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Let's listen to the women

their feet are dancing on the sand
let's listen to them

and be silent.

(Gioconda Belli)



This thesis is the outcome of what has been a¢wnsuming, yet fascinating period of
my life from which | have discovered very much. Quigif not the most important, by-
products of my thesis has been that | have leatensively; both about myself and
about the world around me. Hence, | am foreverkhano Haldis and Marit, who gave
me the opportunity to study gender in Norway. | \doalso like to thank specially my
supervisor Cecilie for her continuous support, @nagement and patience. And to all
the international friends | have met along these y&ars; thanks to whom the working

environment at Bergen —and the continuous rain-bkas made enjoyable and fun.

| would also like to thank my boyfriend, family aridends back in Spain for their
support; Arnaldo and Lourdes from Nicaragua fotingt me do fieldwork in their
projects, and Saddy, Hol and Panda and the restyoManaguan friends for their

warmth.

To conclude, having been in Nicaragua undertakieighiork for this thesis has been
one of the best things that have happened to rhavé been given the gift to meet
powerful and courageous women from whom | haventeagry much. | cannot say that
| thanked them as they deserve. But | do not belew researcher can. It is not about
how many chocolate gifts, songs or temporary love gre willing to give to them. It
doesn’t matter how much you try, or how bad yoeratit to give some of yourself in
return for their honest, open-hearted storiesfef liISometimes it seems like you will
never be capable of giving them something as bighes they have already shared with
you. This is the reason why | will be forever irbtdand why this thesis is dedicated to
all my informants who shared their life-storiesiwihe and to all who helped during the

process.

Beatriz Ortiz. Bergen. June 2009
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My aim in this thesis is to explore the experieneesl life stories of different age
women in Nicaragua, who are involved to a certaiter® in street prostitution. The
importance of exploring different age groups isutaerstand what Nicaraguan NGOs
call “the cycle of prostitution” (CEBS and Mary Bada, 2006): the cycle in which
girls* and women start selling sex, remain and may dtérwmards. Within their life
stories, my intention is to discuss gender idergitatnd gender norms in Nicaragua in
light of the different feminist approaches thatsexn regard to prostitution. Among the
life story interviews | conducted, | have divide¢ mformants into three different age
groups: teenagers believed at serious risk fromtirsgaprostitution, current women-
who-prostituteand ex-prostitutes; and | have chosen six of themmyamain informants.
Not only will | explore how prostitution shapes ithworld, but more particularly, | will
explore how my informants live with the stigma altad to this kind of activity whilst
also consideringwhat they think of their past as well as what thegnt and expect

about their future lives.

In order to introduce this research, in this chapteill present my motivations and
inspirations that encouraged me to write this #edso including a brief outline of the
history of prostitution, the economic and sociainelte of Nicaragua and the overview

of this thesis.
1.1 MY INSPIRATIONS AND MOTIVATIONS

| had two fundamental inspirations that helped mexplore this topic. The first being
prior to my fieldwork, | noticed what appeared asoatradiction in modern capitalist
societies where women-who-prostitute are condemanedyet demanded. This situation
gives rise to an uncertainty for the women whowaaated and criticized at the same
time. Prostitution is, in my opinion, a very conteosial and interesting topic as it deals
with questions regarding gender norms and beliéfsaziety. Considering this, |
thought of it as an interesting field to explorehrs “Gender and Development” Master

Thesis.

! Although | know there are also men involved ingtitation, in my stay in Nicaragua | did not seenme
prostitutes. The majority was women and there \aése transsexuals, who were considered women by
the organization | worked with, and so | considem women too.



My second inspiration was a situation that | exgered during fieldwork. One night
during one of our walks in Managua, three NGOd st&imbers and | were talking with

a group of women-who-prostitute. Suddenly, we wadtehit by flying tomatoes that
were thrown from a truck passing by. Someone, viMooght we were all women-who-
prostitute, was insulting us and he proceeded teast insults such as ‘whores,
daughters of a bitch...” while throwing the tomatoAfter he passed, a strange thing
happened. We, the staff members, were all conceabedt what had happened as some
of us were also hit by the tomatoes; whereas thmemswho-prostitute continued as if
nothing had happen: they ignored it. Later on thatning, when | arrived home and
started thinking about what had happened, | falegad as | realised that these women

seemed to be used to this kind of incident andccoat do anything against it.

As | will present in this thesis, being hit by anato is not even among the worst
experiences that have happened to these womenashuitexperienced this in first
person, it inspired me and validated my intentonvtite this thesis in a narrative way.
The women ignored this episode, but in my opinioest episodes of violence should
not be ignored and should be acknowledged. Additipneven if this violent episode
did motivate me, | do not intent to promote a vigiwwomen-who-prostitute as victims,
because as | will also illustrate, these life g®nportray women who fight for survival

in the everyday and yet, have the courage to mowespite their circumstances.

Prostitution is a controversial issue that reflettsny different and contrasting ideals
and norms, making it very difficult not to placeuyself in a moral or even political
stance. After completing my fieldwork and havingemwiewed women and girls
involved in prostitution, my intention is that afing to give a voice to the silent and to
learn from their experiences. The result beingelp hhe reader reflects upon an issue
that it is normally pushed aside by society. | agnéth Lorraine Nencel in the fact that
feminist research should contribute to improve rimfants lives (Nencel, 2001). As |
plan to translate this thesis to Spanish and setwdNicaragua NGOs, my own way of
trying to help, it is to give voice to my informantso their stories will be heard. | wish
that it may contribute to promote debates and ¢Bfias that will help to improve these

women'’s and girl’s lives.



1.2 BRIEFLY OUTLINE ABOUT PROSTITUTION WITHIN HISTO RY

Although the word ‘prostitute’ derives from Lafjrthe first historical records about the
existence of prostitution date from the Antique pig§Ordofiez, 2006). It was not until
the IV B.C century that the first written statenseabout prostitution emerged. Since
then, and according to Lacqueur (1992), the comedipation of prostitution and
women-who-prostitute has changed within time. Woiweio-prostitute were seen from
the Antique history until the Renaissance as baweistotle explained it to be because
of the ‘calor genitalis’ and this conception conia into medieval times and through
the Renaissance, when they considered the womheofvbmen-who-prostitute too
moist to have children (lbid, 1992). According tadqueur (1992), it was not until the
19" century that prostitution was regarded as a vitachv threatened society and
women-who-prostitute as harmful individuals. In therds of Varela, this was linked to
the institutionalization of prostitution, which iat the same time related to the
beginnings of salary work and monogamy marriages€h 1995 in Juliano 2001).

With regard to contemporary history, women-who-ptote were considered as having
particularneed of sex in the ¥9century or as sufferers from a psychopathological
disorder in the early 20(Kong, 2006). Prostitution was perceived, as ndtgdarole
Pateman, as a ‘necessary evil' that protected wofren rape, due to the assumed
uncontrolled sexual needs of men (Pateman, 19883 @n outcome of poverty (Kong,
2006). Nowadays, prostitution is considered as phaithe international sex industry
which is estimated to mov&2.000 million dollars a yeaacross the globévilla and
Gonzalez, 2006)it is not until recently that debates considerimgsgitution as a form

of work or not have emerged, as | will show in dea3.

In the next section of this introduction, | willalw general lines about Nicaragua and

about my fieldwork in order to serve as backgrounidrmation.
1.3 SOCIO ECONOMIC DATA

Nicaragua has a population of 5.1 million habitantd it is the third poorest country in

the whole American continent. The present situat@n poverty and economic

% The prefix ‘pro’ meaning ‘in public’ and the rostatuere’ meaning stand.



inequalities of the country can only be understbydpaying attention to its recent

history, which | am about to explain briefly.

After 43 years of conservative dictatorship of B@moza family, whose regime was
allied with the United States and involved privatisn and expropriations of lands,
came a terrible earth quake in 1972 that destrggatl of Managua and forced the
government to order the evacuation of the centtbetity’. The capital was desolated
and a general state of insecurity and thefts erdergbis period was followed by 10
years of revolution and war, ending with the vigtarf the revolutionary, called the
Sandinistas. So, it is said that the earth qualearsymbol of the end of Somoza’s era.
In the 80’s, the Sandinistas were initiating to uikb the country and introduce
egalitarian laws to their people (Tully 2007, Alear2000, Gariazzo 1991) and started a
massive alphabetization, which can be observed ytoola Nicaraguan’'s high

alphabetization indexes.

However, by that time the United States imposedemaibargo in the country, what
Nicaraguans call thecbntra war” which caused thousands of deaths. Accordmg t
Noam Chomsk{; Nicaraguan per capita deaths caused by Americaihst period was
equivalent to 2.5 million. of North Americans. Theuntry was in a critical economic
state and the government had to devaluate thenercy, which lead to a general
inflation in Nicaragua’s economy. People startedingp again for the right parties,
which have been governing from 1990 until 2007.1808 the country was again
destroyed by a natural disaster, the hurricaneciMitvhich caused 3.800 deaths and 1
billion dollars in damagés On the & of November of 2007, the Sandinistas were

elected again and Daniel Ortega is the currenigerat

The years of warsatural disasters and the “embargo” from the USgalther plunged

the country into a state of poverty. It was estadathat in 2001, 42.6% of Nicaraguan
population lived with less than 1 dollar a day (BEM, 2005). This data places the
country according to the first Millennium Developmiegoal, —that of eradicating
poverty— as extremely poor. In addition, UNICEF adaiso shows great economic

inequalities perceived in the fact that nowadagspdr cent of the whole income in the

? http://www.nodo50.org/espanica/histonica.html
* http://www.aporrea.org/actualidad/ag8711.html
® http://lwf.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/reports/mitch/mitchnht



country goes to the richest 10 per cent of the [adjour. If we go beyond this
definition of poverty in strict economic terms anteasure poverty as the lack of
resources to participate fully in a society, thea would unfortunately realize that
Nicaragua is poor in many more senses. This casbberved in the fact that according
to the UNDP, in 2008 Nicaragua was out of 179 coesitthe 128 in the list of the
Human Development Indéxas this index takes in account not only econoimit,also
educational and health measures.

The Nicaraguan population is mainly mestizo (Ameian and white) at 69%, being
17% of Nicaraguans white, 9% black and 5% Amerintiaviore than half of
Nicaragua’'s population (53.2 %ijs under 18 years and the reality of many of these
children and teenagers is somehow problematic.oétth education is compulsory
according to the Nicaraguan Constitution, data frolNICEF suggests the tough
situations for many children in the country. Schatiendance in primary education is
79%and children tend to spend an average of ten yemrfinish their primary
education, when in reality this period should kst l@o more than six. In fact, only 29%
of Nicaraguan children finish elementary schband according to UNICEEthis data
is clearly related to child labour for 167.000 children andladcents; and also to
teenager pregnancies as adolescent pregnancies f@pmne of every four births and

girls often drop out from school when they are pag.

There is a situation of inequality between womed amen in the country in most
spheres, except that of adult literacy rate analerant ratio in schools where the
number is equat . This is said to be due to the efficiency of #iphabetization

programme in the 80 s. In spite of this, inequaditstill persist. This can be shown for
example in the employment’s ratios and also indéwa concerning violence. In the first
case, the World Bank estimated that the women’sualforce in the country was, in
2004, 309 although that number doesn't take into considemainformal work and

® http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/nicaragua.html
" http://hdrstats.undp.org/2008/countries/countrgt faheets/cty fs_NIC.html
8 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-wafactbook/print/nu.html
iohttp:llwww.unicef.org/infobycountry/nicaragua.html
Ibid.
Yibid.
Ybid.
Sibid.
% http://hdrstats.undp.org/2008/countries/countrygt fsheets/cty _fs_NIC.html
'3 http://devdata.worldbank.org/genderstats/gendeaRp®rpt=profile&cty=NIC,Nicaragua&hm=home



house workIn addition, the unemployment rate in urban area46 for women and
26% for men. However, the joblessness for womdavier than men’s in the informal

sectof®.

A second sphere in which inequalities can be peeceis violence. Unfortunately, the
data concerning this issue has shown to be infegby the fear of the women to report
violence and therefore varies depending on thebdat In fact, rhujeres en reda
feminist cyber-newspaper states that between 30-68%dult women in Nicaragua
have been physically abused, whilst only 10% o§éhoave reported'{t Having found
no actual official data, | did discover that in B9Police reported that 30% of all the
crimes committed in the country were due to vioeagainst woméfl Additionally, in
1998 Endesa estimated that 28% of the women hagriexped some kind of violence,
either sexual, physical or psychological (CEPAL &iiFEM, 2005).

To conclude this section and in relation to prosith, in Managua which has
1,093,760 habitantS there are estimated 2000 prostitéitek is believed that 40% of
them are minor$! who work averagely 24 hours per week in the sireeid earn 3

dollars per hodf.
1.4 SHORT INTRODUCTION TO MY FIELDWORK AREA

Given this problematic situation of children in te&reets, violence against women,
sexual exploitation and poverty in Nicaragua (CEB8 Mary Barreda, 2006), there are
several NGOs that have been raised to improve tbesditions. In Managua, one of
them is CEBS, the NGO through which | got to know mformants. CEBS is a
Christian grassroots initiative that was develop#dr the civil war in order to help the
poorest people when the state could not or didaaott to afford it. In the words of its
leader the priest Arnaldo Zenteno, they serve aegl@ious effort of bringing justice

and peace to the poor peopl€enteno, 2008).

'8 http://lwww.gtzgenero.org.ni/conferencia/2_11_3.pdf

7 http://www.nodo50.org/mujeresred/spip.php?arti8&8

18 http://www.gtzgenero.org.ni/conferencia/3_2_4.pdf

19 http://www.xolo.com.ni/nicaragua/demo/managua.asp

20 http://archivo.elnuevodiario.com.ni/2002/abril/aBril-2002/nacional/nacional3.html
L http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/nicaragua/fitesion.htm

22 http://www.ocavi.com/docs_files/file_550.pdf
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According to him, what they have achieved so fatoisvork for a greater awareness
among the women about their sexual health and tbeation of groups for leisure
activities between mothers and children in ordetetathem spend more time outside

home in a safe environment.

The CEBS run several projects, most of them rel&weddomen and children. During

my fieldwork, | worked on two of these projects. @©wnf the ventures was the

“Samaritanas” which helped women-who-prostitute;peostitutes and their families.

The other project was “La Casa Hogar”/ the “Houeeih”, which assisted girls that

were at serious risk from prostitution and had beaped or battered by family

members. My fieldwork warealized in both centres from the™af June until the 10

of September, as | will explain in detail later.tBaentres were in Managua, the capital,

and were financed by external organizations.

To conclude this chapter | will now give a briefeoview of this study. The thesis is
organized in 9 chapters. In the next two chaptelspter 2 and chapter 3, | will
describe the literature | have read in order taenthis thesis as well as specifically
mention the feminist literature and debates reldtegrostitution. A special mention
will be given to the gap in research that this iheseks to fill. Chapter 4 will deal with
methodology and ethical issues, and in chaptemdll lexplain the theoretical tools |
have employed in the empirical chapters: chaptersahd 8. In the empirical chapters |
will analyse the life stories of different informtan although in each chapter | have
chosen two to be the main ones. Chapter 6 will isbia$ an analysis of the life stories
of teenagers that are in high risk of startingeth sex. The main topics of discussion
will be that of the adult management of their beditheir internalization of gender
norms and their reasons to or not to start seieg Chapter 7 will explore the life
stories of women-who-prostitute who are currentlythe streets. The main topics of
discussion in this chapter will be the tension lestw their mothers and women-who-
prostitute identity, their motives to start sellisgx and the way they name themselves
as women-who-prostitute. Chapter 8 will addresslifeestories of ex-prostitutes. The
main topics of discussion in this chapter will beit history in and out of prostitution,
the way they name themselves as women-who-prasditamd their future expectations.
To conclude this thesis chapter 9 will addressgéneeral and final conclusions that will

finish in a debate concerning feminist’s thoughts.
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In this chapter | will mention relevant studiesavie made use of in this thesis. Given
that my informants are teenagers and adults, | bhaed quantitative studies about sex
behaviour among different age groups in the counthave also employed qualitative
studies concerning gender norms and ideals, inojudsexual behaviour and
prostitution. Finally, | have used ethnograplsaesgender and prostitution around the

world. I will explain all of them briefly.

3. 1 GENDER INEQUALITY, SEX, PROSTITUTION AND TEENA GERS.

According to CEBS, the NGO | was working in, pragion in Nicaragua has to be
understood as an outcome of poverty, social ingasdind the patriarchal system in the
country. They put their emphasis on the fact thastnprostitutes begin working when
they are teenagers and conclude that Nicaraguaatygdends to have double moral
standards towards women and girls that can be dedain the issue of prostitution

condemning and demanding them at the same time $CGii8 Mary Barreda, 2006)

With regard toteenagersafter a survey of 841 people in Nicaragua, Rani had
colleagues found out that Nicaraguan teenagersirttachalized Nicaraguan unequal
gender norms (Rani, Figueroa and Ainsle, 2003).r€kalts of this survey showed that
boys polled were somehow pushed to have sexualiomthips before marriage,
whereas a Nicaraguan girl's sexual life tendeddabtively discouraged. Concerning
gender inequality and in agreement with these t®s@erglund and her colleagues
found similar results by using focus group discossiwith 29 teenagers in Nicaragua
(Berglund, Liljestrand, Marin, Salgado and Zela$897). This group of researchers
focused on teenage pregnancies, which have incteasthe last years and is a topic
that | discuss here in relation to the life stgrieecause four of my main informants
were teenage mothers. According to these authbesjnicreased number of teenage
mothers is due to the lack of sexual educatiopoteerty, to school dropouts and to the
necessity of unwanted girls to belong to somebddheir research also suggests that
there is a double moral standards in girl's sexadcation; signifying that they are
influenced by what they called “the virgin Mary syaome”, which means that girls are
taught to learn to be good women and to be chiestaing at the same time to be good

12



mothers. Abortion is illegal in the country andstinesearch illustrates the influence of
the Catholic Church on how teenagers are taughtptiegnancy is not a trouble, but a
gift from God. To conclude, these authors showed fitom an early age, teenager girls
have internalized their future role of mothers ahdy sadly conclude that being a
mother is for some poor girls the only possessitm only possibility to have

something, which they give as explanation of tteeeased number of teenage mothers.

Concerning prostitution, the CEBS and the other N@@t work with this theme state
in their book ‘En la Gargantd that within this context of injustice, there argk factors
that lead girls to start prostitution which may w#&mom teenage pregnancy to poverty,
sexual abuse or having been abandoned by theiliéanfCEBS and Mary Barreda,
2006). These results coincide with the findingsSahdoval-Vera, a Chilean feminist
who propose that there is a relation between chilastitution, poor families and
children in the streets (Sandoval-Vera, 1990). sTgerspective on prostitution is also
illustrated in two researches that have been pudddidy different Nicaraguan feminists:

Norma Moreno’s and Johanna Alarcon’s.

Norma Moreno, in her bookAlas rotas (Moreno, 2006) reflects upon how social
institutions like the State, the church and theosthin Nicaragua have influenced the
sexual violence and machismo of the country arateslthis to the existence of children
and adult prostitution. She interviewed women-whaspitute, politicians and random
people and came to the conclusion that, in the chsgenagers, prostitution cannot be
considered as chosen freely, as prostitution ireggrshows the privileges of men. In
relation to her interviews of politicians, she clmged that the Nicaraguan law system
was updated in relation to prostitution and sexaxadloitation according to the World
Human Rights and Children Rights laws. However, whs also concerned about the
fact that in reality, those laws were not known dlly the government and ministry
workers. With regard to the 105 ordinary people istberviewed for her book, Norma
Silva concluded that most of them had a prejudivielv towards prostitution as a
necessary evil or as a sin. Finally, in regard e 11 women-who-prostitute she
interviewed she concluded thatost of them wanted to do another thing (91%),rditd
have primary education (81%), had been raped wikeémgkkids (91%), had suffered
from intra-familiar violence (100%) and had starfgastitution before 13 years old

(81%) due to economic needs (46%), rape (18%) cause of the intra-familiar
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violence (18%). After her study, Norma Silva assdrtiet prostitution is a violation of
women'’s and girls rights. In relation to this, louta less politicized discourse, Johanna
Alarcon and her colleagues (Alarcén, Tenorio, Meaz, 1999) made 100 interviews
with different women-who-prostitute in Managua. B\é this research was made 10
years ago, the results of these interviews ardyreaarkable and significant for this
thesis. What is interesting about this researdfesfact that they asked women-who-
prostitute if they considered themselves as workensot. 34% considered they were,
whereas 58% did not consider themselves as woaketslid not think of prostitution as
an arena to demand workers rights. Aside from thisy asked them what they would
need to get off the streets: 54% answered a dgaenthile 28% respondea man who
would help them economically. Finally, another reting aspect of this research is the
fact that it shows how some women-who-prostitutarshthe prejudices about
prostitution that society has. This was illustrateanany examples, such as 43% of the
interviewees’ thinking their job as not importamtadl or 33% thinking that men want
them because their wives cannot please them.

3. 2 ETHOGRAPHIES

Ethnographic work made in Managua has dealt motie ggnder norms and ideals than
with prostitution itself. Anna Johansson, who wrtite book The suffering womén
(Johansson, 1999), explores how gender is linkéd thie classic theme of the private
and the public spheres. It can be seen in her ws@ns that the street is a man’s realm
and undertaking a task is the only valid reasonafevoman to be outside the home.
After her fieldwork she concluded that Nicaraguaonven had a discourse of suffering,
as in other Latin-American countries. This implieat women claim moral superiority
by stressing their experiences of suffering. Cowtri this position, in her book
“Negotiating love in post-revolutionary Nicaragu@Hagene, 2006) Turid Hagene
declares that as for her informants in the Esperamoperative, she did not find a

discourse of victimization, but of courage andstsice.

Both Hagene and Johansson have agreed on thédéagiender relations in the country
are clearly shaped by the absent fathers and byintportance of motherhood
(Johansson 1999, Hagene, 2006, Gariazzo, 1991)d TWagene has taken this
argument further and drawn four main charactesspicNicaraguan’'s gender relations,

which will be applied here in this thesis as baokigid context. As for Hagene, the cult
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of motherhood, the preponderance of female headaddhnolds, the aggressive
masculinity and gender based violence are the ofaracteristics of gender relations in
the country (Hagene, 2006).

In this thesis, a special place has to be givewittence since all my informants
suffered from some kind of aggression. In her tvapgys Mary Ellsberg and her
colleagues (Ellsberg 2000, 2001) show how the 8mation of men and women in
Nicaragua is influenced by “machismo”, and how dhed of their 100 women
informants thought alcohol was the reason of meimgo&iolent and another third
considered that it was because of men’s jealousyile® findings have been obtained
by Mo Hume (2008) in El Salvador. She argues thamen’s bodies are less valued
than men’s and are even less appreciated whenstiaetlyhaving sex. She states that
violence against women has become bound to magguloha certain extent, being

tolerated from an early age.

To conclude this chapter | will introduce the fathnographies | have employed and
learnt from in writing this thesis which deal sgally with prostitution. Sophie Days’
“On the gamk (Day, 2007) explores the different identities argowomen-who-
prostitute in London and she relates it to thebliguand private arenas. Day states that
the contradiction between the oppression of theeGtad the freedom of the Market in
regard to prostitution is at the basis of the stigattached to it as well as to the denial of
rights for the women. Her main claim in the bookhs need to consider prostitution as
sex work and the need to give rights to sex workiéven if the economic and social
contexts of England and Nicaragua are far fromstee, Day’s use of the private and
public tool in relation to prostitution has beenrywéelpful in this thesis and has

influenced partly my way of exploring the data.

From a very different context, Bethlehem Tekolak@la, 2002) has written a very
engaging ethnography about three women-who-préstitu Ethiopia. Her main point
was to give voice to the silent, as in her countssearch about prostitution has always
been linked to research about Aids, therefore woewlen-prostitute have not been
properly considered as subjects of research; butiids propagators. Her main

contribution in regard to my thesis is her desocrgoand narrative way of writing.
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Lorraine Nencel (Nencel, 2001) was very descripto@in her book Ethnography and
prostitution in Perll. She spent 1 year undertaking participant obseman Peru, but
was unable to do life interviews. In her book shestto avoid occidental feminism
approaches to prostitution —which | explore in thext chapter— by calling her
informants “women-who-prostitute”. She decided totrefer to them as ‘prostitutes’
because of the negative connotation nofsax workers’, as she considers that such
labels undermine the fact that poverty is at th@shaf women engaging in prostitution
in Peru. | have borrowed this conceptualizatiommfroer, as | will explain in the next
chapter. Her main contribution is, in my opiniore thpening of the debate concerning
occidental feminism and prostitution in Peru sing®,that which occurs in Nicaragua,

the social and economic context cannot be compatteose in the North.

Finally, | have found only one ethnography abowsfitution in Nicaragua by Susanne
Adahl (Adahl, 2001). Inspired by the classic theofighe “public” and the “private”,

this scholar explored how women-who-prostitute fight against stigma by focusing
on their homes and on their children. In her opinithey do so by spending the
considered “dirty money” won in the ‘public’ in tinéprivate’ sphere in their homes

and in their children.

My aim in this thesis is to fill a gap regardingearch on prostitution in general and on
prostitution in Managua in particular. Except frdmkola’s one in Ethiopia, none of the
studies mentioned above considered a life storyosmh as their main methodology.
As with Nencel, even if she did take a very int@ngs point in debating against
considering prostitution as work in a context of/gay, as | do here; she was not able
to do life interviews and she didnly observation. Regarding Day, as | have also
mentioned above, her brilliant work cannot be ambltompletely in Nicaragua due to
the differences in social and economic contextmall, although Adahl did
ethnography of prostitution, she did not consideftsgat risk or ex-prostitutes as
subjects of analysis, as | have done here. Sajsbeof life stories as my main method
as well as the inclusion of these three differawoiugs of girls and women (teenagers,
women-who-prostitute and ex-prostitutes) is intehd fill a gap in the prostitution
research in order to understand prostitution froeperspective of different age-groups

and with the aim of exploring the cycle of prodiin.
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Before starting to present my research materidhis chapter | intent to describe the
different perspectives that feminists have devedomgarding prostitution. In addition
to representing an important debate, this is ctdoi@xplain my point of departure in
this thesis and to understand the debates | drathenempirical chapters. Although
feminists generally agree on the fact that prostitucan be seen as an outcome of
patriarchy, scholars are divided in two main poksgarding prostitution: those treating
women-who-prostitute as victims and those treatnegn as liberated women.

The first group of feminist scholars is named dhmmiist or radical feminists and
includes academics such as Mille, Barry or Patem@heir main argument towards
prostitution is that it reduces women to objectsl #imat it violates women’s rights.
According to this group of feminists, prostitutioeflects male dominance in society
because men are taught to use women as objectiedeepthemselves in a sexual
manner (Jensen 1998 in Oriel, 2005; Scoular, 20teman, 1988). One of their
arguments to support this is the extreme violehe¢ these women suffer. In her book
“The Sexual ContractCarole Pateman (1988) affirms that, even if equaistated by
law, men and women do not enjoy the same righterd’s, according to Pateman a
“sexual contract” that benefits men: a masculindespread tacit contract that assures
the access to women’s bodies through marriage tifutosn or pornography with no
condemnation from society. She criticizes wkhe refers to asnéutral’ visions in
regard to prostitution that speak about it forgettihat most women-who-prostitute are
women whosell their bodies to men and who suffer differgmitets of violence. Barry, a
feminist psychologist, moves further in her arguthexposing that prostitution is a
form of sexual slavery in which women or girls cahkehange their life conditions.
According to her, what makes prostitution an exagjlslavery is not how they started
in prostitution, but the fact that they cannot (&@arry, 1998 in Ordofiez, 2006 p.103).
She underlines the importance of childhood violeaed infant rape in these women’s
lives, in order to understand how they remain iasptution. In her opinion, women-
who-prostitute see themselves as people who dalesdrve a better destiny due to a

violent childhood.
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When authors like Pateman or Barry adopt this &bolst perspective they presume
that prostitution is inherently exploitation andetéfore assume that prostitution is
essentially wrong and has to be abolishkd.this way of understanding sex and
prostitution, the women-who-prostitute are seerviaBms of the patriarchal system

which never allows them to choose prostitutionlireleut rather forces them to do it.

What this group of feminists forgets is that evénthere are some women-who-
prostitute who have little control over this chqitgere are others who choose it and get
more economic power by working as women-who-praiitThis is the main argument
of the sex radical feminists or pro-rights femigiahd include academics such as Kong,
Overall, Juliano, Pheterson and Kesler. Their n@omt is that prostitution is not
intrinsically degrading, that it can be chosenlifend that it has to be considered as a
form of work, also in order to give rights to thexsworkers. In this respect Weitzer
states that most of the them do not suffer frontevice and criticizes researchers that
put the focus on violence and victims and end ahis$ opinion, with unrepresentative
samples(Weitzer, 2005). Also Kari Kesler, an ex-prostitua@d feminist scholar
reiterates that moral judgments of considering firg®n as “essentially wrong” are
produced in the minds of the feminists without makinto account the views of sex
workers themselves. She therefore criticizes tligcah feminism because they speak
about victims and abusers and not about what sipgests is the reality for many sex
workers: that they are working in the sex industinat they are resisting male power by

having sex with more than one man and that theyyehjeir work (Kesler, 2002).

According to this perspective, Kong in fact arguaiser his fieldwork in Hong Kong
that some women-who-prostitute thiadve chosertheir profession can have more
economic power than “average housewives” (Kong,620Bven if it is not clear what
this author means by “average housewife”, andsfflaldwork area of China could be
compared worldwide, the point is that there is@ugrof women-who-prostitute that the
radical feminists forget: those who choose protstituas a way of living, those who are
happy with their choice’those who challenge the notion of proper womanhand as
subverting conventional sexualityKong, 2006 p.412 ) Taking this argumémtther in
this direction, Nagle argues that the sex industay even empower women (Nagle
1997 in Kong, 2006).
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One of the central concepts that this group ofrgbts feminist is concerned with is
that of stigma; first studied by Goffman, as | vdéscribe in the theory chapter. Authors
like Pheterson and Juliano for example put emphasishe influence that the label
‘prostitute’ has in these women’s lives. They aghat a fight against the stigma
should be the priority in helping these women. Pisein argues for example that
without what she calls ‘the whore stigma’, prostao would be like another type of job
(Pheterson, 1996 in Kong 2006). This labeling sgrve her opinion, as a way to
control women. Juliano, an anthropologist from Atyga, is also concerned with this
labeling. In her two booksLa prostitution el espejo oscurcand “Excluidas y
Marginales, she explores how there is a subtle violence sanitctions that marc the
limits of what society is ready to accept and stlates this to the stigma attached to
prostitution (Juliano, 2001; 2004). In order toued this violence and stigma, Juliano

states that it is necessary to give rights to tbmen-who-prostitute.

To conclude this chapter, | would like to presersictical applications of these thoughts
in two different countries, Sweden and Holland. Bwedish legal model follows an
abolitionist perspective. After one year of the rappl of the law that tries to abolish
prostitution by punishing clients and not the womeéro-prostitute, the number of
street women-who-prostitute in Sweden fell from @5@ 1500 (Ordofiez, 2006).
However, Luisa Ordofiez, in her bookeminismo y prostituciénhas argued that this
model needs to be assisted by preventive projents reeeds a paternalist and
nationalistic State and therefore cannot easilyriorted to other countries. Moreover,
the fact that the number of street workers hasedsed does not mean that these
women have left prostitution. This point was alsded by Sophie Day in the case of
London in her book On the game(Sophie Day, 2007) where she declared that after
trying abolitionist measures in London, women-whospitute moved from the street to

more private venues.

In contrast, pro-rights feminists want to give tgko these women. The legal system of
Holland follows this perspective, where women-whogbitute can work as
autonomous workers and have legal and sanitarystighowever, and given the fact
that most women-who-prostitute are immigrants, lws is limited because these rights
only benefit Hollanders or migrants who are legathe country, but do not apply to the

illegal ones. What is more, this law has producéthak market in which some women
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remain, without being able to work legally or witliavanting to be. It has to be noted
that this discussion regarding identity, legalitydarights of prostitution has an

occidental origin. So that, when we feminists tabbout considering prostitution as a
form of work or not, we are in fact analyzing ibifin a western viewpoint that cannot
necessarily be applied to the rest of the worldusTlit is necessary that this question is

raised in the Nicaraguan context and by Nicarademnnists.

In the case of Nicaragua, Nicaraguan scholars aminists follow an abolitionist
approach. The CEB%and Mary Barreda argued that prostitution is @asion in which
girls and women are sexually exploited (Mary Bazradd CEBS, 2006) and calls these
women and girls rhujeres en situacién de explotacion sexual comErcighich in
English would mean “women in a situation of sexcaimmercial exploitation”. The
reason of doing so is that they believe prostitui®never a free choice, but reflects a
situation of injustice that has lead these girld aomen to be working in the streets.
With reference to this, Norma Moreno in her bod#ds rotas (2006) considers —as |
have already mentioned in the previous chapter-ine with Carole Pateman’s
thoughts, that prostitution is an example of thgsvia which men can access women’s
bodies. Nicaraguan feminists, as far as | know, ldraever call them ‘sex workers’
because they believe that legalizing prostitutioould be like legalizing a crime.
However, as | will stress in the empirical chaptarsy informants did not called
themselves “sex workers” and never would they narttemselves “women in a

situation of sexual commercial exploitation”.

This naming debate will be commented throughoutwihele thesis, because it was
very relevant during my fieldwork. There was natoenmon understanding between the
actors in this field (NGO workers, priests and nuwsmen-who-prostitute, families
etc) in the use of terms. Furthermore, as | hayggested previously, there is not a
common understanding between feminist scholarshereconcerning how to call the

women nor how to address prostitution as a geneeaa

To conclude this section, it is essential to pa@uat my own position in this area and
how | will name my informants throughout this tleegjiven that, in this context |

%3 Mary Barreda is another NGO that works with ptosgis in Managua. CEBS “Grassroots ecclesial
communities” were the NGO in charge of the Projeeas working in.
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consider the use of terms reflects ones idealsbatidfs in regard to prostitution. First
of all, | have taken into account that feminist@ealns in English language call people-
who-prostitute either ‘sex workers’ or ‘prostituteNevertheless, | also have to respect
that Nicaraguan feminists would probably be up$dt ¢all them ‘sex workers’ or
‘prostitutes’ because they believe —and after ngydWwork | understand why— that
calling them workers underestimates the social aadnomic injustices that have
brought them to work in the streets; whilst thisoalinderestimates the fact that most
women started prostituting when they were minoisally, | have also taken into
consideration that the women did not have a commam of referring to themselves
and the use of terms would vary from ‘women frone gtreets’ to just ‘women’.
However, they would not use ‘prostitute’ or ‘whoi® ‘women in a situation of sexual
commercial exploitation’. So, | have found myseif a dilemma while writing this
thesis, because there is not a word that can testhiem without a political or a

stigmatized connotation.

In view of this, | have decided to use the ternxts# exploitation” when dealing with
minors in prostitution, as it is referred to indntational Laws. | will also use the term
“Sex workers” however, but only when they use twerd themselves. Finally, the
terms women and women-who-prostifdtel will use most often in this thesis. |
personally believe that those terms are the beSbrapallowing me to respect the
opinions of Nicaraguan scholars and the NGO workleemselves. Nevertheless, | am
not using their terms either, as usitwyomen in a situation of sexual commercial
exploitation” is marked with a view of the women as victims whiafter the life
interviews, | am not completely comfortable wittwill illustrate this in the next pages,
which portray women with a lot of courage and woméro did not find prostitution as

necessarily negative.

| end this chapter then by apologizing to those wiay be upset by this decision, but

as | have said, it has been a very difficult aspeutriting this thesis.

24| borrow this label from Lorrain Nencel which shsed in her ethnography in Peru as | mentioned in
the last chapter.
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5. 1 INTRODUCTION

My fieldwork in Nicaragua took place from the ™.bf June 2008 until the 0of
September 2008 in Managua, the capital. In thessetimonths, | worked with two
projects the “Samaritanas” and “La Casa Hogar”, cwhdeal with prostitution in
different ways and which are interconnected as #reyboth part of a bigger institution,
the CEBS®. In the beginning | had only planned to work irat@aritanas”, as it was
more directly involved with prostitution; but, asvill explain later, | ended up working
in both projects.

The first project in which | was participating wealled “Samaritanas”. This venture
works with women who are, were or could become Ivaea in prostitution. It is also

concerned with the families of these women, tryim@revent that their children follow
their example. The “Samaritanas” project has beeming for 12 years. Their main
objective is to help these women reconstruct tines by focusing particularly on their
self-esteem. As it reads in the brochure of thejepto“To contribute for the

reconstruction of the lives of teenagers and womgensk or in sexual exploitation

through an integral way”

The “Samaritanas” project involved a range of défe activities including: family
visits, law and medical assistance and workshopsvfomen, teenagers and children.
They dealt with different topics depending on tge:avomen’s rights, sexual behavior,
contraception, self-esteem, creativity, teenageygmancies, handicrafts, games and
sports. Wednesdays and Thursdays nights —from 8pith 1Lpm— the workers and
volunteers would walk or drive through two of theaim focal points of street
prostitution in Managua, giving the women condomd ehocolates. They called these

trips “Salidas a Foco&™. There were two different routés the “poor route” and the

5 CEBS stands for “Comunidades eclesiales de Bag#iristian grassroots initiative in which projetts
was doing my fieldwork.

% The literal translation would be “trips to the ghts”, because the women stand in the street nea
spotlights to be seen. | call them in English “Nigtsits” or “Night walks”.

27| will preserve the anonymity of these women bgrafing the name of those streets and routes. So, |
will call them from now on the “posh route” and thmor route”, because one of them took partin a
posh area of Managua and the other one in a venyedlaus and poor one. When going in the “posh
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“posh route”. The main objective of these trips waslearn how the women were
coping, whilst it also represented a first approast contact with women who did not

know about “Samaritanas”.

Throughout the 3 months stay of my fieldwork, Irtpapated in everything | was
allowed to do. In the beginning of my research bwather restricted compared to the
end of my stay when | was thoroughly involved. Timsluded being allowed to go to
the Wednesdays and Thursdaysight visits”, to be present at family and medical
appointments and participate in all the workshapd even have an active role rather
than just observing. In fact, due to my backgroasda psychologist, they asked me to
arrange some workshops on gender and sexualityl afgb arranged a workshop in
laugh therapy. As | will come back to in the sectabout methodological challenges,
building trust with the women was very difficultrf;me because they only came once a
week to the project and because they had some hperiences with a previous
researcher a few years ago, which made them saspiaf my intentions. On such an
occasion the researcher took pictures of them while theyeweorking in the streets
without permission. Because of these difficultielsad to wait almost 2 months to start
with the interviews. | played the guitar, | madegmafor the children. | had to put all
my efforts into showing them | was trustworthy. &lg, | was able to create confidence
and in the end | was able to conduct the interviexts the women and their families.
Furthermore, my camera was stolen in the first mmosb in their eyes | had no

possibility of repeating that offence. This was pusitive result of the theft.

The second project in which | was participating veadled “La Casa Hogar’/“The
House-Home”. “La Casa Hogar” is a house into whiod Ministry of Family Affairs
sends girls that have been abused, in most cas#éselyyfamily or neighbours. It is
therefore considered that they cannot live in t&in homes any longer because they
live in extremely problematic conditions. The gidgay in the “House Home” for
months or years depending on the changes in thgiilyf home, on the verdict of her
trial —if they have— on their family situation dreir development in the house. So, “La

Casa Hogar” becomes these girls’ new home until Miaistry workers decide

route” the stuff would be walking since it was safdile when doing the “poor route” the stuff wouldt
get out of the vehicle, as it was very dangerougad sent some days to one and some days to the oth
route in order to observe and learn about bothecasit
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otherwise. The objective of the project ‘iEhe transformation of the lives of the
teenagers that have ended up in a serious situatigesychological damaf€Codemi,
2003). In the attempt to accomplish this, theyamrge workshops, handcrafts and

Christian group’s sessions, for those who desifeésychological help is also provided.

As a result of the free time | had in the first fewonths, and as a way of thanking the
CEBS for allowing me to investigate in one of thgtojects, | asked them if | could do
volunteer work in la “Casa Hogar”. As | am a psyldgist, my role in the project was
to do some workshops in sexual behaviour as wellh &elf-esteem. In the end, | also
organized sports and gymkhanas. The outcome blkatd had a very close bond with
the girls all from the beginning, and | experientkese relationships to be very warm
and fulfilling. It was not until the middle of myeldwork that | thought about including
the “House Home” girls in my research, This wasdose most were considered to be at
risk from prostitution —as | will show in chapter &nd because research so far, has not
linked teenagers at risk with current women-whaosptote, as | pointed out in chapter
2.

5.2 GATEKEEPERS AND FIELDWORK

In order to get background information and be idiied before the interviews, | had
several so-called “gatekeepers” among the worketke projects. The main ones were
“Samaritana’s” coordinator, Lourdes, the socialinea Saddi and Marlene, the

coordinator of “La Casa Hogar”. Even if | mentionly 3, many people helped me
throughout my fieldwork and interviews. This invetV including me in discussions,
explaining the customs and celebrations in Nicaaagwiting me to their homes to eat
and sing, driving me, taking away my louses and oit even killing the rats in my

room.

Lourdes, the “Samaritanas” coordinator, introduced to the women and family
members in an embarrassing moment at a generaingemte Friday morning, in

which | had to talk in front of everyone about wéryd what | was doing there, while
everyone was eating cake and celebrating a gimsvarsary. Lourdes also advised me
and revised my interview guide before starting wittlle process of interviewing the

women. On many occasions she also kindly drovearsaine of the women’s houses.
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Without her help, even if it cost me some embamgsaoments about which | can
laugh now, interviewing the women would have beempassible. My second
gatekeeper is Saddi, who help me greatly wheninsithe families. Thanks to her |
could see the women’s homes, interview some of treerd | could share her Friday
workshops with the children. From day one, my thirdin gatekeeper, Marlene gave
me freedom to do workshops and interviews withdinks from the “House Home”. She
not only allowed me to conduct the interviews, lilgo encouraged me to do so,
thinking that it would be important to include tegers in the research and hear their

life stories.

5.2 METHODS

Although my main methods were participant obseovatfocus group discussions and
life-story interviews, | will start this section byientioning briefly the ways in which |
acquired background information during my timehe field.

| was able to have informal conversations and g&ervrew with the priest coordinator
of The CEBS, Arnaldo Zenteno. He was one of the tl@oerunners of the
“Samaritanas” project and he told me about theohysbf Nicaragua and how the
projects were designed accordingly. | also had & \gwod relationship with the
“Samaritana’s” workers with whom | had extremelyeiesting informal conversations
about prostitution. Furthermore, | had the oppdtyuto read and photocopy some
documents of both projects and some studies ankldisdhat were previously made by
“Samaritanas” about sexual exploitation. | was aigso touch with a feminist
organization in ManaguaPuntos de Encuentfothat provided me with feminist's

documents from the country.

Concerning my main methods, | will start by outigi my use of participant

observation. Participant observation is not onlynsidered as a way to obtain
information, but also a way to produce data thaokihie reflexive process between the
researcher and the participants (Ameigeiras 2000asilachis 2006). In the beginning
of my fieldwork, I primarily did participant obseation which as | have pointed out
before, became more active and interesting aswierd by. Since | was dealing with a

sensitive topic, | thought observing was a good vweagtart —and for a while it was the
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only thing | could do-. In the end, it helped nwepgdrepare for the interviews by
building trust with my informants. Through partiaqgt observation, | gathered
important background information about the womdatsily, their notions of being a

woman and about men, marriage and also prostitution

When usingfocus group discussion, | applied this techniquéhbwith the adults,
teenagers and pre-teenagers of the “Samaritanagcprand with the girls in “La Casa
Hogar”. My intention of using focus groups was w@irgaccess to their beliefs about
womanhood and manhood. | think this informationlddoe better obtained by using
this method than with a private interview, for leason that one of the main benefits of
using focus groups is that people build on eaclerstiesponses and come up with

information that would be less accessible withbig group interaction.

Sadly, as this thesis has a maximum number of pagés not have enough space to
comment the results as thoroughly as | would Ideatthough | will briefly mention

some in the empirical part.

Finally | will describe here my main tool in thikesis which is life story interviews.
Charlotte Linde (1993) describes life stories as gtories and connections that people
express when telling about their lives. The usdifef stories has the advantage of
stressing the point of view of the speaker. Sogténtists use life stories not only to
look at individual concrete cases but also to espend explore thorough an individual
life, issues and problems of society (Gullestad®4)9Hence, life stories can be used to
analyze how people construct their identity as vesl how do they construct and

experience their world and may give important infation about society.

| had several reasons for choosing life storiemggnain instrument of work. First of
all, using this method was a way of attempting molerstand my informants through
their own words, especially considering that idigntian be perceived as the story we
make about ourselves (Sharim, 2005). As identigoimething we continually construct
and reconstruct throughout our lives, life stomesse used in order to gain information
about my informants’ lives, which | consider motgtable for my intentions than using
a formal structured interview. Second, in dealinghwsuch a sensitive topic, |

considered essential to let the informants chobsethiemes they would like to talk
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about or not. To facilitate this, the use of literg was required because of its open
character. Third, as my knowledge of this fieldvadrk and of Nicaragua was basic
before travelling, using life stories prevented rnem being prejudicial and of
interfering in posing questions with my occidenpaint of view; whilst letting them
play a more active role in the interview. Fourtld dimally, the use of life stories can be
a way to give voice to silenced groups in soci@yeigeiras, 2000)Women-in-
prostitution are one of those silenced groups.

Although | had prepared an interview guide, | usudid not pose many questions but
generally let the informant speak freely throughtbetinterview. As | was recording the
whole talk, my attention was directed towards camversation which made the whole

process more personal and intimate.

The interviews with the “Samaritanas” women too#&aggl either in the project building,
or in their homes, depending on availability. | as tried to hold the interviews in
their homes so that they would feel more comfogahhd | would get a better
perspective of their lives. There were only 3 infants whom | did not know before the
interviews. Lourdes, the coordinator and my maitekgeper, chose them because she
had a good relationship with them. In la “Casa Hbdglae coordinator Marlene and |
asked the girls to participate and almost all @nthwanted to. All of the interviews in

“La Casa Hogar” were conducted there and | knewnglinformants in advance.

Although | am mainly referring to six main inforntann this thesis, | held 30 life story
interviews with the participants who were part 8aftmaritanas” and “La Casa Hogar.
Four were woman-who-prostitute, four were ex-ptasts, eight were family members
of the women (sisters and daughters), one was a ®bdw was not related with
prostitution at all —something | discovered lateeight were girls at risk of being
prostitutes from La Casa Hogar, two were girls frtira Casa Hogar” who were not in
serious risk —something | also discovered laterd- w0 were teenagers-mothers who
were adults and had been considered at risk girtheir past, but had not ended up in
prostitution. The reason of choosing six life serto present in this thesis has to do
with the limited page count and my wish to predéeir life stories in a narrative way
and give a fuller picture of their lives. Furthemaposome interviews were not so

relevant for my topic, although they helped me twlerstand better the notions of
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manhood and womanhood and gave me some useful loackyinformation. The six
main informants have been chosen because they spbkat prostitution more
thoroughly in their interview or because they areolved to a larger degree within it.
Their invented names are: Venancia, Dulce, ZenoGimconda, Aura and Rosa
Argenting®. In order to analyze the material, | have traibsct and translated the
whole interviews and divided my 6 key informanttiB different groups according to
age and life situation, that is: at risk teenagels,gwomen-who-prostitute and ex-
prostitutes. | have chosen this way of analysiider to investigate the cycle of
prostitution by seeing it through the experiences @erspectives of different age

groups. This division will be the backbone of timepérical part of the thesis.

5.3 METHODOLOGICAL CHALLENGES

The greatest methodological challenge | encounténesughout the whole process

concerned my role as a researcher. | felt guiltjyetomes because the stories of my
informants were very emotional and very hard, antesponse | could not do anything
but just listen. Although as a psychologist | anegared to listening, | had serious
frustrations in not being able to help them mo€ne of my biggest challenges in the
whole process was not to cry during interviews aatbeing able to help them to solve
some of their problems, but being there as som#wtecould only give temporary love

and hope.

Another methodological challenge concerned the samgs the sampling of my
informants has not been random. It would probalalyehbeen better to randomize the
sampling, but it was impossible. The time was shod | had never been in the country,
therefore | did not know anyone in Nicaragua betoagelling there. | spent 2 months
trying to become trustable, partly due to the uwathbehavior of the previous
researcher, whilgpartly because it always takes time to build trustthe end, | had
little time to do the interviews. It could have bdeetter to do more than one interview
with my chosen women; however, | decided | woulthea have more of the shorter
interviews with a variety of women, instead of fevbeit longer interviews with fewer

women. Besides, and regarding the “Samaritanagicpgmants, | always had to go with

% Their names are invented in order to preserve #r@nymity and have been borrowed from important
women names from Nicaraguan history.
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someone from the project in the venue's car, samzgg arrangements became
difficult. Therefore, some of my decisions weredzh®n this timing issue. As a final
point, it has to be noted that this sample is Yemfluencedby the fact that all the

informants are somehow involved in the organizatiahove all those informants
related to “Samaritanas” project. So it cannot &id ghat they represent prostitution in

Managua as a whole.

To conclude, and even if | think that life storytli® most suitable method | could use in
order to write this thesis, it has two big disadeges in relation to the validity of the
data. Life stories are influenced in many ways ahdnge over time. According to
Mallimaci and Giménez (2006) it is important notftoget that interviewees do not
describe "truth” but interpretations of their livexf their own small pieces of “truth”.
Therefore the data is based on stories that hame fbansformed and biased throughout
the interview and throughout their lives. One @dh biases is social desirability, when
people lie in order to make a certain impressiath tanachieve coherency. As a result, |
tried to prevent this by asking again when thingpeared to be contradictory or by

asking my gatekeepers.

5.4 ETHICAL ISSUES

Before we start, | must mention that | have beery wareful with the ethics in this
thesis due to the sensitivity of my topic of resbaand of the life stories that | explore
here. In this last part of the chapter I will pomit the ethical aspects that | have taken
into account within this research. Firstly, my mtien with writing this thesis, as | have
already mentioned in the introduction, is to he@lpmprove the lives of my informants
by producing knowledge about their circumstances assigning a social value to this
kind of research. Secondly, all of my informantewnthat | was there to investigate
and an informed consent was givendtly Thirdly, | have tried to develop my fieldwork
in a less intrusive way, in order not to harm mfpimants. Lastly, | have tried to use
my informants’ conversations and life stories insthhesis in a respectful, non

judgemental and responsible way.

Nonetheless, there are some ethical issues anderfpad | faced that have to be

discussed here, before | start to analyze the data.
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Participation involves diving into people’s real{flallimaci and Giménez 2006), and |
was very lucky to be able to participate and “divefo all of Samaritana’s and “La
Casa Hogar” activities. However, | was constantglihg a tension between being
involved and trying to keep distance. | was not%0#® volunteer because | was doing
research, but | was not 100% a researcher eithbadla multiciplity of rolesFor
example, when | was participating in some of theksbops | was neither a volunteer
nor a researcher. Furthermore, my particular bakgt as a psychologist may have
influenced my participants. On the one hand, it rhaye helped them to speak more
openly with me and to be able to build a bond betway interviewees and me; but on
the other hand it may have created some confusisome hopes for change that |
could not accomplish. Nonetheless, | never hid esearch intentions —they all knew—

and | was very concerned with being ethical andesbwith them.

As | have pointed out before, my main ethical déston relates to the “Samaritanas”
sample. Lourdes was with me in the interviews i women-who-prostitute and she
was also the one who introduced me to the women.th@none hand, having a
gatekeeper was the only way to access the infosnaant on the other hand | felt that
being with her gave me the power to be trusted. Whmen-who-prostitute told me
their stories, but we will never know if they feftdirectly and subtly forced to do so

because of the power of my gatekeeper who coostirtae venue.

To conclude, and in relation to “La Casa Hogar” glanl was a volunteer there until
the end of the second month when | was informetidha of the primary objectives of
the venue was to prevent the girls from being sixeaploited in the streets. It was not
until 1 spoke with one of the founders that | diseed this. Marlene, the coordinator,
and | decided then, to try to include some of thits gn my fieldwork after informed
consent. My role then changed, but not completétgm a critical point of view, this
change of roles could be confusing for the gidifyaugh we tried to explain tinem the

situation so that they could understand.
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INTRODUCTION

Prostitution, as | will discuss in the next pagean be seen to highlight gender
dimensions both as a structure and as practicen 8is thesis both focuses of analysis

will be used.

On the one hand, if we focus the analysis on aftral level, gender can be understood
as a hierarchical construction which ranks somevididals —men— in a higher position
than others —-women—. In fact, gender inequaldiesso relevant in the organization of
societies that some authors even consider univérsdact that women are in some way
subordinated to men (Rosaldo and Lamphere, 19443 Jubordination brings about
contradictions regarding for example the way in akhmodern liberal states define
citizens, considering men and women as equals;ewhile dominant sexual code
defines them as opposite¢Connell, 2002 page 56). When the attention igl gai
gender as a social structure, these dimensionsfley can help us examine how
gender norms are expressed through people’s asittavards prostitution. Within this
structural focus specific attention in this thesil be given to stigma, thus it is related

to these gender norms, as | will present in the pages.

On the other hand, if we focus our analysis on gerab practice, gender can be
understood as a process: the process of acquiendeg identity, of living that gender
identity and in sum, of performing that gender iitgr(Moore, 1994) as it is alsane of
the factors of the transformation of physical bedieto social bodies (Lorber and
Yancey 2004). For the individual person, genderstoiction starts with the assignment
into a sex category —boy or girl—-, which becomasdge through naming, dressing, and
the use of other different markers (Lorber, 19%hen the focus of analysis is given
towards gender as a practice, it helps to undatsteow informants perform their
gender identity within a stigmatized role: that gbstitution or that of having been

raped, as is the case of my informants.

In order to understand the cycle of prostitutidre televance of using both dimensions

—gender as structure and gender as practice—h$yhigportant in order to understand
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the difficult processes in which girls under 18 nsagrt in the street world, continue in
the streets for some years and yet, may or mayleave afterwards. It is however
important to have in mind that such a division kes#w gender as structure and practice
is made for academic and analytical purposes. &h Iife, those aspects are highly
interconnected and therefore my informants theneseldo not consider them

separately.

GENDER AS A STRUCTURE

As | have previously mentioned in the introductioh this thesis, my interest in
prostitution was founded in the contradiction thaee in modern capitalistic societies
in relation to prostitution. On the one hand, thera demand for women-who-prostitute
while, on the other hand, there are legal impediméor them to work. Authors like
Sophie Day, who has also studied these contradgtiinds at the basis of these
contradictions the fear of transgression of bouledaretween the private and the public
(Day, 1996). Day states that there is a constarsida between the regulations of the
State and the freedom of the Market and between isltansidered private and public.
In her account, the outcome of these tensionsisiémial of rights for the women-who-
prostitute (Day, 2007).

Modern capitalistic societies demand that eachviddal is productive in order to be
regarded as effective complete citizens. Howevdrgrwthis productivity is linked to
sexuality, social norms tend to be raised to comdgnAs Kong points outSex has no
intrinsic meaning” (Kong 2006 page 426), and it is society which ayesn and
transforms meaning for what is considered as séyud@he legal system in Nicaragua
states the right to free sexual expression, bus doé specify its position towards adult
prostitution. It does not say if prostitution ighar legal or illegal. This uncertainty
reinforces the belief that prostitution is not ayws being an economically effective
citizen, but as a way of disrupting the gender lidéavhat is to be a woman. As Sophie
Day suggests, prostitution demonstrates how sooegjt be scared of transgressing
the boundaries between what should be private adicp by limiting women-who-
prostitute' rights as workers and by trying to htdem (Day, 2007). They do so by
pushing them into the margins of society. Even dlyl3 arguments cannot necessarily

be transferred to Nicaraguan society, her insighy be very useful, as in this whole
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set of contradictions we can find some of the basiteh will make clearer how society

deals with the issue of prostitution in general.

As | have mentioned before, my starting point iis thesis is that gender is one of the
most important structures of differentiation in waisociety organizes individuals.
According to Nicaraguan scholars, an important etspd#f Nicaraguan society’s
organization is patriarchy (Moreno 2006, Sandovaia/ 1990, CEBS and Mary
Barreda, 2006). A society is patriarchal when nmoede members tend to represent and
have the power compared to female. According tedhm@ted authors, patriarchy is at
the basis of prostitution in Nicaragua. Thus, Ilvekplain its influence in different

levels of society.

According to Silvia Walby, patriarchy can be tradadsix structures of society: paid
employment, household production, culture, sexyatite state and violence (Silvia
Walby 1990 in Connell 2002). In relation to paidgayment, and as | pointed out in
the background chapter, women in Nicaraguan soeiaty less than men (CEPAL and
UNIFEM, 2005). As well as this and in relation tousehold production, not only do
women earn less but they also spend more time diongestic tasks (Ibid, 2005). In
fact, in Nicaragua there is often an encouragenoénivomen to remain home to
perform domestic tasks and take care of the familyile men provide economically
(Johansson 1999, Hagene, 2006, Gariazzo, 1991gldtion to education and culture,
as | mentioned in chapter 2, women are encouragedténd schools and learn.idt
according to CEPAL & UNIFEM (2005), the only measun their study on gender in
the country in which women are equal statisticatiymen. In relation to sexuality,
which is one of the main structures linked to ptoson, as suggested already in
chapter 2, men are encouraged to have an activealggx whilst women are
encouraged to be chaste. In relation to The Skates and jurisdiction, despite being
presented as neutral, are in many cases not natiafllbut gendered in different ways.
Finally, violence is very relevant in my researohrélation to society’s ideas about it,
and also in relation to the individual bodily exiperces, as | will present in the next

section.

According to CEBS, the patriarchal system in Nigawa tends to objectify girls and

women and divides them into two opposite and exatupoles: the good ones and the

33



bad ones (CEBS and Mary Barreda, 2006). As | meato before, previous
anthropological work in the country has summarizedjender relations into four main
characteristics: the cult of motherhood, the preleoance of female headed house-
holds, the cult of aggressive masculinity and tihmemce against women (Hagene,
2006). Concerning these general aspects and the aleady presented about
Nicaraguan poverty, it can be said altogether tluémce girls at risk into considering
prostitution as a way out. In fact, and accordiagltliano, it is considered that the
more obstacles women face to find a job, the |lesgaion they have and the more
social barriers they face, the bigger probabiligre is that theywill end up doing
rentable tasks which entail high social costs amedspnal risks” (Juliano, 2001 page
12). One of these economically rentable tasks astpution. By street work, women
can earn more than in other professions such estsellers or cleaners. However, and
using Bordieu’s conceptualization, the lack of abcapital may cancel the benefits of
the access to economic capital (Bordieu in Juli&@f)1). What is more, this lack of
social capital is due to stigmatization. In fact,mraentioned in Chapter 3, some radicals
feminist authors like Pheterson, consider that ewithstigma, prostitution would be
nothing but another kind of job (Pheterson 2000ulano, 2001).

The world “stigma” comes from Ancient Greece, whdficials would make some
marks on people who broke the rules or misbehavedine predefined ways (Neuberg,
and Smith, 2003). Stigma would then be the mark ¢bald be seen from the outside
and therefore differentiate the “good” from the dbaNowadays, the word stigma is
used to refer to more subtle and invisible markse that of being a woman-who-
prostitute. It ign considered thdthe attributes made object of stigmatization anege
incongruent with the stereotype of what a givenspershould be in a society”
(Goffman, 1963 page 25). In his classic bo&igmd, Goffman presents his main
theory concerningtigma and his main thesis: societies stigmatizgplgewho do not
follow a pre-established model of what a persorukhbe. Moreover, he underlines the

importance of being ‘normal’ for an individual’sadtity (Goffman, 1963).

Thus, if society’s model of woman is that of depamtdand fragile (and as | have said
before, in Nicaragua the ideal of woman is highhkéd to motherhood and to “the
home”) the model of ‘the prostitute’ is incongruemith this ideal. The ideal woman,

using Mooser’s conceptualization of the Triple Rdlgamework, is that of thene that
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focuses her role in the reproductive tasks andsaanuch in the productive ones. The
Triple Roles Framework is another analytical tdalttin relation to my data, has come
to be highly relevant in my analysis. The framewoaknes 3 kind of roles: reproductive
(taking care of the children and domestic workpdurctive (activities by which people
earn money) and community roles (the collective mseat production and community
organization). The point of departure for this feamork is that even if women and men
are generally engaged in some of these roles,ethgmgement is gendered and not
symmetrical. In fact, women in general face tripides to a greater extent than men
(Mooser 1992 in Kabeer, 1994). Given that womerNiocaragua are encouraged to
develop reproductive roles in their home, women-phustitute then disrupt the
scenario and disrupt societies’ implicit norms diava woman should be and what
ought to be separated as public and private. Sexlisequently seen as a private thing
that should not be sold and should not become @uBlex should remain private,
especially concerning women. Regarding men’s séyualociety encourages them to
have as many sex partners as possible (Mo Hume3) 20t encourages them to be

involved mainly in the productive roles and nothe other two types.

According to Juliano, an Argentinean pro-rightshaopologist, there is a symbolic
violence towards women that pressures them toJiolloese pre-established gender
norms and ideals. This violence can be less sabtlepeople can be openly stigmatized
in cases like prostitution. As for Juliano, thislgnce serves to distinguish and clarify
which femininity and masculinity is desired by sgigi An example she illustrates in
her book is the analysis of the insult “puta/whof&tiliano, 2004). This insult can be
considered as one of the worst —or the worstrds you can call a woman. Even
women-who-prostitute themselves do not use thishwihen calling a woman a whore
you are labelling the complete whole of herself #mas insulting her in a very real
sense. Juliano points that however, there is nb augord for men, or at least not with
the same negative connotation. Interestingly, drieeoworse —or the worst— words you
can call a man is that which insults his motherdigtctly insulting woman but not
men-— by calling her whore: “hijo de puta/son ofitehy. What this example suggests is
that prostitution rarely refers to the sex indu$tuy rather to the widespread idioms that
involve morality (Day, 2007). Additionally, the gtnatization can be regarded also in a

wider perspective through which we can see thawmtbmen-who-prostitute are often
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considered ‘deviants’ and consequently, they walirg this label over all spheres of
their live (Adahl, 2001).

Stigmatizing women-who-prostitute serves threeeddht objectives in the words of
Dolores Juliano: differentiating two kinds of womg@good’ and ‘bad’), marginalising
the ‘bad ones’ and freeing society from its respluhties (Juliano, 2001). Given the

importance of these objectives, | am going to ihiice them all.

First of all, stigmatizing women-who-prostitute wes to separate the two kinds of
women: the good and the bad. That differentiatiaotly reminds the first group about
the limits of their behaviour. In order to be ‘nainthey have to be ‘good’ in
opposition to the ‘bad’ group, which serves to proel a gender hierarchy (Kong,
2006). This is an example of the violence | haveaaly mentioned that is at the basis of
the gender system. The second objective of stigingtiwomen-who-prostitute is that it
marginalizes the ‘bad’ group; it silences them aedders them in a high status of
defenceless. When women-who-prostitute are seethasbad’ group, and more
generally when people are stigmatized, they arecoosidered to be adults with full
dignity and respect (Goffman, 1963). In consequgetieelegal and social system tends
to push them to the margins. Thirdly and finallfigmatizing women-who-prostitute
seems to free society of all responsibility. Ratkiesin admitting the fragility and
contradictions of the social norms, prostitutiomves as an arena in which gender
norms can be confirmed and reproduced for the wémieety. | have already mentioned
that the majority of women-who-prostitute in Nicgwa start to work in the streets
when they are minors. Interestinglpd sadly, society condemns these women and girls,
yet does not condemn a system in which girls cap dwut of school for long periods
without punishment. In fact, thmoor attendance standard is one of the main ridbfa
that encourage girls into street life and one a thctors that keeps women-who-
prostitute in the streets. If they do not have adycation, what other means of earning

money can they achieve?

As | have discussed here, prostitution shows adensith respect to gender roles and
ideals which is resolved by the stigmatizationled tvomen-who-prostitute, instead of
the clients/abusers or the system. Prostitution mseals something about gender as a

hierarchical structure which defines the kind adfablwomen that should be ‘produced'.
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This ideal woman is opposite to the women, the wembo-prostitute are supposed to
be because of their work. These tensions undertatiens of power. As Connel points
out, power is broadly diffused and the more diftysgeneralised and invisible the more
‘normal’ it is perceived and the more difficult thallenge or resist (Connell, 2002).
Despite the invisibility of these dominant gendeéealogies (Foucault, 1972) they can
be distinguished if we analyse them carefully itatien to the experiences of the

individuals.

GENDER AS A PROCESS

Having analysed gender as a structure and thedfin@man and girl that Nicaraguan
society demands and rejects, it is necessary tergtathd which mechanisms are
involved in the appropriation and performance es#hgender norms and femininities
by individual women. In order to understand thigjll use a framework that can deal
not only with the stigma and the social norms comied before, but also with the
individual identity and experience, that is The&li&s Approach by Scheper-Hughes
and Lock (1987). Within this framework, the body what these authors call the
‘mindful body’ as they state that body and mindiaseparable— is not only seen as a
biological object, but also as a symbolic, socral @olitical one which is culturally
produced as well as influenced by its historicahmeat. The 3 Bodies Approach is
useful in my research as it permits to take intmaat this body history as well as the

importance of the stigma that ‘impregnates’ my infant’s bodies at all times.

The 3 Bodies Approach outlines different dimensiohthe body: the individual body,
the social body and the body politic; which | aningoto briefly explain here.

The individual body is considered to be the liveghexience of the body. Among the
strong bodily experiences that are related to nigrimants, to be raped, to be violated
or to be battered are experiences which are sdffeyethe individual body. Within

these experiences, the body is treated as a ti@ugnell, 2002) and these are
experiences that, as we will see in the life intams, will mark those girls and women’s
lives for ever. The individual body could be linkexlthe ego-identity as discussed by
Goffman. That is, the part of identity linked to athis experienced individually, with

everyday challenges and stigmas (Goffman, 1963).
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When the framework further includes the so calkatial body’, it implies the cultural
constructions of and about the body. This couldifdeed not only to gender identity in
general as | have discussed in the last sectidmlbao to social identity. Women-who-
prostitute have to deal with the cultural consiartd regarding their body and how they
are considered; two aspects that are intrinsicaligted. In a more general sense these
women have to deal not only with those horrible ezignces against their person’s
bodies, like rape for example; but also with howisty views them afterwards and how
they are often devaluated. This understanding@fsttial body could be linked to how

women’s bodies are often less valued than men’sKiMime, 2008).

Finally, the model includes the “body politic’. Bhdimension of the body represents
the regulation, surveillance and control of the ibsd Although | am not going to
mention it very intensively in the empirical chaptethis dimension helps to explore
how the police and the justice system treat wombka-prostitute, girls at risk and ex-
prostitutes. So, it helps to understand the notafnihe body held by the political and

legal power.

In conclusion, the three Bodies Approach can besefull framework in this thesis
because it can include how gender ideology, disssurand violence shape the
individual bodies, which will be appreciated where 8ee examples of stigma.
Furthermore, the framework can also adequately estgigow individual people face

gender identities by sometimes admitting them, sones contesting them.

Now | am going to relate this last part of the deapo how individual people perform
gender. Even if the concept of gender deals wittual and social implications, as |
have pointed out in the last section, it has alsalgective dimension linked to identity
(Sharim, 2005) which is both constructed and liddore, 1994).

Discourses and social practices about gender nfayente individuals in a singular
way. Specifically,“the discourses about sexuality and gender freglyenbnstruct
women and men as different sorts of individuglsfoore, 1994 page 50). However,
those discourses tend to be contradictory withemtselves and also in relation to the
social structure of gender. These contradictiormglppee tensions as | have presented

before, such as of being a ‘good’ or a ‘bad’ wonfRegarding individuals, it may seem
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as if we all have only one identity. In fact, duwethe stigma suggested in the last
section, some stigmatized groups like that of tleenen-who-prostitute who are easily
categorized into just one fixed identity. Howeuer reality, due to these contradictory
discourses, we tend to have not only one uniquetityeand subjectivity, but multiple
ones and therefore multiple subjectivities (Modr@94). Even Freud, recognized that a
person is often developing at the same time iredif§ directions (Connell, 2002). This
Multiple Subjectivities framework by Henrietta M@&ors another theoretical tool that |
am using in analysing the empirical chapters, b&edu helps to understand how a
person can assume various identities without nadgsgeeling she is not the same
person. Within this framework, a person is thenstituted by various subject positions
which defines onesgo-identity.

What makes the case of prostitution interestinth& the social stigma attached to it
makes it very difficult for the women to build ihe eyes of the social more than one
identity apart from that of being just a woman-wgrostitute. Prostitution remains to be
seen as a form of sexuality rather than a form efkwDay, 2007) and it impregnates
the whole person. So, even if women-who-prostitate also mothers, sisters and
women; and they actually take those subject pastitheir job —and what people think
of them or their ‘social identity’'— is what mostligtermines their identity in the eyes of
others. As Kong points,The prostitute stigma works between the working@emland
the public self of good women and wivgkong, 2006 page 423). So, the stigma
attached to prostitution provides woman who arekimgr in the streets with a social
identity that conceals their other more privatenidess, like that of being a mother, a
woman or a worker. Above all and concerning thdigipants of this case study, the
stigma is even greater due to the fact that evestipution itself has its own hierarchy;

street prostitution being ascribed with less st#tas indoors ones (Kong, 2006).

What is really interesting concerning prostitutisnthat while women-who-prostitute
have a stigmatized social identity, clients arewadld to have a positive one that in
general, is not attached to any stigma. As | hasiated out in the previous section,
stigmatizing the women-who-prostitute serves toorgnthe other part of the sex
industry: the clients/abusers. Understanding thegmptions about them can give us
highly interesting insights into dominant masculini Concerning this, Pheterson

summarized She is bad for what she is; he is bad for whatdesdPheterson 1996 in
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Kong, 2006). The way clients are perceived tendsritecize and blame women-who-
prostitute at the expense of their social identity.Nicaragua, where prostitution is
neither legal nor illegél, the legal system indirectly condemns the women-wh
prostitute themselves, not their clients by notliekfy suggesting its position towards

prostitution.

Furthermore, the force of the stigma can be soepimvthan even stigmatized people
may agree with their received stigma (Goffman, )988is happens in cases of gender,
social and political norms that are so powerfudt individuals also believe that they are

the ‘bad’ ones, therefore accepting their stigma.

According to Adahl, as their social identity is stigmatized, a way in which women-
who-prostitute may strengthen their other subjeasitpns is by improving their
‘private’ sphere. This is the sphere by which wontam gain respect, as | have
discussed elsewhere. A way to accomplish this isggnding their money in their home
and on theirchildren (Adahl, 2001) and more generally by becgmnothers. As the
home is considered to render women their self-i@spleey may try to separate their
public identity in “the streets” as women-who-prge from the private one as mothers
in “the home”; through improving the conditionstbeir homes and by so, highlighting
their reproductive roles. However, this strategyynhe accompanied by the social
exclusion that these women often face by neighbandssometimes even family. As |
have pointed out before, women-who-prostitute havdeal with the fact that even if
they gain access to economic capital, they maysacial capital due to stigma.

What remains interesting about the focus on prdgin that | explore here is whether
ex-prostitutes, as | will illustrate in the nextagiers, continue to experience and live
with the stigma. Should this be the case, undedgtgrhow all of the participants fight
against this stigma will provide opportunities tet gome insight surrounding gender
norms, gender identity and gender socialization.tik will be debated in the next

pages.

29 As said by Rosaura, one of “Samaritanas” workeisaraguan Constitution states children prostitutio
as illegal; but does not specify about adult ptostin.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In this first empiricalchapter will illustrate the life stories of girls who a®nsidered

to be at risk of becoming sexually exploited aneréfiore were sent to live in “La Casa

Hogar” by the Ministry of Family Affairs. Two mayguoints will be emphasized here.

First, the use adults can make out of girl's bodied second, the future expectations of

these girls.

“La Casa Hogar” was located in the north of Managuavhat is considered to be a
dangerous neighborhood. The institution had a begyspace consisting of 4 one-floor
small buildingswhilst the rest of the area consisted of smallstieeed sand. The people
working in “La Casa Hogar” were the director, a @sylogist, one volunteer and 5
educators. There was a metal fence surroundingréreeas well as one guard protecting
the girls and the buildings with a shotgun. Eveinghwas locked, for example the
kitchen, the food, and even the staff’s toilet,tlas workers were afraid that the girls
would steal something. NonetheleEspite the security system, two of the girls esdap
during the months | spent in Managua and just leefaeturned home, one was raped
by a neighbor near the main building. When | adiviaere was approximately more or
less than 25 girls being looked after in “La Casm&”. Most of them had been raped
and beaten by family members. The Ministry of Fgmdiffairs had sent them to "La
Casa Hogar" in order to protect them. One of thénmagasumed risks was to become
prostitutes. The girls would stay there on averégea period of some months or until
their family situation had improved. However, soafghem were there for more than
one year. During my stay in Managua, most of this gaid that they felt “imprisoned”

in that kind of atmosphere and complained about it.

From the 15 life interviews | held in “La Casa HEg& have chosen 2 girls as my main
informants in this chapter: Venancia and Dulce Blakenancia is a 14 year-old girl
who has been in La Casa Hogar for 1 year and wasobthe “veterans” there. Dulce
Maria did not remember her age; and the staff densd she was not more than 13. She
had been some months in “La Casa Hogar” coming faaother institution, where she
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had been 1 year. Dulce’s case is interesting, alatlyebecause her mother was a
women-who-prostitute and had tried to convince Bubdé doing the same. She, as
Venancia, had suffered from physical and sexuas@blMy decision of choosing these
two life stories was based on the fact that nothalinterviews seemed relevant for my
research interests and because they were the aerly who had relatives involved in
prostitution. Dulce’s mother was a woman-who-ptagti and Venancia's sister is
currently sexually exploited on the streets. Thasnty link with prostitution is
important because according to Nicaraguans NG@&yt represent another risk factor
for minors to start being sexually exploited on gteets (CEBS and Mary Barreda,
2006). In addition to this, both their life storiage relevant because in spite of having
suffered similar physical and sexual abuses i gy childhood, both informants life
stories shows many nuances and differences. Thesident in the fact that one feels
secure in the institution, whilst the other doeg ooe believes in her future, the other

does not and one thinks about the possibility okptution, the other does not.

2. ANALYSIS

2.1 Past: Family abuse, rape and lack of education.

When asked about their lives, Venancia and Dulo&es@bout it with grief. They both
stressed their experiences of being raped, beatualoved. Both had large families
(Venancia 11 siblings and Dulce 7) and their pareid not fulfill their responsibility
roles. Moreover, they did not find a family memladro would protect them or believe
them.| will start the analysis of their early childhobg stressing their experiences of

abuse, because both laid emphasis on it througheunterview.

2.1.1 Venancia’'s and Dulce’s life stories.

In the case of Venancia, she was raped by herrfdieetwo brothers and by the second
husband of her mother. She calls her mother*%ithd in one part of the interview she
says that she gave her mother medicaments. Shieeamdother suffered violence from
their family members, who would also occasionakythem to the bed. Additionally,
even if they both suffered, her mothdid not support or protect her —emotionally or

%It is assumed by the interview that that labe? fiteans that her mother was mentally ill
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physically— as she would also hit Venancia. Sumpgly, when she spoke about these
incidents in the interview, she was laughibgie to the fact that her main family cares
did not look after her, Venancia would go to hesirgimother’s home in order to eat,
therefore skipping from school. In the moment af thterview she was some years

behind school and being 14 she was learning howmrite.

V.- *Lots of things happened to me out there. Bea,H thags. | have taken all the things,
drugs, cocaine... and... my mother would hit me (Laxgyhend | would not pay attention
to her...My father raped me 5 times and... [...] lat@ytinterviewed me and took me to my
mother’'s house. There, | was with another stepfattianine and he also abused me [...]
and later | was abused by one of my brothers [..d as shgher mother)s ill... when she
was cutting muffins, she would want to throw staaesrywhere, ill. And | used to give her
pills. Now | think my mother likes sleeping in timaérket (Laughing) [...] | was in school
and she(her mother)would come and pick me from there with a belthwitbelt, but |
would go to my grandmothers house so she wouldrgévéijoles?

After being several times raped by her father, Viermescaped and lived in an empty
house feeding herself only with mangos. She lidedeauntil an old women found her.
What is worthy of note here is to acknowledge thatn though she did not find support
in her mother, but rather in a stranger; Venanamald later insist on living with her
mother. The idea of a “mother” figureeemed to be more important than her bad
experiences with her. We see a similar issue irc®Maria’s case which is even more
evident and will be discussed in a few moments.

V.- that woman | think she is not my mother, -l \@ay to myself-... that woman is not my

mother... Why then is she taking care of me? | weayd Then, | would say, better to look

for my mother. Then | went to look for her, beiry Lwent to look for her and then my
mother beat me because | had been with my father.

Her father was also not supportive for Venancia.eWikhe spoke about him in the
interview, she named him “slimy”, showing big reeant towards him. After escaping
and living with her mother, she would again suffape but this timefrom her
stepfather. She explains the rape in this instame@ matter of circumstances and not
as something he carefully planned and not as sangesine could have avoided. What
can be seen in this example is first of all, howdid’s body was treated as a thing and

second, how she perceives her stepfather’'s dessraacontrollable.

3L All the references had been translated into Englisme as Spanish is their mother language.
32 Frijoles’ is the typical Nicaraguan food congiggiin rice and beans. It is what most of the peeplehere everyday.
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V.- Then my stepfather arrived in the night lookfoga mecat®, a mecate for tiding my
mother. And because my mother would not have gbxhim because she slept in another
place... She slept in another place. Because | ardahghter of another man, he raped me.

When asked who was guilty of all that had happdoelder, Venancia replied that her
parents were. In the focus group discussion witgsehgirls however, most of them
thought that what had happened to them was thaw fawit. Venancia is an exception
to this concept and in regards to the interviewbesause she did not blame herself.
Drugs were part of Venancia’s early childhood. he interview she explained to me
how she had tried cocaine and marihuana, and hownbther had given her gudfo
When Venancia speaks about drugs in general, gmssw® see the fun aspect of them

and, in this part of the interview, she was laughirhile remembering the effects.

V- Because they abandoned me. In my notebook Iéargthing(she has been writing in a
diary since she arrived to the “Casa Hogar\vhy | am here... Why am | here? Because of
maltreatment, because of rape, for everything, beseaof drugs (Laughing). My mother
would drink guaro. My mother drinks and she wodildegne...

If we switch now to Dulce Maria’s case, as | hawinped out before, she also suffered
from rape and sexual abuse, but not all of the gieapors were adults. She was
molested by her sister and raped by her cousiraddition, she was also molested by a

neighbor.

DM.-. And, | would grow... with... abuses from my amsisiny sister, the lesbian neighbor,
and my mother maltreating me everyday...

Her mother wanted to sell Dulce when she was yoDuging my stay in Nicaragua, |
could appreciate that this was an unfortunatelyroom situation for some women and
girls, as | will show in Zenobia’s life story inégmext chapter. Their mothers, havimy
money, would sell their daughters to men. They wahben work for them and behave
as adults: cook for them, clean the house and kaxe Dulce Maria said she was

thankful to one of her sisters, because she coagiher mother not to sell her.

DM.- | am grateful to my sister, because my mothas going to give me away, she was
going to sell me, but my sister did not want herltshe had not been here, | would have
now been with other people.

33 A ‘mecate’ is an object which is used to traindes.

34 Guaro is the cheapest alcohol drink that can bedan Managua. It is normally made with sugar cdout,in order to reduce its
price it is sometimes made in clandestine waysak reported in the newspapers, that two yearsnalglanagua, certain producers
used methanol, so the guaro became really cheapefférts of this falsified drink were devastatargl some people even died.
However, even if people drink the “real” one madthwsugar cane, when kids the effects can be datagttoo.
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Dulce said that she was afraid of her mother bexahs would beat her everyday, burn
her and sometimes made what she called “an ingp&ctWhile | was in the venue
talking with the girls, it appears that several tbem suffered from that kind of
“inspections” from their mothers. They would insp#teir daughter’s genitals to see if
they had had sex. In the case of Dulce Maria, #s nvany of the other girls too, their
mothers suspected them of having sex with theihe1td partner. It seems that simply
their “female body” was sufficient enough to creatsspicion. Neither their word nor
their age was relevant. It was them to blame, heir tpartners. It seems that in their
mother’s eyes, they were responsible for their psgpdly active— sex behavior and so,
a potential threat to them. Their mothers acteifl @sldhood did not exist and they saw
their daughters as adults in relation to their peed needs. However, at the same time,
the girls were not treated as adults concerning thadies, their autonomy and their
rights. It also seems that the man’s role in titisation is deliberately forgotten, as is
evident in this extract of Dulce Maria’s interview.
DM.- Look Dulce Maria | want you to answer me tstjane question... yes or not... did you
slept with my man?” “What?- | said- sorry?” “If yoare or not having sex with my man?”.
| felt bad because | would never do such a thingiyomother, because | know that is bad,
so | said to my mother “No mother, | don’t do scthing because | know it is bad and you
are my mother... | never do such things”...My mothddt tae to tell her again “Kneel
down”, | did and afterwards in the room, she woldd hitting me with the stick of the
broomstick. Afterwards, she pushed me into thedmedr she took away my clothes, and
then... my own mother... | will never forgive all of things my mother would make me...

inspect me, and later she beat me with a grandecouldn’t bear it... My body could not
resist more, and as | wouldn't resist | lied to mgther “Yes it's true”

Although Dulce did not trust her mother and wouldt tell her about her personal
abuse, she knew about the rape of her small broihdce was especially concerned
about this because it was her youngest brotherwdsraped by an older brother. Her
mother was sad about the situation andtslteDulce that it would have been better if it
had been her and not her brother who was raped.qiute exemplifies quite well what

seems to be an undervaluation of women'’s bodies.

DM.- My mother, before | came here, was going talsay brother to jail, my mother was
very sad like me, and then she told me “Look, d&ergbf a bitch, thousand times | would
have preferred that you would have been raped”

It can be appreciated in the interview that Dulgaather sold sex and that she would
ask her daughter to have sex with old men and fiaancially. In Dulce Maria’s

explanation, her grandmother had done the sameheitimother. It is interesting to see
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that when | asked Dulce about a term for that, refpdied she did not know and right

afterwards she said she loves neither her mothreamydoody.

DM.- My mother she was a ... my mother would giveguago, would send me men... she
would tell me to look for men...In the streets. hditike it.

B.- What did you do with the men?

DM.- Nothing, | never paid attention to her. Whér svas a kid my grandmother sent her

too...
B.- Did she have sex with them?
DM..- Yes.

B.- And that... how is it called?

DM.- | don’t know.

B.- Is it the same as prostitution?

DM.- | think so... | don't love anybody, there is ndb | love.

Dulce did not speak about her father at all dutimg whole interview. It is assumed
that her mother was a woman-who-prostitute andlisikee with several men and so
Dulce probably never met her father. When | askedvho was responsible for what
had happened to her, she replied that her mothsy avad thus forgetting her father’s

responsibilities.

DM.- When | went out of home, | always told Godldn’t want to forgive my mother... it

was not my little brother’s fault to be raped by oigiest brother, none of my siblings were
guilty, but my mother yes... because my stepfatheldwot my mother and that's why my
mother would get even with my brother or with me.

Similarly, as in Venancia’s case, Dulce also corstimirugs. Although in the interview
she only spoke about marihuana, in our informalveosations she also spoke about

having consumed other drugs including cocaine.

2.1.2 Summing up their past experiences.

Both examples coincide with the framework that etiéht NGOs in Managua use in
order to study sexual exploitation towards child(@EBS and Mary Barreda, 2006).
They say that Nicaraguan society treats childresmifiadultistic” way, in the sense that
they are treated as property of the adults andyreadsubmission. According to these
NGOs, this must be seen in relation to the sitmatibpoverty among many people in
the country, where poor families cannot fulfill theole as providers. In relation to
Venancia and Dulce it is evident that neithertludse girls were supported by their

families. As for the cited NGOs, this situationdsachildren to have the perception of
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no control over their lives and to feel unprotedgdadults. Many of these girls from
“The House-Home” had experienced rape in theirsliwehich is in line with Mo Hume

who states that women’s bodies are less valued ttih@se of men (Mo Hume, 2008)
given that the mayor numbers of rape in Nicaragunalg to be that of girls, although

boys are also rap&d but not in the same numbers.

Due to the rape, and using the 3 bodies Approachef&r-Hughes and Lock, 1987) the
body suffered a physical and painful experiencee ghils may have feltape as an

intrusion, a loss of control, respect and auton@mg finally even as loss of honor as
their individual body was raped and was treated #sng (Connell, 2002). But, at the
same time another meaning is given on top of thesiphl, and that is the social and
symbolic significance of the body that has beeredaoncerning the social body it is
important to highlight that in Nicaragua, the sbcepresentation of the female body is
one that seems to encourage virginity and so it lwarperceived that the symbolic
meaning of the rape nuanced between perceivingithas a victim but also as guilty of

giving away her virginity. This is related to theuble morality that asks girls to be
virgin and at the same time to be there for meses (CEBS and Mary Barreda 2006).
Virginity seemed to be a mayor concern in theskesgand women'’s life. When talking

to the women-who-prostitute (See Chapter 7), lalisced that some mothers would
sell the virginity of their daughters which was lilig appreciated by the exploiters. It
was also a mayor concern in dealing with paternihen a girl was not a virgin, it

could be used as an excuse for the boy to not adkdge their children and therefore
to not take a role of responsibility (See Chapté&uga’s life story). The importance of

virginity will also be seen in the next section, es Venancia insisted on saying that

she was virgin before the rape.

On top of the social, another meaning of the badynked to state institutions and the
Law system. If we pay attention to the institutiorsarangements regarding this
treatment of girls, and even if we take into act¢dbat sending the girls to a safe place
has many positive aspects, the implicit messagehisf arrangement is somehow
contradictory. When the system does not throw #Hpst from the house, but does
‘throw away’ the raped, it can indirectly influenttee girls to feel guilty. In Venancia’'s

case, her father was still in the house and incse ofDulce Maria’s, the mother

3 http://archivo.elnuevodiario.com.ni/2000/junio/Révo-2000/nacional/nacionall.html
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continued living with some of her children. The tebthem, like many others in “La

casa Hogar”, were sent away from their homes. TheBeies have to do with the body
politic (Scheper-Hughes and Lock, 1987). Relatmghis, Norma Moreno Silva (2006)

made an analysis of the laws that protected childréhe country, as | have pointed out
in chapter 2. She conclude that even if Nicaragsia a&ountry shares the terms of
United Nations about the definition of sexual ab(l3d, 2000 in Moreno 2006), there

Is a big gap in between the law and what is readlgpening as | already explained in
chapter 2.

What can be found in both life stories is the esnse of double moral standards
towards girl's sexuality. We also see a view of ndesires as uncontrollable, findings
that also coincide with those of Mo Hume in El $alor (Mo Hume, 2008). Women are
then, the ones that have to control themselvesstmen by not acting in provoking
ways. In this respect, the statement about Dulecegher who beat her for supposedly
having had sex with her man is very reveling. Bgtls also explained that their
mothers did not care in their eyes that they haee Haad past experiences. Family
support of the victim is essential when adaptinthts kind of trauma (Berglund, 1997),
surprisingly neither Venancia nor Dulce blame timeathers directly for not supporting
them. This means that they indirectly accuse otbetkeir mother’'s misbehavior. Both
also seem to forget to mention their fathers, asndthers were the onlpnes
responsible of their sons and daughters. To coeclilnis part of the chapter shows how
the body of these girls is defined and violentlydmged” by others and how they may
have less autonomy concerning their own bodies tiney ideally should have. Despite

their young age, these girls seem to be learniriglépate violence against their bodies.

2.2 Present
2.2.1 Institution

The institution “La Casa Hogar” had very rigid habiEveryday the girls got up at 5am
and started cleaning the house. Each girl was reegitp clean specific parts; so the
whole venue was completely cleaned every day. Bssithe task of food making was
also assigned. Every month two girls were respdmdir lunch and another two for

dinner. They would be supervised by what they dadlie “educator”, who was in charge

of taking care of the girls and paying attentiorthieir tasks within the house and who
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would also sleep there with them. After cleanirtgg girls would have breakfast and
leave either to school or to a practical institntiBlowever, when they were just sent to
the House, the girls would skip from school for seenester. This decision had its basis
in the fact that the girl would need time to reaqow®m rape, violence or drugs,
depending on the case. But it somehow made the lginted being stuck in the house
for months with no special obligations apart frdrattof cleaning and cooking. At 1p.m
everybody would be in the House again to eat luarath afterwards they had to sleep
“siesta”. In the sleeping time —both thiesta and night time— the bedroom location was
locked with padlocks, so the girls could not leaveaving would result in punishment
of not being allowed to go out on the weekéfds the afternoon, the girls would clean
their clothes or do homework. Some afternoons aionsry-nun would come to have
conversations with them, sing songs or watch fildsd one day per week a woman
would come to teach them to do handicrafts. At Gpay would eat dinner and go to
sleep at 9pm, at the latest. The “House Home” hachgreement with a practical
education centre that was also part of “CEBS”. Tbeyld send the girls there for free
and they could learn beauty, bakery, computersagh aegistering. All of the girls
attended one of these courses, mainly in the welskdar it was thought that learning

some skills would prevent these girls from beingneo-who-prostitute in the future.

Every girl knew why she was there antly the others were there. Some of them were
grateful and some wanted to escape. During myistdjanagua, | met some girls who
ran away. When they did so, the manager wouldtlealpolice and try to look for them
for a while —one or two days—. However, neither if@ise nor the police seemed to
have enough time or resources to search intendiwethe girls, so they would stop and
new ones would move in, as “La casa Hogar” wasidensd to be one of the best and
biggest places for aisk girls in Managua. The project would lose trawfkprevious

girls and move on.

As regards taheir general feelings towards the house, both Weiaaand Dulce seemed
to have different points of view. When talking abthe institution, Venancia pointed to
a tree which was her favorite spot in the Houser&lshe would feel safe, she said. In
general, Venancia felt positively about her stayhie “House Home”, although there

38 Going out in this context meant that girls coutdtg church, to buy food for the week or to visitrebody with Arnaldo, the
priest (the manager of all the projects).
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were moments in which she felt bored. In contiastce did not feel comfortable in the
House. She would suffer from psychosomatic pain simel said that the other girls
would make fun of it. Furthermore, the educators learnt to ignore her pains and as a
result she felt they did not care for her. Sevena¢és during my stay she would consider
escaping, but she never did so. In the end, thg fanhily member she could rely on
was her grandmother, who was too old to take hanthlook after her. The alternative
was to go to live on the streets, which she sonetithought of as a good option, as we

will see later.

As | have pointed before in the case of Venanauh lgirls had a contradictory vision
about their mothers: one that could be regardetthesdeal one and one that could be
perceived as a more factual one. In Venancia’s, vasean see this because she blames
the institution “La Casa Hogar” for separating ffrem her mother; and she seems to
forget how her mother would abuse her, offer hagdrand not take care of her.

V.- Yes, when | was with héner mother)they were separating me... and now they are
separating me. Now | feel sad, | feel alone... withadly, without sisters and father.

In Dulce’s life story we can see similar contramios throughout the interview and
above all when she talks about the “House Homeis levealing to hear how Dulce
talks about her mother, because when she talks &eoin the past, as we have read in
the last section, she speaks about her lack of Elweever, when she is asked about the
institution, she compares it constantly with heitimeo, and this time placing her mother
in more positive lights.

DM.- If my mother notices the things that are happg here. Uuuuuu... honestly she would

bitch the educators, the same with Marlene, my erotfould send the educators to jail...

she would not stop and send them to jail [...] I\rtbhat my mother loved me and she gave

everything to me and, honestly, here they havebteowhen giving me food and soap for
cleaning my clothes.

It was interesting for me to see that the girls madd share a common group sisterhood
of protection, which maybe could have reflect tHaok of family care. Instead, they
were very competitive towards each other. In thedie of my stay in Nicaragua |
wrote in my fieldwork diary the story of two ginliénds: Tanya and Marta. What made
this couple of friends different was the fact thfay were really generous with each
other, they slept together in the same bed and gpewnt all the time together. Since |

met them, both seemed happy in the House. Thingsgdd when the other girls and
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even the educators started to call them lesbiaman, TTanya suddenly stopped to talk to
Marta because she did not want the other girlsffend her. What this story shows is
how stigma can be used to control people. The stigttached to lesbianism, which is
not seen as an ideal femininity, was for Tanya mondre important than friendship
itself. So, following the gender ideal and the vitaig supposed to be performed seems

to have been more valued than her only friendship.

The ideology of the House Home regarding the cantéth boys was rigid too.
Concerning the fact that most of the girls had begred, the girls were not allowed to
talk or play with their male neighbors while stayimn the House. However, as the girls
were aged 13-16 years old, many were eager towdkkthe boys andnany were in
love with a neighbor, often the same one, which carried somestbig fights. Some of
the girls would skip the rule of avoiding boys amduld talk to them through the metal
fence. Even if the rule seemadid, the fact is that, days before | left onetloé girls
was raped by a male neighbor.

To sum up, within the institution the girls weres@llearning how femininity and
masculinity was supposed to be performed. They \aeked for example to clean the
house, to cook and to clean their clothes. Andteey spend most of the days
undertaking these tasks; tasks that can be seeeflasting Moser's Triple Roles
Framework re-productive roles (Moser 1992, in &b 1994). The girls were also
learning how to behave with men in a passive wgiyoling and escaping from them, as
if manhood was something naturally and inevitaliyaracterized by violence, from

which girls should escape.

2.2.2 Sexual exploitation

Even if in the moment of the interview none of thiels were involved in sexual
exploitation, they can be considered at seriou& 0§ it. After my informal
conversations with the girls | got to know that soof them were tempted to do it,
although only 2 or 3 spoke about it frankly in tteged interviews. One of these
responses was from Dulce. As | have said beforemiogher would tell her to find men
and get some money, although she said she neveodMhen she was living with her
mother she thought about becomindpaostitute” and escaping from her, but she

reconsidered it in the end. Dulce said that theas wo point, because nobody was
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going to love her as much as her mother did. Is &xample it seems that escaping
from the lack of care was the main reason for is@rselling sex; and it also shows
how, to her understanding, a mother’s love is thst land biggest love anybody can
have and so she does not hope to have more thandtleer gave her.
DM.- | was going to get out of here with a girl whocalled Elizabeth because all of the
girls there are... well prostitutes. | was going tet @ut with her because... for the same,
because | didn't stand my mother, better... | woalg. s | don't love my mother, | don’t

love my family, and | don’t love anybody... but Iufbt, what for?... It's not worth it,
because nobody is going to love me as much as minendid...

Another time in which she declined a similar offelne was living with her mother and

walking with her sister.

DM.- After a gorgeous car arrived, a man went oithe car and was calling both of us, he
was calling us and later my sister said “Lets goenhthat man is” “No, | replied... you
will see that something bad will happen if we geihally, well... | went with her and we got
into the car [...] that man was offering us 300 dadléor me and for my sister [...] He said
he was going to take us to a shop and then homed.theem to his home, in a plane... far
away... he was going to talk to our mother... butd tuhm no... no no... if I wouldn’'t have
told him no, | wouldn’t be here and | wouldn’t bedbing her(her mother)

Even if Dulce before had declined many times therdb sell sex, she was at the time
of the interview, reconsidering it again. She dad have money and she was bored of
dressing in the same old clothes. It seems thadidgrthe only solution was to engage in

prostitution although her discourse shows someradittions.

DM.- Sometimes | have the temptation of asking fmemoney like my mother used to do, but |
would never... Someday honestly, | am going to tioget out of here... because here | do not
have anything, | am fed up of wearing the samehekt!| don’'t have my mother to give me
things. It is worse here.

Her opinion in relation to women-who-prostitute gdstitution appears contradictory.
Even if in the example above she is thinking oheay money in this way, when asked
about it in the abstract, she shows a rationaltpafiview of not doing it, which could

show the social stigma and prejudices society lgupon women-who-prostitute.

DM.- (talking about women-who-prostituté)ey should go on with their lives, shouldn’t be
in that, because by being in that they pass us.Aitsus...

Switching to Venancia, she appears to feel nedgitiosvards prostitution. This can be
seen in two examples. The first one is that shenlgpesults her sister, who is been
sexually exploited; not thinking about doing thensabyany means. In this part of the

interview we can see how she deeply shares thetidggpeople-who-prostitute have
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just one fixed identity that, as | pointed out imettheoretical section, appears to
impregnate the understanding of their whole persdmar whole body and identity
(Adahl, 2001). The second example of her negatigkets towards prostitution is

linked to her rape and her hate towards men.

V.-(Laughing) my sister is a prostitute. | didnitd my sister because she was a whore, a
bitch and a prostitute. She sold herself to mere ®hs 14, and my mother sold her. My
mother sold her when she was young. She was saldntan that sold her to a woman.
That's why | called her whore, bitch, and pros&tuNow she is still there.

B.- Have you ever thought of doing the same?

V.- No, and | will never do it. | am going to b@an. For not being with men, for not ending
pregnant. Look at my sister, one of these daysssheing to have a baby.

When considering what she said about her sistés,iitteresting to see again how she
idealizes her mother. The mother was the one whibhs®r sister, but Venancia blames
her sister who, at that time, was too young to nglah a big decision as if it had been
her sister’'s wishes. It is also remarkable to se& Bhe thinks that the only way to
avoid bad men and pregnancy is to become a ngeeins that she feels so unprotected
in relation to men —remember she was raped bydtberf and by her step father— that
only by confining herself —in a passive way of behg— can she feel protected. When
asked about her opinion of men, she opewefiers to sending them ttha mierda”
(literally “to the shit”, which is this context, sganean the same as go to hell). However,
right afterwards, when asked about how she see&déa man, she says that she is

“going to look for” a warm and respectful one.

B.- Why do you think men rape women?

V.- (Laughing) because they feel like to, theylfkeldoing it (laughing). Who knows... look
at me... | was virgin (laughing)... seriously... | wagi. | never let anybody touched me,
but one day they chained me... my mother was chaowedOnce they chained me... my
father... the one that died...

B.- What do you think of men?

V.- They may go to “la mierda”, may they don’t tkiabout me because | am going to be in
a convent.

B.- How would it be you ideal men?

V.- | am going to look for a nice and tender onatrl going to look for someone who is nice
with me and respectful. If not, | will throw himtoaf the house. And being pregnant | am
going to take care of the baby alone... and anothar will pick me here... and | will throw
him out... | am going to have the baby alone wherilllbg pregnant... | will give him
milk... the one my parents never gave me.
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In Venancia’s opinion, men rape because they fkeldoing it, as if it was something
that they could do whenever they want. Howevehenideal future she is going to find
a man to be father, but not an engaged one. This example sltosvvision that many

of these girls have about men, what Turid Hagenleccahe “absent men” (Hagene,
2006 page 16). This is, men who do not take cathedf children, and in this case men
who have made them suffer and whom they expectftersfrom in the future. This

also illustrates how Venancia seems to have a wkwen as producers of children,

rather than one of raisers.

Summing up, | have presented here some risk faototee lives of these girls that
make them vulnerable to sell sex such as: lackwd in their family, lack of support,

experiences of violence and rape, a history oftgud®n in their families, drugs, lack

of education and poverty. To end this sectiors important to analyze their self image
in order to understand the potential risks to eimir sexual exploitation. In regards to
what Barry states concerning the connection betvgedénesteem and prostitution, as |
presented in chapter 3, whether girls and womemnktlif themselves as essentially
valuable or not can be determinant for enteringatdrinto the sexual exploitation world

(Barry 1998 in Ordofiez, 2006).

At this respect, Venancia compares herself to Celdewho first lacks everything and
cannot move on because she is recruited. Venatsmasaid that she would like to be
like “God”, to go to heaven and stop listening be tscreaming. She did not specify
whether the screaming were past —from her violdnldicood— or present. In the
present, her self-representation shows a poor s#nsentrol over her life. Maybe this
is the reason why, when she describes what shedwiial to be, she thinks of God,

because in her imaginary He can control everything.

V.- | would be like Cinderella because she is latlso many things, she is lacked of so
many things, because she even does not have somdrom to marry with. Like me, | don’t
have any... she is single... her live... she wants t® raoybut as she cannot move on...
then... she... has to be locked and she cries [...] IdiMie to be God in the Bible and go
to heaven so | don't have to hear the screams (lang)
In Dulce’s case and in terms of what can be sedreabody, she is terribly damaged.
She was burnt, inspected and rap&dd she had many cicatrizes from these abuses

over her bodyWhen she talks about herself; she talks aboupieis and her body with
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disgust. In one moment of the interview she evemar&s that she would have liked to
be raped by some unknown boys. In her interviewedms as if she identifies herself
with her body and that she also dislikes her b&he has learnt that she and her body

are not valued. What is more, it seems as if shendody.

DM.- Sometimes | cry because of my mother... forstme things... so many things...
Sometimes | think that | am fed up of so many thjng] Like last year, | was almost found
by some boys, | would have liked that they woulkhaped me... that they would have
raped me...

B.- Why?

DM.- Because if they did rape me, | would have gomay from Managua.

Dulce seems not to like herself. As she thinks tiadiody loves her, she searches for
love, but at the same time she mistrusts peopleerGher family and personal pre-
conditions and the fact that she admits publicl¢ daring a recorded interview that she
is thinking of engaging in prostitution, she seanssk of turning to the streets. In the
situation of Venancia, despite the fact that tls& may appear less evident, she is also

at risk.

2.3 Future

In relation to their future, the girls have complgtdifferent points of view. Venancia’s
view was similar to most of the testimonies of thids | spoke with. She wants to
continue studying and she plans to have a familgel\Vl asked her what she wanted to
be when shgrows up, she replied plainly vant to do my life As | have illustrated
before, the lives of these girls have been rulechlseries of events over which they
have had no control. Venancia also talks quitetaabmut becoming a mother, again
showing an attempt to find a meaning in life; ohattis encouraged positively by
Nicaraguan society (Hagene, 2006; Johansson, 1998.shows, as | pointed out in

chapter 2, how abandoned girls often have a nebdltmg.

V.- | am going to live my life,
B.- What would you like your future to be like?

V.- I want... | want to get out of here; | am goingrork and help my brothers. | don’'t want
to skip my class because | am going to be a teadhmn going to find a job and then...
money... all the money and fortune will | give itntg son. | want that he will become a
good teacher. He has to move on so that, a womé#rfimd him because it will be the

woman who finds him and not him who finds her.
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B.- How will you be as a mother?

V.- | am going to give him love, | will send himsichool and then | will pick him in the
afternoon and then | will serve him food and a glag milk, | will breast feed him (laughs)
and put him in the cradle and if he cries, goodbye...

B.- Would you give him drugs?

V.- No, | would give him advises, good ones... litten't take drugs because it is only for
bandits, | will tell him.” | liked them before, noibw”. He has to respect me, respect the
educators and his nephews.

When asked about what kind of mother she would tiikbe, the first thing she says is
that she will give her children love. Even if siedretically thinks of behaviors that
could be positive for the children, she expressbers that could be counterproductive,
such as when she declareéint if he cries, goodbyelt is interesting also to see the
importance which she places on the notion of “reSp&he believes, her child must
respect her, the educators and nephews. Agairifagets’ to mention the father as an
important figure for the kid’s future developmelnt.contrast, when asked Dulce about
her future she sounded quite pessimistic. She doesope to study or marry. She
thinks both things are useless and replies whylagrthat what she wants is to die. This
shows a high degree of frustration and a sensaaf bf control that, given her life

story, has created a general distrust.

B.- Would you like to study?

DM.- No

B.- Marry?

DM.- Worse... It's useless.

B.- Would you like to have a boyfriend?

DM.- No, what | want is to die forever, that's mighw to die, so | stop bearing everything.

My mother is calm now and me... | am crying becaudenit know what her man will be
doing ... if she is hitting my small brother... | ddaow what it going on in my house.

3. CONCLUSION

The stories of Venancia and Dulce show us manygtheibout their lives and about
Nicaraguan society. First, their story of not betaged for and their experiences of rape
and violence showss a society which can treat children as if theyewsot children.

By mistreating them and asking them for more theay ttan actually give, it seems they
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are treating their bodies asature, adult, sexual bodies; but without giving thrls an
adult autonomy. When reading their life experiengeseems that both girls are older
than what they really are. They are not even 1%syelal and they have already suffered
a very disadvantaged life. Their families and aballgheir mothers with whom they
still have contact with seem to behave towards therif they were adults, not children.
This treating the girl's bodies as adults was rtéld in another life-story of a girl from
“La Casa Hogar”. Her name was Ana Julia and sheaw#ise time of the interview 16
years old. She had lived with her father as herherohad disappeared, and he would
buy sexy clothes for her to use already when shejust 8 years old. Afterwards, he

tried to rape her and she was sanay to different institutions.

A.- He says yes, because of my way of dressinthirtkding, of acting and because of

everything... | don’t agree because concerning my a¥aressing it was him who bought
my clothes and concerning my way of acting, | &a that. Because we had problems...
and it was him who bought me clothes and becawlidnlt go out nowhere because |

didn't like what he was doing, then he got angrthwne, being 2 years not speaking to
me, until now... the Ministry Family Affairs has tdidn he has to be in charge of me,
because nobody wants to, only him because he fatimr... nobody told him to have a
baby... then he says yes, but for him there is a flmitto want to be with me.

B.- Which is?

A.- Is because of the problems we had, but it'smptfault and he says it was my fault.
He said | am the guilty one.

Finally, another example of the uses and belieftheir body can be seen when the
mothers believed that they were flirting with thpartners, or when they do not trust
their daughters when informed that they were baimgsed. Those mothers believe their
daughters are old enough to have sex as adultéstwhey also assume that a man
cannot resist their supposed insinuations. Thisdaample indirectly shows that it is

perceived that girls are the ones who actively seduen; because they do not blame

their partners. This situation will be analyzedhe next chapters too.

Secondly, this treatment of young girls as adudtanchored in the treatment of their
bodies as already sexed and by the means of intru$his is illustrated in the case of
genital inspections or rape. Rape has been a bgyatie in these girls’ lives, showing
us, that they suffer in different ways by using $hBodies Approach (Scheper-Hughes
and Lock, 1987). This analysis shows us multiplenti@mictions. Even if their

individual body have suffered terribly, the facttigat Nicaraguan society blames the
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girls for what happened, not always treating thenviatims; which can be observed in

Norita’s -another girl from he House- life storyernview.

N.- Sometimes | feel dirty, | feel nobody loved meUgly, dirty, nobody loves me, quarrel
girl, hateful, everything...

B.- Something good?

N.- I am useless [...] Something | am good at? Clegttie dishes.

So, when she said she felt dirty, it is not onlyreéhation to herself and her own self-
perception, but also influenced by the thought thiecs to be compared against. Now
she is not a virgin and so she is not the “ideadf, when raped, she suffers not only due
to the experience itself, but also due to what @hesiders the views of society. The
‘social body’ of Norita is perceived by society @igty as if it was her who is to blame

for what happened to her individual body.

Thirdly, their stories reveal significant genderffeliences in respect to gender
expectations of the care-givers. The role of theeabfather and of the mother as care
giver is very present in both life stories and tisiselated to the asymmetry of gender
roles (Mooser 1992 in Kabeer, 1994). In these u@rs, we can appreciate how the re-
productive role is very present in the views abaod expectations of women'’s lives
and totally absent in relation to men’s. Even ia tlase of Venancia whose mother was
mentally ill, she does blame her for the lack afecdut seems to have forgotten her
father’s responsibility. Both girls have seen malswiolent, absent or abusers and they
do not seem to have any male figure that can bsidered helpful in their lives. This is
more visible in Venancia’s life story —who has g l@sentment towards men— however
is also significant in Dulce’s avoidance relatiopsho boys too. Despite this, Venancia
still dreams of a perfect man who can treat hell,vadthough in her expectations, he
will disappear when she wilbecome pregnant. In relation to fatherhood, theynadb
blame their fathers directly —Venancia— or talk @bihem —Dulce—, while the role of
their mothers is very present, despite both beeglecting mothers. These girls idealize
their mothers by believing that they are not disecesponsible for not being good
mothers towards them. This idealization is quitelent above all in Dulce’s case, who

changes her opinion about her mother dependingendntext.
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Fourthly, what this chapter alshows is that gender norms are learnt in violemt an
dramatic ways by these girls at a young age. A®salt; their identity is clearly
determined by what and how others think, expectamdowards them, rathéran by
their personal power to choose, which is, as weelsmen, clearly restricted. We have
witnessed too, clear examples of contradictory estbjpositions using the
conceptualization of Henrietta Moore (1994). Exaespbf this is when Venancia said
she wanted to be a nun, and having a partner; enilulce said she wanted to sell sex

in some parts of the interview and totally rejegtihe idea in others.

Fifth and lastly, these girls have a very big ridkbeing sexually exploited if they
escape and do not complete school. There is athietkthe girls can be deceived by
money or by people or men who offer them the pdggilof working in the streets. As
| have presented here, it seems very easy to gatisuitations. If so, they will earn
more money —the young ones, as far as | was taldi niore clients than the old ones—,
but are likely to face some more troubles as we sek in cases of women-who-
prostitute in the next chapters. The sexual exggioim of minors is considered to be a
crime towards Children Rights. Nicaragua as a agumas agreed and is signed to the
different laws that pursue the Rights of Childrétowever, reality shows that most

women-who-prostitute in Nicaragua start selling a#sen they are minors.

In relation to the issue of children’s involvementprostitution, it is not possible to
understand it in terms of feminist empowerment eanot therefore be considered as
work. The contradiction arrives, in my opinion, whiaose children are over 16 or over
18. Being teenagers, considered to be grown-upyg,dte supposed to be aware of their
decisions; whereas children are not supposed tMigequestion is why is it decided
that 18 years of age is the limit of adulthood, wiieey —as in both these girls’ cases
and the other 13 that | interviewed— have beentddeas adults all their lives. My
second question and concern is what happens trehi rights when they are over 18
and they are not legally considered to be child@ould sex radical feminists then
consider prostitution as empowering if the girl weawow an adult is selling sex? Is it

only a matter of age limits? | will try to answéese questions in the next chapters.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In this second empirical chapter | am about to sliosvlife stories of women-who-
prostitute who are involved to a certain extenthie“Samaritanas” project. Two mayor
issues will be discussed here: the tensions betwesherhood and prostitution and

issues surrounding naming and labeling prostitugiod women-who-prostitute.

It was my second day in Nicaragua when | was tdkesee what was going to be my
main fieldwork area and were | would meet my infants: the “Samaritanas” project
main building. Just when | arrived Lourdes, therdomator of the project, was waiting
for me and inviting me to have breakfast with I&#re interviewed me and asked me for
my objectives, methods and means. | remember thatlsoked very serious and
preoccupied. | looked younger than she expected lamtherited skepticism after
unethical work of the previous investigator. Thelifgg of being tested was not new to
me, but it somehow made me feel uncomfortableuldceee already from that first day
that things were not going to be easy for me. As$ plmy sloppy beginning | called
my participants “prostitutes”, thinking that thisasvthe most appropriate word | could
use. The coordinator then looked at me even mareuseand preoccupied and scolded
me politely “We never call them like that”"Nobody would have believed that this
woman who was scolding me like a child would aptecme so much later. | would
never have imagined, that in the coming monthswahdd ask me for advice after such
a clumsy beginning. Informalff{;, in the “Samaritanas” project they would call the
women-who-prostitute just ‘women’ or ‘women fromethoads® which was, at times
confusing. When they used the term “women” | oftieh not know whether they were
referring to women in general or to women-who-gtost. However, by the end of my
stay, | could perceive slight variations in thedand gestures that helped to identify
those differences.

3" Remember “formally” they would use the expressiwsomen in a situation of sexual exploitation”
% In Spanish they would use the expression “mujdeeka carretera” instead of “mujeres de la calle”
(women from the streets) because this last exgresnotes a negative connotation.
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The “Samaritana’s” building had a rather interegtxterior: it did not have any visual
signage or external advertisement indicating ashat kind of institution it was. From
the outside looking in, it looked just like a noidnfamily house. In the beginning, |
presumedhat this confidentiality was due to the fact ttisy were trying to give the
women a private space they could use without tleeakstigma they suffered from the
outsideworld. However, when | asked one of the member$Samaritanas” about this
lack of signage, | was told that this “no sign”igiolwas done in order to reduce crime.
House burglariesvere unfortunately very common. Actually, | wasHiigsurprised by
the fact that “Samaritanas” hired one man to skaeghe premisesvery night. His job
was to protect the house. By sleeping in the gjdihe intruders would realize that
someone was there, and so —in theory— would ner ¢m¢ house. However, his actual
appearance was by no means threatening, but rquiiterthe contrary as he looked far

too friendly.

“Samaritanas” was in fact a very efficient and onigad project with particularly

engaged and kind workers. This included: the managardes -a social worker-, a
volunteer psychologist, another social worker argb@al trainers. | was very lucky to
be able to stay with them for 3 months. However,tlzey were so efficient and
experienced, | was not essential at all, in cohtiaghe situation at “La Casa Hogar”
where they really needed personnel. This theraftade it harder for me to introduce
myself in the field, for | was not necessary andha beginning | did not contribute

with my presence.

In this chapter | present the life stories of twormen-who-prostitute in Managua:
Gioconda and Zenobia. Thanks to Lourdes —the projemager— | was able to visit
them in their houses. | was also able to do twoematerviews with another two
women-who-prostitute, the stories of whom | wilhee back to in the conclusion of this
chapter. The reason for choosing Gioconda’'s anafiears life stories is because | had
longer interviews with them and also because thai bpoke more openly about their
lives compared to the other two. In fact, as | wdllmment in the end of the chapter, one

of the other interviewees did not admit that she imahe streets at all.

Gioconda was in her thirties and was working ie tipoor route” mostly in the

weekends. | had seen her once before. Giocondad hszhs. In the moment of the
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interview, she was with her smallest chitdeast-feeding him all the time. Zenobia was
33 and was also working in the “poor route”. Sheked there everyday of the week. |
had seen her on previous occasions, but | had spoden to her at length. Arriving at
her place was difficuff and when we did, all of her 6 children were theseing back
from school. Zenobia had a destroyed bus seathatdvias our ‘sofa’ for the interview.
Listening to her interview was one of the emotibnalrdest moments for me during
fieldwork as her story is very dramatic. In fattwias so that even Lourdes —the project

coordinator— start crying at the end of it, whenweze out of Zenobia’s house.

2. THE TWO LIFE STORIES

2.1 Past: Family abuse, rape, lack of education,agal exploitation.

Given that | have mostly dealt with childhood ie tlast chapter and that there are many
similarities in the childhood of the at risk giH$i0ot to mention a work count on this
paper— | therefore will not spend too much timelyrag the past of these two women.

I will just briefly quote what they told me aboteir formative years and youth. What
we can recognize both life stories is that Gioconda and Zenobra@thers used them
in order to survive economically. Gioconda wasisglicold water in the streets and
later became a teenage mother, and Zenobia wasgsklbd in the cinemas and was
later sold to an old man. Their childhood was alsaracterized by the lack of education
and it seems that they do not recriminate theidigegt parents for it. As similarly
illustrated in the last chapter, both idealizedrtineothers by under-communicating or

denying many negative aspects and experiences.

For example, even if she blames her mother fonghier, Gioconda does not mention
that her mother did not encourage her to go todclkdso Zenobia seems to forget that
it was her mother’s decision and not hers to be sdhen agednly 12 years old.

Concerning Zenobia being sold and in relation te 8hBodies Approach (Scheper-

Hughes and Lock, 1987), not only did she suffemftbe rape in the same general way

% For me Nicaraguan street system was really intiegesAfter the earthquakes the city was destroyed
and so, the streets have no name no more. Peaplegate houses and places visually. As an example
(an invented one) an address could be: from théreeg 3 blocks to the North, 100 meters to the, ¢as
pink house. So, even it was an impossible systemmé and even if sometimes would take ages ttoget
some places, it always worked somehow.

62



that was discussed in the previous chapter; lmatntbe seen that directly afterwards she
was sent to prostitution, so her body was usednbgdult again. As we will identify in
this chapter, being sold to that man was an indrusn Zenobia’s childhood and to
Zenobia’s body but more significantly, there wasoah social implication of this sale:
she became sexually exploited and so she starté@ foerceived as the property of

someone.

Gioconda.- The best that has happened to me was iMvas young, and my parents
were together. | think that if families remain tttger, | would not have entered in the
‘bad life’. It is so easy to get into the ‘bad lifeut so difficult to get out. The worst
memory | have from childhood was the separatiomypfparents. My father drank a
lot and beat my mother. My mother had a bad cha&raahd hit him back and us too.
[...] I reached second grade. | can only write my namee ©f the things that |
would like to do in life is to learn how to read.

Zenobia.- Well, the truth is the thing that mostelane in my life was that when | was
11 years old, when | was 11 years old | was raed| since then | have not been
able to overcome this stage. It has been the largfage in my life and since then |
hold to the work | am always doing [...] My childhoweés very sad because, the
truth is that | didn’t have opportunities to go atd have fun. My mum did not take
me out to have fun, she sent me to sell food teitlemas.. When | didn’t sell it, and
would not know what to do, | would throw it awayddell her somebody stole it from
me [...] (When living with the old man when she was h2nm, my mother was
happy and me from Sunday to Sunday would comasthalise to give everything to
my mother. Nothing was missing. She had everytsiiegneeded: all, money and
food supplies, but | was not happy. | lived lockadexchange of living all day with
him and night... | was with him in the house. | cldincook and | would do
everything.

B.- Did you sleep with him too?

Z.- Yes, everything. Everything. | spent 4 or yespoiling my life.

2.1.1 Sexual exploitation, their experiences: paanhd present

Both women started selling sex when they were minerom what they told, neither of
their families could attend their needs or couldilfithe provider role. It seems both
families treated them as adults and furthermorey thoth lived situations of poverty
and social insecurity. “Samaritanas” considers dghespects to represeritow
Nicaraguan society has lost the sense of protectiiigren (CEBS and Mary Barreda,
2006). The fact that both girls were minors whesythktarted selling sex (Gioconda was
16 and Zenobia 12) shows how unprotected childaenbe.
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As | said in Chapter 3, | consider children sellsgx as sexual exploitation. | agree
with Nicaraguan feminist Norma Moreno that kids dot choose to be sexually
exploited, and that it has to be assumed that dleatsion is highly influenced by
manipulation (Moreno, 2006). My main point of depeae is then that it cannot be
argued that they choose prostitution entirely freelowever, as | will illustrate in the
next pages, neither Gioconda nor Zenobia were awfati@s manipulation at the time
of the interview. Both of them explain their startgrostitution as a result of a personal
choice rather than a set of circumstances andeindling people around them. Gioconda
explains that she started selling sex because sinéed to earn more money. As she
was a teenage mother, she hiaglresponsibility of another person to feed and sgllin
cold watef® was not enough to raise the kid.

G.- | put myself into the street to earn more... tlmeo job the most they can give you
is 50-100 (=2.5-53%), in the street they give yourys00(=25$), your 300(=10%)

Zenobia seems contradictory about her motivesantisg prostitution, but generally
she seems to relate it more to the rape than tanleéner’s decision as when she said

“since ther(the rape) have not been able to overcome this stage.dtdeen the largest stage in my life

and since then | hold on to the work | am alwayinglo

Both women had been selling sex in the streetediney started with no periods of
interruptions. Gioconda had approximately been d&ry selling sex and Zenobia 20,
thus this was a big part in their lives. It is satprising that, when asked what was the
best thing that had happened in their lives, theth belated adult anecdotes related to
prostitution. Gioconda reported a kind of “Prettpman” story that happened to her
with a man who did not want sex but only compamg wanted her to fly with him to
United States. As far as her experience concermgrawho did not want to have sex,
but gave her presents and treated her and heryfanail probably had a hidden agenda.
As | will illustrate in this thesis mogif my informants seem to perceive manhood as
inevitably negative. However, it is also true —ame will never get to know the real

truth about this man’s intentions— that traffic wetp exist and sometimes operate like

0 Cold water sellers were very typical in NicaragDenking water from the tap is highly toxic, so
people who can afford it pay for clean one. Wastless in the streets sold small plastics filledlos
supposed clean water for 1 cordoba (=0'01 eurosgenhey would carry a huge bag on top of theidsea
or shoulders filled with the small plastics. Bussdrs and bus users were the majority of theimttieln
average, as far as | got to know in my stay, theuld sell approximately 100 of these small bagsdasr
which, at the end of the day, transformed in 1atoll
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this: someone promises a better future, giving maral inviting a girl or a woman to

move away from her country apparently withth® “best” promises.

G.- The best that has happened to me in my lifeavpanama client who paid me
100-150%... well... | met him one night | was goingnh and was about to take a taxi
and he appeared in his car... well | was leaving... hadsked me if | wanted a ride.
| said yes, so | would save the taxi back homen Heeasked me if | wanted to have
dinner with him and he invited me. That day he gaee100$ and when he took me
home he gave my mother 40$. He was very good. ldElWway me sandals, he gave
me money and would tell me to buy beautiful dre€3ee day he asked me to go with
him to United States, to California, but | refusédvas afraid. What if he sold me?
My mother told me to take the chance, she toldhuset opportunities only present
once in life... but | had suspicion... He is the biéshtl have ever had and he never
touched me.

In Zenobia’s case she referredatonan as beintipe best thing that has eveppened to
her in her life. He would pay her every two weeRat as she was living with another
man who she did not like, both men quarreled arafyghing ended in the death of the
one she liked the most. This extract shows theentg of pimps -men that would make
their life thanks to the money that a woman-whaospitote may give himand it also
illustrates how in the end, Zenobia was not ablthtow the pimp out of her house. It

seems that he was given more power.

Z.- Then | told him to give me 3000 pesos (=120%)etwo weeks and that | wanted
to be with somebody with whom to feel good. Hetece He accepted and he would
give me 3000 pesos, but as | had another man héreias somebody to whom | was
giving. It was someone who clean and cook but wooldgive me money. Whereas
he (the second onejave me money, he got me out of economic troublHsen |
decided to take the second one and when | came thereother one wanted to Kkill
him, the one | was bringing home, he followed hiithh @ machete and things like
that... he died and | am always resigned becaudeit &s my fault.

Both women also reported other positive experieraebpoints of view about being
women-who-prostitute. Gioconda for example expldiew thanks to being in the
streets they could create friendship bounds, goaadthave fun. Zenobia spoke about

how this life permitted her to help her whole famil

G.- Yes, | have friends. A bound is created becagsare in the same, | would say...
that... that... that of them being fighting betweerheaztber... they hit themselves... |
don'’t like it. There are women who like to fightaamst each other and it looks
unpleasant [...] The women from the street we argopag/e have fun, go out... We
have had bad times, but good things had also haggbémus.

Z.- The truth is that since | got this job | haweded my mother in the little | have

been able to. | helped her to prepare my sister tmdhelp my brother to study.
Sometimes | feel as the owner of my siblings, bhbuldn’t feel this way.
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What these positive examples demonstrate is that e women-who-prostitute does
not only entail negative experiences, but also tpmesiones. This is a matter to be
discussed in relation to what | illustrated in cleap3 concerning feminists, who
consider prostitution as essentially wrong and adigg like the abolitionists. | will

come back to this debate in the conclusion.

Returning to the life stories, despite considering positive aspects of being on the
streets, both Gioconda and Zenobia also reporteghtive personal experiences.
Gioconda reported experiences of violence and Zdamnabsexual transmitted diseases.
According to Henrietta Moore (1994) the self repreation of men may include the
right to have an aggressive masculinity towards emnBesides if men, in line with
Carole Pateman (1988), exhibit this masculinityptigh sexual relationships (the more,
the better) it can be explained at least in pary wiieet women-who-prostitute may
suffer violence from clients. Clients perceive thlfay are in their right. Furthermore,
Nicaraguan State does not regulate prostitutioncéie¢he rules are established by the
Market: he who has the money, has the power. ;xdase the client. Besides, as | have
pointed out in the theoretical section, in a pathal society like this one, men in
general have more power than women. And so, incddse clients have double power:
that which is indirectly given to them as clientgldghat which is given to them as men.

When participating in the night walks and handing condoms, | could see that
violence was often surrounding these women'’s liassl mentioned in the introduction
of the thesis. One of the nights, we were in therpoute inside the van and Julieta, a
woman-who-prostitute who was very well known in @mject, came to us and said
“Yesterday night they killed one of usJulieta explained how somebody stabbed a
women-who-prostitute in her heart in the middletloé street. Concerning violence,
Gioconda related two violent episodes committeddiye men.
G.- The worse thing that has ever happened to meé,the worse memory | have
from this life was when 4 years ago... 4 years agomesmen came and beat me and
“machetearon”. Look at the cicatrices in my arm ahdre in my shoulder [...]
(talking about what happened to her frie@he day a man put a gun in her head. If |
hadn’t been there, he would have killed her... Het lme@a and he threw me to the

floor for defending her... The situation in the stseis very difficult. There is a lot of
violence. Lots of men leave without paying, otleat you...
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This example illustrates the issue of the objemiion of the sex worker stated by
Sophie Day. She argues that as the State doesratetipsex workers and given that
money objectifies things, sex workers are percetedoke always available and in a way
“free” (Day, 2007). Day claims that clients tendpimtest against prostitution by raping
the women-who-prostitute, stealing, not paying @t using condoms appealing to their
right (Ibid, 2007). This last example was the reaaty Zenobia was infected by Aids,
which, she says, is the worse thing that has haggpenher in the streets.
Z.- The worse? Everything... that they offend yoey theat you, they humiliate you...
oh... the worse? That | got ill. That is what makesingdignant in my life. | would
have preferred to be killed at once, puff! And thet iliness [...] What really bothers
me is when... what really bothers me is when theeenaoments in which | feel...
when a man says “Look | really enjoyed withoutgerwative, | pay you whatever
you want, but without preservative”. | remember wtteey did to me, and so | tell
him “No, no, no” and | insist “No, even if you page whatever you want... | don’t
do it without preservative” “Why?” “Because | donlike it” But | don'’t tell any
client about my disease. The one who insist andrbes angry, then | say... “No
problems” | say “It's ok... no problem, lets do it’ebause | am telling him not to,
but if he insists and gets angry | feel he is grasme. And | say to myself, maybe the

one who infected me also pressed me and | fallhirgtdrap then I... | don't take care
of who does not do it by himself.

This quote exemplifies the paradoxes of power. Asehtioned above, clients are the
ones who have the power in the relationship withwlomen-who-prostitute. Using this
power, some men may force the women not to usearnsdeven if the results of this
behavior can be disastrous such as being infectedexting others. Thus, even if this
example shows how clients can decide over womemdsels, it can also illustrate that
sometimes there is a ‘price to pay’ for that. Zaa@bbehavior, in this regard can be

seen to illustrate a form of resistance.

Other negative aspects that these women have ¢cafacthose related to stigma. A big
part of their lives is being lived on the streeisd so their identity is clearly influenced
by this aspect. As | have pointed out in the thigcaesection, definitions of identity are
highly linked to social order (Moore, 1994). Thenef, there are some identities or
subject positions that are more validated thanrstivthin the context of masculinities
and femininities (Connel, 2002). The identity ok ttvomen-who-prostitute is highly
stigmatized because it transgresses the limitseoptivate and public regarding sex and
because it also transgresses gender norms in régatide ideal femininity. As I
illustrated in chapter 3, sex is perceived to Ipgiate thing that should not be sold and

therefore should not be public. Hence, the identfy ‘the prostitute’ is highly
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undervalued. This under validation is produced tyay stigma. We can appreciate
this in Zenobia’s comments when she speaks of mragassment in explaininger
job to men. This suggests how stigma is attachetig¢csocial body (Scheper-Hughes

and Lock, 1987) and so to what people’s percepitidiise body are.

Z.- When | want to live with someone | am embartas®ll him, because | cannot
quit this job because that dazes me always... beadusbat happened.

Far more than presenting here examples of stigfivadlit much more interesting to
explore how this stigma can be contested. As |tpdirout in the literature review,
Adahl noted in her ethnography how the investmennhotherhood would be a way to
fight against the stigma for women-who-prostituéelghl, 2001). However, as | will
show in this last part of the section, resisting gtigma can take many ways and forms
andso | will come back to questions of motherhoodrlate

Z.- My father got married with a woman, well he et in this work, a woman who
had 6 children and he honored her.

Z.- The truth is | live with an old person for whomon't feel anything, | am not in

love with him. It's only for people to see that.r. f@ople to respect me more. But,
for the people | am what | am and | go out to wevleryday, but for me it's not a
source of happiness because from the house totriet and from the street to the
house.

These examples demonstrate how gender norms caredlisthe social body of a

woman-who-prostitute and re-credit it again. Thecpss of gaining credit is achieved
by marriage or living together and it seems that imx@ the ones who can ‘give’ honour
to the dishonoured. Therefore it shows how thesenen’s identity is managed by
others rather than by themselves and how the subgsition as women-who-prostitute
can be re-valued by their subject position as metaed wives at home. Though it is
not the women-who-prostitute who can improve tteiuation actively, but others:

especially men.

Finally, and concerning their present sentimentgstds prostitution, both womeseem

to be tired of it. They both consider that thetuation on the streets was better when
they were younger and sometimes think about qgittihowever, Zenobia explained
that, at present, she feels trapped in this jobthatlshe seems unable to leave. This

could be related to what | stated in chaptein 3eference to the importance some
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feminist give to the freedom to leave prostitutiéior example as stated by Barry, not
being able to quit prostitution makes it, in hemign, a way of sexual slavery (Barry
1998 in Ordoiiez, 2006)
Z.- The truth is | cannot quit this job... It is noécause of necessity because |
sometimes have money and... in my soul | feel arbimess. It is not because of
the money. And now | don’t know if to say it wasmuother’s fault... | don’t know

why but, | always live confused. [...] This job nmkee sick. | feel sick, and it has
made me so desperate.

G.-1 want to quit from this... | am bored of thiglif. this is boring... In the beginning
everything is different. One would never have etqueso many things that can
happen in the streets...

In conclusion, in this section | have presented tloege two women started selling sex
and at the same time explored both the positive reeghtive aspects that they have
experienced whilst on the streets. They have knovamy people, made friends and

help their families, but they have also sufferealemce, Aids and stigma.

2.2. Present.

2.2.1 Prostitution, naming it and talking about it: resisting stigma.

Since the second day —the day | realized | shoatduse the word ‘prostitute’— | faced
what | call simply a “naming problem”. As | menteoh in chapter 3, there was no
common understanding between the actors in thd &ed | came to realize that all
names being used were different and had differezdinimgs and values. It was this

issue in naming themselves that inspired me tceevihis section.

To analyze this further from Gioconda’s and Zeatblife stories, in this part of the

chapter | explore in more detail their perceptiafsprostitution, how they name

themselves and how they name the others. | wikteekthese observations to the
paradoxes and fictions that separate the privadetiam public and see them in relation
to Giaconda’'s and Zenobia’s self naming as womeo-priostitute. The reason of

doing so is to follow Kari Kesler's advice. Keslaxr,feminist and an ex-prostitute,
demands when writing about this topic to ask theracbefore putting forward our

moral presumptions (Kari Kesler, 2002). This namamglysis will bring us to explore

not only how they literally name themselves, bgbahe meanings of this naming.
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Despite these differences, the women-who-prostituteame to know shared a
similarity: they would tend to refer to themsehmsaction terms and not by common
nouns. This means, they would rather say “I amhim $treets”, than “I am a street
woman”. By using verbs, the focus is turned to dalsgon and not to the person. And
vice versa: when using nouns, the focus is turethé person and not to the action.
Subsequently, it can be argued that this prefereicesing verbs could then be
analyzed as a resistance to this stigma of beimgraen-who-prostitute and towards the
label “prostitute” which has a negative effect thaéms to invade the whole person and
her whole body (Pateman, 1988). Summing up, ateegie against what Pheterson
called the ‘whore stigma” summarized by her sergé8be is bad for what she is, and
he is bad for what he doe¢Pheterson in Kong, 2006).

Both women in the interview also used more verlanthouns when talking about
prostitution. | have analyzed this by counting téferences that these two women made
in relation to prostitution in their own interviewBhe results are presented in a table in
annex 1. Even though Gioconda and Zenobia shargriheipal similarity of using

more verbs thanouns, | have found however two different modelhini

[See table in annex 1]

Gioconda refers to prostitution aStteet lifé on three separate occasionBad life’
and ‘WorkK’' two times each andThis lifé’ once. She refers to women-who-prostitute as
“Women from the streéten four occasions. She never used any term mdogiually
familiar neither to prostitutes nor to whores. Keit did Zenobia. However, on one
occasion Gioconda mentioned the word “puteantiofing’ as referring to a piece of
advice that she gave in an abstract case. As fereaisiterview is concerned, Gioconda
did not consider prostitution specifically as wofshe mentioned the connection, but
she did not emphasize it as we will see in Zenalsise. It is clear in Gioconda’'s
example that the way in which she prefers to reddrerself and to the other women is
“women from the streétdt is not “women in situation of sexual explditan” —which

is the name “Samaritanas” would use— nor ‘whore’ ‘bach’ nor ‘prostitute’ nor ‘sex
worker’. However, what is interesting to analyzethst in her interview she used

different ways to differentiate between talking abberself as individual and talking
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about the group of women-who-prostitute as a whalleen she talked about herself she
referred more to the “street” as a verb followed dypreposition and a place, for
example T was in the streetsor “I go out to the streetsHowever, when she talked
about women-who-prostitute in general she only ued term YWomen from the
streets. What this implies is that she does not idenkigrself with a noun, but with an
action followed by a placeShe does howevadentify women-who-prostitute as a
whole with a noun while not naming herself directiwoman from the street”, but
naming the others as “womerom the streets”. | have previously argued it
change can be understood as a resistance to fmasts well as a way to distance
herself as a whole person from prostitution. Retatio Moore’s multiple identities
(1994), this could be understood as a waghow multiple identities and not just a
fixed one, as if one identity was ¢ime streets, but not her whole self. As | indicated
the theory section, for everybody’s identity itisicial to feel normal (Goffman, 1963).
Perhaps, this trying to distance herself from theug is a way to accomplish this
normality, implying that her whole self is not ‘aogtitute’, but just one of her multiple

identities.

Zenobia has a highly different view towards the mayrof prostitution. She employs
ways of describing it that could be understood maplying a wider concern for the
group. For example she employs the term “Work”(mb*) ten times in the whole
interview not only referring to prostitution on aabstract level, but also when
describing herself and what she does. She emplbyedord “Work” as a verb 7 times
revealing that she clearly defines herself as &®rorAs well as this, on one occasion
during the interview she named prostitution asd#‘areferring to the old medieval
groups that would go together as a way to orgatiemselves. This can be related to
the view shared by pro-rights feminists who consplestitution as work. Zenobia did
not use the term ‘women from the streets’ onceuphout the duration of the interview.
Zenobia shares with Gioconda a limited use of nowhen describing women-who-
prostitute. In fact, she did not use nouns at abt-even the “women from” way-,

except when referring ttthe work”.

It seems as if this position of Zenobia differs @tdhe same time is similar to that of
Gioconda. None of the women use any “common” waydéscribe themselves as

individual or as group members, but have created (i\@omen from the streets’dr
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adjusted old “orkers”) ways of naming that could be analyzed as a walfjgtd
against the stigma. When using the first expresdioey are just linking their
prostitution practice with a place; but not witlethselves as a whole. When using the
second expression, they are trying to integrateniedves in the market. As a way of
earning money, and as the market allows everythingge sold (Day, 2007), these
women call themselves workers as a way to integhemselves into society, as a way
to be seen as active and productive members dh#y are not ‘prostitutes’ —in the
negative meaninghat Pheterson showed-, they are workers. In terses maybe
Zenobia, who clearly defined herself as worker, laachore positive view towards
prostitution in relation to society. Howevett the time othe interview, both women
mentioned that they sometimes thought about qgittin

In relation to this “counting” process, | have atsminted and noted the way in which
they name their clients. Both of them use the wadieht without exception, although
Zenobia would call themmar twice during the interview. They do not call them
“sexual exploitators”, as people in “Samaritanasdject would officially dé*, nor
would they insult them for what they do. They joatl them clients. This surprised me
greatly in comparison to what | discovered durihg tocus group discussion with the
ex-prostitutes, where they would all insult merganeral. This could be related to the
fact that both Gioconda and Zenobia are currentiyking and may tend to attribute

strong sexual needs as an inevitable aspect ofulrasg

2.2.2 Present: Mothering

According to Henrietta Moorediscourses about gender are powerful because they
engender women and men as defined by contrast @¢1d894). Thixan be regarded

in how motherhood and fatherhood is in itself geade In the case of mothering,
several authors have considered it to be as thtatgrerceived role for women in
Nicaragua, while the father figure seems to be r@b@EBS and Mary Barreda, 2006;
Hagene, 2006; Johansson, 1999). | also observedrtithe focus group discussions.
Motherhood is considered to be the centre of femirsiubjectivity in Nicaragua, which
implies that having children is one of the waysvimch women can find their objective

“! Informally, they would just call them “men” or fehts”.
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and meaning in life. This is to say that motherhamdild make them be useful and feel
complete. Motherhood then represents the idealriaty and it is encouraged in all
aspects of life by different social agents: fromilg to the Stat&. However, in the
case of these life-stories some contradictions lvélfound and will be analyzed in this

part of the chapter.

To start with, neither of them spoke of their cheld as being the best thing that had
happened to them in their lives. This is an issmash to come back to in the next
chapter. In fact, as | will soon show, Zenobia éeadis that not considering all facets
before having her children is the worst thing thas happened to her in her life.
Gioconda had her first child when she was 14 armuh évshe does not consider them as
“the worst thing” she does not speak about thepositive ways either. The impression

she gives in the interview is that they are a burde her.

G.- When | had my first child | was 14 years old.y. kid is now 13 years... the
oldest one... | was a girl because | was 14 yearsloléhs a mother-girl because
being very young | was a mother.

Z.- The worse... not thinking, my God!, that kids lidne so expensive, | received
many advises and | thought of them as a joke, @ke... but, and then? How
could | get my self into such a big problem?

Having difficulties in raising their children is erof the main concerns in both women’s
life stories. In the case of Gioconda, one of haimtoncerns is money. Before, she
worked almost every day, whereas now she can oot wn the weekends because she
has to take care of her children.
G.- What? Saving? | don’t save anything... | donitesavhat? savings? There in
the other house | paid more than here, here | mBg.I It was bigger, here it's
really small. Almost 100 (=5$%) | spend in food.uyt? pounds of rise (=900gr.) for

everyday, oil, chlorine for the clothes for thenddar me (laughing), one pound of
chicken, of beef... it costs 35 the pound (=1.7$%).

B.- Could you work more?
G.- | can’t because the children... who can take adrthem? When | go out, my

mother can take care of them for a bit.

In the case of Zenobia, one of her main concermetiseing able to meet a man. This

shows some tensions between her role as a motlher,has to provide and put her

“2\We only have to rely on the fact that abortioillésyal in the country, even if it is a rape casesee
how this idea of having children is deeply encoerhg
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children’s needs first, against her own needs am@mds. Nevertheless, despite the
difficulties, both women hope and expect the besttlieir children. Gioconda hopes
that they will not havea “bad life”, with reference to prostitution or drugadiction.
Zenobia expects to continue working to give heldchn what they need.
Z.- The oldest one is 15 and the smallest is 6.,..baoty God, sometimes | say to
myself “| have to bear all this, It's better to béone”, but not... Just as | get out of
my house the first thing that comes into my minth& | would like to meet
someone whom | like and my mind is again confuaad.it is not the need of a
man, because | feel well with the clients. Butdwrthat because of their age they
are suggesting me that and | start analyzing “l sahleave my children, | cannot
leave them alone” | feel sad and come back homessard crying. | can't, it is a

lie... it is a mistake... | go out another day... Eveyyldgo out full of good hopes,
but | always return with the same: | have a no.

The stories of both these women may be in line whign notion of motherhood as
central for gender ideas in Nicaraguan societyef@mple in relation to female headed
households. However, these life stories alsow us how difficult it can be to work on
the streets and raise children at the same tinst. aki Sophie Day concluded in her
study in London, women-who-prostitute have to neegetbetween their two bodies: the
work body and their social and family body (Day @pand thereforeegotiate between
their roles in spheres of production and re-pradac(Mooser 1992 in Kabeer, 1994).
When Gioconda had her last son, she had to stokimgoas much as she did before, so
she does not get enough money to feed all herrehildf we see this in relation to the 3
roles framework, she had a tension between heodeptive and productive role and
she prioritized the first one. To conclude, it sedimat it isnot only ideologically that
being a good mother and being on the streets cafiffi®ult, but in the practice too.
The negotiations between the production spheretlamdeproduction sphere produce
different notions of womanhood. Some women-who-tigs —the ones who work and
leave their children— seem to relate to the ecoosrmand to the productive roles and did
not seem to centre their lives directly towardsirttehildren; although they would
indirectly do it. Whilst, the ones that work legsstop working, as we will see in next
chapter, seem to relate to society’s gender notmghe ideal femininity of being

mothers and to take care of their children: sdéore-productive roles.
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2.2.3 Present: Men

Ethnography work in Nicaragua has pointed out w@hen’s perception of men is that
they are'by nature’ machistasand absent fathers (Hagene, 2006). The life starfe
both women that | present here show the absendbeofather, both in relation to
themselves as daughters and also in relation tochédren. However, the idea of men
as naturallymachistasis not always so evident. In Gioconda’s life stospe talked
about three important men in her life, apart fréma tlient from Panama, and she seems

not to think negatively upon manhood in generaspite the violence she has suffered.

B.- What do you think of men in general?

G.- There are men who are good... there are men whdad... there is everything
(laughing). My first husband would put a gun on h@ad... have | told you? That
man beat me, he was an old man for me. He putitheog my head, he beat me, and
he beat me with a belt. My mother several times Isien to jail [...] | have had back
luck with men. The second one was worst. The fastthe father of my son, helps me
even if it is reluctantly with money for the kifb®d.

As | have mentioned before, Zenobia spoke mostiyutlbhe man with whom she
currently lives, while she also dreams of findimptner better man in the future. In her
case it seems that the ‘whore stigma’ seems tovioller when trying to find a partner.
Zenobia feels ashamed when she likes someone @&ndags that she does not tell a

man about her feelings, which is another exampl@fstigma attached to their social
bodies.

Z.- (talking about the man he lives with in order torbspectedHe is like 60. But |
don't feel good because he doesn't like the thihdike. | like dancing, | like
laughing... but he doesn't... he is boring. Since b&dat me, he wants us to be shut
down, nothing more. To the bed... and | feel hurtnaiee asks me, | don’t feel good.
| feel bad. Sometimes I tell him | am ill, althougls not true, but | don’t want him
to touch me. He is offending me, | feel bad, my!Qdthve told him to get out of my
place, because | don't feel good. [...]JAnd the trigh would like to meet a person
who likes me, who likes me in an honest way, botades not look at me for what |
work in, because if he is going to look at me fgrwork, I'd rather die alone [...] If
there is a client whom | like, | don't tell himiké him. No, | never tell anybody. | am
embarrassed.

2.3 Future

When talking about their future, both women seendglves leaving prostitution and
think about their future in domestic terms. Thigio of “domestic terms” means they

both imagine their future out of prostitution amdai family, a house or with a husband.
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This aspect has also been studied by Sophie Daycahduded that domestic values
help distancing from workDay, 2007). In addition, what this could meanhattthey
imagine their future in relation to their re-protiue roles and thus areying to re
integrate themselves into “normality”. Property daninstance be seen as central for
social re-integration as seems to be the caseitmoBda’s wish in getting a house. By
having a house, Gioconda imagine that she canrfegjrated somewhere, belonging to
some place.

G.- The dream of my life is to have my house, mrhicannot live here no long.

From the future | expect to be able to have my éouask God to help me that gives
me enough patience to go on.

Having a husband and a” job” also promises so@ahtegrationwhich is Zenobia’'s

whish for the future.
Z.- Oh... that it would not matter to me... that ifétra man... if | met a man... In
want him at least to be handsome, at least thdbhes me. But the truth is, | want to
leave this job because it makes me tired and Itdmare about earning money or not
because not now... now it makes me feel sick. |iffambkes me sick and has
desperate me so much. | would like to have a jpleast selling something... | don’t

know what... do something... but not staying at honibisn'trade’.... Because it's
unpleasant. | have seen it in the other womem&sli.. old ones... and it's a bad job.

So, what both women expect from their future ide@ave prostitution, quitting their
more public identity on the streets and remainingape in their homes, using Day’s
conceptualization (2007). By doing so, not onlyluliey believe that they will stop
suffering from stigma, but they will also live irt@rdance with Nicaraguan gender

norms.

3. CONCLUSION

The separation between the economy and societys léadsome tensions and
contradictions regarding the market that entademand for women-who-prostitute and
regarding society, which norms condemn prostitutlrostitution is, in the end, being
productive in regard of the economy, but immoratagard of society. As something
that clearly transgresses the private and pubfhiddi prostitution is seera$ a form of

sexuality rather than as a form of wor©ay, 2007 page 80) to the limits that women-

who-prostitute constitute a clearly stigmatizedugro
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By talking to Gioconda and Zenobia as well as wtk rest of my participants, |
gradually understood why Lourdes walding me when in our first meeting, | called
them ‘prostitutes’. As | have pointed out throughdthis chapter, the lives of street
women-who-prostitute in Managua are far from ed&gst of them start on the streets
when they are very young; out of the need for masregre sent by family members —as
evident in the previous chapter, it could have lesgo to Dulce Maria or ashat
happened to Zenobia, seen in this chapter—. Thdsaigually come from a background
of lack of education and parental support. Whatldtdae seen as a quick escape

develops to configure their lives. Prostitution ibego be a way of life.

So, calling them ‘prostitutes’, undermines the ab@conomic and familiar background
of these girls. In my opinion, this whole point gaegainst the prejudices of those who
think prostitution is an easy life and shows irelwith Turid Hagene (2006), that my
informants do not perform a discourse of suffer@sgpart of their woman identity and

as a way to gain virtue.

Apart from what is mentioned above, the insightd eonclusions that can be extracted

from this chapter are many:

First, both women entered into prostitution fofeliént motives and remained there for
different motives too. What Gioconda’s life stofyosvs is that intra-familiar violence

and the need for money were her motives to begth@streets. Money seems her main
motive to continue; as she would like to buy a leoasd she needs to take care of her
children. What Zenobia’s life story shows when slas raped and sent to the old men’s
house is, what she explains as a controversial tlte#cdoushes her to be in the streets.
So, what this illustrates is that money is not ¢méy factor that directly brings these

girls and women onto the streets; although money tke base of the whole process. It
also illustrates that the idea of childhood thapriesented in these life stories is made

into means of making money rather than a stageerfull of rights and needs.

Second, these women’s lives and bodies are clel@fiped and manipulated by their
surroundings. Their parents made them work whey Were young and seemed not to
encourage them to have any education. Regardingdise evident example —Zenobia’s

being sold to a man—, it can illustrate how gidadies may be used by their families to
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gain financially. Concerning their bodies at preésemd in relation to the 3 Bodies
Approach (Scheper-Hughes and Lock, 1987), it carsdsn that their social body is
clearly stigmatized and defined by others. Throughtris chapter | have presented
several examples of this stigmatization, but treee many others that | cannot outline
here due to the lack of space. However in shogsdtother examples of stigma include:
comparing prostitution to drugadiction, lying whasked about their job —such as
Linda, another informant, would do in her life stanterview— or the difficulty of

linking themselves to religion. Concerning thistlasse, most of the women |
interviewed or talked with had different and sommets contradictory points of view. On
the one hand, most of them thought that the Chanchreligion in general could not be
linked with prostitution, as prostitution is considd a sin. Incidentally on the other
hand, the women-who-prostitute were really touchden Priest Arnaldo, joined us

duringthe night visits. Then they seem to perceive théreseaccepted by the Church.

Furthermore, what is very interesting to see inrthtories, is not only how they are
stigmatized, but also how they deal with and fightinst stigma. This may include;
living with a man or marrying to be honored, coesidg herself out of the general
group “women from the street”, considering hersaf a worker or not naming
themselves “prostitutes” —not using nouns, but sedodenote the separation between
their private and public identities—. This shovsitteven if they do not conform a
political resistance group as in other countriey, informants are actively fighting
against their stigma, although as individuals aodas a group. Therefore, my findings
show that these women have to fight against thealsstigma that sees them as
immoral, they have to fight for their children, iaggeneral the fathers will not help, and
fight against the common idea that prostitutionegnates all of their identities.
According to Moore’s conceptualization (1994), pitosion is how they earn their
living and thus represents one of their multiplejsat positions, but it is not the only

one.

Third, | have presented two cases of teenage ntaibdivhich is often associated with
drugs, underemployment and drop-out of school @ar 1999) and therefore
associated with the feminization of poverty. Thaile as mothers could theoretically
help them to fight against the stigma, since asavehillustrated here, it is often

motherhood which gives women their value in Nicaey society. However, what |
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could see in their interviews was opposing ideasosadingtheir children to whom
they love, but at the same time by whom they fesdged. | found that most women-
who-prostitute seem to fight against this tensiAn. example of this is Zenobia’s,
statement about considering thatot thinking before having childrenis the worst
thing that has happened to her in her life. Oneipdgy is that she said so because she
was a teenage mother and her life was clearly plisduand she had to take care of her
children. Another possibility is that she links Idnén to prostitution. Gioconda started
working to be able to feed her child, and Zenolmatimued working —apart from what
she described as theeed—, to feed her 6 childreifter all, having no education, how
could they manage to find another job? As they baththe time of the interview,
mentioned leaving prostitution, maybe it is havaigidren which paradoxically makes

them stay.

Fourth, what prostitution illustrates in both worisefives is that men are powerful

enough to do something to these women’s bodiesth®rone hand, they rape them,
beat them and have sex for money. As | have prelyomentioned, by being clients

men have the ‘power’ in the relationship and sq tten make important decisions like
that of not using condoms or not paying. On theotfand, clients also marry them and
live with the women, which honor their social badién relation to this, it seems that
men are indispensible for being honored, althoughesame time it is menho have

dishonored these women'’s bodies since they weregyou

Fifth, relating to the 3 Bodies Approach, the pcéit body of prostitution seems to be in
an uncertain terrain as it is not established gal ler illegal, which brings prostitution
out of the system and controlled by the market.féxssmy fieldwork, | realized that
women-who-prostitute are abandoned by the healthjstice systems. These women
do not have access to public health, whereas atlogkers in the country do have
acces®. | realized this in the informal conversations &g on the “Night visits” and

in their life-stories. In this respect, and eveh dio not have enough space to comment
in depth, it is worth noting that Gioconda said slit not feel secure and protected by

the Nicaraguan State. In her opinion, the autlesmitlo not care about women-who-

43«Samaritanas” would then try to help these wométh their gynecological fares by giving vouchers;
but even though, these women found very many pnabkend barriers when attending the health system.
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prostitute. | asked her why she thought this hap@erd she replied thathbse people
don’t have hearts

As an example, during my fieldwork | found out thatwas common practicéhat
policemen would demand free sex in order to let wwho-prostitute continue
working in the streets. Finally and concerning pixgtice system, when these women
had to go to the police if they wanted to sue sadglbecause of rape or violence or
they had to go to a trial, they often asked “Sataads” for help because they reported
that when going alone, they were frequently ignaead stigmatized when explaining

their profession.

Sixth and last, these reflections are importanbiider to think about how feminist
stances such as pro-prostitution or anti-prostituthnay be addressed in this country. In
order to deal with the issue whether prostitutimplies a direct choice or not, we have
to think that the majority of women-who-prostitumeNicaragua started when they were
minors. So, the word “sexually exploited” can\mry useful to reflect upon this issue.
However, as | mentioned in the previous chapter,difemma begins when these girls
grow upand become adults in their thirties who continuekimg on the streets like
Zenobia and Gioconda, and who do not find prostitutas essentially negative.
Considering thiswould we still call it sexual exploitation? No, laese they are not
sexually exploited in the same sense as younges. éhngthermore, as we have seen in
the life stories, botvomen find positive aspects about prostitution sadthey do not
consider what they do as essentially wrong. In, fZeihobia called itwork” many

times, which could be linked to the pro-rights faisi stances.

In order to reflect upon this issue it can be ratévto describe the life stories of ex-
prostitutes. This is also meant to create a bropibture of the lives and experiences of
women-who-prostitute by seeing it from the perspeodf different generations and to
somehow, reflect upon the cycle of prostitutiominich some girls and women engage,

which can somehow finish when they quit.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The ex-prostitutes were women who had previolldgn women-who-prostitute and
attended the seminars on Friday's at “Samaritanéiséy had beemnvolved in the
project during their time as women-who-prostituted needed the organization’s help
concerning health and children, or were lookingdaray to quit prostitution. Friday’s
ex-prostitute workshoponsisted of an unpredictable number of womenjtfaras an
open group. Some days, for instance there woultubattendance of more than 15,
whereas other days there was no more than 4 attgndomen. Fridays were my
favourite days in Samaritanas because on that ldayvbmen from the ex-prostitute
group brought family members with them, who woulderd the other group’s
workshops. In some of these meetings, it was plestibmeet up to 3 generations of
women and girls from the same family and, as aareber, it was very interesting to

see them all together.

This chapter will explore how ex-prostitutes thiakout their past as woman-who-
prostituted. This including their reasons and idefar leaving prostitution, whilst
investigating this in relation to their personapexences and future aspirations as they
move onwards. In doing so, | have chosen to exatwndife stories: Rosa Argentina’s
and Aura’s. Additionally, in the conclusion | alkmwk at the statements and stories of
other ex-prostitutes. Even though there are diffees in the life stories of Rosa
Argentina and Aura, what they have in common igast pf prostitution and the hope of
finding a better job. The reason of choosing thige interviews out of the four |
completed was because they spoke very openly diening been a woman-who-
prostituted. As | will show in the conclusion, Rerlanother informant— would
indirectly mention her time as a woman-who-prostiflbut did not talk about it in as
much detail; and Dora —another informant— never mentioneat all. As well as this,
both Rosa Argentina and Aura came to the workskeopsy week without exception, so

| had the opportunity to know them better.
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Rosa Argentina was a 37 year-old woman who wasdiwith her partner and their 2
sons, plus her daughter, Carla from a previoudioalship. She also cared for Carla's
two daughters whom considered Rosa Argentina tothser mother not their

grandmother as Carla was never available. Carlddieave them for months at a time,
when she was engaged in prostitution. Aura was €24 old woman whose whole
family had a very active role in the “Samaritanasjgct”. While | was in Nicaragua,

Aura joined us on the “night visits” on two occasso since she was preparing to
become a volunteer in the project. Aura’s intervie\s perhaps the hardest one |
conducted during my stay as her life story is exttanary and since | came to know her

well and sympathised with her deeply.

2. ANALYSING BOTH LIFE STORIES

2.1 Past: Family neglect, abuse, lack of education.

Similarly as in the previous chapter, due to thok laf space | will not go in detail about
these women'’s childhood, but just draw on genenaklas they all have a similar past

of family neglect, abuse and violence.

As a result of her mother leaving her when she 3yd®osa Argentina moved from one
house to another. Her father was never arounderatiten working; but when he was
home he would drink and beat her. Rosa Argentilthrtee she did not remember much
about her childhood.
R.- His family told me he locked me up... he wouldchsiand tied me to a chair by the door
and there | would spend hours... sitting in a chaind | would sleep there and | would
spend hours there sitting in a chair and | didn&ve... well... until... he remembered me,
he woke up from his drunkenness or it would beat® &nd dark that they would put me
inside [...] because he was always drunk... and whemdsedrunk... [...]When | was 8 or
7 years old, my heart would jump out of my chestibse of the nerves since when he was

drunk he would come and beat me [...] he always cabsiit my food and my nutrition, but
sometimes that is not important, there are othargh too he didn’t care about...

In Aura’s case, when she speaks about her childsbedften speaks about herself as
being “frightened”. Her mother was a women-who-fitote and did not pay attention
to her or to her siblings. Since she was 5 yeafssfle remembers being abused by an

uncle. Besides being very young, Aura started tsome drugs by sniffing glue.
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The glue is used by shoemakers to paste shoe# &nthe cheapest drug that can be
accessed in the country. It is sold in crystallbstthat last up to 2 or 3 hours at a time.
There are several reasons why these children ghifé. As sighted by Raquel
Fernandez (1993Y they can be summarized by: the boredom and preblef the
street life, copying strategies of what othersttle,need to keep warm as the glue helps
them to gain temperature when they are sleepirtgarstreets, and finally the need to
forget their present problematic situation.
A.- Then, most of the times | would wake up withunderwear. Then | thought in the
beginning | was doing it myself while sleeping. Bwras not me who did it. Then what |
would do was not to sleep... or sleep at home, butmmy bed. [...]and when | was 8 |
would go to the streets and my uncles would looknie because they didn’t know that that
uncle was abusing me [...] | mean, in the streetsuld feel safer. | felt | could take better
care of myself because | knew that... in the stiestsld not sleep in open air... so if | had
to sleep, | would go to a dark place nobody kneauabSometimes | would sleep in the top

of the trees, in the top of the roofs... And so, beeaf the frighten... then when | came
back home my grandmother and my uncles would hit me

A tension between the experience of not being talerof and the need for support
and love seems to have led these women to makeapumrdecisions. The decision of
Rosa Argentina was to live at home until she wasatfer whichshe escapedrhe
decision of Aura was to run away from home whenshse just 8. It seems that both
decisions led to different consequences as weltwass common ones: the lack of
education and the birth of their children when thegre teenagers. Having their
children at an early age, which was a matter ophregss, was also a matter of concern
because they had to raise them as a single parenthe case of Rosa Argentina,
escaping from home led her into prostitution whiee was 15.

R.- Well, and from there, because | was maltre&edny father, then | got into the streets

at 14-15 years. When | was 15, | was in the strééten... because | never had advice of

anyone, | had nobody who supported me then... Merfdiad his partner, his wife and...
well... | got into the streets because | did not Haigesupport...

B.- Is it easy to get into the streets?

R..- Yes... | would say... when you don’t have sugport the people you love... and the
most difficult is when you don’t have money. Yoo'tdoave. You look at yourself in an
impossible situation... you cannot work... you can’ind so | started from there... Then |
would go to the “posh route” and | stayed there fong time.

Aura’s decision to escape led her to an unexpeatgdome: not being taken care of

again. At the age of 12 she went to live with g kibe father of her 3 eldest daughters.

“ http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/813
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At that time, he was 18 years old and would phylsiabuse her and take her earnings
from selling food in the streets
A.- | told him(his 18 year old boyfriend)did not want to continue living with him because
he beat me very often and because many women wamlel to our house to ask for him and

| felt afraid... because when | started having sexeddtions with him, my parts were
itching... | had lice there in my parts... and | wagith.. | was a girl...

2.2 Prostitution
2.2.1 Starting prostitution

Right after she ran away from home, Rosa Argergimared into prostitution. She was
on the streets for approximately 15 years. Durireihterview she said that street life is
difficult, that she experienced violence and rapd that she does not recommend this

life to anyone.

B.- Did you work every night?

R.- Yes in different places. But, of course, theaion in which we are exposed, the danger
to things that one doesn’t want to do, or drinkdAome looks that is the way more... one
thinks it is the way more... how could | tell youfhare easy... the more adequate way of...
but | have done things | cannot even explain wimgl ilhas been very tough since 15 years
staying up late... sometimes | wanted to be with migren... and | couldn’t and | had to
find someone to look after them [...] but the sitoratyou live in the streets is very risky and
difficult. You have to do things you don’t want tbwould not recommend it to anybody.

B.- And how do you cope with things you don't wardo?

R.- Sometimes via alcohol... you are drunk, drinkenT.. and sometimes for the love of
money then... you knew you had to bring money tolyame and then that's why | did it. |
had always one interest. And my interest was bniggnoney home and bringing sustenance
to my children. That is why | did it [...] the mogirhible thing has been being into this life
because here either you learn to survive or yod &firath. Because it is very difficult since
you meet a man that can kill you. | escaped twedifrom death. Once, they got me into a
van, they took me to an open ground, they took amaglothes and there without anything
(crying) [...]The second time, one black man from the camst tne and he did the same.

In the case of Aura, when she became an adultugtelser partner for aggressions. The
outcome did not favour Aura; as given that she middl have an income, the judge
decided to hand the girls over to the care of tfeiner. So, directly after the court
decision, she did not have a job and was also atguhfrom her daughters. During this
time, her partner continuously raped their eldesigthter Martha -whom was 9 years
old- almost everyday. Aura only learn of this mamgnths later; although she did
suspect something was happening to her daughtésr which, she sued her partner

again for raping Martha and he is currently sentinee in jail.
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A.- Then, in those times | was feeling bad becauses not working... | met a friend
and that friend showed me to go to the streetsva$ then when | started doing
things | should not have done...when | was walkinguighh the streets, me alone... |
felt normal, normal... very normal and suddenly teaosild roll down from my eyes
and | would start crying. Then | felt bad becauseduld ask to myself “what is
happening to my daughter?

B.- And how was it?

A.- Well, there were parts... | would not say hagt it is as if one tries to forget what is
happening, trying to cover the sorrows that one.Hscause there in the streets... the
majority of the women... if you ask them: why do gome here? “Because | need the
money... because the situation is so bad... this atd thBut at the same time, one goes
there as one can drink, one gets distracted. Indégetly, on having this or that client there
in the streets, but one has its own money can gorte places or drink with its own money.
Then, it's like... one tries to forget its own prah&e But the opposite! One has to face its
own problems consciously... then what | would sapyeelf... being in the streets, | would
think “Puff! | would say, if | knew how to read dikhese girls near me...-I would say- |
would not be here”[...] | heard that they took gitis the cemeteries and raped them or
killed them and let them there without clothes awmdrything... but thanks God, not to me.
Because since | am a girl they inculcated Christiaand since then | have always entrust
myself in God and also when | went to work. Whamived home | thanked Him for having
taken me safely and | would tell him “Thanks Godu¥eChrist because | was in bad things
that you know they are bad and you brought me htimsee my daughters, feeling my
daughters and smelling my daughters”. | mean, lalsvthanked God when | went out
because he was taking care of them, since whemtl oug... | left them alone... | locked the
door and go... | would tell Him that if | was not ldng for an honest job was because |
didn’t know how to write and | felt embarrassed.alWays thanked him when | came home
and when | went out. | always thanked him... | dife¥t bad then... to go...

These statements demonstrate many things. Fiestnthtives, personal situations and
views regarding prostitution are different. In Rosagentina’s statements we see a
negative view towards prostitution that could bdine with society’s view and with the
view of the abolitionist feminist, who consider @ssentially wrong and degrading.
However, Aura’s statements towards prostitutionwshast the opposite. She was in
“the posh route” during one year. She said it hetlper to forget her problems and it
gave her money. Despite doing sometHinad”, she could now buy things for herself.
In her case, we can see that engaging in prostituttas her own decision which
brought her, in her opinion, positive and negafti@etors. Second, and in line with
Adahl, it can be perceived how ‘dirty’ money wasessp on children. As | have
mentioned previously, in words of this ethnograploaty by spending the money from
prostitution in the re-productive arena could makelean’ (Adahl, 2001). This can be
perceived in both life stories in Rosa Argentinatatements towards money and in
Aura’s mental dialogues with God, excusing her&mifbeing on the streets. Third and

last, drugs were a part of the street lives of adimen. In this respect, Day has argued
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that consuming drugs can be a way to distance tirfes@ street life (Day, 2007) and

from those things as Rosa Argentina explains that ‘don’t want to db

As done in the previous chapter, | will now go ananalyze the way these two
informants think about prostitution and women-whosgtitute by counting the different
types of words they used. The main difference betwboth chapters is that this time
their answers are in relation to their past as wemwbko-prostitute, while in the

previous chapter Gioconda and Zenobia were dergribieir present.

[See annex 2]

According to this naming analysis, Rosa Argentind Aura both share a similar way
of understanding prostitution as they both oftea tise verb + place’ formdo to the
street$ to describe them as women-who-prostituted. Tloisnf was used 8 times by
Rosa Argentina and 12 by Aura. This was followedthg preposition + place’ form
“in the streetSwhich was used 4 times by Rosa Argentina andnési by Aura. Both
forms again show how they try to link their womeheaprostitute identity to a place
and not to a noun, so that not to themselves dsodewln relation to the uses of nouns,
they never used any of the terms ‘prostitute’ nehore’, ‘bitch’ or ‘sexual worker’.
Instead, they used the terrwdmeri, as the project workers would also do. This term
was used 3 times by Rosa Argentina and 5 times una.AHowever, and even if they
did not use any noun with a negative connotatiath bvomen did use verbs with
negative connotation likgrostituting’ (Rosa Argentina once, Aura 3 times)'selling

the ass’(Aura once).

These results are in line with what was commentethe previous chapter, where the
woman-who-prostitute seemed to distance themsdihoes prostitution by the use of
different language expressions. However, there dffarence | have found here. In
these life stories there are more evident and e@kpéferences to their previous job. As
Aura referred to it ashaving sex with other manwhile in the women-who-prostitute
group from the previous chapter, none of them tisedvord ‘sex’ in relation to naming

themselves as women-who-prostitute.
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Both women used the terfwork” in their life stories in a positive sense, butyonl
twice each. Besides this, Rosa Argentina considpredtitution as‘indecent work”
two more times which could be understood as a mehaarning an income but not as
an arena to demand rights. However, it is worthngothat Aura did referred to it one
time as“a business’as was also observed by Sophie Day in regard tmemewho-
prostitute in London (Day, 2007). However, mosDatfy’s informants considered it this
way, while it was only mentioned here in their idtories.

Finally, and concerning the naming of the clieittgs interesting to note that neither of
these two interviewees used the word ‘clients’ tasanen who buy sex. In fact, Aura
did not directly mentioned them at all, but rativuld only use personal pronouns like
“he’ or “they’; whereas Rosa Argentina named themefi 5 times. This ‘forgotten’
issue could be linked to the fact that they aréonger on the streets and so they do not
consider them aslients but men, maybe as a way of distancing tleéras from the
past. It could however also be a result of “Saraadas” workshops. As | already
explained, Nicaraguan feminists —as with the “Sadtawaas” workers—follow an
abolitionist approach in line with Carole Patemaee( chapter 3) and do not consider
prostitution as an equal contract. Therefore, iaMi@ritanas” they did not refer to them
as clients, but as men. As in their opinion using term ‘client’ underestimates the

inequalities of the contract.

To conclude this section, it is worth noting theportance of the role of mothering in
their decisions. On the one hand, in Rosa Argelstinbase motherhood appears to be
the unique motive for her to have continued in piatson for so long. This perspective
coincides with a survey that was held in 1999 wilians in Managua, which was
mentioned in chapter 2, where 57% of the samplegpezd that women-who-prostitute
are onthe streets in order to survive and give food trtbhildren (Alarcén, 1999). It
also coincides with ethnographies in Nicaragua twhgoint out that mothering is the
essence of women’s life and identity (CEBS and MBayreda, 2006; Hagene, 2006;
Johansson, 1999). On the other hamslin Aura’s case it can be perceived that she
seemed to have gained economic independency thrprggtitution and, even if her
role as provider was very relevant for her decisglre was also on the streets as a way
to distract herself. As | have mentioned above liteestories show different aspects in

regards to their sentiments towards prostitutioos&RArgentina tends to have a more
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negative view, whereas Aura tends to hold a mosatige one. Motherhood, as | will
illustrate in the next section, was not only a m@ason to stay on the streets, but can
also be a reason to quit. Finally, and in relatmtheir conceptualization of prostitution,
none of them used nouns to name themselves as waineprostituted. Rather they
preferred the ‘verb + place’ forms which could logkéd to an attempt of distancing
from their work-identity as women-who-prostitutesh interesting difference between
this chapter and the previous one is that neitlesaRArgentina nor Aura used the word
“client” throughout their interviews, while Giocoadand Zenobia from the previous

chapter did employ that term.

2. 2. 2 Quitting prostitution

One of the most interesting aspects to analysegards to my informants here is their
personakeasons for leaving street life. When | was paréiting in the night visits and

walks, many women-who-prostitute asked for help emwhplained about the situation
that they were enduring. Most would dream abouirttpanother job. Weeks passed,
but nothing changed for these women. Quoting Gidaoftom the previous chapter,

“it’'s very easy to go in, but very difficult to gotbof prostitution.

One determining factor for Rosa Argentina's deaidio stay or quit was her current
man's opinion. As long as she was with someonedithamot like her work, she would

stop. She considers this as a sign of love, na agn of dominance, as it could be
perceived to be that of radical feminist views. rtkRermore, she also thinks that

prostitution is unpleasant.

R.- There were times in which | would not go outue? When | was pregnant or when |
was with a partner who didn't like it...

B.- How did you get out?

R.- Because he asked me to quit. When | met hiras Istill going out, then he told me he
didn't like it... he didn't like that | was going those places since he didn't like it, he felt
bad.

B.- Was he jealous?

R.- No, it was for me. Because he loved me... Hetdidmt me to be exposed and also
because it seems unpleasant... that he... he dida'itlik
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In Aura’s case, her decision was influenced difilie On the streets, she would
consume drugs frequently and often forget to feeddaughters. This, at a time when
she was trying to take care of themgnically she was not. Aura even thought of
sending them to “La Casa Hogar”. One afternoomnie of our informal conversations,
Aura told me, whilst crying that she considers &drso have been &dvery bad

mother”.

A.- Then, while trying to give a best life to mygdhaters and not quitting what | was doing,
they got me and made me pregnant because | wendings, | would not give them food...
Then | would say to myself... | would come to thgeet¢“Samaritanas”}o see if | could
send them to the “House Home” or somewhere simildihen | said to myself... “It cannot
be... my daughters are suffering... they suffered iidt herdad (in that period after the
trial, the father would rape almost everyday heest daughter in front of the othees)d
now | am leaving them. It cannot be. If | got miysdb this, | am going to take myself out of
this”

B.- How did you do it?

A.- | asked God. Then, God helped me because ldwtell him that | didn’t want to
continue knocking down in the mud. | asked himh&lp... | told Him, “if you have given
me your daughters to take care of them, then gedwrag from this.” | told Him that | was
going to demonstrate | was going to serve Him thats going to help my daughters and
take good care of them. And then He found how t@wgo Then when | wanted to have
drugs then | would feel a strange sensation in imgybl didn’t care anymore and stopped
smoking drugs, stopped drinking guaro and | stoppadg to the streets.

This section has shown different reasons for lepWe streets, but it has also shown
one similarity: that both women could not get otipoostitution only by their own as
their motivation was closely connected to theiatiehships with other people. In Rosa
Argentina’s decision, men had a determinant rolelwshows again how other adults -
in this case men- may manage these women’s bodasugh out their lives. Their
bodies have been raped, beaten and usednéy on the streets and now Rosa
Argentina’s one was “honoured” (in the sense Zemalsied in the last chapter) by a
man who took her off the streets. In relation te t Bodies Approach, (Scheper-
Hughes and Lock, 1987) the social meaning of helybwas defined by others -in this
case, her husband- rather than by herself. In Awtatision, she needed to believe in
God'’s help to go out and assign the responsiltitit¢sod. He honoured her social body
of the stigmatized women-who-prostitute and ofriegligence mother. In her case it is
interesting to also observe the paradox betweenrdlagionship of prostitution and
motherhood. When at the time she is trying to hedp daughters by working ahe
streets, Aura is in fact doing the opposite; ahéf re-productive roles could not be, in
this instance, linked in practice with prostitutias | also mentioned in the previous

chapter.
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2.3 Present life

When asked about their present lives, motherhoaltive main topic of discussion. In
relation to this dimension of their lives, both wemdecided to quit their productive
role and are only involved in the re-productive .oinethis sense, they were performing

Nicaraguan hegemonic femininity.

Rosa Argentina had 4 children. All of them wererbduring the 15 years of being on
the streets. In fact, in the case of her firstg;hiler daughter Clara, she was sometimes
sleeping on the street with her. Then, she luakit a Swiss man who bought them a
house. However, she dmbntinue as a women-who-prostitute in order to ®vor her
children. She says that given she did not finismary school, her working options
were limited and shdtill needed the money. When asked what was thethaxj that
had happened to her in her life she replied hdd@n; who fill the emptiness she has.
Saddi, a social trainer from “Samaritanas” had jesly told me that one of the
reasons for teenagers to become pregnant wastémepato fulfil their emptiness, to fill
what is felt as an empty space, as | also refetwenh the literature review. In this
example, this emptiness is exposed again, althomgadult life when women can
mainly be fulfilled by having children (CEBS y MaBarreda, 2006).

B.- In all your life, what is the best thing thatshhappened to you?

R.- Well, having my children. My children | meanherh with everything and their bad
breeding... they have filled the emptiness | havé.l[would like them to say | was always
responsible towards them. | was never... well | at#rsl have never been a bad mother
because a bad mother is the one that leaves themeakends them to the streets, sends
them to ask for money, give bad advises [...] | wdiliel them to say “She always cared
about us, she made us study” because that is teethieg | could do: send them to school
to study, so they will not be lazy, will not beiagkfor money in the streets... because the
one who does not study today, makes others tadesi for him in the street.

Unfortunately, Rosa Argentina’s oldest daughterar&l is currently engaged in
prostitution. They have argumerndsncerning this, as Rosa Argentina has to take care
of Clara’s children when she works, therefore she to stay home. Rosa Argentina
argues that there must be better amtbre decent jobs to havdédr young girls.

R.- Of course, | can understand her sometimessyart having babies when you are young
and you feel frustrated all your life. She livesbittered, she lives in another world [...]
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look at the girls now and | tell them there is eglyobs for young girls, and that they can
work decently... because now young girls are the aiibsjobs. And women form my age,
not... no... no... there is no job for us. For this tidre is job where she wants, but not for
me. | only finished primary education... maybe ifa huniversity studies... maybe... but
me... it is unlikely for me [...]l try to make her see so she does not do things she will be
sorry for, things that mark you all your life anchieh you will never forget. Once you are
in... without realizing you are in the vice... you arghe alcohol vice, in drugs... without
even realizing you are there... and as you drink také drugs, then you do the things and
then you do it [...]JBut we... in the streets you asdtmated and beaten. Men sometimes...
they... they... she believes that everything is pifducoBut it is not, because sometimes,
there are men who beat you... and get you and rap@agahey want.

When asked if her children were aware that shebegth a woman-who-prostitute, she
said that her daughter was and therefore Claradsdmr since she is now selling sex
herself, as Rosa Argentina did. The other sonsasfaRArgentina, the twins, seem to
“have a notion”, but Rosa Argentina slightly changed topic whenedskbout this,

which could suggest traces of embarrassment.

This happened many times during my stay in Nicaaafpat | discovered that children
were not aware of their mother's job on the strebtg were told that they were
waitresses. Prostitution is an arena surroundestiggna as | illustrated in the previous
chapter, and so hiding their public identity mayphthese women feel secure about
their motherhood identity. As mentioned in the jppeg chapter, women-who-prostitute
constantly had to fight between their job identtyd their home identity (Day, 2007).
This example shows how ex-prostitutes also expeeiehis fight after quitting. It may
also illustrate how the ‘whore stigma’ is not omlgrried in all spheres of life (Adahl,
2001), but also within their entire life history.

B.- Do your children know?

R.- Well. For her (she points her daughter) it @&.n not... not something new because now
she blames me and tells me things... like: “why chrdb it if you did it too?” and she tells
me those kinds of things. Then... she says itdause | woke up in the streets and came
back home drunk... but | tell her that | always dithiher behalf and that | never forgot my
responsibilities... | knew which was my responsipilithich were my duties... and | never
forgot her.

B.- And the twins?
R.- No, the twins... they have a notion perhaps... Ithaank... and nowadays when they

look at me and | am drinking... a beer, they doie lit. | mean | can drink but | am not
drunk... not at all... they don't like it.

Switching to Aura, her main current concern is #i@ation of Martha, her oldest
daughter. When the interview took place she had pesird that her daughter was
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pregnant. Being 18 and appearing extremely resplandviartha was never thought to
do something like that. Considered to be a veryuneaand smart girl, everybody

expected her to study and not to have babies similhad finished a higher education.
But the truth is that she was in the third monttpfgnancy when she told her mother
and “Samaritanas” about it. So, the option of aaratwas impossible. Abortion is in

any case, illegal in Nicaragua,; but Aura, as shieuralergone one previously, knew the
illegal options and was angry at Martha for nobiniing her before. It appears that

after 3 months it is impossible to abort, evenllegal ways.

Aura was really concerned for her daughter as théyot have mucmoney and she
was not working. Nearly one third of Aura’s whoite linterview dealt with this topic
and it shows two different gender issues relatedirginity and a daughter pregnancy

that will be discussed in the following.

The first gender issue that | would like to highlighere in regards to Martha’'s
pregnancy is that related to social body and stighuaa shows here a contradiction, a
tension between what the mother as an individuaksh-supporting her daughter— and
that of which her mother as member of society thirlshe is embarrassed of her
behaviour—. This is evidemm the fact that Aura lied to her neighbours abdattha’s
pregnancy, because the father of the baby is matureent boyfriend.
A.- | told my daughter... “you knew this one had dfrignd and only because you liked his
beautiful face you had a relation with him...You bl a relation with other people [...] |
feel bad... Look, Martha was with another ogleg( was going out with another boy and she
is pregnant of this second one)and the neighbours asked me ‘look, how beautifsihe.
got this boy(in relation to number 1)she is pregnant... and why doesn’t she go to his

house?’ ‘because she doesn’t want, | tell them,islgping to stay homgin fact, the baby
is from number 2 who does not want Martha in higdgowith him)

Finally, the other issue th& apparent here is the importance of virginityjckhl also
illustrated in chapter 6 and FFor instance, it seems that fathers can deny regubty

if they know that the girl is not virgin.

A.- “Independently of your rape, he knows perfettigt he had sex with you. He knows
perfectly that he had a relationship with you ahdttyou are... it doesn’t have anything to
do with the fact that you are or not virgin. It dmé& have anything to do”... | tell her “You
have to give yourself a place... being or not a ladyou. have to give yourself a space”

B.- Why is been a lady important? Is it an excuseta...
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A.- Because as the father raped my oldest daughtaren if she is or not a lady. Then he
has to face it, he has to be responsible of thédchi is an excuse not to face the
situation...they say ‘you have been with others oo ,only with me, who knows how many
men you have’

To conclude this section | will highlight the impance of motherhood in these
women’s lives at present. Their motherhood stohi@ge pointed out different gender
issues like that of virginity, prostitution or pregncy and have led to reflect on how
women subjectivity is influenced by their relatiomgh men and by men’s perceptions.
Their stories also illustrate how women’s bodies \aalued in relation to sexuality and
motherhood. This could be seen in the fact thatihdanot being virgin, made her social
body undervalued (Scheper-Hughes and Lock, 198Whas Aura saidyou were not

a lady” referring to the fact that Martha was noviegin. Another example is Rosa
Argentina’s hiding oher past as women-who-prostituted to her childienconclude,
for both motherhood represents the best thingtthatever happened to them. Contrary
to what was said in the previous chapter by the smomho-prostitute like Zenobia,
who said thatnot thinking before having her childrenivas the worse thing that had

happened to her in her life.

2.3.1 Present. Manhood

As | have pointed out in the previous chapter, wparticipating in the Friday's focus
group discussion with ex-prostitutes, | noticedt ttreey had a very negative view of
men. This could be summarized by the way in whighgarticipants seemed to have a
‘biologicist’ view of gender differences. They seminto understand men as machistas
“by nature” andhence them —women— had to cope with this ‘natanal,las | will refer

back to in this transcription from my field notes.

During one focus group discussion with ex-prostigutMarina said that an ideal man
does not exist and that ideal men thus could oeRrdbots or homosexuals”She also
thought that men were born like this: that is, s#yuoriented, violent, machistas and
unfaithful. To convince the others she told a stbat happened to her son when he was

four.

M.- “When | went to pick him from school that day, teacher came to me. She
seemed angry. She asked, “Do you know what hasemao®” “I said No” “When |
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was teaching, | found out that your son had disappé and | found him outside
kissing a girl” When she finished to tell her story, she sdidat is the proof that men
are born like that. He was only 4 years old{Ffom my diary)

A second woman tried to convince Marina saying #a knew one special case.

T.- “He lives in the corner of our street and he.uegses what? He cleans the house
and he cooks(From my diary also)

They then began to debate this. Most of them hikd, Marina, a point of view that
could be related to what Connell calls the perspecdf the “body as a machine”
(Connell, 2002). They did not believe that a manl@gerform re-productive tasks, like
those of cleaning or cooking. They all seemed teebe that men do not help with the
re-productive tasks because it is intrinsic torthealenessThey seemed to believe that
the machine runs by itself and that gender is ffected by social processes. In this

way, men are seen to be born men and not made men.

This perspective was also shared by Rosa Argerfiha spoke about three husbands
she has had. The first one disappeared when heghttauwas born, avoiding
responsibility for the child. She did not mentidre tfather of her second son. But she
specifically mentioned the last one: the thadd current husband and father of her
twins, who'is not perfect” but does not physically abuse her, he contribiatéle bills
and made her quit prostitution 8 years ago, asiored previously. This third husband
has had problems with Rosa Argentina’s oldest d@ugince she accused him of rape.
Even if in the end the whole story was a lie, RAsgentina grew suspicious of him.
She was once raped when young and so she misingstsn general. However, it is
interesting to mention that even if she mistrustenmtheir opinion had been

determinant in her street life, as | pointed praslg.

R.- | have... after all my life | have learnt to betrustful. | have learnt to be untrusful, |
don't trust people completely... even the person Ivath... why? Because | was raped.
Then I... | don’t trust him, don’t trust people... lanamales.

However, regarding Aura’s life story, it can be ebv&d that she does not have an
explicitly negative view of men. When asked, shis saisteadmore on the side of
women and she appears to view this in terms of @&mpuoent. In her life story she
repeats many times that it is important to give wona “space in society” When
giving advice to her daughters, she did not haweaditional point of view regarding
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women. On the contrary, she appeared to be cortcebeut fighting for a place in

society.

B.- Then what do you think about men?

A.- 1 do not think anything wrong. | think that shas to give herself her space because if
we women don't give ourselves a space, they wilengive it to us. We women have to
raise our heads and say ‘here we are, we are sothglja.]l am not worried about her
being pregnant, because the fact is that she ignaet and the fact is that she is going to be
a mother. Then, what | am really worried abouthe father not showing up. That is what
concerns me [...]JI want him to show up here and lielite a man, | would say, like a man
that faces it. [...] Because Martha, in the futurkem you have other relationships, he is
going to tell you “I don’t give you any more mondgn’t you have a husband?”

A.- (she is remembering what she said to her daughfau) cannot go out of your home,
Martha... you know why? If you go out from here... yol take one, two or three bags...
you go there to their home and they are going Hoytau ‘Did we call you? What are you
doing here? Go to your home’ and he is going towhyou out. While if you go to his house
and tell him ‘you know... my mother is angry... comarmh help me to take my things and
go with you’ but you know he is coming and taking put... in the future, when you two
will fight you will be able to tell him: “You tookne out of my house, knowing | had
problems, you took me out’ Because if you don'intlaince now, then... | tell you he is
going to play with you”

In the relationship with her actual partner it sedhat they both have a say and that her
opinion is really important. Aura describes theilationship as supportive. Some weeks
before the interview, she told her partner that wbeld go into prostitution again if
they needed the money due to Martha’s pregnanaydihnot ask for his approval.
A.- (talking about a conversation with her actual peniif you are going to break with me
because of that, | am not interested in you anymobecause my daughter has to move on
and go ahead” and he would say “but not all men #re same. Don't think all men are the
same. | am different” and | would reply “are you®nd father of the girls was different too.

And how different he was” | told him... “but not, baid, you know | have lived with my
mother, he was alone... | know what is to raise yhildren alone”

Summing up this section, | have tried to illustrdie ideas and experiences that these
women had in relation to men. What | experienceth@nfocus group discussion and in
Rosa Argentina’s life story is a very negative vieilvnen. However and despite also
suffering rape and violence from men, Aura seem@deive men within anore
positive content and appears to think that women ateange the inequality situation
they live in. These different discourses could soowe show another masculinity
coexisting with the hegemonic one —the one thanse®e perceive men ‘by nature’ as

‘machistas’—, a model that seems to rely more erd#gtisions of women.
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2. 4 Future

When asked about their future, it seems again foraboth women their motherhood
role is the most resilient. This is a key poinuimderstanding why they quit prostitution
as | have discussed before and what they expectivds discuss here. Neither Rosa
Argentina nor Aura has a clear idea about what fiaéure would be, but they are both

very preoccupied with the future of their children.

Rosa Argentina thinks she is too old to continuglghg elementary education and to
find a good job. She is studying beauty with on¢hefscholarships that “Samaritanas”
offer and she hopes that she will be able to opsemall beauty salon. She seems to be
bored of being at home during the day, but shettdme available to take care of her
granddaughters, and expects that the situationewéhtually change. As well as this,
she hopes the best for her children: that theystady and become “someone”. When
talking about her future, she does not mentionllatex relationship with her current
partner. This is maybe because as said beforensteists men.
R.- In my age is difficult... | am 37, if | startgtudy secondary... | will finish with 40. And
what will | do being 40? Where if | don't have &%l have seen prepared and educated
women struggling to find a job at our age... Butestst | am taking the beauty courses, at
least | can study stylish... | don’t know... but it le®n really difficult... [...] Regarding
my future | would like to continue studying beaatd work somewhere... ... to help my

house because... being at home | don't do anythiredl &dd | will continue helping my
children so they can have an education and can widrrever they want.

What can be perceived throughout the whole contiersé that Aura’s future was, at

the time of the interview, clearly determined by likevotionto her daughters and

determined by Martha’'s pregnancy. When asked, Ali@vs a strong belief for her

daughter to finish schodeven if we eat less for a whiland even if she has to return

to the streets as a way to help her family. In sfara is much more concern about her
daughter’s future than about her own.

A.- And | f | need to sell my ass, | will sekdt my girl will finish high school. Yes, as old as
you look at me, but | am going to make her finishlast year.

3. CONCLUSIONS

Studies concerning prostitution have grown increglgiimportant in feminist research.

However, they tend not to consider ex-prostituesmérmants. The importance of this
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chapter is therefore to provide information andghts in relation to ex-prostitution.
What we have witnessed in this part of the thessas story omistreated childhoods and
prostitution. More importantlythe focus of this last chapter has been to exploee
reasons to quit prostitution and the present sgoabf two ex-prostitutes. My main

conclusions in this chapter can be summarizedrengbints.

To begin with, the women's perceptions of prosttytnow that they are both out of it,
seem to be very different. Rosa Argentina wouldeneecommend it to anyone and
thinks having been a woman-who-prostitute is onghef worse things that has ever
happened to her. Conversely, Aura is reconsidetiagd remembers positive aspects of
working on the streets, such as having her own mmoHewever, in relation to their
uses of different terms, they both seem to shasendar way of naming prostitution
and women-who-prostitute. That is, the form ‘veobdwed by a place’. This has been
analyzed as a way to resist stigma. A clear diffeeehas been shown between this
chapter and the previous one in relation to theingmnalysis that is, the absence of the

term “client” in Rosa Argentina’s and Aura’s inteaw.

Second, and in relation to the 3 bodies ApproaSbhhéper-Hughes and Lock, 1987) it
has been shown how these women who used to hatignaaszed social body, have
dedicated themselves to motherhood roles aftertinmifrostitution. In relation to
Day’s account of the fight between the working d@ahd mother bodies (Day, 2007),
Rosa Argentina and Aura are now focused on therldtt these life stories, the role of
motherhood has been relevant for both women as tavation. In Rosa Argentina’s
case, it was to remain in prostitution, howeverAara's case it was actually a
motivation to leave prostitution. Neither of themem to be proud of having been a
woman-who-prostitute. At present, one of them calgeat to her children (Rosa
Argentina) and the other, even if she did not lide her daughters, considers engaging
in prostitution again due to financial needs (Aurl) relation to my other two
informants in this group, it is worth noting thatither Perla nor Dora admitted their
past openly as women-who-prostitute. In relatiormttat was said in the theoretical
section, the gender differentiation in NicaraguamMeen the good and the bad women,
subtly relates to this. Their women-who-prostitigkentity is related to the ‘bad women’
whereas their mother identity is related to theojoone, which seems to be the subject

position that both Rosa Argentina and Aura are $oayon currently (Moore, 1994).
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The home is seen as a place of decency and rempeéco a woman who cares for her
children and her home is seen to deserve respdataanbe considered to be ‘normal’.
The shift from being women-who-prostitute to exgirtites could be analysed relating
to a redefinition of the stigmatized part of oniglentity, as a way to fight stigma and as
a way to remain “normal” inegards to Goffman’s theory (Goffman, 1963). Howeite

Is significant to highlight that in order to quitgstitution they needed either a man to
support them financially or a job, which is difficto find in regard to their history on
the streets. However, and even if they quit, whase life stories show is that their
women-who-prostitute identity seems to follow thenespective of whether they are

working on the streets or not anymore.

Third, in relation to what was pointed out in tlterature review, about the debate of
the suffering women; in this instance, even if ¢gharere many stories of suffering,
when describing themselves we can see not onefwmuttendencies: that of Rosa
Argentina who considers herself as suffering arad tf Aura who wants to be free.
However in relation to womanhood and gender, aagahis group of ex-prostitutes are
concerned, | did not find in neither the focus grewr the life interviews a relationship
between being women and having a discourse ofrsuffand victimization; but one of

being women and fighters.

R.A.- Well... | have been really suffering, sinceytheought me to this world

because being left when you are 3 months, not Heusgl... not being loved by your
own mother... then...[...] but the most horrible thing Heeen to be in this life,

because here either you learn to survive or yoe fadeath.

A.- Me... ¢How would | described myself?... well.e &kbutterfly that wants to fly and fly
and fly and try to... how would | say it?... to fargdittle bit of everything | have lived

Fourth, the idea of an inevitably negative masatyliis evident in Rosa Argentina’s life
story and in the focus group discussions. Howees,hegemonic view is contested by
some women, such as Aura who openly claims for repaee for women and who does

not perceive manhood as essentially negative.

Fifth and last, it is worth concluding this chaptey mentioning the problems both
women endure to build their futures after prosiiut Rosa Argentina finds it very
difficult to get another job given her 15 years the streets, as well as her lack of

education. Aura is considering returning again tmsptution in order to gain
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financially. Although, if she had had an educatias Aura mentioned in her life story,

she would have thought about another alternative.

If we relate this to the feminist approaches nwer@d in chapter 4, it is important to
take into consideration that for these women td gus detriment to their success to
either have a man by their side to support thernfirally, as both my informants had,
or a job that can provide an economically indepahdmsition, as neither of my
informants had due to their lack of education. $endf Nicaraguan NGO’s are fighting
within an abolitionist approach, the truth is thatreality quitting prostitution leads
them to another dependent position in relatiorh®rtpartners which will be discussed
more deeply in the conclusion of this thesis.

My finding in this chapter suggest that as longtlas State does not provide ex-
prostitutes with an education after they have ghijr situation can be very unstable
and they can, as in Aura’s case, easily considerggback to the streets again when
they encounter economic problems. This debate véllcontinued in the next pages

which correspond to the last chapter of this thekes conclusion.
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The main purpose of this study is to gain a deepeéerstanding about prostitution in
Nicaragua by exploring a variety of different ageups of women that are involved to
a certain extent in the sale of sex. My aim of doso is to extract insights about the
process that leads girls and women in and outreestife, which can be called “the
cycle of prostitution”; and use this to discuss dgmnorms in Nicaragua as well as

feminist perceptions on this issue.

The data collected for this thesis was obtainednduthree months of fieldwork in
Managua; from which | have explored the differafe stories of my informants. My
findings regarding this data may be divided in @voups: those concerning the gender
norms that can be explored through the life stomésmy informants and those
concerning the feminist’'s debates that can be daisdight of my material. Hence, in

this conclusive part of the thesis both types difngs will be summarized.

GENERAL REMARKS AND GENDER NORMS

The focus | have used in this master thesis bynglgn informants from different age
groups has tried to contribute with a greater ustd@ding of prostitution, as research in
this field tends not to include girls at risk not-grostitutes as informants. What this
thesis has tried to achieve is to get a wider pictf the reality of prostitution, which |

intend to summarize in this conclusive findings.

Firstly, throughout the life interviews we have massed a story of negligent families,
violent childhood, rape and lack of education. Bgriheir childhood, all my informants

have experienced their bodies being treated agtsbjeither by rape, inspections or by
being sold to men. Hence, these life stories seeravieal a way of considering girls as
already sexual and not perceiving them in the m®o# becoming so. It also appeared
that all my informants have leant to tolerate viake against their bodies from a young

age, a process that, for many, unfortunately caetirover time.
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Secondly, my informants’ views on prostitution & from perceiving it as an
insulting job —Venancia—, a means to be loved amahtially independent —Dulce—, a
means to provide for their children —Gioconda amgd&rArgentina— or a means to fill
their emptiness and forget their problems —Zenabid Aura—. This shows that money
is not the only perceived motive to engage in putsdn, whereas filling ‘emptiness’
has been shown as an important feature in staitinghis must be related to their
possibly low self-esteem and to their family sitoiat of negligence and abuse.
Concerning this, | have illustrated how Dulce ondeia exemplify how families can
use —or try to use in Dulce’s case— their girI'sdies to provide economically, by
selling them to adult men when they are young.dksrfy informants, and in relation to
remaining in prostitution, money as well as chitdieas developed to be fundamental
motives for them to stay, as prostitution is a waprovide for their children. However,
as | mentioned in chapter 8, children can alsod®ir Aura’s life story— a reason to
quit too. In relation to quitting prostitution | Y@ argued that it seems that women-who-
have-prostituted needed either a partner or ahab lelps them economically, a fact

that will be analysed in the next section in relatio the feminist stances.

Thirdly, my focus on different age groups has hgjiited how significantly the ideals
of motherhood influence the lives of my informadtsing all their owrlives; whether

it is by their mothers’ negligence —when their nevthsell them to adults or when they
are physically abused or uncared for— or whetheis iby being teenage mothers
themselves, by fighting for their children whenyttage on the streets or by focusing on
motherhood when they quit prostitution. Interedigingvhat is evident in their life
stories is an idealization of motherhood despitarthegative experiences of abusive
and neglectful mothers. This can be acknowledgdtiarfact that they seem to seek to
become mothers themselves, even if they suffexd aibused and negligent ones; and
also in the fact that many of my informants dirngatlealized their mothers. Like |
already mentioned several times in the empiricalptérs, |1 have understood this as a
reflection of Nicaraguan gender norms and as it by the ways in which the
women invest in different subjects positions ralate motherhood and home. This
investment in motherhood and in their homes —iteirt private sphere— can be

understood as a way to gain credit as women.
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Fourthly, a special place has been given to thgmsti of prostitution, due to its

relevance in these women’s and girls’ lives. Inatieh to the teenagers, | have
illustrated how they are stigmatized due to thamify situation and due to their sexual
abuse. In relation to my adult informants, | havevwen how they were previously

stigmatized when young —in similar ways as thesgat risk were— and how the
‘prostitute stigma’ seems to be not only attachedhte whole person (see chapter 7),
but also attached to their whole personal histmgnewhen they quit prostitution (see

chapter 8).

In these pages | have also explored the way inwtinese women developed strategies
to fight against théthe whore stigma’particularly regarding my adult informants.
These strategies vary from focusing on their redpotive roles, motherhood and on
their more private subject positions in the attengptdistance themselves from their
‘prostitute identity’, to marrying somebody they dot love, not using condoms or
choosing different forms of linguistic expressiaat distance themselves from the

negative connotation of prostitution.

In addition to this, what has been explored inlfds¢ two chapters is that prostitution for
my informants has entailed not only negative exees like stigma, rape and

violence, but also positive ones like friendshigrtpers and money.

Fifthly, men are perceived by all my informants mesducers but not providers, and
their desires seem to be understood as uncontiell&he figure of the ‘absent father’
has been shown in each of their life stories. Miprmant’s opinions towards men
however vary greatly. Venancia and Dulce for exanflom the girls at risk group
share the most negative sentiments compared wigh wbmen-who-prostitute —
Gioconda and Zenobia— who are the only two thaestaat the best thing that has

happened to them in their lives relates to men.

Sixthly and lastly, as for the debate regardiragin America and Nicaraguan women
being portrayed as suffering or not in order taiattmoral superiority; | have not
perceived a discourse of victimization among myinfants, although their life stories
do show lives characterised by suffering. Furtheenmy informants would generally

not employ the term “suffering” —although it wascerused by Rosa Argentina—. Even
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though their life stories are very dramatic andpiteshaving suffered very much, my
informants show a discourse of courage. The couchdgbese women, their efforts to
survive and their enormous capacity of fighting ingfailure makes them, in my
opinion, not deserving to be called “suffering warhe As far as this thesis concerns,
suffering is not especially highlighted as part tbéir identification as women. In
relation to Turid Hagene’s work (2006) whose firghnare, at this respect, similar to
those | am presenting here, she mentioned theo#thof her informants —mestizo— as
influencing the fact that they were not using acdigse of suffering. In my findings,
however, | can not rely on this as none of my infants spoke about ethnicity —neither

in relation to themselves, nor in relation to arnysa

To conclude, it has to be noted here that | hawsvahvery different women and girls
with different perspectives and understandingsifef [Given these varieties it is very
difficult to include them in an exclusive polariguch as suffering vs. not suffering
women, which is a difficulty that | also found imtegorizing women-who-prostitute
only as exploited vs. liberated women, as | wilbwhin the next section. As far as my
informants concern, those theoretical polaritieancaé accurately be applied for all
people involved in prostitution, as they are exeleiand closed categories. Therefore,
more research is needed in order to gain a batratanding of this, and hopefully to

be able to solve these questions that remain unclea

FEMINISTS STANCES AND PROSTITUTION IN MANAGUA

Concerning the debate about feminism and prosiitutand after exploring my

informants’ life stories, my findings suggest twayor challenges. The first of them is
to rethink the two perspectives of feminist thougb¢e chapter 3) in light of the
narratives | have presented here from Nicaragua. SHtond one is to reflect on the
responsibility of the Nicaraguan State concernirastitution and women and girls who
sell sex.

In relation to the feminist debate between abalists and pro-rights feminists, it is
important to mention that both perspectives cowddsben as partially relevant in the
understanding of my informants’ life stories; altigh, not completely. One of the main

reasons for this gap is because both the abobt®r@End pro-rights feminists’ stances
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have been developed mainly by western feminists iafidences by their cultural,
social and economic background and not takingaottsideration that the percentage of
prostitution is bigger in poor countries with larggender inequalities, limited job
opportunities for women (Monto, 2004) as well astdeed families, economic and

social injustice and street children (Sandoval-Y&ge®0).

Consequently, as stated by Moreno (2006), a fetrstasce in relation to the context of
Nicaragua should therefore take into consideratoonomic and social factors, and
establish as the main causes for the existenceostifution not only the patriarchal
system —which is the point of departure of bothliibaist and pro-rights stances—, but
also the economic and social injustices that indurglelren to be seen as “possessions”
of adults who can ask them for submission. The iafuelevance of taking into
consideration the economic and socio-cultural odnte relation to my informants’
narratives can be observed in the fact that athgfinformants were minors when they
were raped, all of the adults’ informants had bessmager mothers and all were living

in poverty.

Hence, and in relation to the pro-rights feministine-perspectivef prostitution as the
liberation of women—, we can not disregard the thett most of the women-who-
prostitute in this thesis began working in the etfisewhen they were minors such as
Rosa Argentina, Zenobia and Gioconda; a situatibichvis considered a crime against
Children’s rights. When we are talking about cheldiin prostitution in particular, an
empowerment view and a pro-rights stance is toiabiyplicable. The paradox, in my
opinion, starts when these girls grow up and becanhdts with their own families.
They, as | have presented here, do not considstifution as essentially wrong as for
example Gioconda mentioning she sometimes has riuthe streets. And as women-
who-prostitute they, as | mentioned in chapterré,reot sexually exploited in the same
way as they were when being minors. Hence, a parashoerges concerning the

relationship of age and the pro-rights prostitustences.

Focusing on the women-who-prostitute, it is truattlihey become financially
independent and therefore are empowered in thedkasthey have more control over
certain aspects of their lives, as Aura reportedweéler, we have seen in their

experiences that engaging in prostitution was ratigs a “free” choice, such as
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Zenobia being sold at a young age or Gioconda ngettie money to provide for her
first daughter when she was only 14. Hence, a petsqg of prostitution as
empowerment does not fit with these women livesit assregards the circumstances
that lead them to begin selling sex in the firsicgl. However, a pro-rights feminist
stance in Nicaragua could perhaps be positive latioa to questions regarding “the
political body” as for example the fight againsgsta and problems of marginality,
seeing prostitution as work in an attempt to impraweir rights. Although, as |
commented above, it is in practice inapplicablenast begin selling sex as minors, and

legalizing prostitution would underestimate thistfa

In relation to the abolitionist feminists, theirew of prostitution as ‘essentially wrong’
—and as violence towards women— seem to fit batten we examine these women'’s
and girl’s violent and terrible stories. For examplvhen Rosa Argentina recalled the
two rapes she suffered while working in the streetswever, as | have presented
previously in chapter 3, abolitionists do not tak® consideration that some women do
not want to quit, or do not believe prostitutioneissentially wrong and find positive
aspects in working as women-who-prostitute. Asvehdlustrated in this master thesis,
most of my informants found not only negative aspeabout prostitution, but also

positive ones.

What is even more important, and in relation tatqug prostitution, is that abolitionists
approaches —the perspective that fights to elimipabstitution—, seem not to focus on
what the future holds for those who want to qudspitution, as a priority. —I suppose
partly as a sign of the western orientation of tlebate—. As far as my fieldwork
interviewees are concerned, the job opportunitiesttie women-who-prostitute when
they quit are nonexistent, because of their pasherstreets, their lack of education and
their violent childhoods. In fact as exposed hdegving prostitution is clearly
determined by having a man who provides financidllyus, leaving prostitution thrust

the women into a more dependent position with thaitners.

So, as | present here, both feminists’ perspecttaesbe seen as partially relevant for
the understanding of these life stories, howevércompletely. In order to stand for a
pro-prostitution feminism in the Nicaraguan conjektis necessary to reflect deeper

into the difficult economic and social conditiormrse women and children may face in
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this country; while in order to stand for abolitisinfeminism it is necessary to reflect
upon the positive aspects of prostitution, as wslupon the future of those who quit.
Concerning this and given that Nicaraguan feministsd to be abolitionists, the
practical outcome of their ideals have to be link@the participation of the Nicaraguan

State; given that it should be prepared to atteecheeds of those who quit.

The State is determinant in order to put into ficacan abolitionist discourse as it —in
theory— should provide those women who quit withtdyeoptions and opportunities.
Within an abolitionist stance, the State has thikgation of giving a space to these
women, of helping them to find another job and nocaurage their reintegration into
society. Only with this type of support can an &bwlist approach be effective. When
the State, as is the case in Nicaragua, does eat geostitution unambiguously as legal
or illegal and indirectly contribute to push wom&he-prostitute more into the margins
of society (see chapter 7), an abolitionist apgnoaould in my opinion not be
completely efficient in practice, but probably mtmemain only as a discourse.

Therefore, what my research suggests is the neegthimk the paradoxes of applying
both feminist stances in order to be able to firgtaance that can be useful in a context
of poverty. In order to do so, more research isnitefy needed —although | hope this
master thesis has also contributed— What my relseslso suggests is the importance
of focusing on the education of these women in tdejive them more opportunities
to choose from. This should not only be addresged®Os like the CEBS —who, as far
as | witnessed do a great job in Managua—, but mlgstbe handled by the Nicaraguan
State.

To conclude, and given that | plan to translate thiesis to Spanish and send it to
Nicaragua, | also hope this work may encourageersaib reflect upon these women’s
and girls lives in order to, as Ruth Benedict stateake the world safer for human

differences and help those who are constrainefiytdike butterflie$, as Aura said.
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GIOCONDA

ZENOBIA

Mala vida I/ Esta vidabad life, this
life)
Meti en la called I/you salgo

la calle/mujeres de la calle Il

got into the streets/l go out to the street/won

from the streets)

Cliente lll (client)
Esquinaicorner)

Andamos en lo gism@:e are in the
same)

Trabajar (verb) {work)
Trabajo (nounjjob)
Carreterastreet)

Putearwnorng)

Meti a vivir II/ Salgo 11( got to life with him/ go
aout)
Callesstreets)

en

Client 11 111111111 11/ Hombre | (clieny

man)

Andas en est@ou are in this)
Trabajar (verb) Il 11 lwork)
Trabajo (noun) 11 11111 Gob)

Gremio(trade)

(Table of the counting process of both women-whastitute life stories)
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Rosa Argentina

Aura

Agarré/fui las callestookigo to the
streets)||||||||

En la carreteran the streetsj |11
Alli/alli metida (infinto that) I1

M UjereS(Women)| |

Mujeres que trabajan en

carreterawomen who work in the streetk)

Prostituirseprostituing) |

Cosasthings) |
No es decentet (s not decent)l

TrabajO(Work verb) 11

Salir (go out) |

Hombresmen) 1111
Esta vidathis life) |

Ir a la carretera/callego to the street
[
En la carreteran the streetsjl|111

MUjereS(women)| [

la

Prostituirs@prostituting)|
Salia a prostituirsghe went out to prostituté)

YO0 me prostituia prostituted) |

Cosas malagad things)l

No es trabajo honradgot an honest job)
TrabajO(Work verb)|

TrabajO(Job noun)l

NegOCiO(Bussnessj

Acostarme con otroSave sex with other meh)

Vender el cul@sell my ass)

(Table of the counting process of both life stonésx-prostitutes)
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