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1 The one month exception happened in 1963, when the Socialist Left backed a vote of no confidence from the 
opposition because of the King’s Bay mining accident in Svalbard, where the government was blamed for having 
failed to maintain sufficient security for the miners. A new Labour government was reinstated one month later, 
though, with the support of Socialist Left. 
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2 The exception is the Centre Party. This party is excluded because their switch to the left bloc is relatively 
recent, which makes it problematic to incorporate into the time series analysis. 
3 As a result of the end of the Second World War, both local and national elections were conducted in 1945. The 
local election for that year is excluded from the observations.



10

Figure 1
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4 See tables A and B in the appendix for a detailed overview of vote shares. 
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5 See online appendix for data and data sources: http://folk.uib.no/st03889/
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Table 1: Model estimation
Full model Final model
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6 Also when the series are differenced, the variables remain significant, though. The residuals of both the 
differenced and the level models represent white noise. See the online appendix for more details: 
http://folk.uib.no/st03889/



14

Figure 2
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Table 2: Ex Post Out of Sample Vote Forecast

Observations Actual vote

share

Final

model

Benchmark

model

U

U
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U

ex ante

Discussion

ex ante

ex ante
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The fact that national unemployment stands out as 

perhaps the most fundamental economic variable concurs with international literature 

(Kiewiet 1983; Lewis-Beck and Paldam 2000; Wlezien and Erikson 2004). 
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Appendix

Table A: Left Bloc Parties and Their National Vote Share 1945

2009.

Election

Year

Left bloc

total

Labour

Party

Communist

Party and

Red Party

Socialist

Left

Source: (Aardal 2011a)
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Table B: Left Bloc Parties and Their Local County Aggregate

Vote Share 1947 2007.

Election

Year

Left bloc

total

Labour

Party

Communist

Party and

Red Party

Socialist

Left

Source: (Aardal 2011b)
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