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would have necessitated providing vowels for the unvocalized texts. I felt justified in this decision
because in all the English texts I was working with, Arabic was rendered in Arabic script. In the course
of writing this thesis, this proved to be surprisingly beneficial: the Arabic script allowed me to notice
similarities between graphically similar though semantically different words — words whose differences
likely derive from transmission errors.?’

However, Arabic names and the names of Arabic books have been transliterated. There is no
universally accepted standard for transliterating Arabic, but there is one that I have come across most
often and which I used in my introductory Arabic class. This is more or less identical to that of the
American Library Association - Library of Congress (ALA-LC).?* I have tried to use this consistently
with the following exceptions: (1) when directly quoting an author who uses another method of
transliteration, I have retained the original author's spelling; (2) similarly, when a different method of

transliteration appears in the titles of books and articles, the original is retained.

I"H#$%&'$(8&)%

In what immediately follows, a brief historical sketch of Manichaeism and early Muslim-Manichaean
relations will be presented. Biographical information on nine Muslim authors will then be presented:
the seven authors whose works have been collated, al-Nawbakhti, and al-Warraq. These authors'
literary works will also be introduced. The first seven of these authors are those whose writings have
been used to create the reconstruction of al-Warraq's account of the Manichaeans. Next will come the

information about al-Nawbakhti. The last individual in this section will be Abii ‘Isa al-Warraq himself.

27 As I state below in "The Most Reliable Witnesses" in Chapter 5: "There are a few places where there are graphically
similarly but semantically different words. For example, in sections 2 there is al-Malahim's !"#$%s. the '()%&f Ibn al-
Jawzi and the "*+,-$84f Ibn al-Murtada. Similarly, there is, section 53, the ./012&# al-Nadim (which is likely correct) vs.
‘Abd al-Jabbar's .01)5@&4In 57, al-Nadim and al-Malahimi have 78"34&98&4d 7*<1&"&epectively while ‘Abd al-Jabbar
has 7?"34&9: @A4ain in the next section (58), al-Malahimi has BCDEmd FG$Hvhile ‘Abd al-Jabbar has B5D&nd FGJ@5I
. There may be other examples. An error committed by a copyist or one of the authors themselves is a likely
explanation."

28 http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/arabic.pdf. Last recovered November 20th, 2014.
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"H$%&()(

* &, JO(L. 2H0(H+3(#(4,.%5'6 (57(%"&, (1+%& #-%, 5+

In the year 240/1 CE, a young man began preaching a new, universal message of redemption in
Mesopotamia. His name was Man1 and he had been born in northern Babylon, at a crossroads of
civilizations, twenty-four years earlier in 216/217 CE. From a young age he must have come into
contact with the many religions and philosophies circulating around him — Hellenistic philosophy,
astrology, various "gnosticisms," Marcionism, Christianity, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, and Buddhism.
All of these appear to have left a mark in one way or another on his teachings. His own father was a
member of the Elkesaites, a baptismal sect. While still a member of this sect he experienced his first
revelation at the age of twelve, revealed to him by his "protective angelic twin." He viewed himself as
an apostle who was called to "perfect and fulfill" the messages of those apostles and prophets before
him: "Adam, Seth, Enosh, Enoch, Shem, [...] Noah[,] Zoroaster, Buddha [...], and Jesus."* At first
ManTt's message was well received by the Iranian rulers, but later he was imprisoned and ultimately
executed.

ManT's religion was dualist in that it taught that there were two primal and opposite entities:
Light and Darkness. These two came together when Darkness "tr[ied] to penetrate into [...] the world of
light."** The subsequent mixture was to be found throughout the world and humans. Manichaeism
divided history into three periods: the time when the two principles existed separately, the present time
after their mixture when they battle for control, and a future time to come after their separation.
Adherents of Manichaeism viewed themselves as participating on the side of Light in the current battle.
These adherents were grouped into two primary categories: the "elect "and the "hearers." The ascetic

practices of the former were particularly rigorous. They were "required to observe the five

29 Andrea Piras, "Mani" in 7).8.$(9,/%-'(2":,$%;%/()<'0,.()/'7/%*%()Volume 8, Editor in chief Lindsey Jones. (Detroit:
Thomas Gale/MacMillan Reference USA, 2005), 5646-5650, 5650-5659.
30 Peter Nagel, "Manichaeism" in 7).8.$(9,/%-'(2'=+1%#*%-)¥3Bind Rapids, Mi: Eerdmans, Brill, 1999), 395.
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SOME ARABIC SOURCES CONCERNING MANICHAEAN
COSMOLOGY

[Abii ‘Isd al-Warrdq, mid 9th ¢.]

\

[an-Nawbaxti,
d. ca. 922]

[a Manichacan source]

[al-Ka'bi?]

al-Maturidi (df944)
Kitabu t-tawly

an-Nadim, al-Fihrist
(wr. 987)

‘Abd al-Jabbar,
al-Muyni (wr. 990)

al-Hakim al-Jugami (d. 1101),
Sarhu ‘wyini I-masa’il

a§-Sahrastani,
al-Milal wa n-nihal (wr. 1127)

al-Malahimi
(d. 1141), al-
Mutamad
Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 1201),
Talkis ‘iblis :
Ibn Abi 1-Hadid (d. 1258),
Sarhu nahji I-baldyah

[bn al-Murtada (d. 1437),
al-Munyah wa [Pamal
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their supposed direct access to al-Warraq's text. If the five authors dependent upon al-Nawbakhtt are in
concord, but disagree with al-Nadim and al-Malahimi, al-Nadim and al-Malahimt's testimony has been
chosen. However, at times the the process is slightly more complex. For example, there are cases in
which those dependent upon al-Nawbakhti agree with one another, indicating they have faithfully
recorded al-Nawbakht's material. However, al-Malahimi and al-Nadim both disagree with these five
and are not in agreement with each other. Which is to say, all three of the branches of the tree are
discordant. In such cases it is possible that al-Nawbakht1 has most faithfully recorded al-Warraq. Yet al-
NawbakhtT is only accessible via the five authors that used him, rendering him, however likely, never
more than a hypothetical reconstruction. In such cases, al-Nadim or al-Malahim1's testimony has been
chosen since their material is extant.

I have endeavored to include in the footnotes comments about who agrees and disagrees with
whom, and in places have included more detailed information about the nature of those disagreements.
Ultimately, the reader will find that al-Malahim1 has been the preferred source upon which this
reconstruction is based. To make the exceptions to this rule as perspicuous as possible, passages taken
from elsewhere are in red. Furthermore, passages attested to only once are in italics. For more insight
into the logic behind the reconstruction, see the footnotes and the analysis immediately following the

chart.

I"#$%&'$(&)%*)+*,-$"(

The chart itself is constructed in such a way as to maximize readability and ease of reference to the
appendix. The ability to effortlessly locate the material in Reeves' 7#$-&%.-*,'1-)%.+-,%#&as also
been a top priority. For this reason, the organizational system employed by Reeves has been used, i.e.
the material is divided into three sections — Doctrinal Material, Mythological Material, and

Eschatological Material.
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13

They disagree about the manner in which they abut one another. Some of them say they touch
each other the same way that a sunbeam and shadow do, whereas others among them assert that
there is a gap situated between them, but that the gap does not thereby constitute a third entity.
(R:185.9-12)'"
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15

They claim that each one of them has five 'varieties,' one of them being spiritual and the other
four corporeal. The spiritual component of Light is air, and the four corporeal (varieties) are fire,
light, wind, and water. The spiritual component of Light never ceases moving among these
corporeal parts. (R:185.13-16)'"
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Darkness likewise has five varieties, (they being) smoke, fire, darkness, hot wind, and mist, and
the spiritual component of Darkness is smoke, it being called Hummama, (R:185.16-18)'"

K(CH$%!\&IWHE&I<S+FZ$%&!MA(N" $%&!K(CH$%&!00MpY%&!W
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20" (L(L,-$ -1 -1, -$$,/C'F.-$-&%* %, #IER! 185.18-19) 77
W% "PH!@t$A:]
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They believe that the corporeal parts of Light each differ from one another, although all of them
derive from Light. (R:185.19-21)'"®

\A3!18[":VI+9C.&!<u,F$!+9Z,PIKBS+VEHAG

19

They term the varieties of Light 'angels.' They speak similarly about the different corporeal parts
of Darkness, terming them 'satans.'[...] (R:185.21-22)'"

173 Al-Malahimt: 562.10-12. There are close parallels in ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Shahrastani, and Ibn al-Murtada, with al-Jabbar
being the closest and the others being substantially shorter. The part about the lack of a "third entity" (w+)$pfears to be
unique to al-Malahimi, though it is similar to what is found in sections 3 and 8 above.

174°Abd al-Jabbar: 5:10.17. This is an unusual passage that appears only in al-Jabbar. Hékon Teigen, a Phd student at the
University of Bergen, has casually suggested that this could be al-Jabbar's rephrasing of what appears in above in section
13. However, al-Jabbar also includes the material in 13. What is more, it appears to me to be a very inaccurate way of
rephrasing this passage, if that is indeed what al-Jabbar has done.

175A1-Malahimt: 562.12-14. It is very similar to what is found in ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Shahrastani, Ibn al-Jawzi, and Ibn al-
Murtada. Even more importantly, al-Nadim, who is also thought to have used al-Warraq directly, contains similar
material.

176 Al-Malahimi: 562.14-16. It is very similar to what is found in al-Nadim, ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Shahrastani, Ibn al-Jawzi,
and Ibn al-Murtada. ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Shahrastani, Ibn al-Jawzi, and Ibn al-Murtada are very close to one another
indicating that they must be quoting al-Nawbakhti very closely.

177Al-Malahimt: 562.16. It is difficult to know if this derives from al-Warraq since it is only found in al-Malahimt.

178 Al-Malahimi: 562.16-17. This is found in almost identical form in ‘Abd al-Jabbar.

179Al-Malahimt: 562.17-18. There are parallels in al-Shahrastani, Ibn al-Jawzi, and Ibn al-Murtada, with Ibn al-Murtada
being the closest in length and wording. Al-Shahrastant and Ibn al-Jawzi are almost twice as long as al-Malahim1 and
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The waxing of the moon is due to its reception over the course of the first day to the fourteenth
night of the month of what is released and has ascended from the particles of Light (that were
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Its waning from the time of the appearance of the full moon to the end of the month and to the
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L. Abercrombie "'#$%&' 10
a gap situated contact is one of
between them, but adjacency and that
that the gap does there is a gap
not thereby between them.
coqstitute a third (R:177.15-19) b? 1C$#‘!#*
?Izlglty (R:185.9- ) . g’eOf#TONeGEg( |1&16#Q||#$ &'
Q"#$%&) ki ALR"#0.,323
80R"#5#041233 O HN=LS - )
I"#$%&' (35* ' (188.19) 80j?406#1?@0.]
£ -"#]0. 1284 TO@O. (N#73#,U<L D.=COL#ABC
050647#8B249: AVO#K1W#9: IJK"#0.,-1L#A12
'O<:6#>7@ ( D.:C$#X0.J§6 (347.3-4)
’ e b 89%2#$Y Z*#ABCS*
ABC$*#D #C _
o oy 802*#[+, BE:
EFGH#9:## - T+ UL
+CHHIIK HG-1L Q"‘#]¢O i)
IIK&CSHA<MN 0. 1%t s
OOPCOGH#Q-< Al
(562.10-12) IJK

(M:5:10.18-19)

0

According to some,
the place where
they contact is
governed by where
(Darkness?) is
raised up vertically,
for Darkness is
(usually) in a
horizontal position.
(R:177.13-15)
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6 This is taken from the paragraph just before the chart began.
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Darkness is evil.
(R:177.30-32)
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(M:5:11.7-9)

() They maintain Each of them was They maintain that The two were [Most of them say] |They say these two
that the two (originally) separate |the two were (originally) that each one of were initially
(Worlds) were from the other. always separate separate: (R:166.7- |them (Light and separate. (R:188.26)
eternally separate, [(R:192.15) (R:177.7) 8) Darkness) had
with no third always been
(realm) existing %'46"#\F7 &#] K& separate from the
together with MAA | /e other. (R:164.21)
them. Ri1ss.2s- | 2N FLO o aoPps+Q8 " B(#60%&8H

: X6T%YZ H#W7ST XOT Y 2 b OBEER RN ) RB T Y Z 1R
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Ur%oVHWHRETYY Z" @510
% 4[]
(562.22-563.1)

(* Then some of Some of their but after a time Darkness lusted Then they mixed

their parts mixed |portions became mixed with after Light and they unceasingly on
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and has ascended
from the particles
of Light (that
were bound) in
the earth,
vegetations,
water, and other
things, as well as
the pure portions

world and the
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Its waning from
the time of the
appearance of the
full moon to the
end of the month
and to the time
when the new
moon appears is
due to its
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L. Abercrombie "'#$%&' 60
I"#
(565.14)
() After the Light is |He (i.e., Mani) said: | When the Spirit of When Darkness
set free and when |'When this Darkness perceives perceives the
Hummama, the | administration the redemption of redemption of the
Spirit of Darkness | passes away and al- |the Light, she will Light, she will
— Death — sees Hummama, the be furious and will strive to fight back.
(this) and those | Spirit of Darkness, | strive to fight back. (R:222.12-13)
(redeeming) perceives the (R:219.16-17)
angels and forces, |redemption of the
she will become |Light and the 8$(56$(' YM !2*7&'(5'$(1(2*|\4
enraged and exaltation of the *' o 1 (RO D 1 |
bristle and ready |angels, the hosts, T@ U('Z 7‘& ENT: ($ %"& (‘[@
herself for battle. |and the guardians (of EF>G#'(H%0"&' H1GI*&
(R:220.11-12) Light), then she will HlG|*&(FN1' (348.23)
surrender. She will (M:5:14 4-5)

$%" &-()*+('(p_erceive the strife

/!01234(5:é§.(R:216.19-22)
N12*7&'(8($  JKIL'(,AM(HLN

9*..(5%" 56$.(OPCQG&'(R4
12*78'(8.$(101S&'

<0p"=",(1>7
5A$BCD".(E
H1GI*&(E

*>G#$9%"&'(Td

FAB>2@;' (VIW:$'

D

((

565.14-16 ' "y
( | I7WX L (<%"E
56$.(EL1>G#'
H1GI&'
(58.4-6)
But those forces | restraining her and | But those hosts But some of the

who surround her
will restrain her,
(R:220.13-14)

the hosts who
surround her,

who surround her
will restrain her,

(R:216.21-22)

(R:219.17-18)

hosts who
surrounded her will

restrain her,
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