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Abstract

This thesis deals with the transformations which have occuriRbirHi a Mo nt ant,
Romaniaafterthelate 19903 early 20008 when the mining company RMG&rived atthe
community with a plan to start an open pit mine in the ar@adhow thesdransformations have
influencedthe local$perception®f their surroundingfR 0 'Hi a Muwditstswrauhdingarea
has a thousands of years long mining history, but a pnejdtanamplitudesuch aghat
proposed by RMGC would have been somethingrecedentedot only intheregion,but inthe
whole country. The project was met by a strong cowntde opposition, since its
implementation would have involved the displacement of a few thousands of people, and it also
raised considerable environmental and economic concerns. \RithitHi a ®Mentammmuni t vy
the attitudes towards the company and itggutonvere anything but homogenous or stable.

Though the project was never implemented, since the company failed to get all the
approvals required for setting it in motion,
greatly transformed by the pegce of the company. Apart from the fact that much of the
popul ation has already been relocated, the so
changed, mostly due to the conflictual relationships between those who were against the project
and those Wo were for it. The transformations that this thesis centers on are those concerning
the | ocals6é relationship with their place and
relationship with the physical landscape as well as their relationshiph&igocial ones, or tlie
scapesas Appadurai conceives of them, looking at the ways the locals have used in order to
navigate the latter. This social landscape was an overwhelmingly intricate one, navigating it was
highly confusing and demanding, requisddlls that the locals needed to develop almost
overnight, and has strained the collective ps
Montant, but part of it took place in Recea,
who accepted to lecate, but also wished to remain within the same community. Recea is around
70 km away from RoHi a Montant and its | andsca
socially. Thus, while the relocatees in Recea had to adapt to their new place,itbosenained
in RoHi a Montant had to adapt to |iving in a
these relocations. But since the company has
inhabitants are in a state of insecurity: they do nokyetv for certain whether the mining

project will ever be launched or not
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Chapter |

Introduction

After 1990 Romaniab6s reservoir of resour ceé
companies. One of the most priced and sought after resource is gold, mainly found in the area of
the Apuseni Mountains, in the western part of Romania. This area is welinkfor its
resources, especially gold which has been exploited here since the Roman times. The place most
renowned for its mining history in this region, but also for having the oldest documentary
attestation in Romania Ro Hi a MStilh themain eason whyR o 'Hi a  Nboso wedl n £
known nowadays is in fact the natiande resistance movement that has arisen against a
controversial gold and silver mining project that was planned take to place there, dofnimat
2013, when massive protests tookep¥he whole country and even spread branches abroad,
voicing a harsh disapproval towards the mining projectRmdHi a Mwld Caaporation
(RMGC or simply, AGol do, as the |l ocals were
implement it.

This thesis dealsmainly with the ways in which thenhabitantsof Ro 'Hi a Mont an-:
perceive and are affected by tlaetionsof RMGC, how the relationship with their place and
their landscape was influenced by these actions and the strategies they adopted in order to handle

them.

I.1. The company and its project

Amongthe reasons whyhe projectstirred such controversy are the fattat itimplied
the creation of the largest open pit mine in Europe, the exploitation of all the resources found in
the mine oven very short péod of time (roughly 15 years) ands is commoln such projects,
the use of cyanidefor this project to tike place the people living in 2 of the idlages
belonging to the commune, nameRo 'Hi a  Mamdc Coana killages would have to be
relocated; the open pits were intended to be dug up into the 4 mountains surrdRindidg a
Mo n t,avinilé the tailings damvould be situateat the place where Corna village still stands
until this day; obviously, if approved the projeebuld havecompletely changéthe landscape,
it would haverelocatel all the people living there and chaxgeeir ways of living, particuldy
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their ways of subsistence. Apart from the environmental issues posed by sucassine
project, those who opposed it were concerned with the possibility of lsiagthey referred to

a sthefiRo 'Hi a Meritaged Apart from hosting some of the oldest underground Roman
galleriesR o 'Hi a Nboalsd tlee mdst of numerous historical monuments from the eighteenth
and nineteenth century (Ciobanu 200QY.:

RMGCob6s main sharehol der an dGabrieliResburcesa a | own
Canadian company which owns most of the shares (80.69 %) and is listed on the Toronto Stock
Exchange. The other shareholder is Minvesd Hi a  MoAnit thenntining state owned
company, which owns 19.31%

The company made iBsntrance in a rather shady manner. On Septenibd©85 the
statemining company, Minvest S.A., which at that time was narR&L Deva announced in
the newspaper that it was looking for a partner in order to exploit the precious metals
(Documentele Confiel n t i ,2018) ¢hat ended up in the tailings ponds during the process of
the previous exploitations. But it turns out that the partner had in fact been decided the day
before this announcement. Thus, Gabriel Resources got the license for exploitiatjrige
ponds on Septembel’4995 (bid.). This partnership resulted in the company called Euro Gold
Resources ilfid.), created in June 1997Plugary 2013); in 1998 Minvest received the
exploitation license which would allow them to continue the eiation of Cetate Massif fax
minimum of 20 years ipid.). In 1999 Euro Gold changes its name iR@ Hi a Mwldt ant
Corporation and acquires the concession license for the exploitation of Cetate Masiff #arough
transfer from Minvestibid.). This Masiff, standing nexttRB o 'Hi a  Nhadrbeea axploited
as an open cast mine since 1968, but its size is insignificant in comparison to the project

proposed by the company.

http://www. gabrielresources.com/site/ RoHi a Montankt. asp
http://en.rmgc.ro/abouis/aboutus.html



http://www.gabrielresources.com/site/rosiamontana.aspx
http://en.rmgc.ro/about-us/about-us.html

Cetate open pit minie presen day(Photograph by Larisa Sevasjre

Cetate Masiff before 1970f r om Val entin Rus$6s per sonal

3 Photo courteswttp://adevarul.ro/locale/albialia/secretelemasivuluicetaterosiamontanaocul-2000-ani-s-a-
sfredelitpamantulcautaresauruluirl 5565bfe7cfbe376e35a5f27d/index.html#gallery currentimage
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http://adevarul.ro/locale/alba-iulia/secretele-masivului-cetate-rosia-montana-locul-2000-ani-s-a-sfredelit-pamantul-cautarea-aurului-1_5565bfe7cfbe376e35a5f27d/index.html#gallery_currentImage
http://adevarul.ro/locale/alba-iulia/secretele-masivului-cetate-rosia-montana-locul-2000-ani-s-a-sfredelit-pamantul-cautarea-aurului-1_5565bfe7cfbe376e35a5f27d/index.html#gallery_currentImage

In 2001 RMGC proposethe creation of 3 more open pits arouRdb Hi a Mont ant
Carnic, Jigv L i d o a i (Rlugar@2013eTae whole project would imply the usage of over
200 000 tanes cyanideover the expoitation perio@bid.) and the concession license with
regards to the project concerns an are@eafly2 400hectare$.
Seven years after being leased by RMGC, in 2006, the exploitation at Cetate was shut
down, laying off the hundreds of locals who were working for it, the reason mentioned being its
lack of feasibility. Many of the locals refused to believe this explanatmhviewed the act of
closing the mine as an attempt from RMGC to impoverish them even toonegke them
dependent on the company and tlwasnpelthem to accept their project gnidhplicitly, to
accept the relocationyen more so after 2010, when documsewhich show that the closing of

the mine was done at RMGCO0s request, were mad

I.2. The beginning of the resistance

People started to figure otite factt h at t h & interesthvas notyindbexploiting the
Aleftoversod in the tailings ponds, but to act
such a structure impliesn 2000 That year, those who weragainst the project formed an
organization named Alburnus &br i after the Roman name & o0 'Hi a M annotder ot
represent their resistance efforts against the mining project. They also started the campaign
ASaReHi a WBomwthamth has become the | argest prot e
revolution in1989 (DaleHarris 2012: 43).

The opposition was rather inexperieneedl timidin the beginning and it took it 2 years
to become visibleG o "E0138: 351). As some of the members told me, what they had back then
was mostly their will rather than skills oexperience Then, in 2002 the association received
help from Stephanie Danielle Roth, a Frei®hiss environmental activist, a former writer for
AThe Ecologisto magazi ne, who had previous e
social grassoots moements both in Romania and abroad. My interviewees often claimed that
her help was decisive in building up the opp

Environment al Prizeodo for . her work against RMG

“"ttp://gabri el r eMoonuracnets .acsopx/ si t e/ Ro'Hi a
Shttp://www.goldmanprize.org/recipient/stephanith/



http://gabrielresources.com/site/rosiamontana.aspx
http://www.goldmanprize.org/recipient/stephanie-roth/

In 2004, Alburnus Maior organized thiest edition of the BnFest (HayFestjestival inR o Hi a

Mo n t.&ankesttarted as a form of protest against the company and it served as a tool for

rai sing awar eness a bandatout telated emvioonmpentad igsbies inatbet i on s
parts of the worldas well It also focused on promoting activities such as tourism and
agriculture as alternatives to minifganFeshas been organized almost each manbetween

2004 and 2015, with twgearsbreak in 2008 and 2009, and it comprised a wide range of

activities from music concerts to guided tours in the area and photography exhibitions.

[.3. The company and the law

In 2013,an attempt from RMGC to change the mining law stirred the outragieeof
Romanian society and led to massive protests in several Romaniaamttiesen abroad which
lasted for several months. The bill proposed by RMGC in this context was e#leain
measures for the gold/silver exploitation of R@® Oi a  Mperimeten and for stimulating as
well as fascilitating mining activities in Romar(idarosaet al.. n.d). The reason why it stirred
such uproar was the factxphatpriati mpl pedcBdnoc
obligation to issue notices, derogation from the Historical Monument Law and from the EU
Water Framework Directiveo (Gabri el Resources
the bill wouldhavemade the interests private mining companies' a priority, at the expense of
nati onal I nterests, it would have severely wi
and absolved the mining companies from many of the responsibilities they normally have
towards the envonment and the heritagelarosaetal., n.d) . A T h eaments(aionte thel
mining law would have been the dissolution of the State, since the State was substituted by
compani es i n r dadida. fThisdast quote is particuladyentesesting (within the
context of what happened ko Hi a MondteantRMGCo6s i nfluence. The
rejected after all the massive protests. But it seamkgastto some extenthatthe company
had already nglaced the Statsn Ro 'Hi a  Mamg befare 2013 due to its penetration into
public institutions such as the town hall, the chuactl the school. This is only one of the
aspects that helped the company gain support from maRyooHi a Ble n i athdHei t an
supporters were grateful for services that warevided by the company, but which should
normally be easily provided by the state, such as English or French language colinges.

company6s supporters, of t en by iésroppgnertssawithey r e f e



project as a development opportunity for the area, and lwekéng forward to the jobs that
RMGC promised to offer through the project.

On 27" of July 2015Gabriel Resources issued a request for arbitration at thédWor
B a n kiritesnational Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) against the
Romanian State for the fact that Romania has stopped the implementation of the project
Aithrough its acdfThensliapdtéenhashndohsbeeie sol vec
some of the locals are convinced that the company has no chance in winning, others are
nervously waiting for the result.

Anot her issue debated in the case of RoHiI a
a moncindustrial mining area by the lat County Council in 2002, following the pressure
coming from the corporation (lvanciu2013)and hence, no one can develop any activity there
apart from mining and the European funds for developing activities in this area were blocked by
the governmentThe locals, particularly those opposing the company complained that this was
stopping them from starting their own business. Some of them would like to start their own
businesses in tourism due to the aage8dthe attr a
companyds representatives <c¢cl aimed that the a
activity apart from mining, and they depicted the place as a heavily polluted and a hopeless one
in terms of developing alternative sources of incomerayging the project as its only salvation.

The physical surroundings are a combination of wilderness andnrade elements
which remind the visitor of the mining history of the place. Amongst theme elements
one could see markers of agriculturalities, such as gardens and steep pastures, but also
reminiscences of the mining activity of the past, such as mining galleries, which have
transformed the mount akes | anttecapd®w( bst cdre:
looking artificial lakes, which were used for clearing out the gold before 1948, when this was
still extracted through the traditional method. Many, both locals and tourists appreciate this
mi xand consider that this is what makeg RoHi a

of the mining history.

8 http://en.rmgc.ro/media/pressleases/gabridiles-for-internationalarbitratioragainstromania.html
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http://en.rmgc.ro/media/press-releases/gabriel-files-for-international-arbitration-against-romania.html

Carnic Mountain with the traces of its mining pé8hotograph by Larisa Sevasjre

l.4. The acquisition of properties and the relocation process

For the project to be implemented, everyone who owned property in the area where the
exploitation was planned to take place had to agree on selling their properties to the company
and relocate or resettle somewhere else. The company started buying the grapes i n RO’
Mo nt & r2@02 even though it never received all the approvals which were necessary for
starting the exploitation. The corporation managed to buy around 80% of the total of 800
househol dbés real estate i n Reothied or Meetiledahet ( Ci
families who agreed to do so. But since there were and there still are people who refuse to sell
their properti es andasobeeaase the dmphny &ailed/to obtaia allithe
approvals needed in order to bedhe mine was never built.

After selling their properties the locals moved to different places in the aetsearere

in the country. Some, especially elders moved to the cities in order to live with their children or



other family members. But for thoseho wanted to remain within the same community, two

sites were initially establisheédthe neighborhood of Recea, in the town of Alba lulia, where

150 families moved in, mostly during 202809 and Piatra Alb, si t uat ed at t he ¢
Mont aWesal on 2®2: €). €igm@ Mlbwas never built even though around 25

people signed up to live there. Thus, it was one of the many subjects of controversy surrounding

the company and a source of disappointment for many.

The landscape of Receagsomp | et el 'y di fferent from the
situated at the edge of the town of Al ba 1T ul
town has a population of around 76 500 inhab
around 3000 ihabitants athe timewhen the process of resettlement started. The land of the
resettl ement site is mostly f1l at, wRecdae Ro Hi
consists of quite big houses, placed very close to each other and with very smal,gabdem
is very different from RoHi a Mesoapeawithsmallhod f r om
medium sized houses and with most of the space consisting of cultivated land placed either right
next to the house of its owner or just outside thegallaand pastures.

Acting on the criticism that this kind of resettlement is destroying the traditional way of
life, the mining company planned Piatra Alp u s t 5 kilometers from t
Montant and it c | d@modesni yethtaditionalihvillaged as gubtedtby a
Vesal on & CreSan 2012: 67).

However, there were complaints about both sites. Recea stirred many complaints, mainly
regarding the quality of the houses and of the air, while Piatdashiibed complaints due to the
fact that the only part of it that was ever built was the road, which was destroyed by landslides
soon afterwards. But even without the issues related to the quality of the houses and the roads at
the new sites, the way pe o pstilleaiséstmanyquBstiocHs, @ Mo n't
| will show later. As mentionedlready in 2013 RMGC attempted to change the mining law in
Romania to such an extent that they would be allowed to forcefully displace those who chose to
remain i n RoHi a Hied buihwe listef to thes statetndnts of many of the
locals, recounting the naib-ethical tactics (for eg. intimidation and scapegoating of those who
did not want to leave) used by the company in order to push people into selling their properties,
we can be tempted to doubt that those who have already resettled or relocated did it entirely on a

voluntary basis. Instead,would appear thawve are talkingabout a merely apparent choice or a



semtillusion of choice in the case of at least some of the people who fivetentarilyo
resettled or relocated. According to Mining Watthan NGO addressing the social and
environmental issues raised by inadequateingirpracticesi for more than ten years, the
company conducted an intensiveno ni ng campai gn i n RoHi a Mont
intimidations were reported, and the complete information regarding the risks of the mining
project was not provided (Vdsaon & Cr eSan 201 2nuchtal® about thel s o, t
company having turned family members against each other in cases where part of the members
of one family wanted to sell the property and
(Daub, 2012). In addition to this, it seems that the company used something | would like to call
afivi sual strategyo for maki ng RoHi a Montant |
strategies such as neglecting the buildings it acquired, including tifraqay buildings, which,
by law, they were supposed to keep in good condivorrilling for samples in highly visible
places.

Another issue raised by the resettlement process, as Toma has remahkeshlon &
Cr e 30d2 70),is the fact that in theeighborhood of Recea, the residents do not have the
possibility to practice lantbased activities for their subsistence since they have ten times less
land than they used to have and the compensation the mining company offers for this is not
adequate; floexampleno form of compensation is offered for the loss of access to pastures or to
other sort of publicly owned lan¥ésalon &C r e E0a2n 70).

I.5. Theoriesand approaches

I am usi ng t hein ondertodeferitd thenpbysicaarpundings natural
and marAmade, but also in a less literal one, where | am broadly referring to the social landscape
one dwells inBy wusing the expression dAshifting | an
instability of both aspects ® o0 'Hi a K dandscap® the physical and the social orfeor
analyzing the socidandscapd am inspired byA p p a d waoneept dfscapegseeAppadurai
1990). Appadurai has focused on the complexities and ruptures withinthe w gl ob all cul
e ¢ 0 n o/Appadurai 1990: 6) which characterize our modern world and he uses the concept of
-scapesin this sense. Thesiescapesare the fluidi di mensi ons o ibid)daubdet ur al
identified inthe preseday wor |l d and through \wduialtalmdscappe c an

with its instabilities and contradictions. This concept is useful in analyzing the social landscape



ofRo 'Hi a Moerta the prbnounced global aspect thall of a sudderi made its presence

in this place.Making sense of thesescapesand of unstableintricate social environments in
generaland dealing with them is often a challenging task, as it requires one to move within a
moving environment. The concepften referred tan anthropology in order to describe this
practiceard which | also found most useful to work with in thesis fAnavi gal©% ono
419. The word dAnavigationo, n @9 42@), ahdythusniesaggests i s a
the way one has to move in order to cut through an unstable environmerdsshelseddence

it is a very helpfulmetaphorin understanding how people deal with the changing environments
characterizinghe currenglobal reality.

As for the physical landscapp,MGC 6 s mauld jmelgits radical and irreversible
change ad though the projegropernever started, the company did nevertheless heavily change
the landscape dRo 'Hi a  Mbg relbcatimg-most of its population despite the fact that they
never got all the approvals necessary to actually begimg. Though tls fact is often left out,
people themselves are also part of the physical landscape and therefore have to be taken into
consideration when we operate with this concept. As for the social landscape, everyone in the
community was complaining about the greatent to which the social atmosphere khanged
and the difficulties they had in navigating throughditeto its waviness. These difficulties were
particularly confusing and overwhelming due to its rather new dimengtom global dimension.

fLandscapeis asomewhatwague concept (Thomas 1993: 20) and it isar@which is

( \

used in the same way by everyon@d,). For my wor k, I find Cosgr o\

|l andscape is (and what it i's not) notesthee use

external world mediated through subjective human experience in a way that neither region nor
area immediately suggests. Landscape is not merely the world we see, it is a construction, a
composition of the world. Landscape is a way of seeingtbhew d. 06 ( Cosgr ove
According to Angel e Smith, Airepresentations
on who is doing the fAseeingo (Smith 2003:
nature/culture dichotomy or through the usM&lestern dichotomies in general, since it
transcends them (Willow 2011: 273)hough it suggests the visual surroundings of a place, it
implies a set of complex relationships between nature and society which are often not easily
visible to the naked eye.rGnaybe instead offivisibleo, it would be more appropriate to use

terms such afperceptiblé or fisensiblé here, since the woridisibled may limit our attention to

10
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the visual aspects of landscape, which would be inappropriate in studying such a cesygex i

The nature of the relationship between people and places, people and landscapes, is often

difficult to express through the lens of the physical senses and sometimes even difficult to
express in words at all. Even if one would do his/her best to descabe rttuchwill remain

unexpressedand | eft at the mercy of the researcher

context, Basso's concepts#nse of places very useful in understanding the connection between
senses and landscapes. According to &aasthropologists haven't paid enough attention to
Afone of the most basi c dithatelose compasion offheatt antha n
mind, often subdued, yet potentially overwhelmingttis known as sense of pla¢g®asso 1996:

54). Basso talkstao ut the connection between places

| andsamdp et he | andg{Bassgd® 96f he : mAWhen pl aces

the typical landscape becomes wedded to the landscape of the mind, to the roving iomaginati

and where the mind maybid). Nextdo the sandacapg bfahd gniddsl g u e ¢

would like to highlight the importance of the emotional landscape, a landscape which is even
more difficult to pinpoint. Landscapes and places are deeply conred t o -b®inge 0 s
which duringthis research often found highlighted in a plain and simple manner through the
expression: fAHere is where | feel good. o

But the author | have mentioned the most here in my analysis ofltt®nshipbetween

we

pl aces and iscthepbs| psyghher Edward Casey. Caseyc

Space to Pl ace i n a HRalesihtoa feSvlagpects of $his relatiorcsthip, o f
such as perceptions, memoraslknowledge which | have feused on in this thesis.

Places andandscapes are perceived differently depending on factors such as: the
memories they trigger, the type of interactions one had with it over the time or the relationship
one has with its resources. This perception caraltexed by, in this case a multinational
company, with the use of what | would like to call different forms of enchantment such as, to
mention only a few confusion, social disuniom discoursef nostalgia, the encouragement of
certain forms of engagemewith the landscape while discouraging others, the highlighting of
the importance of certain resources while minimizing the importance of others, the idealization

of the Al at dfferent formsohpomulismpgomniées which are often downrighit-

worldlyor , just plainly, bribing | ocal aut hori ti

11
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title of this thesis refers tddowever , the word fAenchantmento
highlight the richness of the local cosmology.

| haveanalyzel someof thec o mp aemgh@nsnenficomponents, but also the ways in
which people perceive and interact with their surroundthgsugh the lens developed Bym

Ingold in his work, The perception of the environmemih the chapter titlediGlobes and

SphereR in this book,Ingold discusses he fil oc al ontol ogy of engag
ontolgy of det achme2ié)and bowmpnyitedind the latt@rthas legitimized the
Adi sempower ment of | ocal peopil @nmemt Dhentan a

technol ogyo6s tr i uibigh)hAccordirgrto Imgolds modern ¢eghnolpgy, in
contrast to traditional cosmology, places soc
idea of control overatteltsd |Itatcthero.l oQlye® @ xsp rod d xin
discourse when it is trying to emphasize the safety of the project, but the locals who refuse to
leaveR o Hi a M fat fram keing impressed with it and are rather suspicious towards such
blatant technlogy optimism. Instead, they insist on their willingness to live in their natal place

for the rest of their lives, and on the irreplaceability of the &k aspect worth mentioning
herewhich concerns he | oc al o n t och myghglogy.Llandscépe ang theaways th s

which humans interact with it, of course, occupy a central place Bers Cosgrove has
underlined the presence of landscape as a central thethewior | dds myt hol ogi e:
how, in these myt hol ongnrate the landscapatnreugh waat heecatip t t «
Anat ur aseeQosymie €9933an result in disasters

|.6. Ambiguous resources

Anot her core issue here is resources and t
pointed outia r esource i n one context or for one pe
for another o (JenkiRm&Hi 20 (Mdooks Bkgnwe hdve differenétypesa s e o
of resources in the same equation: gold, land, landscape, historisalvdiieh are perceived
differently by the locals. Since the exploitation of gold by RMGC will come at the expense of the
other resources, gold is seen as a disadvantage by those who are against the project. They even
talk about the fTownmrtseextof Tdhel dicc uirs et lifs gol do
been used in the area since immemorial times in order to express the hardships brought by the

gold exploitation, by the desire for gold, and it is strongly present in the local folklore.
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Jenkinsalsdhi ghl i ghted t hat A" stuff’ becomes a
done with ito (Jenki nsR®Hi0®D: Maetgre ocdlshhadsvery s 0 b\
different attitudes regarding their resources and what they considered to be a valicere@sou
the first placelf for some, gold represented prosperity and financial safety, others saw in it a
curse or simply did not have any interest in it. However, the way one pefagle (or other
precious metal for that matter) did not necessariyysamuch about oneds posi
company. There were mining enthusiasts on both sides, but those who were against the company
did not agree with the exploitation method and conditions proposed by the company, since this
would come at the expse ofall the other resources and suggested that an exploitation should be
done only with a method that can ensure the protection of these other resources.

In other words, the attitude towards these other resources, such as natural surroundings,
heritage, landsape or | and, wei ghted mor e I n determ
company and their project, rather than their attitude towards gold. The company, of course, had a
heavy i mpact on peopleds percepti onsookonowar ds

more intricate and even paradoxical articulations than one would expect, as | will show later.

|.7. Researchmethodsand fieldwork

In my research, | focused on the village® Hi a ModCoraarbécause these are the
places the people were supposed to relocate from and the places that were most affected by the
companyo6s actions and on Recea, the place wh
relocated.My fieldwork for this thesis stéed at the endf July 2015 and lasted until the
beginning of January 201@he kst time | revisited Romania, in October 2016, | also paid a
short visitof 5daysoRo Hi a Mont ant

During most of the time spent in the field | have liveRim 'Hi a Mmutnhduriagithe
month of November ktonductedfieldwork in Recea, theneighborhoodwhere a part of the
relocates had resettled.had three diférent hosts during myholestay: twoinRo 'Hi a Mo nt an:
and one in Recea. Due to the complexity regarding the issues to be sindieggarding
peopl ebs positions towar d withtwb dfferent Hostscdarimgmyd e r e d
stay inRo 'Hi a MbDha fac that the two families | lived withad different experiences
regarding their relationships with the company allowed mengage withvarious views and

network with people holding various backgrounds and narratives.
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For the purpose of data collectidnhave used qualitative methodsaimly participant
observation, operfinterviews, collecting narratives, life histories and folkloric stories. Since
many of the interviewees were rather reluctant to being recorded, | have mostly used notes
taking. However, in Recea | had to use a more fornpgr@ach since here it was more difficult
to engage in spontaneous conversations due to the fact that,Ridikéi a MReceh @didnht
have spaces where people would gather. So hérad to take a door to door, or to be more
accurate, a gate to gatppmoach andtogether with observation, | have used an open questions
interview guide in which | have included questions meant to unfold life histories and family
historiesof my interlocutors.

In order to ensure the safety of my respondents | have anmoegyrine data, particularly
in the cases where sensitive information is concerned or when the respondent has a vulnerable
situationdue to his ethnic or financial backgrourithe veryfew names | havaot anonymized
are thosebelonging to public figures. The opinions these public figures have expressed in my

interviews and the positions they take are anyhow already well known to the public.
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Chapter I

A place between myths and realities

This chapterbegins with a description ® o Hi a ®e n s a n & looth thesurfacg
andtheunderground landscapk then takes a look at how the locals perceive this landscape and
how these perceptioregfect their view ovethe mining project proposed by RMG8ere | am
also introducing the reader to the local cosmology\Ral Hi a  Maodhrha&imgta parallel
between mythology | o c al myt hol ogy, but aalds ot oifthiagyidvse r s ¢
related realities with a focus onhow mi ni ng t r a rlatbnshipmeth thbeg o p | e 6
surroundingsin regards to thiselationship | am lookingtdhow modernmining, the technology
employedand a discourse centered extractivismareprone todisconnedhg peoplefrom their

surroundings.

Il.1. The day of arrival. First impressions

After awhole day of traveling | finally arrived in Alba lulia, the closest bigger town to
Ro Hi a Meventthmugh it was almo8tpm the air was still hot, over 35 degre@slsius
maybe, as it was in much of the country at that tifrem there, in order to get 8o Hi a
Mo n t lahadto hitchhike.For about 20 minutelswaited for a car to stop and pick me. Unen
a man with minivan stopped. He asked me where | was going. | told him my destination. He
was going home to Campeni, which was another mining town very cldd@tbli a Mdynt ant
destination was on his way, so he took me with him. As the car was getting further and furthe
from Alba lulia, the landscape and the temperature were changing considerably. In less than an
hour of travelling everything was changed. The mostly flat and boiling hot town of Alba lulia,
with its architecture largely comprised of five or more stor@ymunist buildings was replaced
by a completelydifferent landscape. This landscape had a rather nurturing appearance, with
round, cozylooking low mountains covered in mixed forests and patches of grazing land with
haymowsin the middle. The temperatureasrdropping considerably as wevedeeper into the
mountains and the air was finally breathable. On the, wayuld already see marks of the
resistance against RMGC, the Canadian mining company. Graffities with inscriptions such as

fiDie, RMGCborfiSaveR o Hi a Mwenretpr@sent on the walls next to the road. After a few
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good minutes of silence the driver started to ask me where |1 was from and what | was about to do
in the area. | told him | was from Moldova (which is in the eastern pd&Rbafanid ard that |
was doing some research #oschool project in the ardéaMo |l dova. .. hmm. .. 0 he
wouldn'"t you I|Ii ke to find a man from the area
needed to get back after a few months and that | ntiybdssibly settle down theeven if |
wanted to Then he told me that a lot can happen during a few months and tbatd surely
find someone there and settle down in the area since there were so many good men around there.
| laughed again, but littldid | know that this would be a question, or maybe | should rather say a
suggestion that | would encounter very often during this research. | took it asat jo&dime.
And perhaps it was a joke partially. But as | later came to see, humor was pdayeny
important part in the lives of the people in the area. And it often revealed ratloeiIssssues.
This particular onevas pointing towards the eagerness of the locals to get more people to root
themselves in that place and make it as livaatgl Ivable as it once used to be or at least to
ameliorate the feeling of lonelineasd marginalizationhat seemed to have taken over almost
everyone in the area.

The driverthenstarted to complain about the lack of jobs in the area. He was married
had three children and apart from his part time job, for which he had to commute to Alba lulia,
he was doing pirate taxi driving.

When | arrived at my host's place it was already dark. | met my $osh,in front of his
house, which was right in the old Gen Sorin has been part of the resistance from its
beginnings. However, despite all the tensions existent within the community and having gone
through conflicts with locals supporting the company, he has good relationships with many of
the locals regardés of their positionl entered his yard through a big iron gate which made it
impossible for anyone to look inside. The yard was in the back of the shop his wife owned and
there was a group of volunteers who came for the marathon which was to take place the coming
weekend. Thg were all watching a projection of the documentéxalva Neagra, which
presented the conflict between the local resistance and the mining company, RMGC and some
amateur videos on the same theme. | sat there and | watched the videos with them.

Afterwards hetook me to the flat where | wouktaytemporarily. The flat was situated
in one of the very few tenement buildingsRno 'Hi a  Msinoet nest af the people lived in

houses. He owned the flat, but it was mostly used by his son. It was the omitlilablock that
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hadn't been sold to the company, he said. The water in the bathroom of the flat was heated with a
boiler that worked on firewood. As he was preparing the wood for the boiler he mentioned how
important it was to know how to light up a fioece one livesilRo Hi a Mo ftTamit ' s oKk
|l i ke to lIlight wup fires.o | said. fAYou do? Tha
left R o 'HThay do not like to light up fires. They want to get everything solved by just pressing

a b u,the epliedl came to hearth@ pr essing a buttono referen:
afterwards. Though the reasons why so many people chose to leave were of course more
complex tlan that, the expression did sum up, to some extent, the desire for comfoineand

rather unrealisticconsumer habitghat some of the relocatees expressedny interviews,

months later.

[I.2. The landscapeand its people
[1.2.1. The wrface landscape

Thelandscape oRo 'Hi a Modnts sumolinding are#ésa blendof the natural and
the manmade The most noticeable aspecare the mountains surrounding the villagehich
were mostly coveredn forest, but also displayedlisible traces of the mining pastThe
mountains were pierced here and there by the 2700, some edeB08& years old mining
history. The townis placed in a small mountains area, between the peatate,Carnic Jig
Vaidoaiaand Orleawhich the companintended to turn into opepits. The old center oRo Hi a
Mo n t ia sithatedat about 700 meterabove the sea leveA little bit further away one could
see the highest peak in the arRatundy (1187m),which was used by some for animals grazing
and on top of which a weather station was placed.

One of the most significant attractiooBR o 'Henpyed by locals and tourists alike are
the artificial lakes, which were created in the times before the industrialization of mining, in
order to get enough water flow for the stamp mills. But it is impossible for one to tell that they
are artificial, énce they do not look angifferent from the natural one#. blurry line between
the natural and the man made is a characteristic of much of the landséapeldf a Modnt an t

other nearby mining areas.
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R o Moan t ,&enttal area. Photo courtesittp://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/lessons/ghitlires/rosia
montanaand-the-gold-mine/?p=4320

loncesatin he car with o n eononfthewgpackto Al luhaiAs we e s 6
we drove outoR 0 'Hi a MNe startexd mottalk about the surroundirfigook at thisb he told
me pointing to some hills which were rounder than the other geological formations in the area.
He told me that all those were uncovered spots a few years earlier. The mining activity in the
area was very intense at that time and parts of the place dug up and turned upside dotta.
pointedto the fact that nire had recovereguickly and that now it doesn't even look like there
used to be an intensive mining activity in the arksa.we passed through Zlatna,oéimer old
mining town, about arhourd slrive fromR o Hi a  Miwenstardriottalk aboutthe great
numberof people and jobs that were there around 28rs/earlier;put that the pricdor all of
this wasthe quality of the air aroundiThere were plenty of jobs here. And edescribable
pollution.0o he says almost laughing. Indeed, there were not many signs of the violent mining past
in the landscape apart from the structures of the old and dying factbiagsvisible from the
road at leastThe oncedisemboweled ground wasovered with grazing land and bushes and |
wouldn't have had any idea about how different plece used to be years before and how
polluted the town of Zlatna was twenty years earlier, had |beeh told about thisThen |
realized that maybe thisasone ofthe reasoswhy so may of the people in the area wese
confident that even drastic changes in the landscape do not pose a real threat to their

surroundings irthe long run and why they do not feel that uncomfortable with having a huge

18


http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/lessons/gold-futures/rosia-montana-and-the-gold-mine/?p=4320
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/lessons/gold-futures/rosia-montana-and-the-gold-mine/?p=4320

open mine giin the neighbarrhood; epecially when the company has promised that their

exploitation would be far more environmentally friendly than the previous ones.

[1.2.2. Underground landscape

The highly visible entrances into the mountain said nothing about the magnitude and
complexity of the network inside them. The network expands underneath the town as well and
some of the housesesaid tohide a secret entrande the mines. But the minegere feared by
many and my desire to enter them was often met with disappfdve. mine does not forgive
you and neither does the mountain. So you must pay respect tddherformer miner said. The
mines were seen as dangerous by many, since they'hhgen maintained in a while. Some
would warn against the possibility of stones falling from the ceiling, but not everyone agreed on
the seriousnesof such a danger. Some would venturedespite it being illegal. The main
entrances inside the mines wesealed, but since there were holes everywhere, it was not
difficult to get inside. Some trusted the solidity of the galleries like the walls of their own home.
Aurel Sintimbrean former engineer,ow well in his 80's, who has spent most of his life working
inside the galleries spoke rather enthusiastically about his work inside the mines and praised their
level of safety, compared thatof coal mines which, as he saiif, entered, one does not éw
if he will ever come baak

But almost everyone seemed to agree on the danger of blyisgffocation. Since the
galleries have rtdbeen ued in a while, the network was tneentilated properly. Thus one could
hit a spot lacking in oxygen. The death coming in such situations was a swifivaoewon't be
aware of what is going on. You won't notice the lack of oxygen. You will just lose your
consciousness and then @ibey explained tame. One will need to have a flartamp, like in
the old days. And if one sees that the flame starts to die out, one will have to run back as fast as

possible.
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Ro Moan t éasn tu n d e Phgto courtesy Ivan Rols

One retired miner whods relocatedo Recea claimed that when he goes back to visit
Ro Hi a Nhe sometimds enters the mine in order to remember the place where he used to
work and to search for mine flowers. One would expect someone who has worked most of his
adult life inan underground mine to be reluctant to entering one in his retired days, but that was
not the caseAnd the elders were not the only ones who enjoyed taking a walk underground.
Some of the younger locals discovered their passion for the underground penddaite
working for the company during the preventive archaeology research project. The mines and
their archaeological value were also one of the reasons why people were opposing the project,
since theyare believed toepresent a unique heritage in therld. Among them, there were 7
kilometersof Roman galleries, buinly a very smalkection of them waaccessible fotourism.
Some of the most prdd minesare the ones inside the Orleas4if. These are triangular mines

and the heritage enthusiasts claim that they are unique in the Wdddne in the world has

" http://adevarul.ro/locale/albialia/imaginile-prezintalume-uluitoarelacurile-pesterilerosiamontanamarturii
vechisecoleexploatariicelurmai-pretiosmetatl 557d4ff2cfbe376e35450680diex.html
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something like this. SpaniardsMedusa have around 100 km afiiRan galleries, but they have
a different method of exploitatio If you put on a counter the whole heritag&kio 'Hi a Mo nt ant
it is more valuable than its gold and all the other metals alegeind it has to be presereed
But the more avid supporters of the company deny the impartahthe mines, including the
Roman onesAndrei Jurca, the president ofd Dreptateatanslation mine Pro Justice) one
of the NGOd $ormed by the company, compared the attempt to preserve the heritRge bfi a
Mo n t ia theface of development to tripping on a stone. One focompany employee, who
seemed to be among its most faithful remaining supporters,edaihat all the talk about the
Roman galleries is a lie, since the mines have been exploited soawvercthe st 2000 years
and many new galleries, hich have interseetl with the Rman ones, have emerged, and
therefore, the original gallery was rather fragmented.a8lded that it isiot right togenuflectto
what the Romans did and to how much gold they took away RammHi a  Muwhentthe n L
children living inR o 'Hlhese days do not have their own income argloften supported by the
elderly's good pensions, pensions which have been obtained thanks to the mining jobs they once
had. However, @ny of the people who have been inside the mimegardless of their position
towards the company, seemed to agre¢heir aesthetical valueVictor, one of the company's
former employees likes to go inside the mine and he seems to be among thosestMnostnits
safenesd-e claimed that he found the mines to be impressiveyibitno financial value for the
town since it would take too much effort to make them accessible for tourism, an effort which
the Romanian state most likely wourtht be willing to make; and therefore there wouldtrixe
any point in stopping the companyrftheir sake. The passivity of the state seemed to not only
indiscriminately give way to private actors, but also to make these actors look like a solution to
the state's flaws and inactions or rather, a necessary evil in such circumstances.

The undergrond landscape was unsebg most people and therefore it was full of
mysteries and a source of controversies. The total length of the galleries was not knadkey but
are said to be over 100 km long. One of the controversies revolves around the mmdrals t
found in the underground and the concentration of these minerals. Former miners who are
opposing the project claim that RMGC's main intereR m 'Hi a  Nbmot godd mrd silver, as
it is officially stated, but other rare metals, Burs wolfram, grmanium or sulfr. As for the
amounts of gold and silver to be exploited, it is believed that the numbers that RMG@Qpame

with are far exaggerated and that the concentraticerctsally too small to really make the
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exploitation profitable for the Romanian state. The intere®Rm Hi a M umdérgraund
resources seems to differ even among those in the resistance. Some of them, particularly former
miners, proudly state thatB&to 'Hi a Mmercarafindtthe wholelendeleev table andeclare
that the gold has to remain there for the future generations and be exploited only when one will
have the necessary technolo@yhe gold is in the best bank, in the Earth's liethey would
say. Others do not even mention amrest in gold, but rather see mining as a thing of the past,
that had toend upat some point. And they rather speak of the curse of gold or about how gold
st ol e pe apdnmdesso manynsdffer in their search for it. One of the activists even
staed that the real gold is the land with its agricultural potential and not at adigberces in the
underground, but bemoaned the fact that the state's passivity discourages agriculture. People
feared, respected, but also enjoyed and showed gratitutie toines for the prosperity it has
brought.fiThe mines offered work to maathey would sayEntering them was illegand it was
believed by some that sensors were placed inside it in order to detect any movement and those
who were found there could leken for gold thieves. The gold thieves were cdtielond.r.

Stealing gold from inside someone's mine was a centuries old ackmityn to have
taken place especiallyefore 1948, when the mines were nationalized, but it was believed to
have startedgain during the last years, since the activity inside the mine had stopped or maybe
even earlier. Before 1948, many of Re 'Hs waemre mine owners. Back in those days | oiin g £ r
were skillful in finding out who hédia mine thatvasrich in gold and thusvas worth a visit in the
middle of the night. Not all of tre® who were strucky the luck of finding plenty of gold in
their mines were able to keep it to themselves. Not after a few glasses in the local pub at least.
And thiswas exactly the reason why thgold thieves were there. Listening to the braggery of
some lucky mine owner was an important part of their activity and after collecting all the needed
information, the thieves woultkave immediately, enter the mine and extract the gold. They
knew the mme's network very well, so they were very difficult to catch. The rumors about the
h o | oitayibg started their activity again were encouraged by the fact that some of the people
who had a gallery passing under their house claimed to sometimes hearuraleeneath their
houses and one of my interviewees, who often enjoyedirgthie mine, claimed to have met
them. Also, in 2012 a young man was found dead in a mining shaft. His uncle had found him
there and therefore, it was rumored that they Weeften g ikand that his uncle, who used to be a

miner himself years earlier, had sent him there after gold. Given the dangers of this activity,
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calledh o | oin gwas wondering whether it was about more than just the exchange value of
gold. It must, at leagpartially, havebeen about the excitement of finding gold and about the
aesthetical value of it. After all, the older miners, when talking about their work, were also
mentioning the importance of the satisfaction they felt when they found gold, even theygh
were not working at their own mine. The rumors abouhtlee| oimayibg started their activity

again were confirmed some months after my arrival, when several individuals were arrested for
stealing gold from the mine. The event made the news irwtiide country and many felt
sympathyfor them and outrage towards the fact that such petty thieves have to face prison, while

big ones, such as Gold Corporation or the Romanian state get away with murder.

Ro (Moan t Gasn tu n d e Cogrtesy photdvan Rou&

Not all underground threats were of this world though. Ghost stories were also present in
the underground landscape, though much more seldom mentioned and | met hardiyvemyon

believed in them, aparrdm those who claimed to have themssalvexperienced them. One

8 http://adevarul.ro/locale/albialia/imaginile-prezintalume-uluitoarelacurile-pesterilerosiamontanamarturi
vechisecoleexploatariicelurmaipretiosmetall 557d4ff2ctbe376e35450680/index.html
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gall ery was said by some to be haunted since
several miners. One old man recalled the moment whéms early youth, while he was joining

his father in the mine, at some point rasiter walked very quickly and nervayishrough one of

the galleries, almost covering his eykater,whenhis son asked him for theason why he was

in such a hurryhis father replied that once, while he was passing through that particular gallery,

he could clearly hear noises of people and animals screaming, though no one was there. But the
most commonly mentioned supernatural being waka. Valvele (plural, det) are spirits
associated with mining and although almost no one believed in them anymore, most people,
regardless of age, are familiar with their storié&lvele would show themselves to the miners

and they can be white and benevolent or black and malevalhey often show themselves in

human form, buthey can also appear as dwadats or dogs. The stories on these spirits carry a

moral message with them most of the times. If oresto see the blackélva, onewould have

to run away as fast as pdss, avoid going inside the mine and be cautious of any danger during

that day. The blackalva was the one bringing misfortune and leading the miner to death. The
white valva would show itself to those with a kind soul and it would help them find gaid. B

should the miner break the promises made toséiea or become greedy and selfists a result

of his newly achieved wealth, he wouli severely punished by th&élva. But sometimes

valvele seemed to be disguised persons known tthosethey would fow themselves to. One

of my interviewees, a man in his 600s recall:
through one day inside the mine. He was well known for being extremely violent towards his

wife and that day, before going to work insitée tmine, he had beaten his wife worse than ever
before. Then inside the mine, he was vilegkalone, when, suddenhe noticed a strong light

behind him. He realized th#te lightc oul dndét have been pirtwasgfanced by
too strong. Turning around, he saw the bright figure of his wife dressed up in her wedding dress.

He then ran towards the exit as fast as he could. When he came outside, he slammed his helmet
and hislamp against the wall and swote never go inside thenine again. Genddrased

violence was a recurrent theme in the stories about the pRsbdfli a  MAsmeany wduld

say, the pay day was the day when the miners would get most drunk and the day with the highest
number of battered women. Althougélvais specific to the underground landscape, | have also

heard one such story that relates to an element of the outside landscape,DespelstaThe

Split RocR. The Split Rock is one oRo Hi a M omygteaias,t since its geological
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composition doesn't leng to the area and most of the legends explaining its presefte iHi a

Mo n t eevolke around giants carrying it from afar, but this one story, told by sonveome
relocated to Recea fro@orna village, is about a man who was the pooreRmHi a tMont an
and was the father of 12 children. One day he metawtidva who showed him where to search

for gold and in exchangéhe valva asked him to bring onleaf of bread every time he would

come to dig out for it. Also, he had to promiset tha wouldnot tll anyone about his encounte

with thevalva. He broughtone loafto the place showed by thélva every day and successfully

found gold.His wife started toquestion him every day abouthere all the gold was coming

from. One day, he finally gave in amold his wife about his encounter with tkiélva and the

wife said she would make a bigger bread loaf for him to take for the next time he would go after
gold. The man did so and whealva saw the bigger loaf of bread, it realized that rtinen did

notkeep his promise. Ahat moment, the bread loaf split in two, the man split in two and so did

the rock. And the rock has been named The Split Rock ever since. It is unclear to me whether the
moral message of this story is about the importance of keepiag promise or about the
consequences of one's greed and ungratefulness towards what he is already being given, but the
caution gainst being ungrateful was notitda in the discourse of several of the mtews

taken in the newly builbheighborhoodn Recea, Alba lulia. The old sayirfi@he gift is taken

away from the ungratefalor other expressions with the same message were on the lips of some

of those living in Recea, when asked whether they were happy with the payment they received in
exchange fortteir propertiesiiRo Hi a Mont ant

[1.2.3. Landscapé aestheticsand livability

The perception of the landscape's aesthetics seemed to play its part in people's attitudes
towards the mining project. The project implied knocking down the four mountaimgisding
RoHWaeant ant and its supporters would someti mes
mountainsi they were more like hillglue to their low altitudeeven moreone of them had
already been partially torapart as result of the stat@ning exploitation that started 968 and
they were all full of holes anyay. While some, both locals andutsiders, looked at those
A h o lweahsexcitement and offered it great historical significance, others described ftaas

in the landsgae orsomething to be dreadefilf you go insideCarnicMountain and see what's
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inside there you will get scaredt. is full of holedo | was once told by onef the former
company employees who was still its avid supporter.

On the opposite side therare the people whee senses seeto be indulged by the
landscapeCtlin is one of them. He ithe vice presidentf Alburnus Maior andne of the most
outspoken members of the resistance. He knows the area well and often orgatdpess
events such as mahans or bicycle toursut of the desiréo promote it. | have taken long hikes
together with him through the mountains and neighboring villages. Most of my conversations
with him took place during these hikeghichalsogave me a good chance to see hewdlated
himselfto the places we were going throu@m one of our tours through the mountains | asked
C Lt Iwhat he liked most abolR o 'Hi a Mderansaenet that for himwaslike a paradise,
that the way he felt about the place cob&lcomparedotthe way Norwegians feel about their
fjords and praised the fact that the mountains aroweréso accessibldil saw the Alps. | didn't
like them at all. Probably for the locals they mean something... but those rocky peaks, without
vegetation, without fiests... maybe they're beautiful in the winter because you can ski nicely for
hundreds okilometers, but they don't awakanything in me... The mountains here are much
more accessible, you can walk around, go up and down, there's a lot you can do gowpa
to Carnig hike around a whole day, take pictures and you donhayed... The Alps are bare...

And not tomention the heritagalNe drove 200 or 300 kilometers from Grenoble to the shit ville,

at France's border to see a gallery in a silver mine that didn't have a quarter as a value of what we
have here. It was from the "L £entury. Can you compare that with the 2000 year old snive

have here? Maybe even traces from 3000 years ago? Here, wherever you dig, you will find
somethingd

During anotherhike, while we werehigh up in the mountains he joyfully pointed to an
area farawaywithsmlal mount ai ns clookd@dawénd thosenmolintameaset See? fi
They are so small, so forested and so habitable to humans! That area over there is very
populated, there are many villages next to each other outdh@dre.l'siraflections on the
landscape around o Hi a  Mikathoseof ather locals as well, transcetite natureculture
dichotomy; they go far beyond the visual aspect of landscape and praises actually dwelling inside
it. The small, accessible mountains with their gentle shapes were perceived to be a friendly home

for both forests and humans and the two were not seen in opposition tmtbachTheir
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appearance, characterized by coziness rather than spectacukkiyg it easier for humans to

have a more intimate relationship with them.

A common viewaround R o OMaa t a pasture with Carnic Mountain in the back Rhotograph by Larisa

Sevastrg

[1.3. Mythical and contemporary giantsand their landscapes

As mentiond before, many of the legendsRfo Hi a M wisibledandiscape revolve
around giants. Accordingp the mythology, giants have builhe mountaingor their shade,
carried watein their palms and created tlakes so they can use them as mirrors while the giant
children have created the landscape while playing with it.

The company was ptty much perceived as a giant itself. Being an international
company \ith so much money and power to influenae so many levels, with so many
politicians supporting it, it is not surprising that it managed to create this aura of omnipotence.

ifWe arectseusmbecause we ma,Barigwodld doftem say eherytalking c ol o0 s
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about the accusations and suspicions that people diragiainst the company's opymts
When telling his story atanFestto a crowd of young peopkround the fire, havent further
with the metaphor, comparing ttstrugglebetween the company and the resistance with the
biblical fight between David and Goliath. This shows that not oojyperters, but also the
opponentof the company viewed it in grandiose terms. However, a couple of times IHieard
sayinggAiSo met i mes | think that it  wabcouss heveth® made
was referring to the fact that, given theud noise made by thepponentsandtheir efforts to
make themselves visible, the company automatically came into the spotlight as well. Like in
many similar cases, the resistance had to make itself visible as much as possible in, order to
basically ensure that their placeill continueto exist. The company became visible before the
resistance due to the spectacle it created around it. The many adverts, present on almost every
TV channel, talking about the project and its necessitR m'Hi a  Mmuadetthe rtdmpany
known country wide. Theamnpany managed indeed put on quie a spectacle in the mass
media,but the most flamboyant spedicstarted after the opposition too&al action against
them That's when the company realized that their campaign had to be stronger,dndgapre
dramatic in order to not only win the hearts of Re 'Hs aamdof thdRomanians in generabut
also in order to make themselves look bigger and stronger than the opposition in the eyes of
those who invested in the project on the stock exchange. Thus,nipamy managed to make
itself look like more of a giant than was in reality. A giant that was ready to irressgbly
change the physical landscapérd Hi a Mont ant

The myth of the landscapeeing shaped or created by giants is widely met in various
parts of the worl d. Among most of the nati ves
the earth is believed to have come into being through the actions of ancestral beings who traveled
the earth from place to place leaving evidence of their actions in the form of topographical
feat ur es196518Mor phy

And though inRo 'Hi a  Mhe rbelief misuch beings is not a common one, rumors
about bones of the giants having been discovered back 0Ti@s by the miners were spread
through the media. However, the legends of giants creating the landscape feed into the narrative
of outsideagents modifying the landscape even more.

Denis Cosgrove has nicely underlined the relationship between myths and landscape and

how they shape each other. AMyt hs may both s
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those localize@nd specific landscapes imaginatively constituted from human experiences in the
materi al world and represented in spoken and
(Cogrovel995 282).Then he continues, raising the issue regarding humandtiteravith their
landscape and the point to which this can take placé:the cr i ti cal and enc
concerns the bounds within human life and action on the earth's surface should be defined. Our
capacity imaginatively to escape the bounds of larmpsgat simultaneously to master natural
processes and turn them to our ends here and now has always been fraught with moral
ambiguity. o

This moral ambiguity was certainly dominating the discursive landscépeo Hi a
Mo n t.amstambiguitywas createdmostly because the project proposed by RMGC implied
the creation of an open p®pen pit mining redefined mining and gave it a new dimension. It
was more convenient in terms of productivity and it seemed to pose less risk for the workers,
althoughfrom people's stories this last aspect seemed to be rather relative. Though everyone
seemed to agree that working at the open pit mine which started t97be at Cetate was
certainly less dangerous and necessitated less caution than working undertgreynebuldn't
say that it spared the worker's haladottdamn f Af t €
ugly. There was so much dust that you couldn't see from one level to anothéeted wWoyears
on thedrill. Tohell with it! | didn't feelmuch inside the cabin. | didn't do much effort... but | was
inhaling the dust. They would use water twice every summer, | think. It was nice when they were
using water since this was stopping the dust, but(tisie of waterwvas seldom. A mockery for
ones health that was... 0 one of my i nffoommant s
respiratory health issseand dying at an early age wastestimony of the harsh working
conditionsat the mineBut it brought intothe equation other issues. Suréamining interferes
more strongly with ecosystems aretefore it more significantlyfi@cts nature (herdpr the
sake of convenience, | am using the temature as it is presented through the lens of the
nature/culture dichotomy), but also other humativdies such as agriculture or fishin@g.L a+ g e
scale opepit mining is harmful to the environment because of the large volume of earth that is
displaced, the massive volume of waste that is produced, and the potentidgkriong
environmental toxicity oimi n e  wRaRdsa and Lyon 199ds cited in Coumans201]). |
think one could say that mining companies in the present day are giantgltfesrsnce open

pit mining isa gigantesque activitigself. The machines used during this activity, due to their
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size and power reminds one of the mythical giants who could carry boulders from far away,
build up mountains and cUreades tliakaadiaionsins it fhde
AA Sisyphean Destiy which was funded by the company and presumabbyposed itself to

confer a neutral view over modern mining, but presents it in a rather enthusiastic light, the
protagonist of the documentary shows his exciterabotitsuch giantsHappy that he happened

to be there exactlyn the moment when such a ostal truck was being assembled, he described

it with enthusiasmfisuch a monsteweighs240 tons and can carry 150 tons... the engine is a
V16. It has 230@r 2400 horse power. It consumes 14ideks of diesel fuel every hour... It is the
biggest truck tdhave ever been built | am so impressed by the modern technology anditiee

of the exploitation that | do not realize whether | am objectiveobany longer | promised that

| would only be awitness, butit is hard for the scale not to lean on mide when you see
something like thab( Ch i 'Hu , But 2H® @aét )that such giants would be used for the
exploitation atR 0 'Hi a Mid not raakeLthe opponenhappy, it made them worry about the
shock that the simple circulation of such huge machines might cause to the surroundings. Also,

in this context, the idea that a protected area could exist and even be inhabitddd soen

(d

more like a fairy talefiThere won't be a stone over another stonRia &Gi a Moyt dmtnger o

they often said, worriedlhe secalled protected area was the area known as the old center and
the company promised to preserve this area during their project due to its historieaBualu
the protection of the old centre wasn't even indbeapany's initial plan it seems; it was added
afterwards in order to cool down the opposition Aedause many of those who didn't want to
move lived in that area.

AWhen t hey mandhe begihnegthene wgs aocptotected area (in the plan).
Because there cannot be a protected area within a project of such an extt.first phase
they asked those living on the outskirts to sell... Afterwards they came closer to the centre. And
when they arrived in the old centre they stopped because there were pockets of people out there
who did not want to leave from the very beginning. And who said that they would never leave.
And then they invented this thing. Although initially it was not tered, they made an Area
Town Planning which approaches the central area of the town as a protected area. Between 4

open pits there would be a protected area which, theytsdidey woul dn'Ct | de mol

scoffed.
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Theenthusiastic discourse about theem's safety was not received well by toenpany's
opponeng either. The discourse was, as some of tbpponentsmentioned, fiall too
superlatived, talking about the biggest exploitation in Europe, the safest dam in the world and
so on.This discoursavas meant to give an impression of professionalism, certainty and safety
by making use of bombastic numbers and technical details, as one could see in these examples

from the company's website:

The RMPG6s tailings manage maenoreéasetl safety &nd capacithtas b e e
store extreme precipitations. Anywhere in the world, tailings management facilities are designed

to store a single probable maximum precipitation (PMP); in the current project, the dam at Corna
Valley may contain two consative probable maximum precipitations, while the probability for

this to happen is 1 in 100 million years. This unusually large additional storage capacity, in
addition to other design parameters of the Corna tailings management facility, make the dam

sygem 100 times safer than most of the tailings dams in the World.

The safety measures provided by the mining project exceed the applicable standards. The dam in
Ro'Hi a Mullre thenshfest mining dam in the world, designed so far. It will be built of
sandstone and andesitehard rocksi which will ensure its stability and make it withstand
earthquakes of 8 degrees, which have never occurred in the area of the Apuseni Mountains.
Moreover, the tailings facility will be located in a valley lined withylwhich is an unrivalled

natural sealarit

But the news about other mining disasters all over the world, such as the collapse of the
mining dam of Minas Gerais in Brasil, in November 2015, which killed at least 10 people, left at
least 500 bmeless and polluted the entire area, did not encouragppiomentto have faith in
such structures either. And besides thatopponentvho used to work as a topographer for the
state mine refutes the fact that the valley is lined with clay.

With all its grandiosity and its risks involved, open pit mining seems like a perfect

example of technological hubris.

ht t p: / / e n .-montaneprojeat/ffe@entyaskedquestiontailing-facility-built-R o 'Hhoatanal00-
timessaferusuattailing-dam.html
Phttp://len.rmgc.ro/media/howafewill -the-damyin-R o 'Hnoatanabe.html
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http://en.rmgc.ro/rosia-montana-project/frequently-asked-questions/tailing-facility-built-rosia-montana-100-times-safer-usual-tailing-dam.html
http://en.rmgc.ro/rosia-montana-project/frequently-asked-questions/tailing-facility-built-rosia-montana-100-times-safer-usual-tailing-dam.html
http://en.rmgc.ro/media/how-safe-will-the-dam-in-rosia-montana-be.html

[I.4. Natural magic, enchantment and extractivism

Cosgrove makes use of Greek mytholagyen he emphasizethe relationship between
humans and landscape. Thus, he underlines the issue of the technological hubris by highlighting
the character of Daedal us. ADaedal us: Il nvent c
agriculturalist, he works \th less labile aspects of the natural world so as to exploit its potential,
but always risking the danger of forcing it inbonatural paths by seeking to contain it or to
overcome the limits it imposes. This is what Renaissance thinkers would come ribedasc
natural magic whi ch i s dependent wupon the human und
(Cosgrove 1995289). All his inventions, though ambitious and inquisitive, take a dark turn. The
best example in this case is probably his most-lw@wn inventioni wings made out of wax
and feathers which could make a human fly and which brought the death of his son, Icarus. Due
to the fact that Icarus ignores his father's advice to not fly too close to the sun, the wings get
damaged by the Sun's heat dcatus falls into the sea and drowns. One could argue that it is not
the invention itself, namely the wings, that got Icarus killed, but rather the fact that he ignored
his father's advice. Either way, one can see the role played by the hubris of tmeagemey in
this story. ARnThe fate of |l carus serves to ren
The indeterminacy of our place in creation imposes limits not only upon human craft but upon
our capacity to behave truly as gods, and the shadomemesis falls even on the greatest
engineer and nau r a | magi ci an29® (Cosgrove 1995

The company'sntredi scour se seemed to tell a beau-
indeedRMGC 6 s w oarnagiallyflaicd one. Anything could go together witimything.
Thef act that my quest iR®OHIAavoNdsitdaappdeabecarissmfa sor r y
project such as the one that was planned by R
met with the answer ABut it won't disappear!
supporters seemedbet hose par adoxi c awantthe comppare towdstooy thewo u | d
mountains in order for them to have jobs and in the same time theyhganbuntains to stay in
place, as someone has putw,er e signs that these people bel
magi co power s. yliBad any magic dbihtye that was fhe ability to enchant. The
discourse was by all means enchantibguds a hop@jiving discourse, promising weflaid jobs,
development, family unity, infrastructure, prosperity for the whole of Romania and of course,

bringing back to th&k o 'Hs exemything they had hen their town was at its peakhe past was
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longed for by the oldeR o 'Hs amdhthe invocation of the past was a big part of the company's

di scoRo Biea Kegisistdaenth mining and can only existothr gh  mi ni ng. 0 w:
sentence | heard on the lips of almost every single supporter of the company. The company
promised to saviR o Hi a Mwhich @mthem meant making it livable, through surface

mining, a process which in fact usually damages placdsreakes them unlivable or difficult to

live in. The intensity of faith towards such a promise showed the level of enchantment in the
community and the company's high level of mastery in this art. When | expressed my confusions

to some of the oppentstot he generi c Abut it won't disappe
they always brought into discussion the manipulation that so many had to cope with. One of the
former workers described that every morning at work, the company's employees had to begin the
dayby listening to a speech about howoh progress the company svanaking and how certain

it was that the project will be able to start soon. This, evleenit was clear that the company

was losing ground massively. The more they were losing grounchéhe emphasis they were

putting on creating an optimistic imagboutthe future of their project.

Anotherr eason why the | ocals wer eRaHiiangManmgt asm
wonodét di sappear 0 amightebethe dastahhtttheamp atnhye sptraotjeedc tt h
mining project is only planned on 25% of the surfac®af Hi a  Moonnt reuhhAhatdis
not mentioned in this context is the fact that 25% meafecta lot for a commune consisting of
16 villages. Alsowh at i s seen heR®eHias HK§Ndiea nefergdlptoe of
the inhabited aread&t o 'Hi a Mwodrdées nottinclude the natural surroundings.

Portraying the present landscape as polluted was also part of the enchantment. The four
mounta ns t hat were supposed to be replaced by
underground works and significantly affected
RMGC brochure even though the underground wardenot visible, didnot seem toféect any
of the life at the surface and therdpswerecovered up in vegetation already; or at least they
used to be before the company started their exploration works.

People were told that thésk of dangeregardingthe dam was equal weroand thatthe
amount of cyanidéo be found in the dam would l@@nongthe smallest in the worldess than

the maximum safety limit that was required by the .E.U

Uhttp://len.rmgc.ro/media/whds-the-truth-abouttheemonaindustriatarea.html
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http://en.rmgc.ro/media/what-is-the-truth-about-the-mono-industrial-area.html

Very often the pr oj e cawdystartscamplping abeut the faco u | d
that the comany couldn't proceed with its plans without me even asking questions about it.
Often just some small talk was enough for them to start presenting arguments or even go on a
rant about the lack of feasibility of the alternatives to mining that were propysitee activists
and about how neharmful cyanide was. And the arguments were always pretty much the same.
They would mention Baia dé r i, anbther mining place, 35 kilometers away frétho 'Hi a
Mo n t and the fact that cyanide had been used there inasteapd now the area was so clean
that you could evego fishing out there. Then they would often add that cyanide is being used in
90 % of the gold mines in the world and that it can be found in everything, including coffee. The
last argument was probabiiye one that stirred most of the reactions from the activists, since it
was even mentioned by TraiBasescu at the time when he was still the president of Romania,
in an attempt to cool down what he called "the cyanide psychosis".

One of thearchitectsinvolved in therestoration oR o 'Hi a Bl &aritageaonde said
t hat t he mactyanide. & doasa't make s mifierence whethee exploits the gold
with cyanide or with butter as long as the landscgetsdestroyed But Adebunkin
Amydhabout cyanide mining seemed indeed to be
company discoursanyway while there didn't seem to be much of a conedroutthe fact that
the landscape would be completely changed. Mountains were not really msuaridinf they
were, flattening them down would still not be a problem, since Romania has plenty of them.

And still, the natural surroundings 8o 'Hi a Mwere énpoyed by many of the pro
mining locals for leisure activities, among them, fishing, swingrand 4 whesldriving. The
most weltknown locationis T LI WBrazi, due to its accessibility, being positioned right at the
edge of the town and only about 25 minutes walk from the old center. During the summer and
early autumnpit was frequently visitedby locals and tourists from the nearby towns who would
spend their time there sunbathing, swimming or making barbeques, particularly in the weekends.
But what to me seemed to be a lot of tourists for a rather small lake, for the locals were more like
nothing. They were mourning the old times, especially the ones EI88e when the number of
tourists was muclnigherand plenty of touristic cabingere put up around the lakeAnd the

company had promised to bring those times back.
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TLul B r a z i) duinB summe(Phdtogriaph by Larisa Sevasjre

AExtracti vism cont @ndrescci& Kallis 2017 dQDicfa lHarveya s p e c t
2005: 18 andthis utopian aspect was fed by the company's image of futuristic redeemer. And
those who spoke for thiituristic redeemer and spread its word had a seemingly contagious
optimism and enthusiasm abdbée utopia and an adamant sedinfidence. The best example in
this sense i§eorge a young man who used to work within the public relationgRMGC and
who also, as he proudlyentioned used to be quite involved in the local political parties.
According to his statement, the payment he received when working for the company was very
generous. Heold methat the company lhlesome good chances to start the @cojand havas
convinced that given the fact that this happens, he would get his pobiéick He
enthusiastically talke@dbout the thousands of people thaiwd be employed if the project
begins andvasfirmly convinced that the anttompany protests we manipulated by the owners
of the wood factories in the area, wlovisagedhat their employees would leave their jobs for
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