involved and how thegmiselves attach meaningful observations
and interpretations to their own experiences. Mynowterpretation of the situation is
meaningless and also uninteresting without examgihiow the actors involved perceived the
situation. To define this specific case as a realat meeting or not, | would have needed
access to the perceptions of the Tagangan artssalhwhich | unfortunately did not have. |
am therefore in the position to only present theasion from Christopher’s point of view,
which either way can illustrate as a valid exangfléhe way backpackers create meaning and

value to their travel experiences. The normal ralesost and guest (where the host either
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wants to serve or make money on the guest) werhignview absent from the social

relationship they had established.

Christopher’'s meeting with the Medellin couple liscainteresting considering the social roles
normally portrayed in meetings between tourists aatlves. The “consumption of local
culture” discussed in Chapter 2, is actually hevefold, happening from both sides. The
couple is exploring and taking advantage of Chpk&r and his Anglo- American
background to practice their English, while Chiidter on his side gets the opportunity to get
to know the Colombian friendliness and ‘represeveat of the Colombian culture outside of
the business sphere. Drawing lines from my own iptesv experiences from being a
backpacker in South America, it can be somehow mfaxdable to be in a situation where the
desire to meet local inhabitants on equal grousdsjected or made difficult by a feeling that
the other part objectifies you as solely a custoonex guest to be served. A backpacker often
senses that behind every friendly conversation éagglden expectation from the native host

to gain something.

This is not to say that a tourist does not possessnilar desire for a certain gain. Every
social action has its purpose or goal, where we Have to discuss different forms of capital.
The Colombian couple can be viewedeashangingtheir cultural value as natives for the
purpose of cultural feedback (in the form of preiaty a foreign language) from the tourist. At
other settings, natives will exchange the possybiior authentic meetings with economic
profit or sale, for example at a local market pla@ae can then ask if the exchange of social
capital is a more authentic or real social relatiban the exchange of economic capital.
According to the guest or the traveller, this ishably the case. For the host, however, it will
probably depend on the present needs, and whetieithie social or the economic capital
which weighs the most in the actual social setthagpther important notion with the specific
meeting presented by Chrisopher is that it occuatvéen two parts that are present in
Taganga for the same reason; both the couple andt@jher are tourists. This fact further
supports Huxley’'s (2004) assertion that equal $aektionships, unlike the one between
host and guest, makes it easier to establish ‘reaaktings where the two parts share some

common ground.

Another informant, Maxi, pointed to the differendastween travellers in relation to whom

the Tagangeros relate to the most. He describedntetings between the tourists and the
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locals as always involving the opportunity to dsibess, even though friendship could come
out of it. “It’s like first they try to get your mey, but later they all want to be your friend”.
He mentions his Argentinean origin as a determimirggter in his positive relations to the
Tagangeros. Thgringos (here insinuating all ‘white’ tourists) are notlatio establish the
same relationship to the locals as him, “becawsa h ‘latino™, Maxi claimed. In his view, it
did not matter if he did not share the same cultoaakground as the Tagangeros, due to the
fact that they are from the same continent andesharatin history. He explains that people in
Taganga to a lesser extend try to sell him hantaraf souvenirs because of the fact that he
is a Latin. It is obvious that he draws parallet$wieen the position of not being a target for
the sellers and his own possibilities to make fieahdships.

However, not everyone agreed to the image of Tamasa place to explore culture and meet
and get to know the local inhabitants. A TV repoftem Germany expressed disappointment
over the village, claiming the presence of too mhagkpackers and a lot of partying and

drugs made it like any other travellers place;

“This is not cultural meetings in my opinion. Y st meet hotel owners and souvenir
or drug sellers. This is definitely one hundredqest a touristic place. Here you

don’t meet the real local life of Colombia.” (Robidd)

Robin gives us a completely different understanding impression of Taganga, contrasted to
the harmonic and idyllic picture presented by migimants above. In the understandings of
the social interaction he presents, tourism and pifesence of backpackers are negative
factors at a place for exploring the local commyiaibd local culture. Robin felt he missed
the opportunity to discover the ‘real’ local lifgginting towards the lack of authenticity. This
understanding of the relationship between the tepnsibackpackers and the popularity of the
tourist destination correlates with Westerhaused &macbeth’s (2003) studies which
acknowledge the negative impacts of too many baikegya in one place and thus the change
in atmosphere at the place. Travellers arrivingTemanga will have more opportunities
regarding to meet and interact with fellow travedleather than to experience cross-cultural
meetings with the local population. This can bensmted to Cohen’s (2003) theories of the
post-modern practices of backpacker tourism totfay.is so that the presence of too many
backpackers in Taganga will reduce the possibtlityexperience ‘real’ meetings with the
Tagangeros, then maybe the social and cultural ropmites of the backpackers lies in

interaction within their own group?
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In Robin’s point of view, the important meetingsdike this include meetings between two
travellers, “anyone who can open my horizons”. dgssmany people travel to get to know
different cultures, but actually one learns morewtloneself and ones home country; “and
this is the good part of travelling, to exchangeasl and to think, reflect”. Robin here serves
us an important reflection. Are tourism researches preoccupied with the social and
cultural meetings between host and guest and ¢maging the meetings taking place between
the tourists themselves? Is it not so that a mgdiatween backpackers also can be regarded
as cross-cultural? As mentioned in the introductioackpackers are no longer formed by
exclusively alternative young people seeking tolerg understand and unite with an
unknown culture. Rather they form a heterogenewaspgof people from different parts of
the world with different backgrounds, often seekioglevelop ones self in order to “reflect
upon their journeys in ways that produce imagesetff and identity” (Galani-Moutafi 1999:
205, Sgrensen 2003, O’'Reilly 2006).

Paul (USA) and Alexander (Austria) had similar viéeabout cultural meetings, and claimed
one had to partly leave the tourist status to geeal contact with local inhabitants. “You can
leave the tourist status, which is important fothbparts. This will make real meetings, by
focusing on what is similar”, Alexander suggestedul on his side believed that travellers
should use and take advantage of their educatidnkanwledge about the world to have
positive meetings with local inhabitants; “one sldowalk with the people and they can learn
something if they want to. This is real meetings Seems like Alexander and Paul ascribe a
criterion of an escape of the host and guest- toléise notion of real cross-cultural meetings.
The social meetings should not be based on econbsemefits or business, but rather on

sharing of ideas or knowledge and social capital.

Brad, a third traveller sitting with us, commenteowever that he didn’t feel bad being a
tourist, as a matter of fact he felt lucky. Thisswapparently a common view among other
travellers. Travelling should not be seen as a dwrdnd one should not feel guilty or
responsible for the uneven levels of developmedt@wer mechanisms seen globally. The
best thing to do for travellers was to try to ursdi@nd the different life situations and societies
they met on their way and bring their knowledgekbhome. How travellers can contribute
positively, it was said, was to behave decent andelspectful for local traditions, laws and

customs. Alexander also found it reasonable taarpwer the local inhabitants’ desire to go
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abroad and live like Europeans or North Americdfi€ll them both sides of your own
country, also the negative, tell them that theylyedon’'t have to go there. This is to make

them feel better”.

These last comments from Brad and Alexander angiaggresting. First of all, | comprehend
Brad to be fronting a post-modern train of thouightelation to Cohen’s theories in tourism.
Contrasting the modern ideologies of backpackingsafaping ones own societies where one
feels alienated, Brad reflects a view where the téfagourist should not feel responsable for
the economic, social and cultural world situatitm.fact she or he should feel lucky and
exploit the fact that they have the opportunity &m@dom to go travelling and vacationing.
That “travelling should not be seen as a burderplies a hedonistic view contra-related to an
‘anti-tourist’ feeling (Welk 2004) sensed by earliifters and many backpackers even today.
Following Brad’s understandings, it is acceptedemnjoy a vacation and simply to have fun
without feeling guilt by the uneven social and emoit reality that one is actually part of

demonstrating by being a tourist.

Alexander’s statement, however, illustrates a dewuglof the Western lives and societies and
a wish to undermine ‘the other’s fascination wikie tWest and the modern. This assertion
supports the ideology of early drifters by undeirimgntheir home countries and the modern
life in the West. From my point of view his stateathe€an be interpreted in two different
ways; on one hand, it demonstrates a naivety towsedack of ability of the developing
world to possess knowledge and judgement conceiMestern societies and standards. The
statement illustrates (degrading) sympathy and pawards native people living in
developing countries, most of them never in theitprs to afford even to travel to the
neighbouring country. On the other hand, | beli@exander tries to make a point that one
place is not necessarily better than the othemdgine he wants to put our high economic
standards in the West up against our staggerinturalilstandards which are far more
controversial (like family values, divorce statisti violence, unhappiness, lack of spare time
etc). Alexander’'s opinions can be comprehendedeasinsents of guilt for accepting the
world’s social and economic difference. Brad on thiher hand belongs to a more
universalistic standpoint, viewing all individuas interacting and living side by side united

by sameness (Beck 2006) and thus having equalnstpldy for the world situation.
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5.2 From traditions and values to ‘easy money’: The belief and concept

of changes in Taganga

“There were no roads, no electricity. Everybody evdishing or selling fish at the
markets in Santa Marta. Everybody knew each otaed, you could go out in the

streets and sit down wherever with a neighbour @atdunch.” (Victor, 60)

In this sub-chapter | aim to present the perceptitthre local inhabitants in Taganga have
toward tourism and the social and cultural chartbey believe the industry has brought to
the village. It is important to acknowledge thetgaents existing in Taganga within its local

community in order to understand their hopes ferftiture and their behaviour and attitudes

toward the stream of tourists and backpackersiagiVaganga.

5.2.1 The intrusion of ‘outsiders’, drugs and modernity

The quotation above is from a Tagangan streetrsaehen | asked him to describe Taganga
when he was young, and it is a common descriptiom fadult and elder Tagangeros. They
highlight the primitive and simple life in a towrhere you only found ‘real’ Tagangeros and
where the impacts of modern life still were unknoviow the mentality has changed, from

family values to ‘easy money”, a chef from Tagardamed. The family composition and
traditional values have partly been lost with thewngenerations, highly caused by the
presence of foreigners and ‘people from outsidedmimon expression referring to

Colombians settling in Taganga);

“Drug-trafficking was the beginning, and then tlwrdigners arrived and possibilities
opened up for quick money and a different lifestylee children here go from being
kids to adults very rapidly, they learn how to @iphnd make money from the foreign
tourist [...]. The national tourism started arouncetBO’s and 90's where Colombians
came to relax and enjoy the beach. Now howeverfotteégn tourists only care about
sex, drugs and party. It is a destructive tourisnrélation to values and the way of
life for the Tagangeros. For example, the youtliaganga get wrong and bad images
of how the world is and how the foreigners beharel compare their own life to
this.” (Simon, 32)

A lot of my Tagangan informants told me that a canteason for the changes and loss of
values and traditions is the heavy immigration @dge from outside Taganga the last twenty

years. Taganga used to be a very poor village, veimeh the tourism expanded and the

71



Chapter 5 Patterns and differences of meaning

popularity and demand for land raised, many inlaaibét sold their land and moved elsewhere.
This is still a very common feature, and | got tthdt it is happening today to a higher extend
than ever before. All the Colombians moving to Tegain this period, from the 70’s and

onward, brought different traditions to the village

It is a common understanding that the entry of lmd¢odrugs and drug-sale are one of the
main reasons to what Tagangeros perceive as negsdsial and cultural changes in their
village. In the same decade as Colombians fromidmutstarted to migrate to Taganga, the
town was also experiencing the arrival of the heppilture from Europe and USA. It brought

a lot of changes, for example the consumption oh rand marijuana which is very

characteristic for the Tagangan population (as asfor the tourist scene) today. A restaurant
owner gave me an illustrating metaphor of the tlesiithe Tagangan people experienced

trying to adapt to these changes;

“These changes were very confusing and destroginthe population in Taganga. If
you for example are a farmer living a healthy amde life, the only thing you worry
about is to have enough food and to survive, andare happy. But then later you
find gold or petroleum on you land, and you wilcbme crazy because you have no
idea what to do! This is exactly what happened frefBaganga, it was a disaster. All
the money and the drugs that suddenly came intd bamormal people became too
much to handle and created big disorder. People mteviously worked in fishery,
most of them analphabetic, had now access to ‘easyey’, and their needs and
desires changed rapidly. It was like God arriveddae day, and then left the next...”
(Roberto)

Roberto told me how the drug business had appeaaedgeable and simple, but in reality it
was quite the opposite and many inhabitants chatigeid lifestyle completely only to be
unsatisfied and with expectations they could no¢tmalso the shift from being a matriarchal
society dominated by women to become a society avithtally different economical system
(see 3.2.4 ), impacted the priorities of the hookihand affected the everyday life of all
Tagangeros. “It was honestly better before withwloenen in control, because the men got
confused and lacked capacity to handle their pamer money, and also there was, and still
is, a lack of proper education”, Roberto conclud&ltlthe cultural changes described in the
above paragraphs can be linked to what Pratt (189®)s “transculturation”. It refers to

“how subordinated or marginal groups select ané&mhfrom materials transmitted to them
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by a dominant or metropolitan culture” (1992: &)isldescribing the process which has taken
place in Taganga where the native Tagangeros hdepted Western cultural institutions

such as patriarchy and a monetary based economy.

The increased sale and use of drugs and alcohdideasa consequence of the changes in the
Tagangan lifestyle and priorities. Worrying for thagangeros is the situation and future for
young children and teenagers in Taganga and hoyate being exposed to drugs in their
home village. A Swiss mother settled in Tagangkecetd upon the situation of her 12 year
old son and the presence of drugs in Taganga, different from another city in the world,
where you have to seek out the drug-sellers andragrities to experience with drugs. Here
in Taganga the sellers fingou and you are already living right in the middle thie
consumption.” Also a young woman working at thelk@n in a hostel told me that her sister
considered moving away from Taganga with her tear pé&d son, due to the high presence of
drug abuse in town. She claimed the local polieerat doing anything to stop the selling and
abuse of drugs, and that this is a critical issuhé local atmosphere of their town and not to

mention in keeping the families together.

5.2.2 Loss of tradition and local identity

We have heard Roberto stating the disadvantagesdérnity forced upon a local society by
external actors or factors in his descriptions @i/lthe drug trade entered the fishing village.
Escobar (2001: 162) recognizes the sense of loswaditional values and identity, as
expressed both by Simon and Roberto in the beginointhis sub-chapter, “as the most
immediate source of loss of territory” for many dcommunities across the globe. In his
article discussing localization versus global ferae relation to place and culture, he
mentions several other factors present in the loksterritory experienced by local

communities across the globe. These include: &) dddraditional production practices, b)
state development policies oriented by purely ewecriteria, c) internal conflicts in the

community, d) out migration, e) the arrival of pepporeign to the region espousing the
ethics of capitalism and extractivism, and findlyhe neoliberal opening to world markets.
These are exact processes present in Taganga atdihent, wherein many villagers feel that
it is intimidating and threatening their commondbientity and shared heritage. First of all,
the loss of their traditional production in fishesyin heavy decline, injuring their identity and
heritage as fisher folks. Secondly both the arrighloutsiders starting up businesses in

Taganga and state policies in the form of the Malguroject has put progress, business and a
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money-oriented mentality to dominate the Tagangeanyelay life. Contrasting objectives for
the future of Taganga has led to internal conflisise 5.3), and the growth in tourism has

made out migration necessary for some villagersugh earning good money by selling

property.

The capitalist society and economic system is atgwized, both by Escobar himself and in
statements made by Roberto and Simon. It is a confeetture all over the world that with
globalization comes capitalism, and capitalism b@sn endowed with such dominance and
hegemony that “it has become impossible to thinkiadaeality differently” (Escobar 2001:
153). Gibson-Graham (1996, cited in Escobar 2064) holds that capitalism is presented as
“naturally stronger than the forms of noncapitaBsbnomy” (like traditional economies or
“Third World” economies), and that “all forms of moapitalism become damaged, violated,
fallen and subordinated to capitalism”. Escobamlakpdor an orientation toward place- based
localizing strategies, in the form of social movense to cope with the challenges faced by
local communities in their meeting with the globide claims localization, as the defence of
territory and culture, can be obtained by engagénweth translocal forces such as
environmental or anti-globalization movements, imles to bring the development of a
locality down to local units of power and decisimiaking. The Tagangeros, though, seem to
lack social or political organization in order teiny the decision making and political
influence down to a local level. The seafront prof the Malecon has seemed to make them
aware of their weak political voices fronting thelipcians in Santa Marta, but it did not
become clear from my conversations with the Tagarggé they intended to do something

about this situation.

Erica (32) described to me how the daily life fuooed in Taganga when she was a child.
Men were fishing, women sold the fish on the makahd the exchange of food was
common. She reflected upon the sudden change imptioeities of her neighbours; “If
someone had rice then another one had some egsogether we survived. Now it is all
about the money. Tourism has made a huge ambitioget more money”. The comment
reflects nostalgia for how the Tagangeros havedqsrt of their solidarity and ‘brotherhood’
towards each other. The ambition to constantly eaone money was mentioned in many
occasions throughout my stay in Taganga and it seéerbe one of the core points to explain

the loss of their once shared identity and values.
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Apart from changing values within the local popidatthe last fifty years, the traditional
industry is also in decline. The decrease in figheiseen by the Tagangeros as an additional,
and maybe the most substantial, loss of local ilerilways referred to as the fisherman
village, this is soon starting to become a lie adergsng the many people sacrificing their
family’s fishing traditions and turning to touristd make money for their family. “The
fishermen have found it more economic to take sasirio Playa Grande and Tayrona (beach
areas nearby), and many of them also carry baclgsdmu their boats which they sell in
Taganga”, a seller on the beach told me. The sttens of an accusing manner; the
fishermen have been seen as Taganga’s proud gusrodfashared traditions, morality and
values, and now also they are seen engaging iimttadernity of tourism and in criminal
activities like drug smuggling. Strong sentiment® ainquestionably connected to the
tradition of fishery. It was also a well known fabat the fish stock in the ocean had fallen
drastically the last fifty years because of the akelynamite in the fishery in addition to
pollution from boats and industrial spillage froran®a Marta. This decline in fishery and the
invasion of other industries will be further dissed and linked with place identity in 6.1,

where this notion is put in context to similar sagdof fishing villages elsewhere.

5.3 The seafront project: developing or destroying Taganga?

The seafront project is referring to “Malecon Tag@hpresented in Chapter 3, and in this
subchapter | want to explore the different undeditags and perceptions of the project from
the Tagangeros and the travellers in Taganga. liapioto mention is the fact that all the
local inhabitants and workers in Taganga knew altimitproject before | talked with them,
although the information level among them was wvagyiNot surprisingly, none of my
informants among the travellers had heard aboupitbject, and | had to share my knowledge
about it before | could receive their responsesis Tihvolves of course methodological
implications, and there is a possibility that myywd presenting the project, or even jbst

presenting it, can have influenced their respoasésreactions.

In chapter 2 | already mentioned that | first gotknow about the project through an
interview. It was my interview with Hector, a 22ayeold fisherman living in Barranquilla,

driving to Taganga beach almost every day to $elhgs and ceviche. For him personally,
the project was the equivalent of privatizing theath and he assumed the municipality

wanted to exclude all beach-sellers. He was worhiedvould no longer have access to his
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work place, even though he was member of the Osgtion for Vendors in Taganga. They
had not received much detailed information from tihrganization, but it was a clear
sentiment among the members that the effects optbgects could be determining for their
future. Every time | talked with Hector again oe theach, he was curious if | had talked with
the municipality in Santa Marta or knew anythingrenabout the project, which proves the
lack of communication and information between thenmipality, the organization and its

members.

The President of the Organization for Vendors igdraa also used the term privatization to
describe the aims of the project from the muniaipalAccording to the municipality it is

legal” she answered frustrated when asked if tlais possible in relation to the law. The term
privatization was used by several Tagangeros caedé¢o the vendors’ organization, and the
negative connotations to the word seemed more mgfanifor them than its actual definition.

It became obvious that the term expressed a pregamy among the Tagangeros working
around the beach area concerning their prospecke@bing their jobs and income. They
expressed anxiety for increased poverty due tolemadstaurants and fruit stands with less

demand for staff.

There was also a deep concern with the physicatldpment of Taganga; “We don’t want
Taganga to become like a small city, it has alwhgen a fisherman village and it is
indigenous land”. They saw Taganga as separated fiee rest of the modern world,
something to be saved and protected;

For the future | would like a Taganga without asjphiadon’t want any McDonalds or

commercial malls, neither | want big buildings amatels like they have in Rodadero.
Why? Because this is a small village. Taganga p®jpular and welcoming place for
everyone who wants to visit us, either if you havet of money or not. | do not want

this place to be like Monaco in France. (Rober&sstaurant owner)

In one interview it was said that the project wolbida disaster and a big mistake put upon the
local population. It got pointed to the expectedréase in taxes and an organization of the
tourism including foreign capital and investmenitse local Tagangeros expect to be overrun
by people from outside who want to make businesspt&s of the projects claimed that all
the promises of a cleaner and restructured Tagankyavould be realised in the beach zone,

which would be exclusively for the benefit and wddourists and the tourist investors with
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hotels and restaurants in this area. The Tagangdready working by the beach fear they
will be removed or excluded from their spot, aneythave difficulties to understand how the
same amount of people working in the restaurandsséands by the beach today will be able
to get a fulltime job in the new restaurants thenimipality have included in their project.
They fear that Taganga will be like the neighbaurist destination Rodadero, where they
have big hotels and tall buildings. One girl (28flected upon the possibilities the project can
attain in her village; “This is good [the projeat] the means that it will open up for more
employment, but this offer will not be as valid the Tagangeros as for people from outside
who see the opportunity to start business”. Thk Gfccapital, experience and initiatives are
constraints for the development of the native sg@é Taganga, and they fear their town will
be over run by people from outside without respmcknowledge of their traditions and

history and who will sooner or later force the Tageros to leave their own land.

Positive and optimistic expectations for the projaecre nevertheless fronted by some
inhabitants in Taganga. Many workers in the towseitor hope for and expect a considerable
increase in the arrival of tourism, which they ssean opportunity to make tourism a secure
source of income. An improvement in infrastruct@ed cleaner surroundings are also
important for some local inhabitants, though usutlle native Tagangeros mostly want to

keep their village in the same shape and condégoih had traditionally existed.

The travellers | met in Taganga had quite homogerattitudes towards the seafront project.
Simply put forward,they all thought it would be tteging for the local atmosphere and
attraction of Taganga, and they also expressed aymbor the local inhabitants who had to
adapt to the coming changes. To remove all theefibloats to a small pier at the end of the
beach seemed irrational to the travellers who cemed the fishermen and their close
presence to the everyday life of Taganga as tha’soprimer symbol and attraction. Also the
untidy, dirty and rocky beach was seen as the apelsarm of the place. Even though a lot of
the travellers | spoke with complained about thepeamfect swimming and sunbathing-
conditions in Taganga, they all in fact agreed tihiéd feature made the destination more
authentic and unique. Arriving in Taganga made fee¢ like you arrived into a Colombian-
style fisherman village were the local life in ateé way seemed independent of the tourist
industry. It can be abstracted from many interviethiat foreign travellers found the
Tagangeros to be “one big family” where some oftthgellers even found themselves to be

part of it, due to a unique friendly approach frdme host community. Observing the leave
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and return of the fisher boats every morning amerabon and bargaining about today’s catch
seemed to be important elements for the touristfaiganga, and as the fishermen sold as
much to restaurants and private households asvelkers preparing a barbeque at the hostel,

this exact activity was by the tourists consideaathentic and real.

A special point made by the travellers was addailyntheir assertion that a cleaner and
organized Taganga without the evident presencesloéfmen would be more or less identical
to dozens of other beach destinations in South Ameiaganga would loose its original

reputation and attraction and would probably attraore visitors from the spectre of mass-
tourists or national tourists. “Why does everythihgs to be perfect and throughout
intentional all the time?” was the comment of anekiwan traveller; “This place is messy and
dirty, but people love it and there’s a magic atphese around here | will never forget”.

Similar statements were also found by other travelland | interpret that western travellers
find Taganga as a nature-oriented and relaxingagraly from the trend in functionalist and

efficient utilization of space in their home coues: It was a shared view that the project
most probably would result in an increase of theber of national tourist or mass-tourism

arrivals, while the masses of arriving backpackersald decrease.

5.4 Constraints and opportunities: Different understandings of the

place

A set question in all my interviews and conversaievas to ask the informants to describe
the place Taganga. | wanted them to tell me everytthat came to their mind, physical
descriptions as much as feelings for the placé@rsense of local atmosphere. Before | start
presenting the severe reflections upon Taganga lamreetown, as a tourist destination or
simply as a place to be, | want to mention thatréflections and descriptions presented by
my informants overall can be categorized into twtegories; the place Taganga was either
described as a ‘place of constraints’ or as a glatopportunities’. | have borrowed these
two concepts from Eli Janette Fosso’s (2004) staflyouth migration from Norwegian
outskirts and remote districts, where she explavhith factors and relational meanings that
made some teenagers migrate and others stay in lioenetown. Even though most
Tagangeros and travellers were able to discusseftett upon both negative and positive
understandings of Taganga, every informant canalete have a main focus on either the

one or the other category.
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5.4.1 Backpackers paradise

I will start by presenting the understandings arehnings capturing Taganga as a place of
opportunities. My focus includes that a place ofpaunities represents a positive
engagement in the future of the place, emphasiositive changes and development. Like
in Fosso’s study, the community represents “positwvowing up conditions, close social
relations, safety, peace and harmony” (2004: 12btramslation) which are positive factors
for residents. Hector expressed the positive chafigganga had gone through within the five

years he had been coming daily to Taganga to eeitlee on the beach;

“Five years ago, Taganga was ugly. Now it is befaltil like to work in Taganga,
everything is pretty. It's a lot more beautiful kenow than before, and also more

money”.

Maria, owner of a scuba diving school, is happytf@ growth of tourists visiting Taganga
the last years and she is positive that the araf7&burists will increase even more, especially
after the municipality in Santa Marta start thelarp of recovering the beach and the
infrastructure. Regarding the fact that a lot ofdgeros are selling their land to foreigners
or Colombians from outside Taganga, she seesatveis-win situation; “The Tagangeros are
happy about selling their land because they needdbkh, and then they only move to another
place around here”. She also points to the fad¢tathéhe scuba diving schools, additionally to
almost all the restaurants and running business@saganga are owned by people that have
immigrated to Taganga, and highlights their impatrtacontribution for economic

development in the village.

Roberto also emphasized the importance of thegness in the town, despite his scepticism
toward modernity and capitalism fronted in the prag sub-chapters. He claimed the many
marriages between Colombians and foreigners hadtedsin a lot of investments, and that
these investments definitely have been overallrdeteng for the Tagangeros not least in
considering work opportunities. “In Taganga, no dmad thought about organizing the
tourism, and now all the businesses here are edtatl by people from elsewhere, either
foreigners or Colombian”, he added. He himself wam in Taganga but it was his father
from Barranquilla who established the restaurardgr ahirty years ago. Also the tourists
arriving to Taganga are seen as an enriching faotbis point of view, especially the one

who settles or stays for a while:
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“They are really nice people, they’re almost likeothers [the foreigners settling in
Taganga]. For them it is very important to take eaof the nature and be
environmentalists and things like that, and thatery important for this place.
Additionally they are very helpful to the commundly Taganga and help us
economically with different projects and funds. [THey really wish for all Taganga
to get forward and develop to something better.yTWwant a better life for all the

inhabitants, the best for everyone.” (Roberto)

One afternoon | got to talk with a retired fishemsitting on the beach, watching his friends
who were still in the business coming to shore witie day’s catch. He was optimistic
thinking about the changes that had occurred irhbiee village over the years. He believed
the level of children going to school had risercsile was a child, hoping that more people
with basic education will create more possibilities Taganga in the future. Also he claimed
that there were a lot more professionals and eddgagrsons living in Taganga now, like for
example doctors and lawyers. “Earlier we were didlgermen, but now all kinds of people
are settling here.”

In the category of looking at Taganga as a placeppbrtunities are also the majority of the
travellers. The general view, as expressed by oistBinformant, is that Taganga is “a cool
place to be, even though it's a backpacker plaSeine travellers were even surprised that
there weren't as many backpackers there as expedtte similar to other studies (see
Westerhausen and Macbeth 2003, Sgrensen 2003, I@'Red6, Cohen 2003 and Shaffer
2004 for further readings), many backpackers fotimeé:gative if a place attracted too many
backpackers. Referring to the tourism research affe@ (2003) and Huxley (2004) among
others, a place will loose its authenticity witle tarrival of many travellers, which will in turn
lead to mass tourism. “The best is if a place hdyg a few backpackers and not a ton” an
American male traveller told me. “Backpackers dre teason | like travelling, but also to
meet locals”. This support the research of Hux280@), where she points out that one factor
that can limit the contact a traveller gets with thcal host community is by meeting a lot of

fellow travellers.

Betty (44) described Taganga as ‘the wild west’ parad to her home country Belgium were
one has to ‘walk the line’ and behave descentttim fihe society. “In Taganga, no-one walks
the line” she says, “everything is possible buthimay’s for sure”. She thinks Europeans do

not realize this, that all the laws and restricsiam our western countries make people “unable
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to breathe”. Itamar from Israel is positively suspd about Taganga. Back home he had heard
many tales and stories from Taganga from othendsevho had been travelling, and it turned
out to be even better than expected. “Taganga hasyaspecial atmosphere, very magic”, he
says. “Everyone is friendly. Nothing could be bettere, it's already perfect”. He also
comments that the village is a real backpackereplaat he links this to positive factors like
the availability of music-scenes and the reputatdrthe costefios to party a lot. Itamar

concludes upon the life realities of the Tagangarabtheir ability to live modest lives:

“People here are very poor but so happy. That isatvhfind so amazing here in
Colombia and especially in Taganga. [...] Truly, | aeally jealous of them because
they are able to have this mentality and can Ihis tvay of life and still be happy. |
really would want to be born here and raised thaywbut I'm too used to all my

consumption and the capitalist society”.

5.4.2 “When you’re breaking the traditions is when you're breaking up the
village”

The quotation was the direct response from the Agga Imanuel (62) concerning what
changes the last ten years had brought to Tagamghjllustrates Taganga as ‘a place of
constraints’. The comment is demonstrating the isagmce of the changes that have
occurred and the importance the Tagangeros atbaeithHis friend, a street-seller afepes(a
type of corn-bread), supported his view and saat fhaganga is “a very poor family of
fishermen, who need to maintain their traditiongrtaintain their families”. | interpret the
maintenance of traditions to be something vitalKeeping the village of Taganga together
and alive. The fishery tradition is considered las tore characteristic of the Tagangeros’
history and heritage, and is also the symbol ofttiven today when | ask both tourists and
residents to describe the village. The Tagangezemsafraid to loose their identity, though |
am not certain if they grasp the importance of fisbery to retain their reputation and

attraction from the backpacking tourists in theiest for authenticity.

Some of the travellers | met in Taganga could dlyeabserve the downfall in the fishing

traditions. Paul (23) commented that Taganga “drbbased to be a genuine fisherman-place
and has now become a backpacker fisherman-pland’paints out that the genuine touch
probably got lost with the hostels and bars. Thasea why Taganga has become a
backpacker-place is because of its size, he conanéhaganga is small enough so the

backpackers become dominating, compared to for pbea@artagena were you will find a lot
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more travellers but far less visible”. AlexandeB)3s more deterministic in his view of

Taganga;

“It's going to be overrun; there are too many baekgers here. Everybody knows it is
going to be blown up. First it will be too many kpackers, and then mass-tourism.

It's like Surfers Paradise [a backpacker hotspoQuneensland, Australia]...”

He states Taganga as quite a touristic place visdgpgointing diving opportunities compared
to his expectations. He had heard stories from figgdrom eight years ago but everything
seemed different now. “I would have liked to conheser to the Colombian culture, but here

it is just party and nice girls” he concludes.

It is interesting and partly confusing the contragtand different views of Taganga | have
been served by the people | met there. While teeefman from Barranquilla told me
Taganga appeared more beautiful today compareddqéars ago, others would tell me the
exact opposite. Even though | am interested inlighting difference and mapping multitude,
some classifications of attitudes can however bseoled in the statements of my
interviewees. As a common feature, it seems tlean#tive Tagangeros are more pessimistic
in their view of their hometown, while ‘outsidersee the developments and changes in
Taganga as positive. | will discuss further in Clea® how the negative representations of

Taganga by its original inhabitants may be linkedhieir feeling of loss of identity.

Tagangeros informed me about the special reputdi@ganga had to deal with in relation to
AIDS. The town is said to be overrepresented witBD3 within its population, and it got

connected to the practice of what the Tagangeresdblves labelled prostitution or even
prostitution of minor aged. Here it is important ttarify the significant meaning of

prostitution in the local Tagangero context. | heat that the concept and practice of
prostitution refers to the situations were locagjdiageros find foreign boy or girlfriends and
engage in relations led by economic means (thralighers, excursions, gifts and so on).
This view is especially shared among the adult fgmn in Taganga, while the youngsters
tend to be more liberal to cross-cultural intima¢dations. The ‘deal’ in these types of
relations is described as fun without obligatiomkere the richer part (the foreigner) pays for
the poorer part (the Colombian) whenever they spiend together in exchange for intimacy
and romance. ‘Minor age prostitution’ will then tanen Colombian boys or girls of minor

age have romances with foreigners, often pretenttirige older than they in fact are. Some
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travellers describe these intimate relations astpution as well, but mostly among travellers
and young Colombians it is rather understood asanin situation for both parts who know

very well the conditions and the underlying normisthese kinds of romances.

Foreigners and Colombians from elsewhere in thattpuvho buy land in Taganga are also a
source to scepticism and worry for some Tagangedfgsn though the newcomers often
establish businesses and attract more investmeamnteynand tourists to the village, they are
also accused for pushing the native Tagangeroftiie society. A 26 year old kitchen-

assistant at a hostel shared her worries in arviete;

“What is happening right now is that many Tagangeseve selling their land and
properties to get money. Most of them have hugeatepdaily expenses and see this
as an easy solution. More than anyone, it is threigmers who buy land, mostly to
build up tourist facilities. It's not calm anymoie Taganga, and | can’t even imagine

how it will be in a couple of years.”

She explains to me that Tagangeros generally ddhaet enough capital to build up and
establish tourist facilities themselves and in nsefan income they choose to sell property or

houses, taking advantage of the increasing popylairthe area.

This brings me to another topic, explaining the&latinvestments and established businesses
by native Tagangeros. The costefios in Colombiasargly not believed to have the
knowledge or the requiring capacities to do busin&his seems to be characterisitcs familiar
to both the Tagangeros themselves and other Codomepiand is related to the already
mentioned reputation of the costal population tdazg people more interested in parties and
enjoyment than working (see 3.2.4). “When Tagangdrg to establish businesses, they
normally do not last very long because they dontw how to operate them. This is simply
something in the blood of the costefios”, a stuffem Taganga claimed. She emphasized on
the limitations produced by their tradition anasfyle of working with exclusively fishery or
tourism; “They do not recognize that the tourigtustry in Taganga only lasts for two months
every year (referring to the national holiday amghhseason), and have not realized that an
occupation like this does not make enough monewlforear around”. An explanation to this
assertion can be linked to the fact that a lothef tourist facilities in Taganga are aimed to

national tourists who only visit the town certairomths a year. Only a small part of the
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suppliers manage to attract backpackers who oféee klifferent taste and preferences than
Colombian tourists.

Another informant from Barranquilla confirmed thdgscription of the costal population in

Colombia; “The costefios don't like to work, they dazy. The culture by the coast is totally
different from the rest of the country. They cldieir shops whenever they feel like it, and
don’t know too much about customer service.” Sks® akferred to the alcohol consumption
to explain the lack of local businesses. She cldithat every Tagangero has “drunk so much
rum that no one can do business anymore” and daargh they know what it takes they are
not willing to do it. This image of the Tagangenbsis reflects the in-migrants own self

identity, using others to identify themselves.

5.4.3 Future challenges

A very interesting meeting was an interview witBwiss woman settled in Taganga for more
than twelve years. Katrina (39) had establishedak&hop and ran a hostel together with her
Colombian husband who was also working as a fisaarritager to contribute to the local
development she had started various projects amgpagns when she first arrived, trying to
better the life situations of the most marginalizgdups in the society, like single mothers
and poor families. Katrina also started variousjgmts involving the youth in Taganga
directed at their common environmental responsiésli She told me that she never received
any help from her neighbours but neither any rasc. “It’s like they don’t care” she said, “I
can do whatever | want and they accept that | dferdnt with different ideas and values”.
However, her practical engagement in the envirorinae in social help programs have
stagnated the last years, due to reactions towargérsonal involvement in private family
matters, in addition to personal frustration oaaking engagement from other Tagangeros.

“Sometimes | feel really irritated, frustrated arahgry with all the people and the
ignorance here. It is ignorance towards the envinemt, because they know perfectly

well not to throw trash on the streets.”

Her frustration and the lack of understanding aadi@pation from other Tagangeros have
impacted on her own engagement in social and ewalogatters, but it is not so yet that she
has given up. She embraces the arrival of morastsun order to give the Tagangeros new

impulses and for the mixing of different cultur@$e tourism can be a way of opening the

84



Chapter 5 Patterns and differences of meaning

mind of both host and guest, she thinks, and thisspecially important for the children in
Taganga who represent the future and the comingrgeans.

A lot of travellers viewing Taganga as a place ppartunities in touristic standards said to
me that they had chosen to visit the village bymmendation from other travellers they had
met on their travel or from friends back home. Bidars that did not get disappointed about
the place when they first arrived often said thagdnga was even better than they had heard.
Typical descriptions of Taganga are that of a gemsimall fisherman village with a relaxed
atmosphere and many travellers. Also the availtgioli marijuana and other drugs is known
by word of mouth, and many of the travellers sugggeshis to be a reason for visiting for

many travellers and also partly for themselves.

The notion of drugs and its presence in the Tagamsgaiety is hence seen as a destroying
and negative factor for the Tagangeros, while far travellers it is seen as appealing and
positive. | comprehend this as an important nofimnthe future challenges of the tourist
place of Taganga and for the villagers and theurtulives. The use and sale of drugs was not
a topic in my questions for my informants, but subject often occurred in interviews as in
daily conversations. | was prepared on the presehdeugs in Taganga even before | arrived
to the village, and it turned out that drugs arenaportant factor both in attracting visitors to
Taganga, in the interactions between the localsthedyuests, and in the notion of changes
experienced by a number of native Tagangeros. Burg fieldwork, | never looked up or
observed situations where narcotic drugs were @oltbught in Taganga, even though | was
approached several times by locals wondering ifag wWwiterested in buying ‘mary-wana’ or
‘coca’. These approaches to tourist or foreignerk tplace mostly at the beach by sunset
crowded with groups of backpackers, or in the paptburistic nightclub ‘El Garage’. A
decline of offer was normally accepted, though somes the drug dealer could be persistent.
The abuse of drugs took place in private settifigsHostel-rooms, in a bar’s lavatories or in
the outskirts of the beach. Sitting at the beaahigtit-time involved sporadic police controls

and searches on individuals the police found simjsc

When Tagangeros express worries for the presendrugftrade in the village it is directed to
the young population in Taganga who may be temptieddrug misuse and illegal sales and
partly toward the fractions of the local populatioday that is involved in the business either

as salesmen or as abusers. It is hard to deterniather the presence of drugs in Taganga is
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due to the demand from tourists alone or if thegdrmade its appearance to stay already in
the seventies and eighties when foreigners arraretl introduced cannabis. We know that
coca has been grown for centuries in the ColomBiaaes as part of the indigenous culture,
and now some traders or farmers find profit inisglimanufactured cocaine to tourists and

residents in Colombia apart from smuggling the dtogEurope and North America.
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Chapter 6 Analysing the senses of place in Taganga

I will in the following re-present and analyse timeages, understandings, lives, cultures,
identities and feelings | have been presented tmpynformants. The representations derive
from personal interpretation and are theoreticaflg analytically discussed in regard of sense

of place and place identity.

6.1 A small picturesque fishing village?

Through its symbol as a small, picturesque fishuiitage, | comprehend Taganga for
stimulating a romantic longing for the past ance ‘tinattainable’ in both the local Tagangero
and the tourist. Fishing villages are often seerbdotraditional, poor and simple, which
further can portray fishermen and fishing villages stationary or irrational (in economic
terms). Loss of traditional fishing industry andegticism fronted towards ‘modernist’
changes (for example innovations in tourism) hagadamically been linked to loss of
identity also outside the Tagangan context-ighing for Heritage Jane Nadel-Klein (2003)
observed a striking nostalgic call for traditiomvallues in her research of a Scottish fishing
community in decline. In Ferryden where she corgllidher research, the local fishing
traditions have had to succumb to the introductbthe oil industry. “Many fear that their
way of life and their identity as fishers are doaomend will be forgotten”, Nadel-Klein
argues, “that their villages, as meaningful placedl, be absorbed into anonymity” (2003:
172).

The notion ofmeaningful placess important here. Agnew (1987, in Gustafson 20€¥ps
meaningful places to emerge in a social contexttarmlgh social relations in order to give
individuals a sense of place. Collective and irdlinl memories are a vital part of the shared
identity as fishermen and fisherman-families inrffg@en, which is synonymous with feelings
presented to me by adult and elder Tagangeros.|[HKdele demonstrates how the villagers
in Ferryden address and associate their identity wheir place, as well as with their
occupation. | find it striking how this reality i8cotland so similarly reflects the reality
experienced by native Tagangeros. Being able tmdlaat they lived in a fishing village, and
therefore to see themselves as fisher folk wasslaim Ferryden, and similar sentiments were

expressed in Taganga in facing the increasinggbarrivals.
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Similar to the administrative power Santa Martadsadver Taganga, the big city of Montrose
has always been in direct economical power overyden. Like the Montrosians were the
ones introducing the offshore industry to Ferryddse, municipality in Santa Marta is now
right in the middle of constructing a new seafrionTaganga and thus inviting new segments
of tourists to arrive. Nadel-Klein explains how tlecals in the Scottish fishing village
expressed tensions and hopelessness for not beard by the authorities. The Montrosians
on the other hand could not understand this imalisesistance to the “inevitable march of
progress” (2003: 94) the oil industry in Ferrydepresented. The exact same situation seems
to be at stake in Taganga. The municipality offit&Santa Marta desires growth in tourism
arrivals for the inhabitants of Taganga, while Tlaggangeros themselves feel unorganized and
without a political voice in decision- making. Aspdained earlier in this thesis, | do not want
to label the Tagangan society as either modernaditional. Nevertheless it must be pointed
out that the Tagangeros seem to embody severdidred values and mindsets in regard to
how they evaluate economic progress versus prdaganat the past, heritage and traditions.

This notion may in fact be linked to the condenworatof the global economic system of
capitalism discussed in 5.2.1, where many inhatstemTaganga long back to a pre-capitalist
society not yet touched by modernity. Nadel-KI&0@3) sees the romanticising of one’s past
as an implicit critique of progress. “The commochfion of cultures and places occurs under
the relentless expansion of market economies (isitinsts as foot soldiers) from the global
core societies into the periphery”, state Hall dmav (2009: 147) in regard of the social
impacts of tourism. They demonstrate how the impéadlobalization in the face of tourism
is that places and people become increasingly .dlikéque characteristics are disappearing,
local traditions weakening and “consumerism is b@og the defining value of people and
places” (2009: 147). We have seen how both the aamiynin Taganga and in Ferryden is
and have been reacting toward such social chatig&s)g their personal identity to local
cultural identity.

The notion of ‘true’ native inhabitants is alsovalin Ferryden. Already in the 1960’s, when
Nadel-Klein came to the Scottish village for thestfitime, nearly one third of the total
population was senior citizens due to heavy youtih migration. The inhabitants still
remaining defined themselves explicitly as ‘truerffgdeners’ in distinction to the ‘incomers’
from elsewhere (2003). It is obvious both in thegdiagan and Ferrydenian case that their

identity is attached tbomeplace and not just place of residence as an agegeographical
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location. To belong to the villages’ shared identit is determining that one has direct
descent with the villages’ original inhabitants,dam-migrants are perceived as outsiders
lacking their shared cultural heritage. Thus theo teases in Colombia and Scotland
demonstrate a borderline drawn between us andsotsexplained in 2.1 by Rose (1995)
where groups of individuals sharing a common bamlkgd produce certain identities
connected to their home place. The native Tagasgdemtifywith their town when viewed
as a symbol of traditional values and lifestylesijlevat the same time identifyinggainst
Taganga as a symbol of tourism and modernity. @mesay that Taganga is “integrating the
local and the global, creating a ‘global sense latg” (Gustafson 2000: 6). No places are
isolated, Massey (1994) argues, and Taganga hpeaegpas a place of intersection where the

local population does not identify with the gloladtiributes of the place.

However, one notion challenging Rose’ theoriesarfsg of place is my impression that also
the in-migrants in Taganga identifwith the village. The immigrants in Taganga are
identifying with Taganga on means of being a susfcgédourist magnet where their own
work activities play an important role. Tagangdhigs a place providing for the in-migrants’
social and economical achievements. These are xhet same notions that make native
Tagangeros identify against their home-town. Thieywthe economic gain ‘the outsiders’ of
the society have managed to achieve as somethendhtive no chance of getting themselves.
Even though many Tagangeros work in tourist faegitnd are dependent on backpackers for
their daily income, the backpackers along with otletsiders are at the same time
comprehended as the main cause of the loss otitrasli The fishery is in decrease whilst
tourism is increasing in magnitude, and tourism amsbernity are easy to blame for the
societal and cultural changes experienced thediesdes. In addition, the in-migrants (both
nationals and foreigners) are seen as more orghimzeusiness, while the ‘true’ Tagangeros
lack political and workforce organization to beeald have any influencing power on their
own lives. This notion was directly observed canaowy the Malecdn project.

One would suppose that national identity would héoeed and created at typical tourist
destinations by identifying against foreigners dhdir culture. The Tagangan population
consists of Colombians from all over the countryt lthey still share two important

characteristics; they are all members of the saomnwnity and they all share the same

nationality and national historic background. leddiowever not seem that a national identity
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is valued at all in Taganga. The next sub-chapti#r discuss any possible and logic
explanation for this lack of a Colombian sharedidg.

6.2 Linking local identities to a deterritorialized Colombian identity

“As people reconstruct and perhaps romanticizer tbein past, they create a reality that
guides and motivates them in the present” claimdeNKlein (2003: 161). She maintains that
the sharing of memories is a profoundly social elgpee, which thereafter creates and
reinforces bonds between individuals and groups® 3laring of memories and a shared
recognition of the past seems to be present irldta rather than in the national scale in
Colombia, and from what has been presented in €h&pt am eager to stress that this may
be linked to the country’s violent history. Withcavil war lasting for over fifty years as a
result of a much older history of violence betweenflicting social groups, no one living in
Colombia today has ever experienced a nation irtgpedhe country has constantly been
coloured by violence, insecurity and shifting dolat powers, where the civil population has
not fully been able to trust its own governmenttfrex local nor national). In especially rural
areas, the control has been shifting between grotiise guerrilla or paramilitaries, and still

is in several places.

Pécaut (2000) has written an article about Colonapid terror which highlights how the
constant change of power and forced movement of gbeulation has led to a
deterritorialization of both the Colombian peopteldahe political power. He points out that it
is difficult to identify who is in charge in whateas. In later years, paramilitaries are found in
areas traditionally controlled by guerrilla, whitgierrilla similarly carries out attacks in
domains of paramilitaries. Lunstrum (2009), in keticle about the effects of civil war in
Mozambique, also refers to the deterritorializati@ppening in Colombia in her investigation
of the relations between territory and terror. Slaéms that the acts of terror conducted by the
FARC or paramilitaries will “destroy or deterritalize the lived and “everydagpaces of the
communities, terrorizing residents irfteeing and severing links between residents aat th

homes, land, and other resources” (2009: 887).
Lunstrum’s analysis of the effects of deterritamation can from my point of view be directly

linked to the Tagangan self identity. Even thougl tegion surrounding Taganga is not

experiencing serious political and territorial eistity compared to other regions at the
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moment, they have still faced national insecuribd aviolence throughout the country’s
history. | believe this unpredictability has matle Colombians relate and identify to a much
higher degree with their local community than wilieir fellow national citizens. Different
areas in the country have experienced totally giffeconditions and histories, and one small
village to the next may support and be controllgdcontradictory political actors or armed
groups. | can imagine that the difficulty of ungias a political state and superior government
makes it impossible to unite as individuals as wEtlus, the native inhabitants of Taganga
still identify themselves against the incomers frelsewhere in the country, because the in-
migrants do not share identical local backgroumagitions and values developed by the
Tagangeros. To trust outsiders from different atbas oneself has also historically been a
risk. Pécaut mentions the difficulty of recognizitige clandestine forces’ that infiltrate ones
settlement (2000: 135), additional to the risk &ewng your support to one of the armed
groups which puts you in danger of attacks fronir thgpositional enemy.

We recall from Chapter 2 that Edward Said has ptedia demolition of national identity due
to globalization forces, human mobility and theabshment of alternative local, regional or
global cultures. It seems that in the case of Tggdhis might be happening due to increased
cultural meetings in tourism and new social reladidetween the local and the global. |
additionally suggest that the violent history ofl@obia has made it more difficult for
Colombians to share and identify with a nationahitity. If we go back to the value of shared
memories in identity making argued by Nadel-Kldinbecomes obvious that experiences,
history and the past in Colombia are most easibresth between individuals living in the
same local community. Often, contact and networkssing local communities have either
been absent (due to the country’s topography omngeurity and danger entailed to public or
private transportation) or of a conflicting manr{due to contradictory armed groups and
drug-networks controlling infrastructure and commeation between regions). Additional to
the risk of kidnappings, robberies and the like pitity (except forced refugee mobility) has
not been high in Colombia. | believe therefore tloaial identities have been made even

stronger due to the lack of a common national itent

6.3 Capturing the cultures of Taganga

Tourism is a cultural phenomenon that “both impacisures and societies, and is shaped by

cultures and societies”, Hall and Lew (2009: 14Rintain. | would like to follow up with a
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similar statement, suggesting that tourism is &call phenomenon where thaurism culture
both impacts cultures and societies while simulbaisey beingpart of the place-bounded
culture existing at every tourist destination. Thiay be an ambitious statement, involving
that the culture of tourism (or of tourists) exisfiat a travel destination actually are affected
by themselves or alternatively ahother‘set’ of tourism culture. My point of making the
statement is to emphasize that one specific cultareexist at several levels and in several
geographical and hierarchical positions at the same. It is similar to how we can utilize
several concepts of place simultaneously, as we Bagn John Agnew differentiate between
place as a location, as a locale and as sensaad (8ee Chapter 2). | believe that both a local
culture of tourism and a local Tagangan culturepaesent and rooted in a tourist destination
like Taganga. A travelling culture is rooted to @aga because of the constant presence of
visitors in the town and because of the high numloértravellers who have already visited
and impacted the local culture and people. Add#ilynto differentiate between the cultures
of the host and the guests, we can also diffetenteetween the cultures of the native

Tagangeros and the in-migrants, who partly do dentify with each other.

The local culture (native and in-migrant) has depet through time and through the social
meetings that have taken place in Taganga includmag between travellers and local
residents. For every individual who arrives in Tiagg the local culture is to change or
develop even further. This is not to claim thatudtuwre evolves and develops exclusively
through cross-cultural social meetings, but ratbehnighlight that the specific travellers that
arrive to Taganga will meet and interact with aalazulture already influenced by and with an
identity connected to tourism. So when one disadbe social and cultural meetings
between host and guest, one has to remind onésgltite travelling masses interact and meet
cultures at specific destinations that by no meamsbe characterized as ‘untouched’. In other
words they are not authentic or traditional in semse that one can reflect upon their status
from before the arrivals of tourists even starfBdere are few if any researchers that study
imagined cross-cultural meetings in tourism at @éathat have not yet been visited by any
tourists. | am using perceptions, tales and meradream the pre-tourism era to tell something
about how the Tagangeros understand the changesngratts backpacker tourism has
brought to their culture. However, | see the |IoEagangan culture as it exists in the present

as a culture of mixed influences and of a rathebail character.
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The difficulty of determining and defining cultures in the fact that cultures are “dynamic
constructs that change through time and hybridiberwexposed to contact and exchange
with other cultures” (Warren 2003: 2). If the carttavith other cultures is constant, this
means it is constantly changing. | believe thithis overall case in Taganga. My informants
have through their memories and tales from a diffelpast demonstrated the changes the
native culture of Taganga has gone through withm last fifty years. Fifty years ago one
would find one local culture of mostly native Tagaros in the village, while in my
fieldwork | met several cultures present at the esdmecation. | find it fruitful to distinguish
between and define three dominating cultures ptesdonday’s Taganga; the local culture of
native Tagangeros, the travelling culture consgstih backpackers, and finally what | have

chosen to label the encounter culture of everytengrgy or being present in Taganga.

The local culture of native Tagangeros is aliveefoost through local stories, traditions and
memories. This culture functions as a local andoirtgmt way of identifying within a group

on the basis of excluding others (outsiders). T$tered beliefs and symbols’, as already
described as defining a culture, are in this chsestories and memories of a different past
and a pre- touristic local community. Throughouta@ier 5 we have witnessed strong
feelings and nostalgia toward this past, in additm a strong desire to carry on the symbols
of the native culture to future generation, desthitethreat posed by intruding cultural groups.
The travelling culture (or the backpacker travdtune as Sgrensen (2003: 850) determines it)

consists of travellers and the general norms, gadunel symbols that are shared among them.

The encounter culture of everyone staying in Tagasdinally the culture that determines the
specific cultural identity and belonging experiethdgy people present in the village at any
moment. It is an ‘open’ culture, where new membeames accepted on a daily basis while
others may disappear when leaving for the nextrtssin. It is also a culture where one can
expect to find internal conflicting place ident#jeas its members originate from radically
different backgrounds. Through memories thouglveltars are able to re-create their cultural
identity to this group. Every place has its own @phere, and the atmosphere of Taganga is
as much formed by the travelling culture as byldeal. The encounter culture is therefore
meant to include everyone who identifies at ontherother level with Taganga as a place and
as a tourist destination. Even though we have heatid/e Tagangeros expressing their
feeling of loss of traditions and values once alivéhe town, the same individuals have also

expressed gratitude toward the encounters withbukpackers and proud sentiments over
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their home town. Equally in-migrants find meaningthwtheir work and life in a town
developed to be a popular backpacker destinatiod,they have also embraced the place
Taganga as their home and land. Even though thgynoiishare memories and sentiments
with native Tagangeros concerning the past andtyistogether they have nevertheless
managed to gather as one unit to supply facildmes$ experiences to their visitors and engage
with each other peacefully. Finally, we have helaadkpackers feeling as being part of the
Tagangan society, as they are ‘one big family’. WMaackpackers manage to identify with
the local life in the village and contribute in lgaroutines and traditions, as for example

buying fish right off the fisher boats.

6.4 Capturing the identities in Taganga

Tagangeros as well as Colombians are in a prodadsrifying as a host community and as
a host nation. The backpackers are on their siciagachallenges to differentiate themselves
from the mass tourists. While culture is somehoWectve, shared by a social group (in

many instances also bound to a limited geograplaies), identity and identification is more

an individual and personal process, differentiatamgong human actors that may belong to
the same culture. Within one cultural whole, to asteerm applied by Olwig and Hastrup

(2007), one can find multiple identities and sersfeglace (as already mentioned in Chapter
1). The process of identifying for every individual however influenced greatly on the

collective cultures and power hierarchies founewary place.

The identity making of everyone settled in Tagang#ives or in-migrants, has in the latest
years been coloured by spesific national and lgoaditions. | have already suggested the
impacts made by the long-lasting presence of vadem Colombia on the differences
established between native and outside identityvéver all Colombians live currently under
a national government which has improved the rejmuntaf Colombia’s security to a much
higher degree than any government in the past laasged. The general belief that Colombia
is now a safer country to stay and travel in haslemaore tourists arrive and Colombia is
established as an up and coming tourist destina@mombia is definitely in a process of
social change, which is vital for how to identify a Colombian citizen. In the local scene, the
huge arrival of backpackers to Taganga the lasttiivten years has forced the Tagangeros to
relate and identify to the fact that they have beedosts. Overall they share a collective
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identity as a host community, even though some dg@as more than others individually
identify as hosts due to their occupation in theiss industry.

Speaking of travellers, they are often seen ashongogenous group by the locals. Not even
nationality or occupation seems to distinguish trageller from the other in the eyes of the

locals; they automatically belong to the same statd group identity. Personal qualities and
characteristics are insignificant for the host camity and everyone are treated more or less
the same way. | want to suggest that this mighthbeexplanation why there exist strong ties
and identity-sharing among the backpackers. Bec#lusg are treated the same way by
everyone they meet, they intuitively create shadedtities based on both their behaviour and
the expectations met by local inhabitants. We hseen in the previous chapter how some
travellers | met in Taganga have clear definitionsvhat constitutes a tourist, a backpacker, a
vagabond and so on. How they place themselves ant of these identities is further

determinant by the behaviour of other individuadentifying with the same group. For

example, the artisans in Taganga shared some coraaloes and norms for how to travel

and lead ones life, and to identify with this grqepen though one actually did not make art
crafts as was the case with Maxi from Argentinag aras expected to follow these norms of

behaviour.

This constant process of identifying whether yoaiabackpacker, a vagabond, a traveller etc,
or whether this matters at all, is the social ratwithin the travelling culture and in the
meeting between travellers. As mentioned earlighis paper, | believe it can be maintained
that cross-cultural meetings also occur in the mgstbetween backpackers. Different
travelling identities are being produced, negotiai@nd reproduced constantly as it is with

local host identities.

6.5 The bilateral image of the traveller

As we are getting close to the last pages of tlesishthere is one last notion from the
interviews and experiences in my fieldwork thatded¢o be analysed. As | discussed in
Chapter 4 regarding dilemmas in the field, | exgeced constant changes of statuses
throughout my stay. These changes became dilemmastal the expectations the native
Tagangeros and especially the artisans had towardote and person in the Tagangan

community. | was more tolerated and accepted irratg/as a researcher or an insider in the
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community as opposite to when | engaged and speatwith backpackers. It strikes me that
the reasons behind the rather strong expectatiodsa#titudes from the artisans and the
natives toward my statuses may lie in their sefiggage and their strong ties to Taganga as a
fisherman village. As illustrated in the previousoshapters, the native Tagangeros, and |
believe also the shared identity and culture ofattisans, give meaning to Taganga as a place
attached to traditional values, heritage and a ®stdvay of life.

Artisans desire to be recognized by poor economgama and an economic and modest
lifestyle. In addition they tend to value traditadrart and indigenous heritage which is visible
in their own art craft. Taganga may therefore fiorcas an imagined ‘hometown’ for them as
a social group, where they identify with and resgbe local Tagangeros by their way of
leading their lives. This can be linked to my dission of the use of staged authenticity in the
Japanese travel industry in Chapter 1, where ‘howr@t becomes a place to identify with
rather than ones actual place of origins. Wherkéadd agangeros to describe their hometown
they focused upon characteristics typical for tteglitional Tagangan lifestyle rather than
today’s reality coloured by modernism and tourigineir identification with the town lay in

its past and its traditions and values. Tourisng, la@nce also backpackers, were modelled as
the intrusion of modernity and the elimination efitage, shared identity and social values.
Therefore both the native Tagangeros and the mstisdentified against Taganga as a
representation of a tourist destination. The naliagangeros expressed desires to maintain
and protect their traditions and traditional idees, and all individuals outside the boundaries
of ‘us’ were experienced as threatening, includoth the tourists, the in-migrants and hence
myself when | inherited the status as a backpadkes.in-migrants, on the other hand, have
embraced tourism and what might else come from mmitgeand have in this way managed
to develop along with developmental ‘modern’ changdowever, also this group of the
Tagangan society expressed worry and disapprovdhefuse of drugs connected to the
backpacker tourism, and are thus able to see dgademet by modernity and an exposed

community.

To summarize, the travellers were both embracedhbdentied for the societal impacts they
had on the local Tagangan community. Even thougy thnet scepticism from native

inhabitants and artisans, they nevertheless fumetias the livelihood for them. If it was not
for the backpacking tourists, the place Tagangddooot persist as it does today and the local

population would have needed to find another soafdeiing. The artisans would neither be
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able to live their lives as they do if it was nor the customers found in the backpacker
masses. The criticism fronted by these two grogpthérefore only one part of a bilateral
situation, where actually the backpackers funcéerheir source of income at the same time

as they are being apprehended as the responsibls &ur ‘the fall of the town'.

6.6 Taganga as a meaningful place

In the beginning of this chapter, Nadel-Klein destoates how the notion of meaningful
places is important for the existence of local elatentity. To relate this to Rose’ (1995)
theories, to identifywith a place presumes that one comprehends ones owe pk&
meaningful. Using place theories from Agnew (198v,Cresswell 2004) and Gustafson
(2000) discussed in Chapter 2, | will here analttse different attributes to which my
informants apprehended Taganga as a meaningfue.pMy analysis will be illustrated
through two figures outlined from a figure origilyapresented by Gustafson (2000) in his
article concerning meanings of place.

In the two following figures | have filled in thectmal meanings of place expressed by my
informants in accordance to Taganga as either lzerfisan village (figure 1) or as a
backpacker destination (figure 2). Both these vieiw§aganga can be looked upon as social
constructions, which I will outline in the followgnpages. The various meanings of place have
in my figures been categorized into three socialigs; native Tagangeros, in-migrants and
backpackers. The figure of Gustafson is hencezatlias a tool to figuratively illustrate how

social groups in Taganga attach meaning to thagell

6.6.1 Taganga as a fisherman village

In viewing Taganga as a fisherman village | haveuided the place meanings of native
Tagangeros and the backpackers. They are the tiiiraduunits considering Taganga with
the image of being a fisherman village, either gshgsical or as a social representation.
Taganga as a fisherman village is valid most thinastgries and memories of a different past,
through an image served by guidebooks to touriststarough the native Tagangeros’ self
identity. The symbolism and values connected toefig has thus become socially constructed
in order to preserve the inhabitants shared ideatitd cultural past and to attract cultural
tourism in the form of backpackers. | have throuyis chapter illustrated that native
Tagangeros identify with their hometown as a fisan village, whilst this image is also

served to and by the travellers. Families stilledily connected to fishery still exist in
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Taganga though, and therefore it must also be daksea physical attribute and not solely as
a social construction. In-migrants in Taganga do seem to identify with local traditions
such as fishery, and are therefore neither in tbstipn of giving meaning to Taganga
through this image.

Native Tagangeros Sdlf

——  Backpackers (Sense of
place)
Hometown
/ Memories N
Knowled Work Neighbours
nowle ,
of fisheryg Adventourist/ Eelatlves_t
explorer ommu\m \
Witnessing/ : —
observing Family’/
recognition
Fishermen
Traditions \
// Fishery '‘Real
Rurality meetings
[dyll
7 Authenticity \
AN
Environment | | . | | outsiders | [ Fishermen| others
(Locality) Isolation (Locale)

~_

Figure6:1 Meaningsof Taganga asa fisherman village.

We can see that all meanings attached to Tagargdnathis case centred around the
Tagangan traditions of fishery. One can see tleh#tive Tagangeros identify themselves as
fishermen connected to their rural environment,Isthiheir relations to others constitutes of
kinship, neighbours and community relations. Peopleconsidered as sharing their identity
are seen as outsiders or intruders of the so@espciety valued by its isolation and tranquil
atmosphere. Backpackers also value Taganga aslaeran village filled with traditions
and rural isolation. Their self identity as explsres demonstrated through their possibility to
observe authentic cultural life and Colombian tiads, and they relate to others (the

fishermen) through close ties (described as famalydl through the valuation of cultural

meetings.
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6.6.2 Taganga as a backpacker destination

Taganga as a backpacker destination is similagdg alsocial construction, where particular
meanings and values are attributed which appeahdoattract tourists. Valuing Taganga as a

backpacker hotspot is valid for the social groupbaxkpackers as well as in-migrants living

in Taganga.
— In-migrants
= Backpackers
Place of
residence/
Knowledge Work (host b
of tourism Neighbours
Backpacker Community
L (visitor)
Contributing to
local (economic)
developmer
/ Host — guest Meeting backpackers
meetings <
Opportunities ("contact zone’ -
(income) Serving
backpackers
Attractions Drugs A
Nature
Environment Tourist : | Host Others
(Locality) / facilities Tourists community (Locale)

Figure6:2 Meaningsof Taganga as a backpacker destination

In this figure, the attributed giving meaning togéaga is centred around the ‘contact zone’
where hosts and guests relate and meet (see &d)inTmigrants value and identify with
Taganga through the opportunities tourism servesntland as their role as hosts. Their
relations to others are also here through neiglshand community life, but additionally also
through their job to serve and meet the demands ftbe backpackers. Likewise the
backpackers expect and value the role of the oifm@sts) for supplying their needs, as they
are also aware of their own direct connection te tnvironment by contributing
economically to the local development of the toWirewing Taganga as a backpacker hotspot
they expect and appreciate meetings with other gedters, and the host community’s

supply of drugs is further seen as a valuableditna
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6.7 A hotspot in the future?

Through the analysis outlined in the two last cheptit is possible to predict future prospects
for Taganga concerning the development of touridvtalecon Taganga” stands as a prime
example for the future plans Santa Marta and laa#horities hold for the town. At the time

of writing, Taganga has probably been developeti winew seafront area designed for the
benefit of tourism and the local inhabitants wogkim this area. However, looking at the

responds from the backpackers | talked to in Tagamte year ago, it will be interesting to

pay attention to the course of tourist arrivalshe years to come. Will the tourist destination
of Taganga change from being a backpacker hotgpbetome dominated by national and
package tourism? It is a relevant assertion, githen fact that backpackers in Taganga
exclusively referred to the project in negativentsr believing that constructions and

organized improvement of the environment will desee the attraction of the place toward
backpackers. The authenticity of the village wilttdost and cleaner surroundings and
infrastructure will further represent mass-tourigrich the backpackers do not want to be
associated with. One can however discuss the dligdif these utterances. Like Cohen has
argued, backpackers today are representing incdoigadeals versus their practices. Even
though backpackers in Taganga expressed frustraiiohscepticism toward the Malecén

project, this might be derived from their share€aid within the backpacker culture, and not
from actual personal preferences. Additionally,avé earlier in this chapter argued that
cultures are “dynamic constructs that change thrduge” (Warren 2003:2), supporting the

possibility that the backpacker culture is adaptmgew changes in tourism and diverge also

internally as to what qualities at a destination referred.

The ability to adapt to changing societies and rmvnents is however more crucial for the
native Tagangeros. To be able to socially and enaradly benefit from the tourist industry,
they have to find opportunities to actively enrokie host culture. Being passive observers of
the tourism taking place in their home village vellentually lead to forced out-migration due
to lack of employment or to increasing prices oopgrty and daily expenses. We have seen
the native Tagangeros suffering from a loss ofiti@d and self identity connected to
modernization, cultural changes and the continuamwival of in-migrants, foreigners and
backpackers. Their shared identity as fishermen feser-families is hence challenged by
external forces threatening to diminish the culthexitage of Taganga. At the same time, it is

not clear whether the native population is blaming backpackers directly for the socio-
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cultural changes, or if the backpackers just sawean illustration for modernity and an
inevitable loss of the traditional society. Withethvords of a retired fisherman | met in
Taganga, “changes are a natural part of existemmbmodernity is coming up on us whether
we like it or not”. Globalization and capitalism keasocieties interfere and dependent on

each other and Taganga is no exception.

Lack of capital, know-how and political influenceakes the Tagangeros vulnerable to
authoritative decision making and shifting induestriOne way of reacting toward the changes
is through collective nostalgia and a longing foe past, which unfortunately will make the
borderlines between the different cultures exisimgaganga even sharper. | believe that the
native Tagangeros to a higher degree need to attaral cooperate with in-migrants who
already have established tourist facilities, sd thay unified can contribute and impact on

the development of Taganga for a  Dbetter future fall inhabitants.
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Chapter 7 Conclusion

In Taganga | found myself reflecting upon my owsgbilities to impact the life situations of
my informants into something better. When all iglsend done, what would finally be the
outcome of my work and project? As introduced ie beginning of this thesis, my aim for
the project was to analyse and question if and tl@vindustry of backpacker tourism is a
way to improve the life conditions of small comniigs in development, and thereby the
social and cultural implications in this proceseeoal was to find a future platform for both
the tourists visiting Taganga and the Colombiahslniting the village, a platform involving
development and cultural protection of the villaged the improvement of the living
standards of the Tagangeros, both economicallysandlly. | realize, which | also honestly
told my informants, that this thesis will probaldgly be read by some fellow students and
employees at my department, and that my resultsnetl directly impact or determine the
future development of Taganga. What | do hope,henather hand, is that my research has
influenced the Tagangan community by introducingstalities for the local inhabitants to
reflect and perhaps start negotiation with the mpality about their future and about the
future of Taganga as a tourist destination. Theilzabion of multiple identities and desires
is necessary and important in understanding a tyodleat is complex and far from
homogenous. The Tagangeros have created a shaneiityidand a backpacker destination
through the illusion of a fisherman village andimge tranquil life. This benefits to attract
tourists, but at the same time it has also prodgcegticism toward changes and modernism.

Returning to my main research question for thisi#)ethe arrival of backpackers and the
development of tourist facilities have definitelsoduced social and cultural changes for the
local Tagangan population. We have seen a resestand scepticism toward these changes
mostly from native Tagangeros with heritage ancthamethe village. This has been explained
through theories of place and identification, wheremories, tales and traditions are vital
parts for villagers to connect, identify, commumécand coexist together as a community.
Theories from tourism have also been applied tcetstdnd and analyse the impact tourism

masses have on a local community and what gainslisadvantages one can further expect.

Further we have seen that two different culturestimg and living in Taganga embody
different place identities, reflecting the importan of recognizing different social
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representations of place. While being part andndjvin the exact same community, in-
migrants generally identified themselves as hostsa dourist destination, while native
Tagangeros identified as fishermen living in aitiadal fisherman village. The identification
symbolises the attachment to the place. Hencethetin-migrants and the native Tagangeros
identified with Taganga as a place, though the place represerstatiaderlying these
identities were different within the two groups.

Through two figures inspired by the research oft@igsn (2000) | have managed to illustrate
that the culture of backpackers seems to identifit Wwoth these representations at the same
time; while being aware of their presence in a packer hotspot they simultaneously valuate
to observe and be part of authentic traditions ar@lombian fisherman culture. It can be
read as symbolizing their modern ideals and postero practices discussed by Cohen
(2003) in Chapter 2, both aspects giving meaninthéobackpackers in their own way. To
identify with Taganga as a fisherman village, theckpackers fulfil their demand of
authenticity and their desires to explore the umkmand experience real meetings with other
cultures. They do not see their presence as pratiefior cultural practices or traditions, and
are like this identifyingwith Taganga and its inhabitants. On the other handpyma
backpackers also value facilities and possibilijpgesented by Taganga as a backpacker
hotspot, in shape of parties, relaxing on the beawh meeting other travellers. The social
representation of Taganga as a genuine hotspdiaickpackers will at the same time make
other backpackers identifggainstthe place. These backpackers do not identify |avidh
Taganga as a fisherman village, referring to tr@as@amages tourism and Western culture

had caused.

Through my research | have demonstrated that lmmihl land travelling cultures are highly
complex, containing contradictive understandingslihgs and ways of comprehending place.
Looking at the phenomenon of backpacker tourisncallanhabitants in Taganga have
expressed both appreciation and condemnation, denating the different life realities as
well as power relations and conflicting identitiesing present in the town even before the
arrival of backpackers. Tourism has perhaps maee distinctions between conflicting
identities sharper, demonstrating borderlines draatmveen us and the others as witnessed in
the history of both colonisation, imperialism, ingration and at other tourist destinations. It
is important to stress that these conclusions byneans can be generalized without further

comparative studies at other backpacker hotspads dastinations. Nevertheless one can
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assume that the findings presented in this thesstypical also in other communities
developing into popular backpacker destinationgeeiglly in communities originally

portraying rural lifestyles and production moddsated in less developed countries.

104



List of references

List of References

Abdallah S., S. Thompson, J. Michaelson, N. Marké Id. Steuer 2009 he (un)Happy
Planet Index 2.0 — Why good lives don’t have td ttesearth London, New Economics

Foundation.

Amnesty International f6July 2009. “Thousands more people forced to ftemf

Colombia’s armed conflict” [Internet]. Available: &tttp://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-

updates/report/thousands-more-people-forced-flee-dtolombia-armed-conflict-20090716
[Accessed 28th August 2009].

BBC News 12' July 2006. “Happiness doesn’t cost the Earth’diinet]. Available at:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/5169448[Accessed 1st September 2009].

Beck, U. 2006The Cosmopolitan Visiorolity Press.

Behdad, A. 1994Belated Travellers: Orientalism in the age of coébmlissolution Duke

University Press.

Béné, C. 2003. “When Fishery Rhymes with Povertfiikt Step Beyond the Old Paradigm
on Poverty in Small-Scale Fisherie§Vprld Developmentol. 31, No. 6, pp. 946-975:
Elsevier Science Ltd.

Breakwell G. M. 1986Coping with Threatened Identitilethuen.

Brenner, L. and J. Fricke 2007. “The Evolution @icBpacker Destinations: the case of
Zipolite, Mexico”, International Journal of Tourism Researdbol. 4, pp. 217-230: John
Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Busby, C. 2000The Performance of Gender: an anthropology of edayyife in a South

Indian fishing village Athlone Press, London.

Cohen, E. 2003. “Backpacking: Diversity and Changeurism and Cultural Chang¢ol. 1,
No. 2, pp. 95- 110: Channel View Publications.

105



List of references

Crandall, R. 2002Driven by Drugs — U.S. Policy Toward Colombignne Rienner

Publishers, Inc.

Creighton, M. 1997. “Consuming Rural Japan: Thekdtng of Tradition and Nostalgia in
the Japanese Travel Industigthnology Vol. 36, No. 3, pp. 139- 154: University of
Pittsburgh.

Cresswell, T. 200&lace — a short introductiarBlackwell Publishing Ltd.

Devereux, C. 2009Colombia HandboakFootprint Handbooks Ltd

Dowling, R 2005. “Power, Subjectivity, and EthiosQualitative Research” in Hay, I.

Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geogra@wford University Press.

Duncan, J. and D. Gregory 199%rites of Passage — reading travel writirigoutledge.

Dunn, K. 2005. “Interviewing” in Hay, Qualitative Research Methods in Human

Geography Oxford University Press.

Escobar, A. 2001. “Culture sits in places: refl@as on globalism and subaltern strategies of
localization,Political Geographyol. 20, pp. 139- 174: Elsevier Science Ltd.

Etter A. and W. van Wyngaarden 2000. "Patternsasfdscape Transformation in Colombia,
with Emphasis in the Andean Regio&mbio- A Journal of the Human Environmevigl. 29
No. 7, pp. 432- 439: The Royal Swedish Academyaxiges.

Fosso, E. J. 2004. "Unges flytting — et spgrsmaldentitet og myter om marginale og
sentrale steder?” i Berg, N., B. Dale, K. Lysgagdfo Lafgren,Menneske, steder og

regionale endringerTapir Akademisk Forlag.

Friedman, J. 2007. "Simplifying complexity — Asslating the global in a small paradise” in
Olwig, K. F. and K. Hastru@iting Culture — the shifting anthropological oljeRoutledge.

Galani-Moutafi, V. 1999. "The Self and the Othefraveller, Ethnographer, TouristAnnals
of Tourism Resear¢i/ol. 27, No. 1, pp. 203-224: Elsevier Science. Ltd

106



List of references

Galeano, E. 200®pen Veins of Latin America — Five centuries ofgiilage of a continent
Monthly Review Press.

Gustafson, P. 2000. “Meanings of place: everydgeggnce and theoretical
conceptualizations’Journal of Environmental Psycholo@®001) Vol. 21, pp. 5-16:

Academic Press.

Hall, C. M. and A. A. Lew 2009Jnderstanding and Managing the Tourism Impacts — an

integrated approachRoutledge.

Hall, C. M. and S. J. Page 200@e Geography of Tourism and Recreation: Envirortmen
place and spaceRoutledge.

Hannerz, U. 1990. “Cosmopolitans and Locals in \W@ulture”, Theory, Culture & Society,
Vol. 7, pp. 237-251: Sage Publication.

Hannerz, U. 1992ZCultural Complexity — studies in the social orgatian of meaning

Columbia University Press.

Hansen, F. and K. Simonsen 20G£ografiens VidenskabstepRoskilde Universitetsforlag.
Harris, D. 2005Key Concepts in Leisure Studi&age Publications.

Hay, I. 2005Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geogra@wford University Press.

Hens, M. ' of December 2007. "A new hot-spot for the tourisiustry” [Internet], BBC
News. Available athttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/7120906 jgiotessed 3rd June
2009].

Holloway, L. and P. Hubbard 200Reople and Place — the extraordinary geographies of
everyday lifePearson Education Limited, England.

Holt-Jensen, A. 20045eography — History and Concep&age Publications, London.

107



List of references

Hooker, J. 2005. “Indigenous Inclusion/ Black Exsiin: Race, Ethnicity and Multicultural
Citizenship in Latin America”Journal of Latin American StudieNp 37, pp. 285-310:

Cambridge University Press.

Howitt, R. and S. Stevens 2005. “Cross-culturataesh: Ethics, Methods, and
Relationships” in Hay, IQualitative Research Methods in Human Geogra@xford

University Press.

Hristov, J 2005. “Indigenous struggles for land aoture in Cauca, ColombiaJpurnal of
Peasant Studie¥/ol. 32, No. 1, pp. 88- 117: Routledge.

Huxley, L. 2004. ” Western backpackers and the gllekperience: an exploration of young
people’s interaction with local cultures’ourism, Culture & Communicatioivol. 5, Nr. 1,
pp. 37-44, 2005: Elmsford N.Y.

Jenkins D., O. Marshall and R. Velton 200%e Rough Guide to South Ameri€ough
Guides Ltd.

Kale, S. H. 2005. “The Urge To Reterritorialize GAdobal Consumer Response To
Globalization?”ANZMAC 2005 Conference: Marketing in Internatioaatl Cross-Cultural

Environments

Kearns, R. A. 2005. “Knowing Seeing? Undertakings@ational Research” in Hay, .
Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geogra@wford University Press.

Kline, H. F. 1983Colombia — Portrait of Unity and DiversityWestview Press.

Kvale, S. 1996InterViews — an introduction to qualitative reselaiaterviewing Sage

Publications.

Lonely Planet Guidebooks 2009. “Map of Colombiait@irnet]. Available at:
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/maps/south-america/ota/ [Accessed 13 July 2009].

108



List of references

Lunstrum, E. 2009. “Terror, Territory, and Detegrialization: Landscapes of Terror and the
Unmaking of State Power in the Mozambican “Civil'aw, Annals of the Association of
American Geographeyd/ol. 99, Nr. 5, pp. 884- 892: Routledge.

MacCannell, D. 1973. “Staged Authenticity: Arrangats of Social Space in Tourist
Settings”,The American Journal of Sociolggyol. 79, No. 3 (November 1973): The
University of Chicago Press.

Mantecon, A. and R. Huete 2008. “The value of antibgty in residential tourism: The

decision-maker’s point of viewTourist Studied/ol. 8, pp. 369-376: Sage Publications.

Marks N., S. Abdallah , A. Simms and S. Thompsod62The (un)Happy Planet Index: An
index of human well-being and ecological impacindon, New Economics Foundations.

Massey, D. 1994Space, Place and gend&ambridge.

McFarlane, A. 1993Colombia before independenc@ambridge University Press.

Nadel-Klein J. 2003Fishing for Heritage: Modernity and Loss Along theottish Coast
Berg Publishers.

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 200%®w reasons for optimisngsue 1/2009:

Norwegian Refugee Council.

O'Reilly, C. C. 2006. “From drifter to gap year teai — Mainstreaming Backpacker Travel”,
Annals of Tourism Researctiol. 33, No. 4, pp. 998- 1017: Elsevier Sciente. L

Olwig, K. F. 2007. “Cultural Sites — sustaining@ntre in a deterritorialized world” in Olwig,
K. F. and K. HastrugGiting Culture — the shifting anthropological objeRoutledge.

Olwig, K. F. and K. Hastrup 200%iting Culture — the shifting anthropological oljec
Routledge.

Overd, R. 1998Partners and Competitors — Gendered EntrepreneprshGhanaian Canoe

Fisheries University of Bergen.

109



List of references

Paulgaard, G. 2002Ingdom, lokalitet og modernitdtniversitetet i Tromsg.

Pécaut, D. 2000. "Configurations of Space, Time @uabjectivity in a Context of Terror: The
Colombian Example”lnternational Journal of Politics, Culture and Sety,Vol. 14, Nr. 1,
pp. 129-150: Springer Netherlands.

Pollard, P. 2000Colombia Handbook- the travel guideootprint Handbooks Ltd.

Pratt, M. L. 1992Imperial Eyes: studies in travel writing and tranfiaration: Routledge.

Proexport Colombia 2009. “Campaign Colombia — TimyQ@isk is wanting to stay”

[Internet] Available athttp://www.colombia.travel/en/international-toufilombia/tourism-

campaignAccessed 6th October 2009]

Richards, G. and J. Wilson 2003. "Today’s YouthvBlgers: Tomorrow’s Global Nomads.
New Horizons in Independent Youth and Student Titaweternational Student Travel
Confederation (ISTCandAssociation of Tourism and Leisure Education (ASLA
Amsterdam: ISTC.

Roberson, S. L. 200Defining Travel: diverse vision$&Jniversity Press of Mississippi.

Rojek, C. and J. Urry 199Touring Cultures- Transformations of travel anddhge
Routledge.

Rose, G. 1995. "Place and Identity: a sense oeplacMassey, D. and P. JeA<lace in the
world? The Open University.

Roudometof, V. 2005. “Transnationalism, Cosmopaolge and Glocalization'Current

SociologyVol. 53, pp. 113- 135: Sage Publications.

Saether, S. 2005. “Independence and the Redefirofitndianness around Santa Marta,
Colombia, 1750-1850']. Lat. Amer. Stud/ol. 37, pp. 55-80: Cambridge University Press.

Said, E. 2004Humanism and democratic criticist@olombia University Press.

110



List of references

Scheyvens, R. 2001. "Backpacker Tourism and Thiadltvdevelopment’Annals of
Tourism Research/ol. 29, No. 1, pp. 144-164, 2002: Elsevier Sceehtd.

Shaffer, T. S. 2004. “Performing backpacking: camging “authenticity” every step of the
way” Text and Performance Quartefol. 24, No. 2, April 2004, pp. 139- 160: Routledg

Shurmer- Smith, P. and K. Hannam 19%brlds of Desire, Realms of Power — A Cultural
GeographyHodder Headline PLC.

Smith, N. and C. Katz 1993. “Grounding Metaphorwaods a Spatialized Politics” in Keith,
M. and S. PiléPlace and the Politics of IdentitiRoutledge.

Stokes, D. 2005America’s Other War — Terrorizing Colombided Books.

Store Norske Leksikon 2009. “Colombia — naerings]luternet]. Available at:
http://www.snl.no/Colombia/n%C3%A6ringsipAccessed 21st January 2010].

Sgrensen, A. 2003. “Backpacker Ethnograplyinals of Tourism Researctiol. 30, No. 4,
pp. 847- 867: Elsevier Ltd.

The Happy Planet Index 2009b. “About the Happy elandex” [Internet]. Available at:
http://www.happyplanetindex.org/lealf#ccessed 1st September 2009].

The World Bank 2008V orld Development Indicators — Poverty Datdne World Bank.

Thoumi, F. E. 2002. “lllegal Drugs in Colombia: Rrdllegal Economic Boom to Social
Crisis” in The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political @adal Sciencév/ol. 582,
No. 1, pp. 102-116: Sage Publications.

Twigger-Ross, C. and D. Uzzell 1996. “Place ananitig Processes’Journal of
Environmental Psychologyol. 16, pp. 205-220: Academic Press Ltd.

UNHCR 19" April 2006. “The State of the worlds refugeestfimet]. Available at:
http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/4444d3ce20.htfAccessed 28th August 2009].

111



List of references

UNHCR 2009. “Internally Displaced People Figurelsit¢rnet]. Available at:
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c23.hfktcessed 19th January 2010].

UNWTO 2005.World Tourism Barometeiol. 3, No. 1, January 2005.

UNWTO 2009.World Tourism Barometeiol. 7, No. 1, January 2009.

Urry, J. 2002The Tourist GazeSage Publications

Warren, P. 2003. “Farming, ruralness and nationliies in post-colonial societies”

presented afhe Roles of Agricultural International Conferer&22 October 2003.

Welk, P. 2004. “The Beaten Track: Anti- TourismaasElement of Backpacker Identity
Construction” in Richards and Wilson&obal Nomad: Backpacker Travel in Theory and

Practice Channel View Publications.

Westerhausen, K. and J. Macbeth 2003. "Backpacketsempowered local communities:
natural allies in the struggle for sustainabilibddocal controlTourism Geographied/ol. 5,
No. 1, pp. 71-86: Routledge.

Woods, M. 2005Rural GeographySage Publications.

Aase T. H. and E. Fossaskaret 208Kapte Virkeligheter — Om produksjon og tolkning av

kvalitative data Universitetsforlaget.

112



